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THE   WHIG. 

TO  THE  GOOD  PEOPLE  OF  ENGLAND. 

*  *  /  will  call  to  my  Country  loudly  a?jd  con- 
^^Jlantly.'*  Lord  Chatham. 

X  TRUST  that  neither  my  name  nor  princU 
pies  are  obfelete  ;  though  I  am  aware  that 
the  name  is  not  in  fijch  refped:,  nor  the  prin- 
ciples yet  fo  adiive,  as  at  the  period  ot  the 
Revolution.  But,  if  I  did  not  feel  myfelf 
warranted,  in  the  hope  that  I  addrefs  a  power- 
ful body  of  my  countrymen,  when  I  call 
on  my  brethren  of  ^he  Good  Old  Caufe^  I 
would  not  wafle  my  labour  on  a  defperate 
theme,  nor  profane  the  dodtrine  of  liberty, 
by  difcufling  it  to  unanimous  flaves. 

Whiggifm  we  have  feen  triumphant  in 
America.  Whiggifm  we  fee  preparing  her 
triumph  in  Ireland.  Let  us  hope,  let  us  prove, 
that  her  facred  flame  is  not  extind  in  England. 

VOL.  III.  B  If 
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If  a  flave  of  power  fhrink  from  the  mention 
of  thegoodOlciCaufe,  or,  in  the  callous  impu- 
dence of  fervitude,  prefume  to  vilify  it,  I  pity 
his  wretchednefs,  1  defpifehis  infolence;  but 
I  would  punifh  his  treafon.  to  the  conftitution. 

The  good  Old  Caufe  is  the  caufe  of  the  peo- 
ple. Simple  and  obvious  is  this  confideration ; 
that  the  Caufe  of  the  people  is  fuccefsfid  ex aBly 
in  proportion  to  the  energy  of  their  original 
power.  Such  energy:^  adling  through  the  claffes 
of  the  conftitution  which  the  people  made, 
preferves  their  liberty  as  a  people,  and  their 
-  power  as  a  nation  ;  for  it  watches  integrity, 
and  provides  ability,  in  the  perfons  they  per- 
mit to  adminifter  their  affairs.  Various  and 
intricate,  on  the  contrary,  are  the  means  con- 
ducive to  their  caufe,  ambition,  avarice,  or 
floth,  would  enllave,  impoverifh,  or  lofe  their 
^  country.  Rectitude  has  only  one  direction, 
but  the  obliquity  of  treachery  is  infinite. 

The  dired:ion  in  which  the  people  of  this 
country  a6t,  when  they  ac5t  rightly,  is, 
through  the  ^parliament  which  they  have 
eleAed,  to  the  throne  which  they  have  raifed. 
If  wickednefs  or  weaknefs  be  found,  in  the 
counfels  or  counfellors  of  the  crown,  parlia^ 
ment  is  the  inftrument  appointed  to  punifh 
or  to  difmifs  ;  but  if  the  inftrument  fail,  the 
land  will  exert  her  native  ftrength.  The 
people,  of  original  right  as  a  free  people,  will 
■vindicate   the  country,   corre<5t  their  parlia-. 
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ttlent,  and  reform  their  throne.  I  know  this 
was  not  the  law  of  Jeffries,  I  know  it  is  not 
the  law  of  modern  Weftminfter ;  but  I  know 
it  is  the  right  reafon  of  the  conftitution.  I 
would  not  violate  the  manes  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, by  quoting  Locke  againft  Lord  Mans- 
field, even  if  it  were  a  queftion  of  argument ; 
but  human  authority  or  reafoning,  however 
illuflrious  or  forcible,  were  fuperfluous  to 
demonftrate  what  God  hath  written  in  our 
hearts. 

Public  guilt  being  capable  of  fuch  diverfi- 
fication,  it  is  evidently  the  duty  of  public 
virtue  to  exercife  various  attention  to  the 
feveral  affaults  that  may  be  made  by  po^yer, 
and  will  be  ever  made  in  fome  degree,  againft 
the  interefts  of  the  community.  Innumerable 
are  the  modes  in  which  hypocrify  may  de- 
ceive, tyranny  opprefs,  corruption  debauch, 
or  negligence  fquander ;  any  one  of  which 
crimes,  unchecked,  would  run  to  general 
ruin.  But  if,  in  monftrous  and  unheard-of 
confpiracy,  they  fhould  all  unite  againft  the 
liberty  and  glory  of  a  country,  throughout  all 
the  betrayed  trufts  of  the  public;  adiive  in- 
deed ought  to  be  the  exertion  of  the  people 
againft  fuch  danger.  The  Whig  fpirit  exift- 
ing  in  the  country  muft  collecft  and  co-operate. 
If  comprelTed  in  fmall  compafs,  its  fpring 
will  be  the  ftronger.  The  public  traitor  may 
infult  falling  Liberty  with  the  reproach  that 
^7,  all 
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all  her  fpirit  is  extinguished  ;  that  no  public 
virtue  remains;  that  every  man  is  bafe  and 
wicked  as  himfelf  j  but  the  reproach  will 
operate  as  it  ought.  It  will  give  vigour  to 
llrength,  and  acftivity  to  refentment.  It  will 
Hiarpen  public  fpirit,  and  point  the  virtue  of 
the  patriot  with  the  honour  of  the  man. 

Vigilance  Chould  be  in  proportion  to  dan- 
ger. If  we  have  been  remifs,  and  if  public 
danger  have,  in  confequence,  encreafed,  let 
us  now  double  our  watch,  and  redeem  our 
negligence. 

hi  England  every  man  is  apoliliciafi. — This 
maxim  hath  incurred  ridicule,  only  from  the 
imperfection  of  its  obfervance.  It  is  exadly 
conftitutional,  and  flriiflly  true  in  theory; 
but  it  becomes  ridiculous,  becaufe  it  is  only 
theoretical.  It  ought  to  be  demonftrated  in 
pra<flice ;  and  then  it  would  not  be  anfwered 
with  a  laugh.  **  The  Britifh  Conftitution, 
Lord  Bolingbroke  well  fays,  is  the  biiftnefs 
of  every  Briton." 

The  Britifh.  Conftitution  hath  changed  its 
form,  and  is  lofing  its  fpirit.  Some  magic 
has  metamorphofed  the  ancient  pyramid  into 
the  deformity  of  a  Chinefe  Pagoda.  The 
beautiful  ftrength  of  its  order  i^'gone  ;  and  we 
now  tremble  for  the  narrowed  bafe;  opprefTed 
by  the  middle;  with  monfters  at  the  top  ! 

How  to  recal  the  fpirit  that  hath  fled,  and 
how  to  raife   that  which  remains ;  how  to 

reflore 
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rellore  external  ftability,  and  by  what  beft 
means  to  purify  into  its  ancient  vigour  the 
interior  of  the  conflitution,  is  the  bu/tjiefr 
which  now  demands  the  adtive  vigilance  of 
all — for  the  danger  is  univerflil  and  imminent. 

As  a  member  of  the  public  body,  I  offer 
to  my  country  all  my  exertion  towards  the 
public  weal,  in  the  humblfe  but  laborious 
office  which  I  undertake.  It  is  humble ; 
for  it  profefTes  little  more  than  the  reprefen- 
tation  of  fadt.  It  will  be  laborious;  for  the 
endeavour  will  be  to  reprefent  the  mifchiefs 
of  the  times. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  feled;  from  multiplicity ; 
but  in  guarding  againfl  dangers,  foreign  and 
domejiic,  the  condudl  of  their  Reprefentatives 
in  Parliament  feems  to  challenge  the  firft  and 
inftant  attention  of  the  people :  for  it  is  the 
malignity  of  this  enormous  mifchief,  like 
fkepticifm  in  religion,  that  it  fights  the  forms 
againfl  the  fubflance.  Faith  is  above  reafon  ; 
and  the  people  are  paramount  to  their  fer- 
vants:  but  the  infidel  blafphemes  in  very 
regular  fyllogifms;  and  the  Minifler  betrays 
his  country  exadlly  according  to  order ^  and 
with  perfe(5l  prefervation  of  every  form  of 
Parliament.  Of  this,  the  public  fhall  have 
damning  proof; — irrefragable  proof; — un- 
deniable— except  by  Lord  North, — for  it  fhall 
be  the  proof  of  Fact, 

f^ovember^  ^VVQ* 
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Ihe  King  can  do  no  wrong. 


HEN  a  Prince  of  the  Houfe  of  Hanovei? 
wears  the  crown  of  Great-Britain,  the  Whig 
is  not  afhamed  to  confefs  his  prejudice.  He 
would  prefume,  from  the  former  Princes  and 
principles  of  that  Houfe,  to  the  prefent  j  and 
his  predile(5tion  is  anxious  to  beheve,  in 
the  full  extent  of  the  maxim,  perfonal  as 
as  well  political,  that  the  King  can  do  no 
wrong. 

But  when  a  monarch  in  this  country, 
fprung  from  whatever  line,  adorned  with 
whatever  hopes  from  the  glories  of  his  an- 
ceftry,  or  his  own  original  virtues,  perfifts 
in  counfels  that  do  grievous  wrong,  and 
threaten  inftant  ruin ;  affecftion  is  loft  in  duty. 
Duty  to  the  country  demands  difcuffion  of  a 
maxim,  which,  if  the  conftrudtion  of  the 
court  were  permitted,  would  fancftify  every 
public  crime,  and  eftablifh  public  calamity. 
Duty  to  the  Prince,  as  part  of  the  confti- 
tution  formed  by  the  people,  enjoins  confti-r 
tutional  explanation  to  him  of  aphrafe,  which 
flattery  has  rendered  fatal  to  tyrants. 

When  it  is  truly  faid,  that  the  King  can 
do  no  wrong,  the  office  is  intended  and  not 
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the  perfonj  and  this  true  conflrucflion  is  the 
perfed:  praife  of  our  admirable  conftitution. 
The  King  of  England  can  do  no  wrong ;  for 
k  is  not  the  office  of  the  King  to  do  any  thing. 
The  cautious  wifdom  of  our  policy  will  not 
permit  the  King  to  adl.  It  not  only  fuppofes, 
but  requires,  that  ability  fhall  be  fele<fled 
from  the  people  to  execute  the  adlive  dutie^ 
of  the  flate.  Even  in  the  feledtion  of  fuch 
active  ability  for  public  fervice,  the  King, 
as  we  are  now  coniidering  him,  cannot  do 
wrong.  For  the  confideration  fuppofes  him 
in  his  conftitutional  public  character  -,  3.  cha- 
rad:er  conferred  on  him  conditionally  by  the 
people.  The  condition  of  his  royalty  is  a 
wife  and  honeft  admin iftration  of  the  ftate. 
It  is  impoffible,  therefore,  in  conftitutional 
contemplation,  that  a  Ki'^ig  of  England  ^o\x\d 
appoint  incapable  or  unworthy  men  to  admi- 
nifter  public  affairs ;  or,  if  appointed,  that 
the  people  of  England  (hould  permit  them  to 
be  retained;  that  a  free  people  ihould  facri- 
fice  their  original  rights  and  conftifrutive 
power  to  fuch  abufe  of  the  kingly  office. 
The  unfairnefs  of  arguing  from  fuch  abufe  is 
evident.  The  kingly  office  fo  abufed  would 
no  longer  belong  to  the  conftitution.  It  is  ^ 
monftrous  cafe,  and  out  of  the  fuppolitiofi  of 
f^-ir  reafoning. 

Such  being  the  genuine  fenfe  of  the  maxim, 
the  corollvy  obfervation  that  is  formed  upon 
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it  appears  equally  juft  and  neceflary;  that 
the  Minifters  of  executive  power  are  refpon- 
fible  to  the  people:  and  their  refponfibility 
was  formerly  through  the  medium  of  par- 
liament.  - 

The  office  of  King  being  thus  confidered, 
I  truft  with  due  refped;;  for  I  think  it  re- 
ceives the  highefl:  when  defined  as  part  of 
•the  conflitution  ;  it  remains  to  remind  the 
perfon  appointed  to  that  office,  that  he  is  a 
man; — that  in  his  perfonal  capacity  he  may, 
he  muft  i/o  wrong;  for  error  is  etlential  to 
humanity.  It  remains  to  remonftrate  to  him, 
that  whoever  confounds  his  perfon  with  his 
office,  is  a  fatal  enemy  to  both;  for  that  they 
are  fo  perfecftly  diflind:  in  their  nature,  attri- 
butes, and  interefts,  that  the  abufe  of  the  one 
is  expiable  only  by  the  punifhment  of  the 
other.  The  conftitution  will  not  admit  that  tbe 
King  did  wrQDg;  and  the  law  fays,  that  the 
King  never  dies  :  but  Charles  Stuart  was  an 
obftinate  tyrant ;  and  Charles  Stuart  lofl:  his 
head. 

No  more  then  let  a  maxim,  founded  in  the 
very  bottom  of  our  conftitutional  liberty,  be 
forced  to  a  conftrucflion  which  would  fhake 
and  endanger  it.  No  longer  let  the  law  of 
the  conftitution  which  would  preferve  facred 
the  office  of  the  King,  be  perverted  to  the 
deflrudlion  of  the  man. 

Another  tenet  of  court-craft,  new  in  the 

politics 
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politics  of  this  country,  is  not  lefs  dangerous 
to  its  profeiTors  than  the  perverfion  of  the 
royal  maxim  that  has  been  conlidered.  As 
kings  believed  they  could  not  individually  do 
wrong,,  ministers  now  flatter  themfelves  that 
majorities  in  Parliament  can  make  wrong  right ; 
and  from  them  they  hope,  not  only  their  own 
exculpation,  but  perfect  eflablifhment  of 
their  arbitrary  fyflem. 

It  will  not  be  difficult  to  demonftrate  the 
folly,  as  well  as  the  wickednefs,  of  fuch  a 
principle;  and  to  prove,  to  the  utter  defp'air 
of  arbitrary  men,  that  the  feeds  q>{ re-volution 
have  been  more  immediately  fovyn,  and  with 
more  certainty  of  inftant  growth  and  effed:, 
by  the  Minifters  of  the  prefent  King,  than 
by  anyinflruments  of  tyranny  in  former  times. 

The  pofition  which  I  maintain,  and  (hall 
prove,  in  dire(fl:  contradidlion  to  their  par- 
liamentary confidence,  is  this;  .that majorities 
in  Parliament  are  certainly  ruinous  to  the 
Sovereign  and  his  Minijiers,  in  proportion  to 
the^fupport  they  are  induced  to  give  them,  in 
perjijling  againji  the  fenfe  of  the  people, 
^  I  (hall,  in  my  next  paper,  conlider  the  fadl, 
as  it  has  occurred  in  America  and  Ireland; 
and  then,  if  our  Whig-fpirit  be  not  extindt, 
and  if  fimilar  caufes  produce  fimilar  effecfls, 
let  the  executive  power  tremble  in  Great-- 
Britain. 

December,  ^779« 

THE 
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THE  WHIG. 


^his  glorioui  fpirit  ^/  Wh  i  G  G  i  s  M ,  animates 
miUlons  in  America^  'who  prefer  poverty  with 
liberty  to  gilded  chains  and  fordid  affuence  ; 
and  will  die  in  defence  of  their  rights  as  men^ 

— asfree?nen , What f jail  refifi  thisfpirit  P 

. Ireland  they  have  to  a  man, 

Jan,  20,   177^.  Lord  Chatham, 

JrlOWEVER  congenial  his  mind  to  the 
fpirit  triumphant  in  a  neighbouring  kingdom, 
emulous  of  the  glories  as  (he  was  participant 
in  the  injuries  of  the  weftern  empire,  grievous 
yet  is  the  pang  which  every  lover  of  his  coun- 
try feels  in  this  degraded  ifland.  For  the 
triumph  of  Liberty  is  pow  the  difgrace  of 
England.  Arnerica  is  vi^orious  and  free. 
Ireland,  without  the  tfoubleof  vi6tory,  enjoys 
all  its  confequence  and  glory.  She  difplays 
the  banner  of  independence  j  her  armies  ap^ 
pear;  and  England  furrenders  at  difcretion. 

England,  the  arbitrefs  of  empire, — England, 
the  difpenfer  of  the  power  and  guardian  of  the 
rights  of  nations  ; — England,  the  wonder  and 
terror  of  the  wqrld—  what  art  thou  now ! 
Difabled,  difhonoured,  fallen;  defperate  qf 
jifTiflance  from  friends,  for  you  h^ve  none; 
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pr  of  fuccefs  againfl  enemies,  for  you  failed 
when  you  were  flronger,  againfl:  adverfaries 
lefs  numerous  or  powerful  : — too  little  for 
confideration  in  a  fcale  of  the  balance  which 
you  once  held  and  adjufted  ;  and  remembered 
only  in  the  ridicule  of  Europe:  vanquilhed 
by  your  Colonies,  to  whom  you  fued  in  vain 
for  mercy ;  and  fubdued  even  by  the  afped; 
pf  Ireland,  to  her  abfolute  command. 

Love  of  our  country  cannot  be  extinguifhed 
in  the  hearts  of  Englilhmen^  and  care  of 
\vhat  we  love  compels  us  to  fave  it  fron^ 
utter  deflrudiion.  Though  the  fenfe  of  glory 
were  dead  throughout  the  people,  yet,  if  the 
common  and  firft  principles  of  nature,  felf- 
jdefence,  and  felf- prefer  vat  ion,  be  not  .extindt 
among  them,  the  period  of  revolution  and 
revenge  is  at  hand.  The  public  fenfe  was 
dull  to  the  diftant  mifchief ;  but  prcfent  cala- 
mity ftrikes  ftrongly  and  fuddenly. — -Three 
months  nurfed  the  American  lie";  but  the 
Minutc-r  cannot  falfify  Ireland.  Three  days 
deted:  him,  and  demonftrate  the  glories  o^^^ 

that  country  and  the  difgrace  of  this; her 

independence  and  our  fubmiflion.  We  feel 
iier  torn  from  our  fide,  and  we  bleed  at  every 
vein. 

Such  feeling  is  too  poignant  for  patience. 
It  roufes  ^o  a(ftion  every  remaining  nerve  of 
pur  flrength,  to  refcue  from  inflant  lofs  the 
Ijttlethat  islpft;-?rtp  preferve  domeftic  fecurr* 

JJ  rity,. 


12  APPENDIX. 

rity,  though  we  have  thrown  away  empire  ; 
to  entruft  the  facred  relick  to  hearts  that 
know  its  value,  and  hands  that  can  defend  it; 
and,  above  all,  pioully  to  perform  the  rites 
of  the  conftitution  :  appealing,  by  exemplary 
juftice,  the  indignant  manes  of  our  power 
and  our  glory. 

But  in  this  neceffary  courfe  of  national 
juflice,  much  difficulty  is  to  be  encountered 
from  the  generous  prejudices  of  Englifhmen. 
In  favour  of  Miniflers?  No  man  will  ima- 
gine it,  in  a  reign,  which  has  rendered  fyno- 
nimous  the  odium  of  the  country  and  the 
favour  of  the  crown.  The  fate  of  fuch 
favourites  as  have  never  before  ftained  the 
annals  of  any  reign  in  any  country,  will  be 
unparalleled  in  hiftory.  Unqualified  by 
any  fentiment  of  refped:  for  talents,  admi- 
ration of  magnanimity,  or  pity  of  any  one 
virtue,  the  public  execration  that  fpares  them 
not  in  their  power,  will  overwhelm  them  in 
their  fall ; — the  contempt  that  purfues  them 
now  will  infpire  peculiar  indignation  then, 
|hat  fuch  ufurpers  of  power  (hould  have  been 
enabled  and  permitted  fo  to  fall ; — with  the 
blind  defpair,  but  without  the  ftrength  of  the 
ftrong  man,  fo  to  drag  into  ruin  the  mighty 
fabric  of  the  Britifh  empire. 

But  difficulties  of  an  high  and  delicate 

nature  will  arife  in  effe(fi:ing  the  revolution  of 

our  liberties.     They  have  arifen  elfewhere  ; 

6  but 
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but  the  neceflity  of  the  commonwealth  has 
furmounted  them.  Founded,  however,  in 
the  generofities  of  ancient  attachment,  I  know 
they  are  found  in  the  heart  of  every  Englifh- 
man.  ** 

Eighteen  years  of  tory-rule  cannot  have 
entirely  detached  the  Whigs  of  England 
from  the  houfe  of  Hanover.  The  m^niory 
of  an  illuftrious  anceftry,  and  gratitude  to 
their  virtues,  muft  qualify  refentment  of 
prefent  wrongs,  with  an  affecftionate  kind  of 
Ibrrow;  and  forrow,  in  generous  minds,  foon 
grows  to  pity.  Crimes  then  are  loft  in  mif- 
iortunes  ;  or  if  remembered,  we  ^wifli  to 
reclaim  rather  than  to  punifh.  Or.  even,  if 
obftinacy  be  irreclaimable,  we  have  ftill  fome 
hope  in  the  future,  from  our  knowledge  of 
the  paft.  A  dilhonoured  reign  may  pafs 
away  in  our  annals,  like  a  cloudy  day  in 
lummer ;  and  if  the  day  be  not  too  long,  nor 
the  tempeft  too  violent,  the  glories  of  the  fuc* 
ceeding  morning  may  anfwer  our  hopes  and 
renew  our  happinefs. 

But  to  tranquilife,  if  pofTible,  the  prefent 
fcene,  by  reconciling  our  affedtion  to  a  parti- 
cular family,  with  our  duty  to  the  country, 
let  us  endeavour  to  win  attention  before  we 
force  it.  Let  us  convince  by  reafon  rather 
than  by  power  ;  and  try  to  prevent  the  mif- 
chief  by  the  example  of  others,  rather  than 
corred:  it  by  our  own. 
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*  It  was  propofed  in  my  laft  paper  to  confi-> 
der  the  fad:  of  difunion  from  this  country,  as 
it  has  occurred  in  America  and  Ireland,  in 
demonftration  of  the  maxim  that  I  th^re 
advanced  againil:  the  parliamentary  confidence 
of  arbitrary  men.  From  the  fatal  example 
of  thofe  countries,  I  undertook  to  prove, 
that  majorities  in  parliament  are  ruinous  to  the 
Sovereign  and  his  Minijlers^  in  proportion  to  the 
fupport  they  are  induced  to  give  them  againjl 
thefenfe  of  the  people. 

In  America  the  people  were  unanimous 
againft  certain  powers  claimed  by  their  late 
king,  and  attempted  to  be  exercifed  by  his 
rainilters :  but  the  monarch  perfifled  againil 
his  people;  and  has  lofl  his  American  throne. 
So  far  the  fad:  flands  undifputed.  Now  let 
us  confider  whether  his  miniflers  and  their 
majorities  in  parliament  have  not  afFeded 
the  ruin  of  his  royalty,  while  they  flattered 
his  ambition,  and  feemed  to  fupport  his 
power. 

It  is  beyond  any  common  calculation  of 
obftinacy,  that  the  American  war  would  have 
been  perfifled  in,  if  the  rfionarch  had  not 
been  infatuated  by  thofe  monflrous  majorities 
which  his  miniflers  ,by  every  monflrous  means, 
procured  in  parliament.  I  fay,  by  every 
monftrous  means  :  for  befides  the  court-cor- 
ruption that  prevails  in  all  cafes,  new  and  un- 
heard-of wickednefs  prevailed  in  this.     Fal- 

iification 
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ilfication  of  fad  was  not  indeed  new  in  the 
miniiler ;  but  in  the  magnitude  of  this  in- 
flance,  it  took  peculiar  criminality.  Sup- 
preilion  of  every  truth,  univerfal  fraud,  and 
bafeft  mifreprefentation,  blinded  the  reafon 
of  men ;  while  every  fedu^live  and  inflam- 
matory art  perverted  and  poifoned  their  paf- 
lions.  Without  fuch  impulfe,  no  monarch, 
however  blind  or  obftinate,  would  have  per- 
fifted  in  fuch  a  war  ;  without  fuch  fupport, 
he  could  not  have  drawn  the  fword  from  year 
to  year  againft  his  people. 

But  even  if  fuch  had  been  the  fituation  ;  if 
without  the  ficftion  of  parliamentary  fandtion, 
the  royal  flandard  had  been  eredled  againft 
the  liberties  of  America,  he  could  not  have 
lofl  his  iVmerican  Crown  more  abfolutely 
than  he  has  by  a(5t  of  pajliament.  I  believe 
he  would  not  have  loft  it  fo  certainly.  Ame- 
rica would  have  conquered  the  King,  and 
more  fpeedily  perhaps  than  (he  conquered 
the  King  and  Parliament ;  but  her  magnani- 
mity might  have  forgotten  the  idle  ambition 
of  a  foplifh  Prince;  though  flie  will  never 
forgive,  in  prudence  or  in  fpirit,  the  formal 
tyranny  of  a  grave  Legiflature. 

My  reader  may  have  been  furprized  and 
(hocked,  when  I  aflferted  the  fa  (ft  of  Ireland 
being  now  difunited  from  this  country  ;  be- 
caufe  he  may  have  liftened  to  the  tales  of 
Minifters,  and  the  impudent  inventions  of 

their 
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their  advocates.  But  I  afTert  again  and  again, 
that  Ireland  is  at  this  moment  in  an  adlual 
jftate  of  difunion  from  lis  ;  difunion  of  com- 
merce, difunion  of  finance,  difunion  of 
military  ftrength,  and  difunion  of  national 
affedion.  Such  is  the  fad:;  and  therefore  I 
exped:  to  hear  the  Minifter  affure  Parliament 
of  the  contrary. 

If  Parliament  continue  any  faith  in  the 
wifdomor  truth  of  the  rpan,  whofe  folly  and 
fallacies  miffed  them  to  cafl  America  from  us, 
the  prefent  difunion  of  Ireland,  which  their 
marked  fervility  to  him  at  the  clofe  of  laft 
Seffion  has  already  produced,  and  their  pre- 
pofterous  fupport  of  him  at  the  beginning  of 
this  has  already  ftrongly  confirmed,  will  be 
ratified  for  ever.  I  flate  the  fadt  of  their 
refentment,  without  now  going  into  the 
difcuflionof  their  wrongs :  but  their  refentment 
is  exprefsly  and  pointedly  againfl  the  Britifh 
Parliament.  They  exhaufl:  all  their  elo- 
quence againfl  it  in  their  debates  ;  and  when 
they  want  terms  to  exprefs  its  tyranny,  its 
avarice,  its  infenfibility  to  every  thing 
honourable  or  jufl,  they  fay  that  the  Britifh 
Parliament  and  the  Britifh  Minifter  are 
fynonimous. 

December y   I779« 
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THE  WHIG. 
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To  the  Right  Honourable  Edward  horct 
Baron  Thurlow,  and  Lord  High  Chan,*- 
cellor  of  England. 

Magnum    virum  facile    dixeris  i    BONtrM 
libenter* 

A  Have  acknowledged  your  rank,  rfy  Lord, 
and  your  high  titles,  with  the  pleafure  that 
every  liberal  mind  feels  in  doing  juftice  to  an 
eminent  chara(3:er.  Every  man  is  ready  to 
confefs  that  they  have  been  earned  by  abilities 
as  fuperior,  as  the  independence  and  honour 
ought  to  be,  which  alone  can  dignify  their 
nature  or  juftify  their  tenure.  But  there,  my 
Lord,  on  that  cardinal  point,  the  public 
judgment  has  been  long  fufpended.  It  1  add 
that  the  fcale  is  now  rapidly  defcending 
againft  you,  and  that  the  Wonder  of  your 
talents  avails  only  to  give  weight  and  accele* 
ration  to  the  cenfure  of  your  condu<5l,  your 
Lordfhip  will  confefs  the  juftice  of  your 
country,  when  you  recoiled:  yourfelf,  and 
look  round  on  the  men  whofe  caufe  you  con- 
defcend  to  plead. 

One  of  that  public  who  delighted  in  ad- 
voL.  III.  C  miring, 
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miring,  and  who  now  exercife  with  pain 
their  right  of  judging  you,  I  yet  offer  nny- 
felf  to  your  Lordfliip  as  your  friend.  And 
though  the  friehdfliip  of  honefl:  reproof  be  in 
general  equally  thanklefs  and  fruitlefs,  I 
rely  on  the  manlinefs  of  your  mind  for  its 
public  effecft  in  this  inftance,  and  even  for 
your  Lordlhip's  gratitude. 

Before  our  correfpondence  proceeds,  let  me 
clear  its  way  to  your  underftanding  and  your 
approbation. 

This  letter  is  written,  and  unlefs  rendered 
unnecefTaiy,  more  fliall  be  addrelTed  to  your 
Lordfhip,  not  as  a  public  man  who  influen- 
ces public  affairs,  but  as  the  Didtatorof  the 
State  who  decides  them;  I  do  not  fay  im- 
fnediately  in  C6uncil,  but  certainly  in  effect. 
Your  Lordlhip  already  underflands  me,  and 
fo  will  the  people  before  our  correfpondence 
elbfes.  In  the  mean  time  I  flate  myfelf  to 
your  Lx)rdfhip  and  my  country,  not  alone 
juflified  but  impelled  to  reprefent  you  to 
yourfelf  and  explain  you  to  the  public,  in  all 
your  prefent  power  and  all  its  fatal  confer 
quence  ;  impelled,  by  what  your  own  ner- 
Vous  eloquence  too  confcioufly  defcribes^ 
**  the  abundant  danger  and  exigence  of  th^ 
time." 

I  do  not  argue  unfairly  with  your  Lord- 
fliip, when  I  alTume  the  fad:  of  our  mif- 
government  for  the  lafl  ten  years,     /  know 

the 
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the  contempt  with  which  the  fuperiority  of 
your  mind  has  looked  down  to  the  wretched^, 
nefs  of  the  ad  mini  ft  rat  ion. 

I  admire  the  emphatic  zeal  for  your  owa 
dignity  with  which  you  have  ever  difclaimed 
all  feliowfhip,  even  perfonal  acquaintance*, 
with  the  Prime  Minifter.  Ahd  it  was  in  thefe 
fentiments  that  I  hoped,  and  the  public  ex-*' 
ped:ed,  my  Lord,  you  would  have  difdained 
all continuanceof  public  conn^d:ion  with  him* 
A  man  of  fpirit,  it  was  concluded  that  you 
would  not  devote  yourfelf  for  ever  to  pufilla-^ 
nimity  and  diihonour ;  a  man  of  activity 
and  vigour,  it  was  deemed  impoflible  that 
you  ftiould  be  rivetted  to  indolence  and 
lethargy,  and  that  the  only  exertion  of  yout 
great  talents  fhould  be  in  defence  of  ignorance 
and  infenfibility,  which  they  had  attempted 
in  vain  to  inform  and  animate. 

Such,  my  Lord,  was  the  perfuafion  of  a 
people  who  were  willing  to  confide  at  leaft  iii 
your  magnanimity  :  and  even  yet  it  is  hoped 
that  you  will  not  thwart  your  nature,  becauf^ 

*  Lord  Thurlow  has  taken  many  opportunities  of  vin- 
dicacing  himfelf  on  this  fubjeft.  "  I  have  no  habits  with 
the  Minifter" — "  I  do  not  know  Lord  North," — are  his 
exprefTions  fverbatimj  on  thofe  occafions.  But^  in  il 
more  public  fcene,  his  determined  filence  on  Lord  i\'orth"S 
charaatry  is  ftill  more  decifive.  He  cannot,  indeed^ 
refcue  him  from  the  eloquence  of  Lord  Shelburne  ;  but  it 
is  the  very  malice  of  contempt  to  leave  him  to  the  piaifes 
«f  Lord  Hill  (borough,  and  the  Duke  of  Chandos, 

C'2;  it 
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it  happens  to  concur  with  your  duty  ; — th^t 
the  natural  exertion  of  your  character  will 
not  be  weakened,  from  the  confideration  that 
it  would  fave  your  country. 

It  is  not  my  prefent  purpofe,  my  Lord,  to 
write  the  hiftory  of  Mr.  Thurlow ;  for  my 
objedt  is  purely  public.  Totally,  therefore, 
rejed:ing  every  private  anecdote,  let  us  con- 
template your  prefent  public  capacity.  If 
turning  the  telefcope  for  a  moment,  I  defcry, 
through  the  diftant  and  diminifhed  retrofpect, 
an  accidental  advocate  at  a  country  quarter 
feflions,  it  is  only  to  prepare  my  mind  with 
due  wonder  for  the  contraft  of  your  prefent. 
magnitude.  If  I  recoiled:  the  firiff  fortuitous 
flep  to  the  houfe  of  Queenlbury,  it  is  to 
admire — fincerely.  Sir,  to  admire, — theftrides 
of  your  genius,  mounting  now  above  the 
Houfe  of  Bedford.  The  inferiorities  of  the 
portrait  are  beneath  the  public  intereft  and 
the  public  eye.     Ex  c  apite  Herculem, 

At  the  opening  of  this  fefTion,  the  general 
ftateof  the  kingdom,  and  the  empire,  became, 
as  ufual,  the  fubje(5l  of  parliamentary  confi- 
deration. The  particular  topics  lince  feled:ed 
for  efpecial  difcuffion  have  been  the  condudt 
of  our  Minifters,  with  refped  to  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland,  and  their  management  in 
regard  to  the  public  finance 

In  all  thefe  great  confiderations  and  dif- 
cuflions,    you    have   ilood    forth    the    only 

champion 
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champion  of  the  prefent  Miniflers.  For  of 
their  own  defences,  I  would  in  decency  fay 
nothing.  Befides  their  being  the  culprits, 
and  difentitled  to  any  credit  in  their  aflertion, 
its  meannefs  were  fufficient  to  difgnft  us  and 
condemn  them.  Accufe  them  of  public 
crime,  of  the  danger  of  our  iflands,  or  the 
lofs  of  our  territory  ;  they  declare,  with  the 
moft  ridiculous  folemnity,  that  it  is  not  the 
fault  of  thofe  who  cofiduB  public  affairs  as  they 
arCy  but  of  thofe  who  labour  to  make  them 
otherwife.  For  their  own  part,  they  call  God 
to  witnefs,  they  know  nothing  of  the  matter*^ 
Demonftrate  their  public  peculation  ; — they 
deprecate  juftice  in  the  fame  fpirit  of  the  Old 
Bailey;  in  the  very  language,  indeed,  of  a 
profligate  convidt  : — We  have  robbed  the 
public^  but  we  have  fquandered  the  fpoil ; — 
don^t  punifiD  us^  for  we  fhall  not  be  able  to 
maintain  ourfamilies-\. 

I  a(k  pardon  from  my  reader  for  defcend- 
ing  to  fuch  mifery  ;  rendered  worthy  of 
public  notice,  only  from  your  fingular  fupport. 
No  Nobleman,  except  your  Lordfhip,  has 
ftooped  to  it ;  no  Englifhman,  except  your- 
felf,  has   fo  infulted  his  country.     Even  in 

*  Lord  North  fverbatiwj  on  the  flate  of  Ireland,  and 
the  Jamaica  papers ;  and  Lord  Stormont,  on  every  fubje6t  j 
Specially  \.\\t. American  queftion,  "For  he  was  Embaflador 
Mj  Paris." 

+  Lor4  Hillfborough  (uerhatimj  in  tjie  Houfe  of  Lords. 

thq 
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the  Houfe  of  Commons,  none  but  Scotcl^ 
Lawyers  were  found  hardy  enough  on  that 
day  to  infult  this  kingdom.  And  even  they, 
with  all  the  feryiHty  of  their  country,  and 
venality  of  their  profefTion  (Mr.  Adam  in- 
deed is  but  a  young  practitioner)  were  forced 
to  confefs  **  the  JIuggi/h/iefsoi  Lord  North.** 
They  did  not  poil  from  Scotland  to  applaud 
the  Minifter,  whofe  irrefolution  has  renewed 
rebellion  in  their  kirk,  and  whofe  continued 
power  will  add  depopulation  and  famine  to 
their  country.  No,  my  Lord,  they  are  toq 
difcreet.  They  crolTed  the  Tweed,  according 
to  the  diflindtion  fuggefted  by  their  country- 
man, and  pretty  fleadily  adopted  fince,  not  tq 
defend  Minifiers^  but  to  fupport  Government. 
—And  the  docflrine  is  now  eftablilhed  in 
pra(51"ice,  by  an  immediate  proficient  from 
Lord  Mansfield's  fchool; — that  th^  only  mode 
of  fupporting  Governjnent  is  to  Jlander  the 
feople  J  to  demonftrate  that  we  have  neither 
virtue,  talents,  or  fpirit  among  us  ;  that 
we  ought  therefore  to  endure  defeat  and 
difgrace,  as  our  neceffary  lot,  and  hew  our 
wood  and  draw  our  water  without  repining. 
The  exclufive  infamy  of  fuch  auxiliaries 
were  itfeh"  fufl^cient  to  drag  down  the  dignity 
of  any  characfter.  Firmer  fame  even  than 
yours,  if  it  rifqued  fuch  ruin,  could  not 
^fcape  it.  When  the  Lord  High  Chancellor 
of  England  defcends  from  his  preliding  feat 
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lit  the  aflembly  of  the  nobles,  to  mix  with 
impudent  mercenaries  in  a  caufe  which  every 
man  of  honour  fhrinks  from,  he  forfeits 
every  reputation,  and  his  glory  will  fet  more 
rapidly  than  it  rofe.  Defcent  andfall^  which, 
with  the  fpirits  of  Milton,  we  thought 
adverfe,  at  leaft  to  the  magnanimity  of  his 
character,  will  grow  natural,  necelTary,  anci 
inftant,  to  its  abafement.  He  finks  for 
ever. 

"January^  1780. 


THE   WHIG. 


Alas,  from  what  high  hope,  to  what  relatfe 
U n  looked  for  f  are  we  fall*  ni 

A  HE  facfls  which  have  long  tended  and 
now  combine  to  give  perfedlion  to  the  arbi- 
trary influence  of  the  crown,  may,  be  diftin- 
guiftied  into  two  claffes :   the  ancient  oppor- 
tunities  of  ahufe  in  government,   ynremoved 
by  an  imperfecfl  revolution;  and,  the  fnodern 
inventions  of  power.     It  ought  not  to  be  won- 
dered at,  that  the  former,  which  efcaped  the 
wreck  of  James's  tyranny,  furvived  fafe  and 
forgotten  through  the   glorious    and  happy 
reigns  that  followed.     But  it  is  as  mucn  to 
be  lamented,  as  it 'is  fenlibly  felt,  that  dor- 
7  mam 


Q4  APPENDIX. 

mant  as  they  feemed  to  have  been  in  th« 
reigns  of  popular  Princes,  they  were,  in  fa<5l, 
acquiring  iize  and  flrength,  fufEcient  to  arm 
the  hand  of  modern  power  with  inflruments 
more  dangerous  to  liberty,  than  the  coarfer 
times  of  James  or  Charles  had  furnifhed. 
Thofe  opportunities,  and  temptations  to 
defpotifm,  feem  to  have  attained  their  full 
maturity  at  the  commencement  of  the  prefent 
reign.  The  feptennial  ad;  of  fuicide,  abhor- 
rent certainly  from  the  popular  nature  of  par- 
liament, and  deilrudlive  of  its  due  indepen- 
dence on  the  crown,  had  been  long  perpe- 
trated. Military  power  and  civil  influence 
united  to  enable  the  Prince,  if  he  were  fo 
difpofed  by  nature  or  education,  to  opprefs 
and  corrupt  the  people,  whofe  property  and 
power  was  leflened,  exactly  in  the  propor- 
tion that  the  crown  h^d  gained  weight  and 
force,  by  theeftablifhment  of  a  {landing  army 
and  a  national  debt.  But,  above  all,  the 
time  of  his  afceniion  to  the  throne  was  full 
of  fuch  peculiar  circumilances  of  popularity, 
as  gave  him  unlimited,  becaufe  unfufpecSed, 
power.  Into  that  aufpicious  moment  was 
crouded  all  the  promife  of  his  youth ;  founded 
in  the  fond  memory  of  a|l  the  virtues  of  his 
anceftgrs  ;  of  his  youth,  rifnig,  as  it  feemed, 
to  renew  t^he  race  of  glory  that  they  had  run, 
even  up  to  the  recent  goal  of  univerfiil  con- 
quefl.     Nature  and  fortune  confpired  to  give 

the 
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the  young  Monarch  of  that  day  an  empire 
the  beft  and  moft  permanent  that  Monarchs 
can  enjoy,  if  they  wifh  to  maintain  it, — ^an 
^bfolute  power  in  the. hearts  of  his  fubjecls. 

Such  was  the  power  and  the  opportunity 
of  exercifing  it  with  which  his  prefent 
Majefty  afcended  the  throne.  If  it  had  been 
the  counfel  of  his  reign  to  -improve  it  into 
the  perfedl  and  reciprocal  happinefs  of  him- 
felf  and  his  people,  the  way  was  not  fleep 
nor  difficult.  The  virtues  of  his  royal  grand- 
father, the  talents  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and'  the  genius 
of  England,  called  into  action  by  them,  had 
furmounted  the  difficulties  of  war  and  fa(ftion, 
and  corruption;  and  nothing  remained  for  a 
Prince  that  wifhed  an  honourable  and  happy 
leign,'  but  to  purfue  the  path  that  his  an- 
ceftor  had  trod,  with  new  facility  and  afcer- 
tained  fuccefs. 

But  if  other  counfels  were  introduced,  and 
ot)ier  objects  propofed  than  the  mutual  in- 
terefls  of  prince  and  people,  different  then 
jnufl  have  been  the  means  to  attain  thofe 
different  ends.  Then,  inflead  of  cultivating 
the  fahitary  fruits  of  wife  and  happy  govern- 
ment, the  old  weeds  of  tyranny  would  be 
carefully  cheriflied  and  diffeminated,  till  a 
new  harveft  fhould  arife,  adapted  to  the 
feafon,  and  to  the  taftes  of  men,  Ifefs  loath- 
fome,  but  more  poifonous  and  fatgl.  The 
\inextirpatcd  abufcs  of  formcF  times,  mel- 
lowed 
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lowed  now  by  age,  would  be  refined  into  a 
new  and  more  fubtil  fpirit.  Then  would 
appear,  in  fuperaddition  to  the  ancient  oppor- 
tunities of  mifgovernment,  unremoved  by 
the  old  Revolution,  the  modern  inventions  of 
power ^  to  be  removed  and  annihilated  only 
by  a  new  one. 

I  will  not  fay  that  the  counfels  early  incul- 
cated into  the  mind  of  the  young  Prince,  and 
the  young  King,  were  other  than  doctrines 
of  the  pureft  liberty;  for  I  never  heard  the 
conftitution^l  lecftures,  which  Lord  Bute 
delivered  in  the  clofet.  But  every  Englifli- 
man  will  affert  w^hat  he  feels,  while  freedom 
of  fpeech  and  fenfe  of  feeling  remain  to  him  ; 
that  whatever  thofe  principles  were,  the 
cfFed:  of  them  has  been  extenfion  of  royal 
influence,  and  violation  of  popular  rights; 
and  every  man  of  common  fenfe  will  conclude 
in  argument,  that  as  falfehood  cannot  flow 
from  truth,  fo  the  political  effecft  that  has 
been  fliated  as  generally  felt,  cannot  be  the 
refult  of  the  mofl:  perfect  conftitutional 
principles. 

.The  difl:inguifliing  charad:erifl:ic  of  the 
prefent  reign  feems  to  be  the  new  fpirit  in 
which  the  Members  of  Adminiftration  muft 
feverally  live,  move,  and  have  their  being. 
Formerly,  Adminiflration wasabody  actuated 
by  one  fpirit  that  pervaded  the  whole;  its 
members   were  diflind:,   not   feparate:    the 

particular 
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particular  fundlion  of  each  was  enforced  by 
the  correfponding  authority  of  all;  and  the 
general  objedl  was  compaffed  by  confent  of 
parts,  giving  the  additional  effort,  as  nature 
and  reafon  dr(5late„  of  united  force.  Now, 
our  mangled  government  is  in  a  perpetual 
(late  of  feveralty  and  difunion  ;  and,  like  the 
Polypus,  each  wretched  part  crawls  about 
without  power,  name,  or  lignificance. 

But  weaknefs  alone  were  not  a  fufficient 
qualification  for  a  modern  miniller.  He  muft 
beadlively  contemptible,  if  heexped:  honour 
at  court.  So  conftant  encouragement  is  ex- 
tended, and  always  a  ready  audience  to  all 
the  little  flander  of  office  againft  office;  tQ 
the  whifper  of  the  Treafury  againfl  the 
American  department,  or  to  the  lye  of  the 
Admiralty  againfl  them  both.  Occafions  are 
iludioufly  contrived  to  bend  and  fubdue  the 
fpirits  of  men;  and  thofe  are  advanced  the 
highefl  in  the  fervice,  who  have  befl  learned 
the  difcipline  of  difgrace.  There  fhould  be 
little  wonder,  that  commanders  in  fuch  a 
fervice  are  fought  for  from  the  ranks. 

Virtue,  we  are  told  by  an  admired  autho- 
rity, is  the  principle  of  government  in  repub- 
lics; and  honour,  in  a  monarchy.  In  4 
government,  therefore,  fuppofed  to  unite, 
and  almofl  to  identify  the  properties  of  both; 
where  the  power  of  the  monarch  is  the  con- 
sent of  the  people,  and  popular  concurrence 

is 
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is  regal  flrength;  we  might  hope  for  the 
combined  principle  of  honourable  virtue. 
But  if,  in  fa  (ft  directly  contrary,  we  find  a 
principle  that  counterplots  and  counterwork? 
the  befl  and  nobleft  affeftions  of  humanity, 
and  would  annihilate  all  moral  duty  and 
natural  connexion;  a  principle  that  fevers 
friend  from  friend,  and  feduces  brother  from 
brother;  that  hugs  and  betrays  and  deflroys; 
that  drives  honour  to  defpair,  and  leaves  np 
alternative  to  virtue,  but  infamy  or  fuicide; 
it  will  not  be  a  very  unlogical  or  uncharitable 
conclulion  to  infer,  that  fuch  a  government 
is  neither  in  the  fpirit  of  a  republic  or  a 
monarchy ;  that  fuch  a  principle  cannot  be 
fuppofed  to  be  enforced  in  mere^wantonnefs, 
and  without  an  objecft;  for  vice  is  not  its 
own  reward  ;  and,  therefore,  that  defpotifm 
alone  is  the  fpirit  of  that  government,  where 
fuch  principles  and  practices  prevail. 

Befides  the  feparate  and  difhonoured  capa- 
city in  which  modern  politics  require  Mini- 
flers  to  depend,  not  on  their  viriues  or  talents, 
not  on  popular  favour  or  honourable  con- 
nexion, but  ov\fomethingelfe  dlredily  oppofite; 
towards  perfectly  eftablifhing  the  new  fyften^ 
on  the  ruins  of  the  old,  particular  innovation 
of  difgrace  was  necellary  in  that  department 
of  adminiftration,  which  the  courtefy  and 
the  fuccefs  of  former  times  had  denominated 
the  firft.     The  Prime  Mini  iter  was  now  to 
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be  the  prime  objeft  of  contempt.  Inftead  of 
the  dignified  and  official  confequence  in  Par- 
liament, which  naturally  and  conftitutionally 
would  attend  a  Minifter  of  fpirited  talents  and 
popular  virtues  ;  our  novus  homo  muft  fubmit 
to  the  new  penance  of  his  place  :  deriving 
no  honour  from  vicftory,  forrvery  man  was 
to  know  him  only  as  the  Adjutant  of  the 
troops ;  but  left  he  (liould  imagine  himfelf 
more,  or  grow  by  miftake  into  any  reputa- 
tion, he  was  ftudioufly  to  be  expofed  in 
fituations  of  difgrace  and  difappointment : 
in  contemptible  minorities,  without  a  friend 
to  fupport  or  pity  him  :  (I  fpeak  of  former 
occa lions,  when  the  court  power  was  fu- 
preme ;  for  now  the  management  t)f  parlia- 
ment is  not  quite  fo  optional  to  the  fpirit  of 
St.  James's  \)  fo  that  when  the  parliamentary 
Minfter  feemed  to  fail  on  the  full  tide  of 
power  **  to  bring  America  to  his  feet," 
■whether  by  Scoth  bills  oi  Jlarvation,  ox  his 
own  conciliatory  proportions,  he  was  to  find 
himfelf  carried  away  by  fome  under-current, 
out  of  his  latitude  and  contrary  to  his  reckon- 
ing. Real  pay  indeed  was  to  compenfate 
the  futility  of  nominal  rank;  but  the  private 
favour  was  precarious,  and  the  public  odium 
certain.  He  was  to  be  the  Minifler  or  the 
Meffenger,  as  the  arbitrary  whim  of  the 
minute  (hould  dictate  or  permit ;  to  have 
authority  enough  to  effectuate  every  mifchief 

that 
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that  (liould  be  commanded,  but  no  powef 
whatever,  if  by  chance  he  fhould  be  inchned 
to  prevent  any ;  juftly  refponfible  for  others 
crimes  as  well  as  his  own,  becaufe  their 
wilhng  inftriiment ;  the  devoted  vid:im  of 
their  ambition  and  his  own  meannefs  :  he 
was,  in  fine,  to  reprefent  it^e  pawn  before 
the  perfon  of  the  King;  advanced  and  pro- 
tecfted  for  a  time;  but  when  no  longer  able 
to  divert  or  fuflain  the  attack,  to  be  fwept 
away  from  the  board  for  ever,  the  enfans 
perdu  of  a  defperate  party. 
March,  1780. 


THE    WHIG. 

his  own  MiniJIer, 


W  HEN  the  planters  and  merchants  of 
Jamaica  demanded  from  the  firfl:  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  fome  affiirance  of  proted;ion  from 
the  fleet  of  England,  Lord  Sandwich  in- 
formed tht^m,  "  that  his  was  merely  an 
executive  department.'*  When  they  waited 
on  the  Secretary  of  State  for  America,  to 
folicit  fome  attention  from  government,  Lord 
George  Germain  acquainted  them,  **  that 
every  thing  had  been  done  that  he  could  do." 
When  they  called  upon  the  Prime  Minifter 
for  fome  exertion  to  favc  the  ifland,   Lord 

North 
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North  told  them,  *'  he  did  not  know  it  was 
in  danger;  but  if>it  were,  /6? could  undertake 
nothing  pofitive  for  its  defence:  that  Lord 
Sandwich  was  perfe(flly  right  in  his  politics; 
for  that  the  firit  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  the 
Secretaries  of  State,  and  iirll:  Lord  of  the 
Treafury,  were  merely  executive:  the  cabinet 
mufl  determine.'* 

Omitting  for  the  prefent  the  charadleriftic 
condud:  of  thefe  noble  perfons  on  that  occa- 
fion  ;  the  infolent  levity,  the  hollow  polite- 
nefs,  and  the  laboured  nothingnefs  ;  I  delire 
to  fallen  my  reader's  attention  to  the  lingularity 
of  this  fubjed:.  It  is  the  only  article  of 
political  communion  arnong  the  Minifters. 
In  no  one  fentiment  of  politics  do  they  agree 
but  this,  to  dilTemble  their  refpedive  refpon- 
fibility,  and  to  load  their  common  mafter 
with  the  guilt  of  all  his  fervants : — ^you 
cannot  fay  that  I  did  it :  the  King  is  his  own 
Minifierr 

If  it  were  poffible  to  add  to  the  guilt  of 
men  who  have  plundered  the  property,  and 
openly  affail  the  liberty  of  the  people,  this 
additional  contempt  of  the  conflitution  of 
their  country  would  crown  their  crimes. 
It  is  notorious,  that  they  have  recourfe  to  it  on 
every  criminal  and  penal  part  of  their  condud: 
or  their  negledt.  It  is  their  conftant  boail  of 
impunity.  I  enquire  not  whether  fuch  a 
libel  on  the  government  of  England-— a  libel 

fo 
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foja/fe,  my  Lord  Mansfield,  and  fo  feditious 
in  neceiTary  confequence  againft  his  crown 
and  dignity,  be  ftamped  with  the  royal 
imprimatur  I  .or  whether,  as  I  wifh  may  be 
the  fa  (ft,  it  be  the  forgery  of  the  men  who 
have  . furrounded  and  betrayed  him.  They 
are  the  pubhfliers,  if  they  did  not  invent  or 
di(5tate  it ;  and  they  will  foon  be  tried  by 
God  and  their  country. 

In  this  fhort  fentence  is  wound  up  and 
comprefTed  all  the  myllery  and  mifchief  of 
modern  politics.  The  King  is  his  ow?i 
Minijier.  That  is,  the  whole  executive 
power  and  adminiftration  of  the  State  is  to 
be  placed  irr  hands  fuperior  to  controul  ;  too 
flrong  for  ordinary  refiilance,  and  too  facred 
as  is  fuppofed  for  puniihment.  In  effed:, 
therefore,  whenever  people  can  be  fubdued 
to  the  pracftice  of  fuch  theory,  this  principle 
amounts  to  perfedl  and  complete  defpotifm. 
For  what  is  the  power  of  the  mofl:  arbitrary 
defpot  on  earth,  other  than  pofledion  of  ,the 
whole  executive  ftrength  of  the  State  without 
check  of  refiftance,  or  fear  of  punifhment  ? 
— What  truer  defcription  can  apply  to  an 
arbitrary  Monarch,  than  that  he  is  the 
uncontrolled  Minifler  of  his  own  ambition 
and  caprice,  in  the  unjuil  violences  of  war, 
and  the  corruptions  and  follies  of  internal 
government  ? 

.  I  had  occafion  in  an  early  paper  to  difcufs 

the 
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the  ti'ite  iwd  mifanderftood  maxim  in  the 
polity  of  England,  tbat  the  King  can  do  no 
ivrong.  While  the  Englilh  conftitution  is 
preferved,  it  is  in  its  true  fenfe  a  wife  and 
ufeful  maxim ;  but  if  the  monftrous  inno- 
vation were  tolerated,  that  the  King  is  his  own 
Mifiijier,  it  becomes  nonfenfe  or  tyranny. 
If  he  mdkes  no  ufe  whatever  of  his  minifte- 
rial  power,  it  is  abfurd  to  call  him  his  own 
minifter,  as  it  would  be  fuperfluous  to  fay 
that  he  can  do  no  wrong  who  does  nothing. 
But  if  he  exert  the  executive  power,  per- 
fonaliy  inverted  in  him  by  this  tyrannous 
doiftrine,  and  if  that  exertion  be  unpunifhable 
and  unqueftionable  becaufe  he  can  do  no  wrong , 
i  know  no  more  complete  defcription  of 
arbitrary  fway. 

The  old  Utopia  of  the  controlling  care  of 
Parliament,  of  the  grand  inqueft  of  the 
nation,  and  the  hereditary  council  of  the 
crown,  is  very  pretty  reading,  and  it  is  no 
more.  We  may  amufe  ourfelves  with  looking 
at  thefe  venerable  family-pictures  of  the 
conflitution,  the  works  certainly  of  eminent 
mafters,  and  admire  the  unfading  colours  of 
their  fame.  But  are  they  mofe  than  objed:s 
of  curiofity,  or,  at  beft,  or  empty  admiration, 
put  of  all  modern  tafte  and  refemblance  ?  la 
the  portrait  of  Godolphin  do  we  trace  the 
features  of  Lord  North  \  Was  Somers  the 
prototype  of  the  Earl  of  Mansfield  ?    Is  the 

VOL.  III.  D  prefent 
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prefent  ufurper  of    Blenheim,    a   Duke  of 
Marlborough  ? 

In  truth,  whoever  would  now  go  about 
to  talk  of  whig-principles  in  government ; 
infpired  and  eftablifhed  by  the  honour  of  the 
peers  or  the  virtue  of  the  commons  ,  muft  be 
a  more  impudent  knave  than  the  majority  of 
either  houfe  can  produce.  To  prove  that  the 
fun  fhines  at  midnight  is  a  difficulty  too 
arduous  even  for  **  the  forehead"  (as  he 
himfelf  modejlly  exprelTes  it,)  of  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich.  A  more  prad:icable  and  more 
wicked  courfe  is  purfued.  It  were  defperate  to 
appeal  to  the  reafon  of  mankind  againft  their 
fenfes;  but. appeals  to  their  malignity  againft 
their  reafon  may  be  attended  with  fuccefs,' 
Thus  the  few  advocates  who  can  be  induced 
lo  plead  in  fuch  a  caufe,  never  fhock  the 
common  fenfe  of  their  audience  by  endea- 
vouring to  prove  their  friends  able  or  honeft : 
they  think  it  decent,  and  perhaps  they  have 
hitherto  found  it  politic,  to  argue  that  all 
other  men  are  equally  deftitute  of  talents  and 
virtue.  This  infamous  language,  chaftifed 
as  it  has  been  in  parliament  by  eloquence  and 
refuted  by  example,  would  little  deferve  the 
revival  of  public  indignation ;  if  it  were  not 
one  of  the  immediate  tenets  of  that  fchif- 
matick  herefy  in  politicks,  that  the  King  is' 
bis  own  Minijier,  All  popularity  of  chara(5ter, 
and  honourable  connexion,  whether  of  nobles 
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in  a  ftate,  or  of  thofe  talents  and  patriot 
virtues  which  conftitute  true  nobility,  are 
eternal  bars  in  the  way  of  the  arbitrary  fyftem 
which,  it  has  been  proved,  muft  refult  from 
that  favourite  principle.  The  early  exclufion 
of  Mr.  Pitt  and  introdudion  of  the  Earl  of 
Bute,  were  the  firft  bitter  waters  of  that 
fatal  fountain  which  has  almoft  deluged  the 
rights  and  power  of  the  people.  The  early 
and  continued  fpirit  of  llander  againft  every 
thing  virtuous  and  honourable,  firfl:  went 
forth  from  the  new  cabinet  againft  that  great 
and  popular  man :  becaufe  his  greatnefs  and 
popularity  ftood  in  the  way  of  the  new  prin- 
ciple, that  the  King  was  to  be  his  own  Minijier, 
The  perfecution  and  profcription  from  royal 
favour  of  the  Whig  families  and  connexions 
of  England,  has  been  uniform  ;  unlefs  in  one 
or  two  exceptions,  the  (hort  period  of  which 
has  only  ferved  to  prove  the  rule,  that  Whig 
principles  are  inconfiftent  with  the  new 
Toryifm,  that  the  King  is  his  own  Minijier, 

It  is  neceflary  for  the  people  of  England, 
rifing  as  they  now  are  with  yeoman-virtue 
throughout  the  country,  in  vindication  of  their 
ancient  rights  in  their  property  and  liberty,  to 
beware  of  the  full  extent  of  this  malignant 
principle.  In  its  full  extent,  it  fubverts 
every  fecurity  of  public  liberty,  while  the 
forms  of  the  conftitution  remain.  If  the 
I^ing  be  his  ownMinifter,  and  if  thofe  wh^ 

pa  fill 
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^11  the  offices  of  ftate  be,  as  Lord  Sandwicii 
and  Lord  North  affirm,  merely  executive ; 
a,U  due  and  regular  refponfibility  is  loft. 
Thirteen  provinces  and  the  fleet  of  England 
may  be  fold  to  France ;  the  people  muft 
fubmit  to  poverty,  and  hug  their  eternal 
chains  ;.  for  no  change  of  counfel  can  recover 
their  empire,  their  power,  or  their  liberty. 
They  can  infufe  no  popular  fupport,  nor 
popular  fuccefs  in  confequence,  into  a  new 
Adminiftration  ; — for,  the  King  is  his  ow?i 
Minijier.  Objlinate  adherence,  therefore,  to 
fuch  a  principle,  induces  the  inevitable 
alternative  of  ilavery  m  the  people,  or  the 
perfonal  refponfibility  of  Majefty.  The 
latter  has  a  precedent  in  our  hiftory ;  th« 
tormer  has  no  example. 
March  ^  1780^ 


To  the  Printer  of '  the  Public  Advertifer. 

\  Have  lately  read  a  bulky  performance, 
which  profefles  to  difcufs  many  law  points  of 
great  importance.  It  is  entitled  **  A  Letter 
on  Libels,  Warrants,  &c." 

What   ftopped    me   firft   in  reading,  and 

•{hall  alone  engage  my  animadverfion  now,  is 

a  long  paflage  early  in  the  book,    in  which 

the   author  goes   wantonly  out  of  his  way, 

without  the  leaft  call   from   his  argument, 

merely 
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merely  to  introduce  his  charader  of  a  very 
great  perfon,  who  is  only  not  named,  who  is 
but  lately  dead,  and  whofe  memory  will  be 
ever  dear,  not  only  to  all  that  knew  him  per- 
sonally, but  to  all  honeft  and  good  men  of 
whatever  denomination. 

In  this  characfter  fome  few  commendations 
are  afFe(5ledly  introduced  ;  .but  the  particular 
cenfures,  which  make  the  much  greater  part 
of  the  paflage,  are  fo  utterly  inconfiftent  with 
thofe  few  and  fparing  praifes,  that  it  is  no 
breach  of  candor  and  charity  to  fuppofe,  that 
the  former  praifes  were  inferted  only  to  point 
the  cenfures  which  follow  with  a  more 
nialignant  rancour. 

The  great  perfon  alluded  to  is  here  pro- 
nounced to  have  approached  nearer,  in  his 
political  and  legal  conducft,  and  in  every 
other  refpedt  indeed,  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon 
than  to  Lord  Somers  :--^and  what  then  ?  It  is 
always  invidious  to  compare  charadlers,  and 
would  be  impertinent  and  ungenerous  to  raife 
a  monument  to  the  fame  of  either  of  thofe 
great  men  on  the  ruin  of  others.  The  world 
is  now  agreed  in  acknowledging  the  abilities 
^nd  merit  of  both  ;  but  it  is  well  known  to 
all,  who  were  acquainted  with  this  noble 
perfon,  that  he  conftantly  made  Cord  Somers 
his  firfl  and  avowed  model ;  and  that  this 
eminent  Statefman,  with  the  Lord  Chief 
Holt,  were  the  two  charaders  in  the  long 

robe, 
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robe,  whofe  condu(ft  he  always  wifhed  and 
aimed  to  exprefs  in  his  own.  Yet  this  writer 
calls  him  *  a  Prerogative  Lawyer.'  We  all 
know  what  thefe  words  will  be  generally 
underftood  to  imply;  and  it  is  fufficient  to 
anfwer,  that  not  this  pamphleteer  only, 
but  all  others  are  defied  to  give  one  fingle 
inftance  of  the  late  Lord  Chancellor's 
having  at  any  time,  in  any  place,  or  upon 
any  occafion,  attempted  or  aimed  at  any 
extenfion  of  the  prerogative;  nay,  it  may 
be  faid,  for  it  is  well  known,  in  fome  pro- 
fecutions  which  he  was  to  condu(ft  as 
Attorney-General  in  very  ticklifh  times,^he 
managed  with  fuch  ability  and  candor  as  at 
once  to  give  the  mofl:  entire  fatisfadiion  to 
the  Adminiflration,  whofe  direcftions  he 
enforced,  and  even  to  extort  the  cfteem  and 
admiration  of  the  principal  leaders  of  the 
Oppofition,  who  were  moft  immediately 
interelled  in  the  event  of  thofe  profecutions. 
But  *  he  leaned  in  his  notions  too  much 
*  towards  ariflocracy.*  I  fhould  be  glad  to 
afk  this  writer,  whether  the  Bill  for  abolifhing 
the  heretablejurifdiftiorts,  and  the  other  Bills 
for  the  reformation  and  civilizing  of  the 
Highlands  in  Scotland,  which  every  body 
remembers  to  have  been  projected  and  con- 
ducted by  this  great  perfon,  are  not  the 
ftrongeft  proofs  of  his  zeal  for  the  liberties 
of  the  community  in  general  on  the  trueft 

jprinciples. 
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princtples,  and  his  not  being  biafTed  by  any  • 
undue  attachment  to  ariftocracy? 

The  account  of  his  LordOiip*s  fpeech  on 
the  preHminaries,  in  December  1762,  is  not 
only  a  very  rude  and  unmannerly  one,  (thefe 
are  peccadillos  with  political  writers,)  but  is 
abfolutely  falfe  and  contrary  to  fa  eft.  I  fay 
this  with  the  more  confidence,  becaufe  I 
have  feen  very  faithful  and  accurate  notes  of 
this  fpeech;  and  1  do  affirm,  that  the  fingle 
objediion  to  the  preliminaries, .  which  this 
author  pretends  to  quote  from  it,  viz,  about 
the  boundaries  in  North  America,  made  no 
part  of  the  fpeech,  nor  was  fo  much  as 
mentioned  in  it.  The  truth  is,  the  noble 
Lord  acfled  in  this  matter  upon  the  mofl 
honourable  and  temperate  principle.  He  had 
been  juft  then  difmilTed  from  the  Cabinet, 
;and  could  only  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  deliver 
his  fentiments  on  this  great  national  meafure. 
He  acknowledged  readily  his  approbation  of 
many  things  ;  and  thofe  which  he  difapproved, 
he  objed:ed  to  with  fuch  propriety,  and  with 
fuch  weight,  that  fome  of  them  were  actually 
corred^ed  in  the  definitive  treaty  ;  and  others 
Would  have  been  probably,  had  we  had  the 
good  fortune  to  carry  on  and  conclude  our 
negociations  for  the  peace  with  the  fame 
national  unanimity  with  which  we  fet  out. 

And   this   naturally  leads    to  a  queftion, 
which   this  father  of  candor,    as   he   calls 

himfelf. 
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himfelf,  has  affecledly  put  and  left  undetef* 
mined;  **  whether  his  Lordfhip  underftood 
foreign  affairs  or  not?"  Thofe  who  want 
yet  to  fettle  their  judgments  in  this  matter 
will  rather  be  directed,  I  fliould  fuppofe,  by 
the  opinion  of  fuch  as  had  frequent  oppor- 
tunity of  hearing  him  in  the  Houfe,  or  at 
the  Council  Board,  than  by  the  crude  con- 
ceptions of  this  malevolent  writer. 

We  are  next  inftrucfted  concerning  his 
Lordfhip*s  conduct,  and  the  motives  to  it, 
in  regard  to  the  militia,  the  habeas  corpus, 
and  the  marriage  ads.  In  his  fpeech  on  the 
firft  of  thefe,  which  I  well  remember,  he 
averred  of  .himfelf  the  very  reverfe  to  what 
this  man  affirms  of  him,  ultri  creditis  quirites? 
And,  after  urging  his  objections  to  the  plan 
then  feet  up  from  the  Commons,  he  declared 
himfelf  in  favour  of  a  w^ell-regulated  militia; 
and  propofed  fuch  alterations  in  any  future 
fcheme  as  were  all  adopted  the  next  year, 
were  approved  in  both  Houfes,  and  received 
the  Royal  AfTent. 

As  to  the  habeas  corpus,  there  was  indeed 
a  bill  with  a  very  fpecious  title  carried  through 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  1758,  with  the 
full  tide  of  popular  elo'^rsji^e:  but  it  fliould 
be  remembered,).  I jbt  fomt  ©f  the  moft  dif- 
tinguifhed ^awy^rs  in'thgit  Houfe  ilrenuoufly 
pppofed  it;  and  when  it  came  up  to  the 
other,  the  fubjed  iinderweut  a  more  deliberate 

and 
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and  folemn  (lifcufTion.  The  judges*  opinion? 
were  taken  upon  the  leading  principles  of  the 
bill ;  and  they  gave  it  as  their  unanimous 
opinion,  that  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was 
of  right  and  not  of  courfe,  and  that  forae 
affidavit  or  allegation  of  probable  caufe  was 
neceflary  to  found  the  demand  upon.  In  the 
debate  which  afterwards  enfued,  fo  many 
inconvcniencies  were  pointed  out  in  fo  maflerly 
a  manner  by  the  noble  Lord  here  afperfed, 
fupported  by  a  noble  Lord  of  the-  fame 
learned  profeflion,  that  the  Houfe  was 
convinced  of  the  great  impropriety  and 
unfitnefs  of*  the  Bill,  and  rejected  it  without 
a  divifion.  The  protefl:  which  followed  was 
only  figned  by  one  folitary  Lord. 

With  regard  to  the  marriage  acfb,  we  can- 
not but  remember  how  long  fome  provifions 
of  this  kind  had  been  called  for;  and,  with- 
out entering  into  a  difculTIon  of  all  the  points, 
or  indeed  of  any,  which  may  be  difputed  on 
•this  argument,  we  may  affirm  with  a  truth, 
that  the  bill  did  not  take  its  rife  from  this 
noble  perfon,  but  from  a  motion  made  by 
another,  with  whom  he  was  not  conned:ed  in 
bufinefs;  that  the  bill  prepared  by  the  Judges 
was  by  every  body  deemed  inadequate,  and 
the  noble  Lord  on  the  wool-pack  unanimoufly 
requefted  to  prepare  a  more  efFed;ual  one. 
This  he  did  with  the  firmell  perfuafion, 
^hich  he  regained  to  his   lail  hour,  q£  the 

general 
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general  reafonablenefs  and  fitnefs  of  what  is 
there  enaded ;  yet  withal  conftantly  profeffing 
an  entire  readinefs  to  concur  and  adifl  in 
framing  any  reafonable  amendments,  to  meet 
with  any  real  inconveniencies,  which  the 
prefent  bill  had  been  found  to  occalion. 

To  pronounce  concerning  any  man's  fecret 
motives,  is  in  the  highefl  degree  prefump- 
tuous;  but  if  this  be  in  all  cafes  hazardous, 
and  in  mofl:  cafes  ungenerous,  what  (hall 
we  fay  of  a  writer  who  with  equal  folly  and 
aiTurance  fuppofes,  that  *•  a  perfe<5tly  good 
Judge,  a  truly  wife  magiftrate,  a  perfon  of 
natural  good  temper,  and  of  the  foundeft 
undcrilanding  in  matters  of  law  and  equity;*' 
all  of  thefe  qualities  ufually  proceeding  from 
found  principles,  and  tending  to  produce 
upright  condud:,  fliould  yet  not  defer ve  the 
appellation  of  **  a  true  Patriot;*'  fhould  have 
joined  in  oppofition,  merely  from  private  and 
perfonal  dillatisfacftion ;  jfhould  have  adted 
frequently  and  repeatedly  with  an  utter 
ignorance  of  our  national  interefts,  both 
foreign  and  domeftic ;  and  fhould,  in  one 
cafe  particularly,  (that  of  the  marriage  ad:,) 
have  gone  upon  a  view,  which,  far  lefs 
circumfpedion,  experience,  and  knowledge 
of  the  world  than  his  Lqrdfliip  is  admitted 
to  have  pofle fifed,  muft  convince  any  man  is 
the  moft  abfurd,  wild,  and  irrational,  that 
can  be  entertained  or  imagined,  viz.  **  The 

perpetuating 
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perpetuating  a  fortune  or  family  once  made, 
&c."  The  div^erfity  of  family  characfters,  in 
a  very  few  generations,  or  even  in  one  and  the 
fame  often,  and  the  ceafelefs  fludation  of 
events  in  the  fame  family,  muflfatisfy  every 
body,  that  no  man  of  good  fenfe  in  worldly 
matters,  which  is  gracioufly  allowed  to  this 
noble  perfon,  could  amufe  himfelf  with  fuch 
a  vifionary  and  romantic  idea.  Vitce fumna 
brcvisfpem  nos  vet  at  inchoare  longam. 

As  to  the  many  petulant  and  malignant 
infinuations  thrown  out  in  various  parts  of 
this  pamphlet  on  the  defcendents  from  this 
great  and  excellent  perfon,  I  am  perfuaded, 
they  all  of  them  as  much  and  as  thoroughly 
defpife  them  as  they  little  deferve  them.  I 
fhall  therefore  fay  nothing  at  all  to  any  thing 
levelled  at  them  ;  nor  fhould  indeed  have 
written  what  I  have  in  defence  of  their  noble 
father,  fo  illiberally  and  wantonly  attacked, 
if  I  had  not  always,,  on  the  juftefl  reafohs, 
entertained  the  higheft  reverence  for  his 
perfon  and  virtues,  and  had  not  been  really 
affe(5ted  with  an  honeft  indignation  at  feeing 
hisafhes,  fcarce  cold  yet,  trampled  upon  in 
fo  difrefpedlful  a  manner,  and  his  excellent 
charad:er  fo  unneceifarily  and  fo  rudely 
calumniated.  I  fay  calumniated  ;  for  I  cannot 
help  retorting  on  this  writer  his  own  idea, 
and  pronouncing  his  performance  (as  far  as 
relates   to  the  part   here   animadverted  on) 

a  libel 
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a  libel  m  all  its  forms  ;  that  is,  according  to 
his  own  definition  of  one,  hoih  falfe  and 
malicious. 

Decepihef  l$i   1764. 


^0  the  Printer  of  the  Public  Advertifer. 

X  HE  extraordinary  demand  for  a  pamphlet, 
entitled,  **  A  Letter  concerning  Libels, 
**  Warrants,  &c."  owing  partly  to  the  nature 
of  the  fubjed;  it  profelTes  to  treat,  and  not  a 
.little'  to  fome  other  ingredients  with  which  it 
is  feafoned,  having  brought  it  to  a  fourth 
edition ;  I  had  endeavoured  to  perfuada 
myfelf  that  the  author  or  authors,  convinced 
by  the  information  they  muft  have  received 
through  feveral  of  the  public  papers,  of  the 
grofs  and  wilful  mifta}ces  they  had  been 
guilty  of  in  refpe<ft  to  fome  memorable  fads, 
as  well  as  fome  charaders  which  deferved 
a  different  treatment,  would  have  fo  far 
liftened  to  the  calls  of  truth  and  juilice,  as 
to  have  expunged  feveral  palTages  which 
appeared  in  the  former  editions,  containing 
the  molt  injurious  r^fledions  on  the  dead  as 
well  as  the  living ;  reflexions  not  warranted 
in  any  manner,  nor  to  be  accounted  for  or 
explained,  except  upon  the  amiable  motives 
of  envy,  jealoufy,   and  a  fpirit  of  faction. 


But  as  I  find  upon  looking  into  the  third 
edition,  that  inftead  of  aSing  as  became 
friends  to  truth,  or  even  generous  adverfaries ; 
inftead  of  retravfting  falfehoods  or  miftakes 
however  palpable,  they  have  not  only  repeated 
them  again  and  again,  but  at  the  fame  time 
accumulated  new  injuries  and  new  calumnies;- 
I  think  it  incumbent  upon  thofe  who  have 
any  knowledge  of  the  real  characters  and 
fadts,  which  thefe  worthy  aifertors  of  liberty 
and  the  conftitution  of  their  country  have  fo 
traduced,  to  ftand  forth,  and  not  fuffer  the 
unprejudiced  part  of  mankind  to  be  deceived 
by  the  grofs  partiality  and  flagrant  malice  of 
fuch  writers.  It  is  with  this  view  alone 
(detefting  as  I  do  the  warfare  of  newfpapers 
and  party  pamphlets)  that  I  have  been  induced 
to  undertake  the  drudgery  of  pointing  out 
and  expofing  fome  of  the  falfe  imputations, 
which  have  been  heaped  with  fuch  peculiar 
virulence,  upon  the  memory  and  public 
condu(5l  of  the  late  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  in 
the  later  editions  of  this  bulky  libel. 

Some  ftridlures  having  already  been  made 
[The  preceding  paper  addreffed  to  the  Printer 
of  the  Public  Advertifer.]  with  great  truth 
and  propriety,  upon  the  injurious  and  ma- 
licious attempt  towards  a  charatfler  of  this 
noble  perfon  as  it  flood  in  the  firft  edition  of 
this   performance,    I    fliall   wholly    confine 

myfeif 
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TTiyfelf  to  fiich  alterations   and  additions  a»' 
have  fince  appeared  in  it. 

In  the  firft  place,  this  Father  of  Candour 
Las  thought  lit  to  ftigmatize  fome  proceedings 
in  his  late  Majefty's  reign  againfl  a  certain 
V.  C.  of  Oxford,  as  being  very  oppreilive, 
and  in  the  fame  breath  to  impute  them, 
without  the  leaft  heiitation  or  ceremony,  to 
Lord  Hardwicke's  advice  and  direction  j  not 
cafling  the  leaft  cenfure  upon  the  late  Sir 
D.  Ryder,  then  Attorney-General,  who  con- 
du(fted  the  profecution  as  far  as  it  went,  and 
who  had  too  much  experience  and  ability  in 
his  profefiion  to  want  advice  or  diredition  ; 
and  was  by  principle  and  education  too  zealous 
a.  Whig,  and  of  too  humane  a  temper,  to  lay 
the  heavy  hand  of  power  upon  any  fubjedt, 
however  worthlefs,  where  the  Law  and  his 
duty  did  not  fully  authorize  and  require  it. 
But  why  then  is  it  charged  upon  this  Noble 
Lord  ?  Does  it  appear,  or  can  it  be  pretended 
with  the  leaft  truth,  that  he  was  even  afked 
his  opinion  about  it,  much  more  that  he 
gave  any  fuch  advice  or  direction  to  the 
Attorney-General  ?  Does  merely  holding  the 
Great  Seal  then,  and  aflifting  at  the  Cabinet 
Council,  make  a  man  refponfible  for  an 
Attorney-Generars  execution  of  his  office? 
If  fo,  why  is  not  the  Noble  Lord  who  at 
prefent  fills  that  ftation,  arraigned  through- 
out this  libel  for  every  ftep  of  the  proceed- 
ing 
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ing  againfl  Mr.  Wilkes,  inftead  of  the  two 
Secretaries  of  State,  and  the  late  and  prefent 
Attorney-General. 

The  next  thing  which  prefents  itfelf  is  a 
modeft  aflertion  (introduced  into  a  long  and 
laboured  pafTage,  which  is  intended,  Ifuppofe, 
to  pafs  for  a  complete  character  of  his  Lord- 
(hip)  of  his  having  once  affe&ed  the  title  of 
Earl  of  Clarendon.  A  more  abfurd  piece  of 
falfehood  was  never  invented,  nor  one  lefs 
probable  in  the  cafe  of  a  man,  who  had  for 
fo  many  years  ennobled  his  own  name  by 
the  force  of  his  own  genius,  nor  lefs  fuitable 
to  the  judgment,  modefty,  and  whole  be- 
haviour of  that  noble  perfon.  The  truth  is» 
he  more  than  once  declined  the  honour  of  the 
advancement  itfelf;  during  which  time  a 
report  being  fpread,  that  his  late  Majejfty 
was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  intend  it  for  him, 
it  was  feveral  times  inferted  in  the  News- 
papers, that  he  was  to  be  created  Earl  of 
Clarendon.  This  is  literally  the  whole  foun-» 
dation  there  ever  was,  or  could  be,  for  fuch 
an  idle  tale,  unlefs  one  could  fuppofe  it  was 
defigned  to  give  uneafinefs  to  the  family  and 
defcendents  of  that  celebrated  Minifler. 

He  then  proceeds  to  give  a  moft  falfe  ac- 
count of  Lord  Hardwicke*s  fpeech  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  upon  the  Preliminaries.  I 
don*t  mean  to  dwell  upon  fuch  infinuations 
or  expreflions  as  have  already  been  animadr 
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verted  tipon;  but  it  is  impofTible  to  let  fuch 
notorious  falfehoods  be  repeated  and  aggra-« 
vated  day  after  day,  without  exprefling  a 
jufl:  indignation  at  fuch  fhamelefs  profligacy* 
He  was  lo  far  from  obje<fting  to  the  Boun^ 
daries  between  the  Britifli  and  French  Colo- 
nies in  North-America,  fettled  by  -  thatf 
treaty,  that  he  thought  them  the  beft  ima- 
ginable. This  the  author  has  been  already 
told  in  print;  notwithftanding  which,  as  if 
determined  to  bear  down  even  truth  itfelf  by 
mere  effrontery,  he  has  added  a  particularity 
to  the  fuppofed  objection  as  foolifli  and  as 
falfe  as  all  the  reft. 

What  opinion  their  Lordfliips  entertained 
of  his  fpeech  that  day,  I  fhall  not  prefume 
to  determine :  Sure  I  am,  however,  that  he 
retained  the  powers  of  his  mind  too  perfecft 
even  to  the  laft  to  give  the  lead  colour  for 
the  low  comparifoh,  under  which  the  pre- 
judiced and  vulgar  ideas  of  this  malignant 
Writer  have  thought  fit  to  reprefent  him. 

He  felt  perhaps  as  few  of  the  defe(5ls  of 
age  as  mofl:  of  his  contemporaries,  and  yet  he 
has  been  known  to  fay  of  himfelf  in  that 
Aflembly,  Non  eadem  ejl  JEtas^  non  Mens, 
But  let  thofe  who  remember  the  part  he  fuf- 
tained  for  fo  many  years  at  the  Bar,  upon 
the  Bench,  and  in  Parliament,  during  the 
warmeft  political  conteils  againfl  the  ableffc 
fpeakers,   recollecft  the  light   in  which   he 

always 


always  appeared;  his.  grace,  flrengtb,  znd 
dignity  of  manner ;  quicknefs  and  comprcr. 
lienfion  of  thought ;  and  let  them  fay  if  they 
can,  that  he  had  neither  imagination,  wit, 
or  eloquence ;  that  he  betrayed  on  any  occa*. 
iion  a  want  of  the  ornamental  aiid  grac^eful 
accomplifhments  of  literature,  in  which  he 
had  the  felicity  to  be  better  grounded,  and  to 
have  -more  accuracy  and  extent  than  almoft 
any  man  who  had  engaged  fo  early  and  fo 
long  in  public  bulinefs  ,•  or  that  he  gave  any 
marks  of  that  Plainnefs  of  education,  which 
this  polite,  ingenious,  and  accompliflied 
Writer,  with  as  little  regard  to  truth  as 
decency,  is  pjeafed  to  beftow  upon  him. 

The  reflediions  caft  upon  his  fpeech  on 
the  fifft  draught  of  the  Militia  Bill  fent  up 
by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  1756,  have 
"been  fo  fully  anfwered  in  a  former  paper, 
that  I  fhall  fay  but  little  to  them.  I  muft 
however  obferve,  that  though  he  fuggefted 
many  and  weighty  political  objedlions  to 
that  Bill,  he  made  none  of  a  religious  nature, 
unlefs  the  author  is  abfurd  enough  to  call 
difapproving  the  mode,  prepared  in  that  Bill, 
of  exerciling  the  men  on  Sundays,  a  religious 
objedlion.  So  far  from  enervating  the 
fcheme,  by  propofing  to  reduce  the  number 
to  one-balf,  he  made  it  by  that  means  a 
pradicable  meafure ;  and  whoever  will  at- 
tempt to  increafe   the   number,    will   have 

vol.  III.  E  enough 
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enough  to  contend  with  in  anfwering  the 
complaints  of  the  country  upon  fuch  an 
augmentation.  So  far  from  contriving  to 
defeat  the  execution  of  it  in  his  particular 
county  after  it  became  a  law,  the  moft 
punctual  obedience  was  paid  to  the  Adl  in 
every  particular  by  the  noble  perfon  who 
was  then,  and  is  now^  his  Majefty*s  Lieute- 
nant in  that  county  j  the  Militia  of  which 
was  actually  raifed  and  difciplined  for  two 
years  together  during  the  war,  and  is  now 
on  foot  again,  and  was  called  out  to  their 
annual  exercife  in  May  lafl. 

There  is  but  one  thing  more  which  truth 
compels  me  to  take  notice  of,  and  that  is, 
.what  this  well-informed  writer  thinks  pro- 
per to  fay,  with  regard  to  the  judges  who 
were  called  to  that  important  Hation,  whilfl 
the  Great  Seal  ^as  in  his  hands.  Can  any 
one  who  looks  round  Weftminfler-Hali  at 
this  hour,  forget  who  recommended  many 
of  the  ableft  who  now  fit  there  ?  as  able  and 
as  upright  men  as  ever  adminiftered  jullice 
in  any  age  or  any  country.  Can  he  forget 
or  affed:  to  treat  with  contempt  the  names  of 
profej/ional  merit  of  fome  who  are  dead,  or 
retired,  Reeves,  Lee,  Ryder,  Strange,  Wright^ 
Burnet,  Fofter,  Clarke,  and  others,  who 
might  be  mentioned?  Or  will  he  venture 
to  affert,  that  thefe  men  obtained  their  feats 
upon  the  bench  by  miniJleriaU  not  frofejjional ^ 
merit,  ,  -    •Though 
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Though  I  perceive  that   the  fubjedl  has 
carried    me  farther  than  I  at  firft  defigned, 
yet  before  I  have  quite  done  with  it,  I  think 
fome   notice  fliould   be  taken  of  the  many 
fcattered  paffages  in  this  curious  medley  of 
fad:ious  politics,  extravagant  law  dodtrines,  A 
and  perfonal  abufe,   inferted  with  the  gene- 
rous purpofe  of  depreciating,  by  this  virulent 
libel  j  the  honour  and  reputation  of  the  family 
and  defcendants  of  the   noble  perfon  above 
mentioned.     But  asr  there  happens  to  be  one 
among    them,    whofe     talents,     eloquence, 
learning,     and   integrity,    have   raifed   him 
to  a   height   in    the   profeffion  of  the  law, 
which  in  the  general  efteem  of  the  Bar,  and 
in  the  public  voice,   gave  him  juft  and  regu- 
lar pretenfions  to  the  firft  honours  in  it ;  who 
filled,  for  many  years,  two  great   flations, 
with  as  much  capacity  and  reputation,  as  any 
man  whatever;  and  who  lately  refigned  one 
of  them,  fo  as  to  afferthis  own  honour  and 
fentiments  with  the  moft  weight  and  free- 
dom,   at  the  hazard   of  every  thing   which 
can  be  called  profit  or  ambition ;    who  is  too 
knowing  to  be  dictated  to  on  points  whicl^ 
concern  the  law  and  conflitution ;   too  faga- 
cious  and  honefl  to  be  made  a  fool;  tog  wife 
and  temperate  in  his  public  condu(ft  to  pleafe 
the  felfifh,   the  interefted,   and  the  violent  j 
too  free  and  independent  in  his  fituation  and 
fortune,  to  lay  hinijelf{in  the  language  of  this 
E  %  writer) 
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writer)  at  the  feet  of  any  man^  or  to  cafl  bis- 
opinions  into  any  rninifterial  or  popular  mould> 
i)ecaufe  it  may  happen  to  fuit  with  the  times, 
or  with  his  own  intereft:  He  is  therefore 
peculiarly  marked  out  for  vengeance, -^his 
condud:  in  Parliament  mifreprefented  and 
traduced,  where  in  truth  it  gained  him  mucb 
credit  in  all  the  inilances  alluded  to  ;  and 
his  good  name  to  be  branded  with  every 
ill-natured  epithet,  and  falfe  refle(5tion» 
which  the  infolence,  the  injuftice,  and  the 
})rivate  views  of  Others  can  fuggefl. 
.  After  adl,  let  me  appeal  to  the  zealous, 
admirers  of  this  libeller,  whether  he  who 
wantonly  facrifices  the  truth  of  fa£ts,  and 
characfters  above  fufpicion,  to  the  dark  pur^ 
Jjofes  of  calumny  and  envy,  has  the  leait 
claim  to  the  applaufe  or  confidence  of  any 
party. 

Law  difpenfed  by  fud:h  writers,  is  like  aj 
fword  in  the  hands  of  a  madman  ;  it  will  ftab 
indeed,  but  it  will  flab  in  the  dark,  the 
friends  rather  than  the  enemies  of  the  Con- 
ilitution  ;  and  thus  it  may  become  a  terror  to 
innocent  and  worthy  citizens,  inflead  of  aa 
inflrument  of  juftice  againft  profligate  Mini-*- 
^ers  and  lawlefs  fubjedts.. 

January  30,  1765..  , 

r- 

THE 


THE  COUNTRY  GENTLEMAN. 


'February  3,    I7?p. 

JT  ROM  the  fpirited  proceedings  of  the 
petitioning  counties,  the  nation  has  already 
gained  one  great  advantage.  It  ha^  had  the 
faireft  opportunity  of  trying  the  different 
pretenfions  of  thofe  who  profeffed  to  have  its 
welfare  and  glory  at  heart.  Private  intereft 
and  public  utility  have  ere<fted  their  feveral 
standards.  The  mercenary  bands  pf  the 
one  have  been  driven  to  the  neceflity  of 
fepa rating  themfelves^?^M'r/)'  from  the  friends 
of  the  other.  The  great  party  of  the  natior^ 
Hands  glorioufly  diftinguilhed  from  the 
fadilous  retainers  of  3.  corrupt  Adminiilration, 

The  imputation  of  the  felfifh  views  of 
ambition  and  avarice,  fo  artfully  thrown  out 
againfl  the  oppofers  of  the  prefent  difgraceful 
fyftem,  has  at  length  been  unqueftionably 
brought  home  to  the  fupporters  of  that  fyftem; 
^nd  oppoiition  has  gained  that  confidence 
from  the  people,  to  which  their  patriotic 
ejcertions  had  fo  long,  and  fo  juflly  entitled 
them. 

Art  eVent  fo  defirable  is  not  more  to  be 
afcribed  to  the  condudl:  of  the  petitioners, 
tharj  to  the  meafures  purfued  by  the  few  who 

oppofe 
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oppofe  thetn.  We  are  indebted,  I  hope,'  to 
the  goodnefs  of  Providence  for  the  feledioa 
of  thefe  men.  Zealous  without  knowledge, 
abilities  or  difcretion,  they  have  been  betrayed 
into  an  avowal  of  the  fecret  defigns  of  their 
employers.  Tranfported  by  an  eager  defire 
of  recommending  themfelves,  they  have 
divulged  the  dark  myfteries  of  the  court, 
and  explained  its  deep  laid  fchemes  and 
arbitrary  dodlrines,  to  an  aifembly  of  Britifh 
Ireeholders, 

Thefe  dodlrines,  it  is  true,  we  have  feen 
artfully  inculcated,  for  feveral  pafl,  in  all  the 
venal  productions  of  the  miniflerial  prints. 
From  the  learned  Penfioner,  [Dr.  Samuel 
Johnfon.]  whofe  talents  were  once  happily 
employed  in  the  fervice  of  his  country,  down 
to  the  writers  of  daily  effays,  and  newfpaper 
paragraphs,  not  a  mercenary  pen  but  has 
infinuated  them  more  or  lefs  covertly.  But 
the  formal  and  authentic  confeflion  of  them 
was  referved  for  the  daring  and  intrepid  fpirit 
of  Mr.  Smelt, 

Emboldened  by  the  boundlefs  favour  he 
enjoyed  with  his  Sovereign,  that  gentleman 
thought  himfelf  authorifed  to  fpeak  without 
fear  or  reftraint.  With  that  familiarity  to 
which  he  has  been  fo  long  admitted,  he 
fnatched  away  the  veil  the  petitioners  had 
refpedifully  drawn  round  the  throne.  He 
boldly  produced  the  perfon  of  his  royal  friend, 

and. 
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and,  to  a  fet  of  men  who  pointed  their 
cenfures  only  at  his  Minifters,  held  him  up 
as  an  objed:  of  the  juftefl:  terror,  and  the 
mofl  alarming  apprehenfion. 

For  what  were  his  words  ?  Did  this  bofom 
confident  of  the  King  of  a  free  people  hefitate 
to  reprefent  him  to  his  diflant  fubjedis  in  the 
light  of  an  Afiatic  defpot  ?  to  feat  him  amid 
the  blaze    and    unapproachable  fplendour   of 
majejly^  felf- honoured,  felf -beloved,  and  felf- 
enjoyed.     Did   he  hefitate   to    propofe    the 
creature  of  the  conftitution  to  the  adoration  of 
the  public,  as  the  firft  animating  principle, - 
the  great  informing  fpirit,  the  efifence  of  that 
very  power  to  which  it  owes  even  its  exiftence?, 
Did  he  not  even  make  his  boaft  of  the  in- 
dignation with  which  he  was  fired,    when 
he  heard  his  roy^l  protedor  ftyled  the  fervant 
of  the  peopled      A    title    which    the   moil 
defpotic  monarchs,  at  leaft,  affe£l  to  glory  in, 
as  the  fureft  to  enthrone  them  in  the  hearts  of* 
their  fubje<fts,  but  which,  it  feems,  is  con- 
sidered as  an  infult  on  a  defcendant  of  the 
Houfe  of  Brunfwick  !     To  whom,   then,  is 
that  Prince  indebted  for  the  crown  he  wears  ?. 
To   the  people  aflerting   their   rights.      To. 
whom  does  he  owe  the  preference  given  to, 
his  line  over  the  elder  branches  of  the  Houfe 
of  Stuart  ?  To  the  people.     Why  is  he  not  at 
this  inftant  buried  in  obfcurity,  confounded 
among  the.petty  Princes  who  are  fubfidiary  to 

the 
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fhe  throne,  to  which  the  fubverfion  of  the 
doftrines  of  his  favourite,  paved  him  the 
tvay  ?  Why,  but  for  the  people  averting 
their  rights,  and  delegating  a  power  which  it 
was  theirs  alone  to  confer  ?  And  ihall  it  be  a 
difgraceto  this  Prince  to  be  ftyled  the  fervant: 
of  that  people  ?  Shall  the  man,  whom  he  has 
taken  to  his  bofom,  declare  the  very  idea  tQ 
be  riarrow^  little  cmd  mean,  unworthy  of  ^ 
King  of  England  ? 

The  public  and  authentic  avowal  of  the 
doclrines  of  the  Court  produced  the  effects  it 
was  ftatUral  to  expecft  among  the  defcendants 
of  the  revolutionifts.  Whigs  and  Tories 
equally  took  the  alarm.  The  whole  body  of 
the  freeholders  of  York,  whom  their  diftreiTes 
had  aflembled,  with  a  view  of  examining  into 
the  caufe  of  their  grievances,  were  convinced 
by  Mr,  Smelt  of  the  neceffity  of  concurring 
in  the  meafures  propofed  to  them  by  the 
promoters  of  the  petition.  For  at  the  very 
moment  they  were  complaining  of  (he  fee  ret 
influence  of  the  Crown,  they  were  infulted 
by  an  open  declaration  of  its  ambitious  and 
unconftitutional  views.  While  they  were 
expreffing  their  fears  at  an  encreafe  of  a 
dangerous  power,  purchafed  under  hand  by 
the  money  of  the  public,  they  heard  it 
declared  by  unqueftionable  authority,  that  in 
the  dodrine  of  the  Courtx\\\%  power  required 
to    be   encrecfcd    greatly,    beyond   even     its 

prefent 
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prefcnt  encroachments.  They  were  befeeching 
their  reprefentatives  to  adopt  the  moil  Heady 
and  effed:ual ,  ineafures  for  reheving  the 
country  from  the  enormous  weight  of  taxes 
with  which  it  was  opprefTed,  and  they  were 
told  that  in  the  doctrine  of  the  Court  this 
country  could  never  be  properly  governed, 
till  thofe  taxes  (liould  be  rendered  perpetual, 
and  till  the  nation  fhould  be  precluded  from 
every' hope  of  relief.  Even  thofe  who  had 
attended  the  affembly  with  an  intention  of 
oppofing  the  petition,  were  compelled  by 
fuch  alarming  difcoveries  to  join  in  the  prayer 
of  it  ;  and  all  the  fruits  pfoduced  by  the 
effufion  of  this  very  loyal  zealot ^  were  to  give 
unanimity  to  the  meeting,  arid  to  unite  all 
parties  in  one  great  conftitutional  caufe. 

If  the  nation  has  derived  fo  great  an  ad- 
vantage from  the  rafh  and  impetuous  zeal  of 
Mr.  Smelt,  it  is  no  lefs  indebted  to  the  condu<5t 
of  the  perfons  employed  by  the  Minifler  in 
another  county,  (Hertford.)  Nature  has  beent 
very  fparing  of  her  gifts  to  the  young 
nobleman,  ( Salijbury )  whom  he  has  placed 
at  their  head.  But  his  Lordfliip  endeavours 
to  make  up  by  zeal  what  he  wants  in  abilities. 
It  fills  us  with  indignation  to  hear  of  the 
infamous  arts  employed  to  miflead  the  ig- 
jaorant,  and  intimidate  the  dependent,  whom 
the  agents  of  that  nobleman,  and  of  his 
penfioncd    afTiflants,    induce    to    %n     the 

Hertforc} 
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Hertford  protefl:.  A  proteft  again  ft  thtf* 
proceedings  of  a  meeting,  at  which  they  did 
not  even  aflift,  and  of  which  they  muft, 
confequently,  be  Utterly  ignorant.  A  proteft, 
the  very  firft  claufe  of  which  is  no  lefs  an 
infult  on  their  underftanding,  than  an  outrage 
on  their  feelings  as  Enghfhmen.  It  renounces 
one  of  the  moft  facred  rights  they  enjoy.  It 
difclaims  a  privilege  which  their  anceftors 
bled  to  feciire,  and  which  they  tranfmitted  to 
their  pofterity,  as  a  dear  bought  and  invaluable 
inheritance. 

Infatuated  people  !   while  they   put   their 
hands  to  their   own   condemnation ;    while 
they  Hgn  the  inftrument  of  their  own  flavery, 
and  encourage   their   hard   tafk    mailers    to 
cncreafe  their   burdens,  the  men  by  whofe 
interefted   arts    they  are  duped  and  mifled, 
reap  the   fruits  of  their  folly,  and   fatten  on 
their    fpoils.       The    leaders,     whom     they 
blindly  follow,  are  the  Very  men  who  enjoy 
the  enormous  falaries  and  unmerited  penfions, 
which   the    founder   part    of    their    fellow- 
freeholders   require  to  be  converted  from  the 
enriching  of  individuals  to  the  fervice  of  the 
State.     Even  now  the  golden  reward  hangs 
ready  to  the  grafp  of  their  Lord  Lieutenant, 
(Salijhury,)2ind  animates  him  to  perfeverance. 
The  lucrative  employment  (Treafurer  of  the' 
Houfehold,)  fo  generoufly  refigned  by  a  virtu- 
ous young  nobleman,  (Carlijle\)  who  fcorned 

^  to 
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to  owe  any  part^  of  his  fplendor  to  the 
fufFerings  ojf  the  people,  he  claims  as  his  due. 
He  counts  it  as  earned  by  his  fervices  in  the 
favourite  caufe  of  corruption.  He  triumphs 
in  the  gains  he  has  made  from  the  credulity 
of  the  deluded  inftruments  of  his  growing 
ambition,  and  maintains  that  he  is  invited  by 
themfelves  to  fhare  in  their  plunder. 


THE  COUNTRY  GENTLEMAN. 

To  the  Earl  of  H gh. 

February  17,  1780. 

MY   LORD, 

\t  HEN  the  defecfllon  of  the  houfe  of 
Bedford  compelled  the  interior  cabinet  to 
feek  for  fit  chara<5lers  to  fupply  at  the  Coun- 
cil-Board  the  furious  and  vindictive  fpirit  of 
that  party,  they  naturally  caft  their  eye^ 
upon  your  Lordftiip.  The  principles  which 
have  invariably  direcfled  your  political  con- 
duct, and  the  temper  and  difpofitions  you 
had  nianifefled  at  a  former  memorable  crifis, 
fully  juftified  their  choice.  It  promifed  as 
favourably  to  the  interefts  of  their  fyflem,  as 
it  boded  ill  to  the  happinefs  of  this  country, 
and  alarmed  the  friends  of  the  conflitution 
in  proportion  to  the  fatisfadion  exprelTed  on 

your 
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your  appointment  by  the  creatures  of   the 
Court. 

For  my  own  part,  I  am  free  to  confefs, 
that  I  by  no  means  felt  all  that  terror  and 
apprehenfion  which  your  return  to  ofRce 
diffufed  amongfl  moil  ranks  of  men.  If  your 
abilities,  indeed,  could  keep  pace  with  the 
wilhes  of  your  heart,  I  (hould  think  that 
Heaven,  in  its  utmofl  difpleafure,  could  not 
inflid:  a  heavier  eurfe  on  this  nation,  than  to 
fuffer  you  to  take  a  part  in'the  dired^ion  of 
its  councils.  But  in  the  weaknefs  of  your 
underftanding,  I  thought  I  faw  a  refource 
againft  the  depravity  of  your  principles,  and 
the  malignancy  of  your  defigns.  I  even 
conceived  feme  hopes  of  public  advantage 
from  the  effects  of  your  adminiftration.  A 
rafh  and  ungovernable  zeal,  that  excluded 
all  prudence  and  difcretion,  and  difdained  all 
leftraint,  might  not,  I  imagined,  prove  un- 
ferviceable  to  the  caufe  of  the  people.  Your 
conducft  at  the  commencement  of  the  Ameri- 
can diflenfions  was  frefh  in  my  recolledlion. 
The  illiberal  and  ill  grounded  cenfures,  and 
the  violent  and  unconllitutional  proceedings 
by  which  you  drove  the  colonies  into  rebel,, 
lion,  and  tore  afunder  all  the  bonds  that 
united  them  to  the  parent  ftate,  gave  me  no 
room  to  miHake  the  line  you  were  likely  to 
follow  in  our  prefent  domeftic  diflradions. 
Hooked  for  a  repetition  of  the  fame  impo- 
3  litic 
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I'ltic  Councils.  I  could  entertain  no  doubt 
that  the  fame  infolent  and  intemperate  mea- 
fures  were  meant  to  be  purfued.  The  pub- 
lic would  necelTarily  be  ilruck  with  the 
refemblance,  and  the  fad  lefTon  they  had  been 
taught  by  the  refult  of  thofe  meafures  among 
the  colonifts  would  naturally  put  them  on 
their  guard  againft  them,  when  they  favv 
that  they  aimed  immediately  at  their  own 
peace  and  happinefs^  and  would  open  their 
eyes  to  the  real  intentions  of  government. 

Your  conducft  has  ^fully  juftified  my  fuf- 
picion^.  In  the  violent  refolutions  lately 
adopted  in  the  cabinet  againft  the  favourers 
of  the  petitions,  the  people  evidently  dif- 
covered  the  traces  of  vour  charad:er.  You 
may  reft  aflured,  my  Lord,  that  they  give 
you  entire  credit  for  them.  You  may  ex- 
pe<5t  at  their  hands  the  fulleft  retribution, 
and  the  jufteft  recompence.  But  if  they 
could  have  entertained  any  doubts  on  the 
fubjed:,  you  have  taken  care  effed:ually  to  re- 
move them.  You  have  declared  yourfelf  their 
profefted  enemy,  in  one  of  the  moft  delicate 
and  effential  points.  You  have  confeiTed 
yourfelf  to  be  one,  at  leaft,  of  the  Minifters 
who  labour  to  alienate  the  affecflions  of  his 
Majefty  from  a  majority  of  his  moft  loyal 
and  afFe(3:ionate  fubjecfts. 

if  their  humble  and  dutiful  petitions  to  be 
eafed  of  the  oppreflive  burdens  under  which 

they 
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they  labour,  have  been  mifreprefented  iQ 
their  Sovereign  as  faBious^  and  founded 
merdy  in  afpirit  of  violence  and  party,  your 
Lordfhip  acknowledges  yourfelf  to  be  one  of 
the  authors  of  fuch  mifreprefentation. 

If  their  ■  conftitutional  meetings  to  coiled: 
the  fentiments  of  the  public,  and  legally  to 
convey  them  to  the  reprefentatives,  to  whom 
that  public  has  delegated  the  guardianfhip  of 
its  rights,  and  the  defence  of  its  property, 
be  mifreprefented  at  the  foot  of  the  throne  as 
dangerous ,  dijloyaly  f editions  combinations , 
evidently  tending  to  rebellion ,  your  Lordfliip 
acknowledges  yourfelf  to  be  the  author  of 
fuch  mifreprefentations* 

If  the  freeholders  of  England  be  denied 
the  privileges  that  have  been  acknowledged 
to  belong  to  other  fubjed:s  of  the  empire; 
if  the  armed  affociations  of  Ireland  have  had 
the  fand:ion  and  approbation  of  the  Minifter, 
and  \ixhQ.\xpere?7iptory  demands  have  procured 
redrefs,  while  our  hwnble  and  fubmijjive 
reprefentations  have  been  branded  ^.sfeditious 
and  tending  to  rebellion ,  to  your  Lordfhip 
they  are  particularly  indebted  for  the  infulting 
diftin^tion. 

If  his  Majeily  has  been  counfelled  to 
difmifs  from  the  government  of  counties, 
(Lord  Pe?nb)-oke,  &c.)  men  of  the  firft  cha- 
ra(5ler  and  property  in  his  dominions,  for 
exerting  the  privileges  referved  to  them  in 

common 
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cortimon  with  the  reft  of  their  fellow-fubjedis, 
by  the  fame  power  to  which  he  is  indebted 
for  his  own  title  to  the  throne,  your  Lordfhip 
acknowledges  yoiirfelf  to  be  one  of  the 
authors  of  that  council — you  pledge  yourfelf 
to  perfevere  in  i\\Q  refolution  a?jd  Jirmnefs 
nece/fary  to  fitbdue  thofe  men — to  puniOi,  * 
without  pity.,  the  petitioners  and  their  fup- 
porters,  and  all  who  dare  maintain  the  lega- 
lity of  their  proceedings,  or  their  right  to 
reprefent  their  grievances,  and  call  for  redrefs. 

Has  your  Lordfhip  weighed  well  the  con- 
fequences  of  this  open  attack  on  the  majeftjr 
of  the  people  ?  What  preparations  have  you 
made  to  meet  their  collected  indignation  ? 
In  other  queftions  between  them  and  the 
different  members  of  Adminiftration,  they 
may  content  themfelves  with  fupplicating 
for  redrefs.  In  this  they  muft  call  aloud  for 
vengeance.  In  vain  will  ypu  have  recourfe 
to  the  ftate  device  of  co^jfounding  your  own 
caufe  with  the  caufe  of  the  crown  and  con- 
ftitution.  You  may  procure  the  willing  votes 
x)f  a  corrupt  majority  in  parliament  by  holding 
iiip  every  attack  on  your  adminiftration  as  an 
attack  on  the  ftate ;  but  to  the  feelings  of  the 
freeholders  of  Great-Britain,  whom  you  have 
infulted,  vilified,  and  traduced,  andonwhofe 
rights  you  have  trampled,  fuch  arguments 
will  only  prove  an  aggravation  to  your  guilt. 

Believe  me,   my  Lord,     they    are   fully 

I  aware 
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aware  of  your  defigns.  They  have  iittlfi 
reafon  to  forget  the  tranfadtions  of  youf 
former  adminiflration.  They  recolledt  that 
the  very  terms  of  that  black  hand-writings  by 
which  you  firft  denounced  the  vengeance  of 
adminiftration  againft  the  devoted  Colonifls, 
were  the  fame  that  fell  from  the  tranfports 
of  your  furious  zeal  in  the  late  debate  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

In  that  fatal  inflrument  of  irrevocable  pro- 
fcription,  you  rep  re  fen  ted  ameafure  perfe<fi:ly 
legal,    perfed:ly   conftitutional,    a    meafure 
that  tended   folely  to  lay  the  grievances    of 
the  fubjed:  before  the  throne,  as  injiainmatory 
in  its  nature,  tending  to  create  unwarrantable 
cojnbinations,    and  calculated    to   injlame    the 
minds  of  the  people.     You  exhorted  the  crea- 
tures of  government  to  defeat  fo  flagitious  an 
atte?npt,  and  to  treat  it  with  the  contempt  it 
^eferved,     \ou  denied  it  to  be  the  refolution 
^f  the  majority  of  the  people,  but  of  a  fet  of 
faBious  defigning   men\    and  you  afterwards 
procured  a  protefl  from  the  inhabitants  of  the 
village  of  Hatfield  to  prove  your  aflertions. 
You  threatened   the  authors  and  fupporters 
of  fuch  proceedings  with  punifoment  without 
pity  ;  and  you  warned  them  that  proper  care 
Ihould  be  taken  to  maintain   the  dignity  of 
government.     The  refult   has   proved  what 
that  proper  care  was  defigned  to  have  been; 
and  thus  did  you  drive  a  loyal  and  fubmiffive 

people 
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people  into  all  the  excefles  of  rebellion, 
which  you  falfely  laid  to  their  charge. 

High  and  honeft  minds  can  ill  brook  un- 
merited fufpicions.  Refentment  at  the  un- 
deferved  imputation  of  the  guilt  they  abhor 
fometimes  precipitates  them  into  the  actual 
commiffion  of  that  very  guilt ;  and  when 
infolent  and  falfe  accufations  are  followed  by 
intenxperate  violence,  and  arbitrary  perfecu- 
tion,  they  feldom  fail  of  this  effed:.  The 
great  Conde  tells  us,  that  he  went  into  the 
Baftile  the  moil  loyal  and  dutiful  fubjedl  in 
his  Sovereign's  dominions,  and  that  he  came 
out  his  moft  implacable  enemy.  Hiftory 
could  furnifh  a  thoufand  Similar  examples. 
Your  Lordfhip  has  added  to  them  one  of  the 
mofl  fatal  and  inftrucftive  that  ever  flained 
its  page.  That  you  have  not  profited  either 
by  your  own  experience,  or  the  experience 
of  others  difqualifies  you  from  governing  the 
affairs  of  men,  who  are  at  all  times  acftuated 
by  like  paffions  on  like  trials.  In  accounting 
for  your  condud:,  your  Lordfhip  and  the 
public  will  think  very  differently.  Yonr 
befb  friends  excufe  you  at  the  expence  of 
your  underftanding.  But  whatever  the  pre- 
fent  times  may  determine,  you  may  hope 
that  poflerity,  though  it  will  never  look  up 
to  you  as  a  pattern  to  imitate,  will  at  leart 
propofe  you  as  an  example  to  deter. 

In  this  time  of  your  ambition  you  miift 
Y.QCiii.  F  however 
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however  be  content  to  have  driven  one 
country  into  rebellion.  By  your  mifrepre- 
fentations  of  the  defigns  of  the  Colonifls  ta 
the  Englifh  nation,  you  armed  them  againft 
each  other,  and  fteeped  their  hands  in  kindred 
blood.  But  you  cannot  mifreprefent  the 
intentions  of  the  freeholders  of  this  kingdom 
to  themfelves. 

They  have  taken  their  fland  within  the 
hallowed  circle  of  the  conftitution,  as  it  is 
marked  out  by  the  venerable  hands  of  their 
anceftors  ;  nor  can  all  the  forceries  and  blan- 
difhments  of  the  Court  entice  them,  or  all 
your  official  menaces  and  infolent  imputations 
drive  them,  beyond  that  facred  line.  They 
will  do  themfelves  yz^/Z/f^j  but  they  will  do 
it  with  the  temper,  moderation,  and  fteadi- 
nefs  that  become  their  caufe.  They  will 
ftand  up  for  the  majejiy  of  the  peopky  and 
they,  who  (hall  dare  to  prove  traitors  to 
that  majeily,  muft  become  the  objeBs  of  their 
jealous  vengeance,  having  fnned  without 
PROVOCATION,  they  mujl  expeEl  to  be  punijh- 
ed  with  jujlice  but  without  pity." — See 
Lord  Mulgrave's  fpeegh  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons. 
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THE  COUNTRY    GENTLEMAN. 


To  the  Petitioners. 

March  2,   1780. 

V-fNE  of  your  principal  objecfls  of  complaint 
is  the  mifapplication  of  the  national  revenues 
in  penfions,  unmerited  by  public  fervices, 
and  laviflied  by  the  Crown  in  the  purchafe 
of  an  undue  influence  in  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament.  You  have  petitioned  your  re- 
prefentatives  to  enquire  into  this  abufe  ;  you 
have  prayed  them  to  remove  it,  if  it  (hould 
be  found  to  exift,  and  to  appropriate  the 
favings  that  might  be  made  by  fuch  a  reform 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  State. 

In  compliance  with  this  part  of  the  in- 
ftruftions  of  his  conflituents.  Sir  George 
Savile .  has  moved  for  a  lift  of  penfions, 
fpecifying  the  names  of  the  perfons  to  whom 
tney  are  paid,  and  the  amount  of  the  fums 
they  refpedlvely  receive.  Without  fuch  a 
lift  it  would  be  impoflible  to  remove  your 
doubts,  or  to  gratify  your  wilhes.  No  other 
rule  of  difcrimination  could  be  fet  up,  by 
which  your  reprefentatives  could  judge  of 
the  feveral  titles  of  the  penfioners  j  there 
were  no  other  means  by  which  they  could 

F  %  §ain 
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gain  a  certain  knowledge  of  the  fums  fquan* 
dered  away  in  that  fcandalous  traffic,  of  of 
what  the  public  could  fave  from  its  fup- 
preflion. 

But  what  was  the  condud  of  the  Minifter  ? 
— -He  neither  had  the  virtue  to  acknowledge 
the  juftice  of  the  motion,  nor  the  courage  to 
rejedl  it.  We  had  never  formed  a  hope  that 
he  would  pay  .the  leaft  attention  to  the  prayer 
of  the  people ;  but  at  leaft  he  might  have 
come  forward,  like  a  man,  and  difputed  the 
point  with  your  friends,  on  the  grounds  of 
impolicy,  inexpediency,  or  danger.  We 
might  have  looked  for  the  plaufible  rea- 
fonings  of  an  able  Minifter,  and  he  infulted 
us  with  the  pleadings  of  an  Old-Bailey  ad- 
vocate. It  was  the  people  of  Rngland  againjl 
corruption.  Every  low  evafive  art  of  cunning 
and  fophiftry  was  put  in  practice,  by  this 
tricking  council,  to  miflead  the  jury,  and  to 
plead  the  caufe  of  his  favourite  client.  He 
did  not  dare  to  give  an  abfolute  and  unqua- 
lified negative  to  the  prayer  of  your  petitions. 
He  was  defirous  of  giving  fome  colourable 
excufe  to  his  creatures  for  adhering  to  him  ; 
he  therefore  moved  an  amendment  which 
feemed  to  pay  fome  attention  to  your  requefts, 
but  which  in  fa(5t  totally  defeated  their  objed:. 

He  is  called  upon  to  fubmit  to  the  con- 
iideration  of  Parliament  a  lift  of  all  penfions ; 
and  he  propofes  to  produce  two,  which  he 

affirms 
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affirms  mufl  content  the  people »  What  are 
thofe  lifts  ?  The  one  is  a  lift  of  penfions 
payable  at  the  Exchequer ;  the  other  is  the 
private  penfions,  or  what  he  calls  Lord  Gage's 
\v^.  The  amount  of  thefe,  he  tells  the 
Houfe,  has  been  already  prefented  to  Parlia- 
ment, on  an  applicatior)  for  an  encreafe  of  the 
civil  eftabliftiment.  He  v^'\\\  not  produce 
the  feparate  fums,  as  paid  to  individuals. 
The  total  amount  muft  fatisfy  Parliament^ 
and  from  this  amount  it  will  appear,  that, 
notwithftanding  all  the  prefent  clamour,  the 
fums  paid  in  penfions  aiRt.  fo  trifling  and 
inconfiderable,  as  to  be  beneath  reformation. 
They  are  no  objedt.  They  fhould  be  lefs 
than  nothing  in  the  eftimation  of  a  great  and 
wealthy  people!  If  there  be  any  abufes,  if 
any  undeferving  perfons,  or  fums  improperly 
granted,  be  to  be  found  on  either  of  the  lifts, 
let  the  gentlemen  of  the  Oppofition  point 
them  out,  and  not  fufpe&  where  they  cannot 
arraign. 

Thefe  were  what  the  noble  Lord  was 
pleafed  to  call  his  unanfwerable  arguments 
againft  the  motion.  By  thefe  he  laboured  to 
evade  the  prayer  of  your  petitions.  Your 
reprefentatives,  agreeable  to  your  inftru(5lions, 
call  for  information.  He  tells  them  they 
ihall  have  it  j  that  is,  fuch  information  as 
they  have  already  had,  and  which  they  do 
not  want.     This  he  condefcends  to  give  at 

the 
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the  requeflof  the  people  of  England.  This 
is  what  was  done  on  an  application  of  his 
own  for  an  encreafe  of  the  Civil  Lift.  But 
the  information  which  alone  can  fatisfy  your 
doubts,  and  anfwer  your  exped:ations — th© 
information  that  alone  can  bring  to  light 
what,  or  if  any  individuals  enjoy  Jinecure 
places,  e^cient  places  with  exorbitant  emolu' 
ments,  and pehjions  unmerited  by  public  fervices^ 
that  you  fhall  not  have. 

But  urge  him  ftill  farther — Why  not 
produce  the  names  of  the  private  lift ,?  It 
V^ould  not  be  right,  it  would  not  be  delicate, 
all  his  feelings  are  alive,  every  nerve  of  his 
trembles  for  the  honour  and  peace  of  mind  of 
his  penfioners  ;  for  you  he  has  no  feelings. 
i:  If  the  names  on  that  lift  be  fuch  as  muft 
command  the  approbation  of  the  public  :  if 
they  be  fuch  as  have  the  moft  indifputable 
claims  to  the  gratitude  and  liberality  of  d, 
generous  nation :  if  there  are  no  fears  that 
any  fhould  be  found  among  them  who  blufti 
not  to  add  to  their  princely  fortunes  fome 
miferable  ftipend,  drawn  from  the  toils  and 
fweatof  the  people;  if  there  are  none  who  re- 
ceive the  infamous  wages  of  alilentvote,  with- 
out the  fliadow  of  a  merit,  or  even  a  pretence 
of  public  fervice ;  if  there  are  none  whorn 
we  can  fufpecft  to  be  hired  to  libel  ever^ 
friend  of  the  people,  to  turn  every  thing 
that  fhould  be  held  facred  and  venerable  by 

Engliflimea 
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Engliflimen  into  ridicule,  to  bran(J  all  pre- 
tentions to  patriotifm  or  the  love  of  one'i 
country  with  mockery  and  fcorn,  openly  to 
attack  the  moft  invaluable  liberties  of  the 
fubjed:,  and  to  revive,  under  the  reign  of  a 
Brunfwick,  the  arbitrary  dodlrines  and  high 
prerogative  principles  of  a  Stuart — if  he  has 
no  fears  of  this  nature,  why  not  produce  the 
lift? — ^you  will  be  undeceived.  The  odium 
that  was  meant  to  be  brought  upon  his  im- 
maculate adminiftration,  will  recoil  upoa 
thofe  who  devife  it.  But  he  has  denied  it — ho 
fought  in  the  laft  dyke  of  his  power  rather  than 
give  it  up.     The  conclufion  is  felf-evident. 

But  he  goes  on — **  The  fums  are  trifling; 
they  are  beneath  the  attention  of  a  great  and 
wealthy  nation.**  To  what  does  this  argu- 
ment tend  ?  To  the  giving  a  negative  to  every 
feparate  article,  as  it  occurs  in  the  detail  of 
this  important  bufinefs,  and  fo  efFedlually 
defeating  the  general  reform,  which  is  the 
objedt  of  your  warmefl  wifhes,  and  moft 
anxious  expe(flations.  **  The  fums  are 
trifling." — How  has  he  proved  this  ?  has  he 
dared  to  aver  that  thefe  are  the  only  lifl:s 
which  ingulph  the  treafures  of  the  public  ? 
where  is  that  lifl:,  drawn  up  in  darknefs,  and 
under  all  the  terrors  of  fhame  and  guilt, 
which  is  no  fooner  prefented,  approved,  and 
difcharged,  then  it  is  committed  to  the  flames, 
and  the  very  alhes  of  it  fcattered  abroad  to 
^  the 
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the  Winds,  the  lift  of  thofe  Members  of 
Parliament  who,  at  the  end  of  every  fefiion, 
receive  the  wages  of  their  treachery  to  their 
conftituents  ?  where  is  the  lift  oifecretfervice 
money  f  where  is  the  lift  paid  from  the  privy 
purfe  ?  are  the  fums  to  which  all  thefe  amount 
trifling,  and  below  the  attention  of  a  great 
and  wealthy  people  P 

Or  is  the  amount  of  thefe  fums  the  only- 
confideration  that  induces  you  to  demand  a 
general  reformation  ?  Does  the  abolition  of 
that  dangerous  influence  which  the  Minifter 
purchafes  by  thefe  penfions,  trifling  though 
they  were  in  the  great  fcale  of  national 
expenditure,  form  no  part  of  the  county 
petitions  ?  Was  the  fum  to  which  Mr. 
Hampden  was  taxed  for  his  portion  of  fhip- 
money  the  only  motive  that  induced  him  to 
reflft  the  unconftitutional  impofition  ?  Where 
fhould  we  now  feek  for  our  liberties,  if  that 
great  man  had  thought  as  his  defcendants 
think  j  if  he  had  ad:ed  on  the  prefent  prin-» 
ciples  of  his  degenerate  family  ? 

THE  COUNTRY  GENTLEMAN. 

April  6,   1780. 

J\  FREE  conftitution  has  little  to  appre- 
hend from  the  open  attempts  of  power.  If 
the  conftitution  is   attempted  by   affault,  it 

moftly 
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moftly  happens  that  the  cnide  councils  of 
precipitate  violence  defeat  their  own  ends  ; 
and  if  fuch  invafions  on  the  rights  of  man- 
kind are  undertaken  with  all  the  previous 
arrangement  and  complex  apparatus  of  ar- 
bitrary power,  then  the  alarm  precedes  the 
danger,  and  the  friends  of  liberty  are  found 
in  a  ftate  of  preparation  :  and  therefore  fuch 
contefts  (with  the  intervention  of  fome 
confufion)  have  commonly  ended  in  the 
execution  or  the  expulfion  of  the  tyrant. 
The  free  conftitution  has  been  known  to  rifq 
out  of  the  afhes  of  civil  diffenfion  with  re- 
novated vigour  j  and  after  it  is  confirmed  and 
fortified  by  the  experience  of  its  own  flrength, 
it  ftands  upon  a  more  fecure  and  confident 
foundation. 

I  do  not  know  whether  to  attribute  it  to  the 
good  or  evil  fortune  of  this  country  that  no 
fuch  attempts  have  appeared  in  thefe  times. 
If  at  the  beginning  of  his  Majefty's  reign  his 
advifers  had  thought  proper  to  avow  their 
intentions,  and  determined  to  come  to  a  direcH: 
iffue  with  his  people,  the  conteft  between 
defpotifm  and  legal  government  might  have 
been  long  ago  at  an  end.  We  might  either 
coolly  have  argued  the  queflion,  and  fettled 
it  on  the  principles  of  reafon  ;  we  might  have 
put  it  to  the  vote,  and  decided  the  difpute  by 
numbers ;  or,  at  worfl,  we  might  have  had 
recourfe  to  arms,  and  abided  by  the  decifjon 

of 
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of  the  fword.  Whatever  had  been  the  evenf, 
we  (hould  have  had  this  advantage, — we 
fhould  have  know^n  our  fituation.  If  legal 
government  had  prevailed,  the  executiv(J 
power  would  have  been  forced  to  govern  the 
kiogdom  on  the  principles  of  freedom. 
England  might  have  poiTefTed  in  fecurity  her 
celebrated  conflitution,  and  remained  a  free, 
a  happy,  and  a  flourifhing  nation.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  the  people  had  been  fubdued^ 
ingenuity  might  have  difcovered  fome  topics 
of  confolation.  Every  fpecies  of  government 
is  faid  to  poffefs  fome  peculiar  excellence^ 
ind  I  perfuade  myfelf,  that  by  length  of 
time  and  affiduity,  our  Sovereign  might  have 
conquered  hia  natural  affedlion  for  the  rights 
of  his  fubjed;s,  and  accommodated  his  talents 
fo  an  arbitrary  throne.  His  dutiful  people 
would  then  haveacquiefced  in  the  involuntary 
poifellion  of  the  few  and  dear-bought  ad-» 
vantages  of  flavery. 

The  prefent  fituation  of  our  country  renders 
If  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  defire,  that  a 
decifion  Ihould  take  place,  which  has  beea 
delayed,  though  I  hope  not  precluded,  by 
the  peculiar  circumflances  of  the  times.  The 
ambition  of  the  prefent  day  is  not  fuflained 
by  the  ftern,  manly  and  decided  charadler 
which  dignifies  the  face  of  tyranny.  An 
infatiable  appetite  for  power,  that  hereditary 
diflemper  which  is  never  to  be  purged  out  of 
6  thf 
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the  blood  of  royalty,  may  lurk  under  the 
falfe  glofs  of  a  plump,  ruddy,  unfufpicious,' 
unmeaning  countenance.  Ambition  will  vary 
her  condu(5t  and  her  engines,  as  eafily  as  (h^ 
changes  her  afped:.  Thofe  who  have  not 
courage  openly  to  aiTail,  may  form  the  hope 
of  undermining  the  conftitution.  There  are 
ways  bv  which,  without  the  aid  of  one 
fingle  quality  of  eminence,  without  integrity, 
magnanimity,  induftry,  or  capacity,  by  ob- 
ferving  and  cultivating  the  natural  corruption 
of  human  things,  it  is  poflible  to  accomplifh 
the  deftrudiion  of  the  nobleft  fyftem  of 
freedom.  All  the  enemies  to  liberty  havd 
the  fame  obje(ft.  But  the  filent  progrefs 
of  this  infidious  fap  is  attended  with  one 
peculiar  evil  ;  it  jftrikes  at  our  liberty 
through  t\\e  greatnefs  and  profperity  of  our 
country. 

A  principle  of  defpotifm  in  the  clofet, 
ftruggling  with  the  forms  of  a  freeconltitution, 
which  it  is  obliged  to  ufe  while  it  is  endea- 
vouring to  corrupt,  and  which  it  has  neither 
fpirit  to  annihilate  nor  wifdom  to  guide — 
This  repugnancy  between  the  cofnponent 
parts  of  government — This  war  between  thd 
genius  and  the  mortal  inftruments,  is  the  true 
and  only  caufe  of  our  prefent  deplorable 
Situation.  The  calamities  we  have  already 
fuffered  by  its  malignant  operation,  are  too 
piany,  as  well  as  too  evident,  to  enumerate.' 
^  Misfortuneg 
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Misfortunes  daily  accumulate  j  and  all  ther 
confolation  we  receive  frdm  our  worthy 
Minifters,  is  an  affurance,  that  the  juilice  of 
our  caufe  improves,  as  our  fituation  grows 
defperate.  In  the  mean  time  Provinces  are 
lofl,  Juft  quarrels  fucceed  to  unjufl,  Enemies 
increafe,  Relburces  diminifli,  Wifdom  is  a 
ftranger  to  our  councils,  Experience  and 
ability'  are  banifhed  from  every  fervice  with 
the  Keppels  and  the  Howes.  A  fort  of 
accelerating  calamity  has  come  to  be  the 
natural  condition  and  habit  of  our  affairs. 

An  ingenious  mind  might  find  an  agreeable 
employment  in  calculating  to  what  extraordi- 
nary velocity  of  decay  the  nation  will  arrive 
in  a  given  time.  But  the  people,  whofe  organs 
are  too  grofs  to  have  a  perfecft  reliHi  of  thefe 
fublime  and  philofophical  fpeculations,  and 
"who  pay  all  the  coft  of  the  experiment,  are 
fully  fatisfied  with  its  prefent  progrefs.  To 
ipeak  plain  Englifh,  they  are  weary  of  taxes 
impofed  without  fkill,  and  without  end. 
The  moment  for  the  immediate  and  confti-. 
tutional  interference  of  the  people  is  arrived, 
when  every  means  to  avert  the  confequences 
of  a  fyflematic  defign  to  corrupt  the  con-^ 
ftitution  had  been  tried  in  vain.  The  people 
have  at  lail  come  forward  to  vindicate  their 
own  caufe.  They  have  ad:ed  with  fpirit  and 
with  prudence.  They  are  aware  that  the 
curfed  and  abominable  principle  of  defpoti fn> 
3  has 
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has  fecured  Itfelf  from  their  vengeance  by  a 
too  elevated  (ituation.  They  look,  therefore, 
for  the  infiirument  of  it.  They  have  found  the 
influence  of  the  crown ;  and  in  a  truly  con- 
flitutional  fpirit,  revering  the  facred  charadter 
of  the  mafter,  they  feize  upon  the  Minifler, 
and  drag  him  to  juftice. 

The  work  is  well  begun,  but  is  not  ended. 
P erf  ever ance  and  conjijiency  are  neceflary  to 
compleat  it.  Let  the  people  remember,  and 
let  it  fink  deep  into  their  minds,  that  the 
obje<5l  of  their  meetings,  their  committees^ 
and  their  afTociations,  is  TO  RETRENCH 
THE  CORRUPT  INFLUENCE  OF  THE 
CROWN.  Let  the  people  beware  not  ta 
fuflTer  the  defigns  of  their  enemies,  feconded 
by  the  miftaken  zeal  of  fome  of  their  friends, 
to  wafte  that  energy  which  ought  to  be 
employed  in  an  a<ftive  profecution  of  the 
great,  immediate,  and  pra(5ticable  objed:,  in 
idle  and  wordy  6.\{c\\^\ons2i}ooutunalie?ial)leand 
indefejjj'ble  rights,  and  fuch  other  pompous, 
unmeaning  founds — Not  to  ftart  fpeculative 
queflions  and  moot  cafes  for  difpute  fake,  in 
order  to  divide  themfelves — Not  to  place 
humbling  blocks  for  the  feet  of  their  beft 
friends — Not  to  deceive  and  entrap  them- 
felves by  ere(5ling  inadequate  or  falfe  ftandards 
for  judging  the  friends  of  the  conftitution. 

Upon  thefe  points  I  (hall,  perhaps,  trouble 
the  public  (if  it  is  found  necelTary)  on  fome 

future 
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future  occafion.  At  prefent  I  turn  myfelf 
towards  the  enemy.  I  (hall  employ  the  re- 
mainder of  this  paper  to  expofe  a  parliament 
tary  artifice  which  has  been  employed  in 
obftruding  the  defires  of  the  people.  The 
minions  of  the  court,  affuming  the  charadler 
of  friends  to  the  revolution  endeavour  to 
perfuade  the  people  that  they  preferve  one 
pf  its  inftitutions,  by  defending  the  corrupt 
influence  of  the  Crown. 

It  has  hitherto  been  the  invariable  policy 
of  the  prefent  fyilem  to  conceal  its  intentions, 
and  to  carry  on  in  iilence  its  attacks  on  the 
conftitution.  But  the  flratagem  of  the  prefent 
pioment  is  to  deceive'  us  by  a  pretended 
affedlion  ;  to  betray  us  with  a  kifs  ;  and  to 
ftiile  lis  v/ith  its  embraces.  The  Treafury 
Bench  has  of  late  afforded  a  fcene  of  fome 
novelty.  The  good,  old,  plain,  fimple- 
hearted,  unfufped:ing,  honeft  tories,  fland 
aghafl  at  the  unufual  Tallies  of  thofe,  whofe 
fuppletory  underflandings  having  purchafed 
with  their  money,  they  efteemed  their  own, 
and  imagined  entirely  devoted  to  the  caufe. 
The  Scotch  Advocate,  with  the  pompous 
fwell  of  his  barbarous  diction,  chaunts  forth 
the  praifes  of  King  William,  and  calls  up 
the  ghofls  of  departed  Dundas*s  to  teflify  his 
attachment  to  the  Revolution.  The  ingenu- 
ous offspring  of  the  dilinterefled  Hertford, 
rifes  into  an  unufual  Itrain  of  eloquence, 

while 
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while  he  enforces  (for  once  without  hefita- 
tion)  the  tenets  of  the  revolution.  Even 
the  Secretary  at  War,  the  faithful  truftee  of 
the  principles  and  power  of  the  .Earl  of  Bute, 
is  filled  with  pious  horrors,  left  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  that  glorious  aera  fhould  be  abandoned 
in  the  reign  of  George  the  Third.  There  is 
fome  reafon  to  apprehend  that  the  enthufiafm 
of  liberty,  which  in  the  year  1768  and  1769 
(I  cannot  fay  warmed  but  inflamed  Mr. 
Wedderburne)  will  now  be  quite  exhaufted 
by  tliat  fury  of  declamation,  which,  to  ufe 
Milton's  expreffion,  *' burns  frore,  and  cold 
performs  the  efFe(5t  of  fire." 

The  ardour  of  aflfecftion  with  which  thefe 
gentlemen  opprefs  the  revolution,  throws 
fome  fufpicion  on  their  fincerity.  What 
they  J}iy  will  never  obliterate  the  memory  of 
what  they  were.  The  people  of  England 
are  not  to  be  taught  to  love  the  revolution, 
and  to  defend  its  inftitutions  by  its  new  con- 
verts from  the  other  fide  of  the  Tw'eed,  or 
the  other  fide  of .  the  water.  We  know  the 
true  value  of  the  revolution;  but  we  (hould 
pay  a  poor  compliment  to  thofe  great  cha- 
racters who  have  bought  with  their  blood 
the  rights  which  we  enjoy,  if  we  defpifed 
and  rejected  the  principles  on  which  they 
acfled :  if  we  facrificed  to  their  inftitutions, 
or  to  any  inftitutions,  thofe  maxims  in  which 
confift   the  life  and  fpirit  of  freedom.     In 

aU 


8o  APPENDIX* 

all  conftitutional  queftions  let  us  confult  the 
pradlice  of  thofe  very  men.  They  left  the 
conftitution  in  form  and  fhape,  as  it  ftood 
before  them  :  they  propped  the  old  walls ; 
tvhere  time  arnd  negledl  had  bent  the  moul- 
dered lides  into  decay — they  let  fall  the 
plummet  and  reflored  the  original  perpen- 
dicular. But  quitting  the  alkifion,  I  (hall 
only  obferve,  that  of  poiitive  inflitution  they 
added  little,  becaufe  they  knew  and  defpifed 
the  corruptible  nature  of  all  human  inftitu- 
tions.  But  they  introduced,  or  at  leaft  they 
revived  in  the  conflitution  a  principle  which, 
with  proper  attention,  will  keep  it  for  ever 
alive.  They  taught  to  the  world,  a  great, 
and  to  all  kings  a  terrible,  and  to  us  their 
pofterity  in  particular,  this  ufeful  lelTon  $. 
— that  government  is  not  made  for  the  fake 
of  preferving  its  own  forms  ; — that  it  is  not 
made  to  be  the  inftrument  of  caprice,  am- 
bition, vanity,  cruelty,  treachery,  and  all 
the  other  vices  into  which  certain  fituations 
will  collecft  and  fofler  every  particle  of  depra- 
vity which  exifls  in  the  human  breafl: ;  but 
that  all  government  was  inftituted,  folely, 
for  the  happinefs  and  profperity  of  mankind. 
They  inftrudted  us  as  a  duty,  and  a  moral 
obligation,  nof  to  fufFer  a  divine  inflitution, 
to  be  perverted  into  an  inflrument  of  mifery 
and  f  la  very.  They  confirmed  the  whole  by 
an  example — not  bloody  as  in  the    furious 

and 
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fend  fanatical  days  of  Charles  j  zealous,  yet 
wife ;  temperate,  yet  efie(l:tive.  They  fent 
him  to  fupplicate  at  the  feet  of  his  enemies  ; 
a  royal  fugitive  to  wander  through  the  courts 
of  Europe  in  mifery  and  contempt.  That 
example  is  hot  held  out  to  us  as  an  objed: 
of  imitation ;  God  forbid  !  It  was  intended, 
and  I  hope  it  will  anfwer  its  end,  to  eftablifh 
in  the  conftitution,  what  cannot  be  obtained 
by  any  inftitutions,  an  efFe(Stive  and  durable 
principle  of  freedom. 

If  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  pervading 
and  corrupting  every  department  of  the  ftate, 
is  fuflPered  to  render  parliament,  minifters, 
army,  navy,  revenues,  lives,  liberties,  and 
every  thing  that  is  near  and  dear  to  us, 
fuh^ervient  to  the  abfolute  will  and  caprice  of 
one  man,  the  principle  of  freedom  is  forgot, 
and  the  revolution  is  fundamentally  fubverted. 

It  is  perpetually  dinned  in  our  ears.  You 
tnuft  not  contrad:  the  influence  of  the  Crown, 
becaufe  the  Revolution  created  it.  I  will 
not  endeavour  to  interrupt  the  ingenious 
advocates  of  the  court  fyftem  in  their  attempts 
to  perfuade  us,  that  the  oppreffion  of  the  day 
is  to  be  borne,  becaufe  at  fome  other  time, 
and  in  fome  other  circumllance,  it  was  not 
felt  as  an  oppreflTion.  Men  will  throw  off  in 
the  dog-days  thofe  fuperfluous  and  cumbrous 
cloaks,  which  were  no  more  than  fufficient  to 
maintain  the  vital  heat  in  another  feafon  of 
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the  year.  But  I  leave  thefe  gentlemen  td 
kick  againfl:  the  pricks,  and  to  argue  down 
the  univerfal  fenfe  and  feelings  of  mankind. 
I  fpeak  to  the  enlightened  confciences  of  the 
Whigs  of  England  ;  and  I  tell  them,  that  if 
corrupt  influence  is  indeed  a  creature  of  the 
revolution,  and  if  it  thwarts  the  purpofes  of 
the  revolution,  the  way  to  worfhip  the  revo- 
lution is  to  deftroy  the  influence. 

There  is  a  natural  imperfe<5lion,  andprin-^ 
ciple  of  decay  woven  into  the  texture  of  man, 
and  all  his  works.  He  who  fows  the  corn, 
fows  the  tares  along  with  it.  But  fhall  we 
fuffer  the  noxious  weed  to  flifle  the  whole- 
fome  plant,  becaufe  the  fame  hand  fowed 
them  both  ? — We  (hall  fhow  a  true  veneration 
for  our  patriot  anceftprs,  by  refpecfling'  in 
them  what  they  refpedted  in  themfelves. 
They  placed  but  little  confidence  in  inftitu- 
tions  :  let  us  do  the  fame.  They  cultivated 
a  principle  of  freedom  :  let  us  do  the  fame. 
Let  us  teftify  our  obligations,  not  by  a  blind 
and  fuperftitious  adoration  of  their  ufelefs 
reliques  ;  of  their  mortal,  perifhable,  corrup- 
tible, and  imperfedt  parts ;  but  by  infufing 
into  all  our  thoughts  and  actions  thofe  en- 
larged and  liberal  ideas,  which  form  the 
incorruptible  elTence  and  immortal  foul  of 
the  Revolution. 

While  our  anceftors  were  refifting  prero- 
gative with  the  fame  fpirit  that  we  oppofe 

to 
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to  influence,  we  may  be  fure  that  the  courtiers 
of  that  day  defended  their  abufes  by  the 
example  of  fome  great  chara(5ler,  from  whofe 
hand  prerogative  received  its  origin,  as  well 
as  its  increafe.  The  RufTels,  the  Devon- 
fhires,  the  Lockes,  the  Somers's,  and  the 
Godolphins,  then  anfwered.  We  honour 
the  wifdom  of  thofe  patriotic  legiflators, 
who  fupported,  in  feudal  times,  a  principle 
congenial  to  the  feudal  fyflem.  They  en- 
couraged prejudices,  perhaps  not  more  than 
neceffary  to  foften  the  fury  of  barbarous  ages. 
It  was  perhaps  impoflible,  at  that  time,  to 
keep  fociety  together,  without  furrounding 
the  throne  with  the  myfterious  uncertainty  of 
an  undefined  and  undefinable  prerogative. 
The  reafons  of  thefe  inftitutions  are  long 
fince  gone  :  let  the  inftitutions  perifh  with 
them. 

As  refpecflable  names  as  thofe  to  whom  we 
owe  the  revolution,  at  this  day,  will  anfwer 
—Though  our  anceftors  were  well  aware  of 
the  unconftitutional  tendency  of  the  influence 
of  the  crown,  they  were  obliged   to   avail 
themfelves    of  the  interefted  difpofition   of 
mankind,  in  order  to  maintain  the  revolution. 
A  foreign  King^  and  an  un fettled  government, 
compelled  them  to  become  the  fupporters  of 
a  corrupt    influence,  for   whofe  extirpation 
they  relied  on  the  virtue  of  their  pofterity. 
And  fhall  we,   who  have  the  happinefs  to 
G  1  enjoy 
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enjoy  the  blefTmgs  of  the  prefent  reign, 
infulta  Sovereign,  who,  born  and  bred amongjf 
uSy  glories  in  the  tiame  of  Briton^  and  who- 
fits  enthroned  in  the  afFecitions  of  his  fubjed:s, 
by  an  injurious  fuppolition,  that  fuch  hafe, 
extrinfic  aids  are  in  the  leaft  necelTary  to  fup- 
port  his  government.  I  hope  the  repofe  of 
our  Sovereign  is  not  difturbed  by  any  fuch 
reflecStions.  If  it  is,  I  offer  that  great  per- 
fonagemy  humble  recommendation,  to  reheve 
his  royal  mind  from  the  anxious  cares  which 
obftrud:  the  free  operation  of  his  patriotifm, 
in  the  contemplation  of  this  undoubted  truth : 
— That  not  all  the  honours,  and  all  the  bribes 
of  a  prodigal  court ;  that  not  all  the  douceurs 
of  all  the  eftablifhments,  which  the  prolific 
abufes  of  fucceffive  ages  have  accumulated  > 
that  not  all  the  fums,  with  which  his  dutiful 
Commons  have  over-ftrained  their  own  vena- 
lity, to  inflate  his  treafuries,  are  of  power  to- 
cxtracft  from  the  hearts  of  his  loving  fubjecfts 
one  prayer  more,  for  a  long  continuance  of 
that  glorious  order  and  feries  of  happy  years, 
which  has  followed  his  afcenfion  to  the 
throne  of  his  anceftors,  and  with  which  a 
fiew  aera  has  begun  to  take  its  courfe  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  Britilh  nation. 
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THE  COUNTRY  GENTLEMAN. 


To  Lord  N h. 

MY  LORD,  April lo J  1780* 

xVRE  you  to  be  told  that  the  repentant 
vote  of  the  Houfeof  Commons  [oi  April  6,) 
which  acknowledged  the  increafed  and  iri'* 
creajing  influence  of  the  Crown  was  the  fen- 
tence  of  youxflnal condemnation.  Such  was 
it  confidered  within  doors,  as  fuch  was  it 
received,  in  all  the  extravagance  of  joy  and 
mutual  congratulation  by  the  people  at  large. 
It  acknowledged  that  now^  at  this  advanced 
period  of  your  adminiftration,  //  was  necejfafy 
lor  the  falvation  of  this  country ;  necejfary  for 
the  prefervation  of  all  that  your  councils  have 
left  of  the  empire;  necejfary  for  the  protedlion 
of  our  rights  and  privileges ;  necejfary  for  the 
very  exigence  of  our  conllitution,  to  declare 
to  the  people  that  the  accufation  they  had 
brought  againft  your  fyftem  of  government 
wa^  juft  and  well-founded ; — that  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Crown  had  now^  under  your 
acftual  and  immediate  aufpices,  encreafed  to 
fuch  an  alarming  height,  as  to  require  aa 
immediate  and  effed:ual  check — fuch  a  check 
■%%  the  petitions  of  one  hundred  thoufand 
3  free* 
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freeholders,  lying  upon  the  table,  fupplicated 
at  the  hands  of  their  reprelentatives, 

We  are  now  authentically  put  in  pofleffion 
of  the  mighty  fecret    by  which    you   have 
fucceeded  for  a  feries  of  years  paft  in  defeat-, 
ing    every    falutary   attempt  to   refcue   this 
country   from  ruin.     The  caufe  is  confejfed 
that  has  enabled  you  to  enforce  the  deftrud:ive 
meafures  by  which  you  have  brought  us  to " 
our  prefent  difgraceful   and  defperate   flate. 
If  Parliarnent  have  fervilely  acquiefced  in  all 
the  rafh  and  impolitic  councils   which  you 
propofed  to  their  confideration,   previous  to 
the  American    war,   and    which    drove   the 
colonics  to  arms — if  they  have  betrayed  the 
truft  repofed  in  them  by  their  conflituents, 
and  given  their  fandlion  to  the  frantic  fchemes 
by  which  you'  have  hitherto  conduc^led  that 
unnatural   contefl ;    if,  in  oppoiTtion  to  the 
inany  acknowledged  proofs  of  your  duplicity 
and  breach  of  faith,  to  the  repeated  confejjions 
of  your  ignorance,  and    want  of  forelight, 
of  information,  of  becoming  diffidence  and 
^aution  in  trufting  to  the  profeffions  of  our 
ancient  and  natural  enemies,  they  have  cori- 
flantly  profelTed  to  place  an  implicit  confi- 
dence in  all  your  affertions  j  if  they  faw  that 
your   whole   ftudy,  your   whole  bufinefs  in 
Parliament,  was  to  make  daily  apologies  for 
daily  errors,  daily  to   defend  your  cbndudt 
againft  the  attacks  which  the   accumulated 
6  }ofle§' 
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lofles  and  defeats  that  invariably  difgraced 
all  your  plans  of  operation,  daily  brought 
upon  you  from  the  friends  of  the  conftitution 
and  ftate,  and  yet  voted  that  the  government 
could  not  be  placed  in  better  hands ;  if  they 
continued  to  lavifh  the  public  treafures  in 
fatisfying  your  unbounded  extortions,  with- 
out requiring  either  meafure  or  account ;  if 
they  fet  their  faces  againft  every. -attempt  to 
examine  into  the  public  expenditure,  and 
fcouted  every  information  that  could  lead  to 
a  deted:ion  of  your  criminal  prodigality, 
notwithftanding  the  damning  proofs  that 
were  repeatedly  laid  before  them ;  if  thefe 
and  other  numberlefs  inftances  of  their 
tamenefs  and  acquiefcence  have  fo  long  flruck 
the  public  with  aftonifhment  and  indignation, 
we  are  now,  from  their  own  confcjjion,  fatis- 
£ed  of  the  caufe.  They  have  acknowledged 
the  powerful  charm  by  which  you  contrived 
to  fafcinate  their  underflandings,  to  blind 
their  judgments,  and  to  blunt  their  feelings. 
For  this  acknowledgment  the  public  give 
them  credit.  They  receive  the  atonement 
as  far  as  it  goes  j  they  accept  from  their, 
hands  the  fcape-goat  that  is  prefented  to. 
them  for  expiation,  and  are  content  that  you 
alone  fhall  bear  all  their  fins  and  offences  on 
your  devoted  head. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  have  taken  part 
with  the   people  againfl  you;    even   your 

very 
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very  life-guards,  the  creatures  of  your  eor-» 
ruption,  who  owe  their  exiflencei  to  your 
prodigahty,  waver  in  their  attachment.  They 
caft  many  a  longing  look  towards  the  ftand- 
ard  of  your  enemies.  The  freeholders  of 
England  anticipated  the  fentence  of  their 
feprefentatives  j  they  di6lated  the  very  expref- 
fions  that  have  been  adopted  to  ftigmatife 
your  adminiftration  :  and  yet  you  hope  that 
you  fhall  efcape  unpuniflied  !  not  only  hope 
to  efcape  unpunifhed,  but  you  brazen  the 
public  in  all  the  fecurity  of  office  ;  trufted, 
carefTed,  employed  by  your  Sovereign,  as  his 
confidential  fervant,  and  admitted  into  a 
clofer  intimacy,  and  a  higher  degree  of 
favour,  from  the  general  deteftation  that 
purfues  you. 

Beware,  my  Lord,  I  have  once  before 
hinted  to  you  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  letters, 
that  your  hopes  of  fupport  from  the  throne 
iBufl  terminate  in  disappointment ;  as  long 
^s  there  appears  a  determination  in  the  royal 
breaft  to  keep  you  in  office  at  all  events,  you 
will  not  fail  to  find  numbers  to  join  you  upon 
queilions  that  do  not  notorioufly  clafh  with 
the  petitions  of  the  people.  But  it  is  the 
advice  of  fcripture — -**  Put  hot  your  truft  in 
Princes/*  Can  you  flatter  yourfelf  that  your 
gracious  mafter  will  rifque — I  tremble  to 
mention  what  he  mufl:  rifque — in  taking  a 
decided  part   againfh  his.,  fubjeds    with   a 

Minifter 
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Minifter  whom  they  execrate,  and  a  govern- 
ment which  they  abhor  ?  Can  you  flatter 
yourfelf  that  he  will  obftinately  perfevere 
even  to  the  laft  ftake,  in  a  conteft  in  which 
he  has  every  thing  to  lofe,  and  nothing  to 
gain  ? 

The  vote  of  laft  Thurfday  [April 6),  (hould 
at  length  open  his  eyes;  it  fhoiild  convince 
him  how  ineffectual  that  power,  which  he 
has  been  advifed  to  eftabliOi  by  fyftem  fince 
the  very  commencement  of  his  reign,  muft 
ever  prove  againft  the  declared  fentiments; 
gnd  peremptory  demands  of  his  fubjecfls. 
He  fhould  learn  from  it  which  voice  the 
reprefentatives  of  this  country  muft,  in  the 
long  run,  he  forced  to  obey;  the  voice  of 
their  conftituents,  or  that  of  the  chief  magi- 
ftrate,  when  their  interefts  are  unfortunately 
placed  in  competition. 

The  experience  of  that  day",  and  temper  of 
the  prefent  moment,  fhould  teach  him  the 
fallacy  of  that  maxim  which  he  has  fo  long 
heard  inculcated  to  him,  *'  that  it  is  no  matter^ 
who  is  Minijier:  let  him  but  choofe  one^  and 
7t  is  ef  little  confequence  whether  the  creature 
of  his  choice  have  any  connexions  with  the 
fentiments  and  opinions  of  the  people  or  not. 
By  continuing  you  in  office  after  the  refult 
of  Thurfday *s  debate,  his  fubjeds  fufped: 
that  he  means  to  come  to  iffue  with  them 
uj)oi>  that  alarming  queftion.     Your  appear* 

ance 
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ance  in  the-Houfe  of  Commons  ftill  entrufted 
as  firil  Minifter,  gives  jealoufies  that  this 
unconflitutional  maxim  is,  at  this  very  hour, 
upon  trial.  Would  to  God  he  may  refled: 
in  time  that  its  truth  or  flattery  may  be  finally 
determined,  not  by  cabinet  whifpers,  not  by 
courtly  docflrines,  not  by  the  cunning  {ug~ 
geftions  of  flatterers  and  fycophants,  but  by 
the  feelings,  but  by  the  innate  conviction  and 
ipontaneous  determinations  of  an  infulted 
people. 

At  their  honeft  tribunal  your  Scottifli  advo- 
cate will  find  but  little  credit  for  his  rneta-* 
phyfical  difl:ind:ions.  He  will  gain  but  few 
profelytes  by  his  quibbles  between  quefl:ions 
of  fad:,  and  queflions,  that  from  their  con- 
UrucTtion,  may  be  confidered  as  abfl:rad:  and 
undefined.  -No  war  of  words,  no  jJmJpingy 
bribing  there ;  his  fophiftry  will  be  as  unin- 
telligible to  the  underftandings  of  Englilh 
freeholders,  as  his  barbarous  accents  would 
be  harfh  and  grating  to  their  ears.  It  is  fome 
confolation  to  them,  my  Lord,  to  hear  that 
the  only  man  v^ho  Jieps  forth  to  defend  your 
caufe  mufl:  employ  another  language,  befides 
the  Englifli,  to  defend  it,  and  that  his  terms 
are  as  foreign  to  the  idiom  of  our  native 
tongue,  as   his  tenets  are  to  our  conftitution. 

But  perhaps  your  Lordfhip's  great  hope  is 
founded  in  another  favourite  maxim  of  your 
adminiilration ;  to  divide  the  people  j  to  fet 

the 
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the  national  party  at  variance  with  itfelf. 
You  flatter  yoiirfelf  that  appearances  juftify 
this  hope.  The  promoters  of  the  petitions 
began  by  attacking  your  adminiflration  ;  they 
now  begin  to  be  divided  among  themfelves, 
4nd  are  proceeding  rapidly  to  open  oppofition. 

Here  again  I  will  venture  to  alTure  your 
Lordfhip,  that  you  will  find  yourfelf  deceived 
in  your  expecftations.  However  the  friends 
of  the  conftitution  may  differ  in  fpeculatJve 
opinions  as  to  the  modes  of  reformation,  they 
are  all  perfectly  agreed  as  to  the  neccjjity  of  a 
reformation — of  an  immediate,  effectual  re- 
formation, extending  to  all  our  grievances, 
competent  to  the  cure  of  all  our  dilquietudes. 

In  this  one  ejfential  point  the  views  of  all 
center.  And  furely,  my  Lord,  you  have 
reafon  to  tremble  at  the  procefs  of  their  efforts 
to  attain  that  point.  They  have  begun  by 
difcovering  the  fource  of  the  evil — They  have 
authenticated  it  by  the  voice  of  Parliament — 
They  have  fat  down  before  it,  and  will  Oick 
to  it  till  they  have  -removed  it  effed;ually. 
— The  corrupt  influence  of  the 
Crown  wow  acknowledged  to  have  worked 
its  way  into  every  department  of  the  State, 
into  every  corner  and  crannv  of  the  kuigdom, 
was  the  primary  objedl  of  all  their  mectmgs — • 
itisftillthechiefobjedtofall  their  affociarions. 
No  artifice,  no  cunning  of  their  enemies  caa 
^iftrad  their  attention  till  that  influence  fliall 

receive 
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receive  an  effedlual,  permanent  check — tilI/ 

THE  GOVERNMENT  THAT  HAS  SWELLED 
ITS  SOURCE,  AND  ENCIIEASED  ITS  CHAN-r 
iilELS  TO  THEIR  PRESENT  DESTRUCTIVE 
DIMENSIONS      AND      EXTENT      SHALL     BE 

first  reformed,  and  its  member3 
IleMoved, 


THE^  COUNTRY  GENTLEMAN, 
To  Lord  North. 
MV  LORD,  April  i^y   178a. 

JL  HE  table  of  the  Hoiife  of  Commons  has 
prefented,  for  fome  days  paft,  a  fpediacle 
that  cannot  fail  of  being  grateful  to  every 
pnglifliman.  At  length,  we  fee  it  purified, 
and  reflored  to  the  pious  ufes  to  which  if 
was  originally  confecrated.  It  is  become  once 
more  THE  ALTAR  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 
Piled  with  their  facred  inflrudtions,  theif 
Miniflers  look  up  to  it  as  to  the  fhrine  from 
which  we  all  exped:  our  falvation.  They 
attend  to  them  with  awe,  with  veneration, 
with  deference;  and,  animated  by  their 
infpiring  voice,  are  ilrenuoufly  demolifhing 
the  idolatrous  groves,  and  polluted  temples, 
which  concealed  the  accurfed  rites  that  have 
drawn  upon  us  the  wrath  of  Heaven. 

Sfill,  however,  you  continue  to  hold  your 

'feat 
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feit  on  the  Treafury- Bench  ;  ftill  yon  appear 
determined  to  brave  and  fet  at  defiance  the 
unabating  zeal  of  your  conftant  opponents, 
no  lefs  than  the  repentant  virtue  of  your 
former  alfociates. 

Your  friends  make  this  their  boaft ;  aU 
good  men  fear  it,  and  tremble  at  the  confe- 
quences.  The  people  are  infolently  told,  that 
they  muft  not  think  their  triumph  complete* 
They  may  pull  down  the  temple  of  Corruption  j 
but  the  high-prieft  bids  them  defiance.  Not 
a  hair  of  your  head  fhall  be  touched.  We 
ftiall  carry  what  queftions  we  pleafe,  provided 
we  keep  clear  of  every  dired:  attack  on  your 
facred  perfon. — Atroxinpledeniy  et  impIacnLilis, 
■plebeiorum,  magijlratuum  jus  I i hi  met  arrogas, 
HecSACROSANCrUMtetedubitas effete.  If 
once  we  venture  upon  that  daring  attack,  we 
Ihall  find  how  vain  are  all  our  hopes  of  fuccefs. 
We  fhall  fee  what  numbers  of  thofe,  in 
whofe  afliftance  we  place  our  reliance,  will 
abandon  us,  and  croud  to  your  fiipport. 

Thofc  fanguine  friends  of  your  Lordfhip 
have  already  proved  falfe  prophets,  hi  this 
inflance,  alfo,  I  will  venture  to  fet  my  poor 
power  of  divination  in  oppofition  to  theirs. 
I  have  better  figns  to  augur  from  than  felfiiji 
hopes  and  interefled  wilhes.  I  have  the 
honour,  the  feelings,  the  fenfe  of  iham^,  and 
the  pride  of  confiftency  in  the  two  hundred 
^nd  thirty-three  members  who  fided  with  th« 

people 
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people  againftyou  on  the  6th  of  this  month. 
Is  there  a  man  of  that  number  who  can  have 
the  face  to  fupport  you  after  the  vote  of  that 
day  ? 

How  {land  they  pledged  as  gentlemen,  as 
members  of  parliament  ?  They  have  acknow- 
ledired  that  noWy  under  your  a(flual  direction 
and  immediate  aufpices,  the  corrupt  influence 
of  the  crown  has  encreafed  to  fo  alarming 
a  height  as  to  require  an  immediate  and 
effed:ual  check.  With  what  face,  then,  can 
they  fupport  the  minifter  who,  under  the 
prefllire  of  that  vote,  mull:  ftand  condemned 
of  having  Squandered  the  public  treafures, 
and  plundered  the  people  in  acquiring  and 
diffufing  that  influence  ? 

Is  there  upon  record  a  Angle  infl:ance  of  fo 
flagitious  a  charge  being  brought  home  to  any 
adminifl:ration,  of  fo  ignominious  a  fentence 
being  paffed  upon  any  minifler  in  all  the 
annals  of  our  hiftory  ?  And  can  the  men  who 
confirmed  that  charge,  and  pronounced  that 
fentence  againfl:  the  fyflem  of  your  adminif- 
tration,  be  the  men  to  fupport  you  in  office  ? 

But  fliould  we  be  deceived  in  the  good 
opinion  we  have  formed  of  them — Should 
they  refufe  to  honour  that  credit  which  the 
public  has  thus  generoufly  given  them  for 
their  late  proceedings,  ftill,  my  Lord,  we 
are  far  from  relinquifliingour  hopes  of  fuccefs. 
The  bitter  confequences  of  a  temporary  and 

fallacious 
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fallacious  triumph  mull,  intherefult,  prove 
your  Lordfhip's  portion.  They  can  never 
fall   on  the  friends   of  this  country.     The 

DETERMINED     VIRTUE    OF     THE     PEOPLE 

aflerting  their  own  cause  is  our  sheet 
ANCHOR.  To  their  fpirited  interference  we 
are  indebted  for  the  conceflions  that  have 
been  already  made,  and  for  the  formal  con- 
felfion  of  the  great  evil  againft  which  they 
framed  their  complaints.  To  that  interference 
we  exped:  to  be  indebted  for  the  redrefs  of 
that  evil,  and  for  the  removal  of  the  wicked 
Minifters,  under  whofe  management  it  hath 
arifen  to  its  prefent  alarming  excefs. 

In  fimilar  ftruggles  between  the  fpirit  of 
the  conftitution,  and  the  profligacy  of  the 
court,  that  interference  never  failed  of  fuccefs. 
It  has  fometimes  reached  beyond  the  facrifice 
of  Minifters.  It  has  forced  its  way  in  blood 
to  the  throne.  Left  to  your  own  councils  ; 
indulged  in  the  full  profecutiori  of  that 
fyftem,  which  from  your  continuance  in  office, 
we  have  but  too  juft  reafon  to  fufpedl,  is  now 
profelTedly  adopted  in  a  quarter,  from  whence 
iilone  you  derive  your  fupport,  there  is  little 
doubt  but  you  would  Ihprtly  renew  that 
tragical  fcene,  with  all  its  concomitant 
horrors.  But  here  again  our  great  hope  is  in 
the  determined  virtue  of  the  ■people.  Their 
manly  perfeverance  in  the  legal,  conftitutional, 
and  peaceful  ftruggle  they  have  commenced, 

will 


will  prove  our  furefl  fafeguard  againfl  ttife 
pernicious  confequences  of  your  rafh  impolitie 
councils,  and  of  the  fatal  predilecftion  that 
feems  determined  to  pit  you  againft  the 
people. 

This  fhall  be  bur  only  armour  of  defence', 
and  is  it,  my  Lord,  in  the  native  indolence* 
"Weaknefs,  and  inconfillencyof  yourcharacHieri 
is  it  in  the  recorded  cowardice  of  a  G — e* 

jn  the  ignorance  and  irnbecility  of  a  H -h^ 

in  the  craft  and  timid  fubtlety  of  a  M d, 

in  the  luxurious,  debilitated  profligacy  of  a 

S h,  or  in  the  concealed  machinations^ 

and  lurking  aflaflin-like  plottings  of  a  B — e, 
to  reduce  us  to  circumftances  that  could  force 
us  from  our  moderation,  or  drive  us  into 
excelTes  fubverfive  of  our  internal  quiet  and 
jhappinefs  ? 
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THE  COUNTRY  GENTLEMAN. 

May  2,   1780. 

T  is  not  furprifing,  that  the  fituation  of 
ihis  country,  and  the  rapid  progrefs  of  oul: 
domeftic  diffenfions,  fhould  fpread  fuch 
tiniverfal  terror  and  apprehenfion  throughout 
the  kingdom.  A  fearful  expe(ftation  of 
immediate,  impending  evils  is  univerfally 
gpne  abroad,  and  men  begin  to  prepare  their 

minds 
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m'lnds  to  meet  them  in  their  worft  forms, 
Sufpicions  of  the  defpotic  intentions  of 
Minifters  are  every  hour  giving  way  to  proofs. 
What  was  yefterday  furmife  becomes  this 
day  certainty.  We  can  no  longer  folace 
ourfelves  with  even  the  negative  confolation 
of  doubting  the  dangers  with  which  we  are 
threatened.  From  covert  wiles,  and  fecret 
machinations,  the  enemies  of  the  conftitution 
have  proceeded  to  the  moft  daring  ad:s  of 
avowed  hoflility.  They  fcorn  the  little  war 
of  ambufh,  undermining  and  flratagem,  to 
which  they  have  hitherto  confined  themfelves. 
They  feel  themfelves  in  force  to  meet  us  oa 
our  ftrongeft  ground,  and  confident  of  their 
powers,  feem  determined  to  cut  off  all  hopes 
of  accommodation,  by  infufing  into  the 
quarrel,  between  king  and  people,  all  the 
poifonous  fermenting  mixtures  of  infult, 
contempt,  and  mockery. 

The  breach  widens  every  hour.  Obilinacy 
on  one  fide  f wells  in  proportion  to  jufl 
refentment  on  the  other.  Rafh,  precipitate, 
imperious,  arbitrary  Counfellors,  regardlefs 
of  the  fatal  examples  of  former  times, 
unmindful  of  the  recent  calamities  they  have 
themfelves,  by  a  fimiiar  condudl,  entailed 
upon  their  country,  furround  the  throne,  and 
(hut  up  every  avenue  to  experience,  wifdom, 
moderation,  felf-intereft,  decency. 

The  prayers  of  the  people  find  their  way 
VOL.  III.  H  into 
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into  Parliament  only  to  provoke  additional 
mortifications  and  infults.  Their  complaints 
are  admitted  to  be  jiifl:  and  well  founded 
only  to  be  denied  redrefs.  Their  petitions 
are  fnatched  from  the  hands  of  the  honefl 
members  who  introduced,  cheriflied,  and 
fupported  them,  and  are  infolently  taken  up, 
under  pretence  of  complying  with  their 
objed:,  by  a  fet  of  men  who  have  repeatedly 
fpurned  and  contemned  them  as  fad:ious,  and 
the  bafe  fpawn  of  fedition.  No  meafures 
originating  from  the  friends  to  the  petitioners, 
however  adequate  to  their  objed:,  or  confonant 
to  our  wifhes,  muft  ever  hope  for  fuccefs. 
They  alarm  the  integrity,  they  fhock  the 
patriotifm  and  public  fpirit  of  government. 
Minifters,  in  their  great  love  for  the  people y 
appropriate  to  themfelves  the  care  of  leffening 
the  miferies  they  have  brought  upon  us,  and 
expedl  that  we  (hall  reft  contented  with  the 
aftiirances  they  have  condefcended  to  give  us, 
that  fomething  may  yet  be  done  to  afford  us 
content.  North  takes  the  place  of  the  Burkes 
and  the  Dunnings.  The  Sicilians  muft  look 
for  redrefs  to  Verres. 

By  whom,  then,  are  our  prayers  hence- 
forth to  be  attended  to  ?  By  thofe  who  from 
the  firft  have  reprobated  them  as  the  dictates 
of  party  and  fadion.  By  whom  are  our 
grievances  henceforth  to  be  redrefted  ?  By 
thofe  "who  have  contended,  and  who   ftill 

contend, 


contend,  that  they  only  exift  in  the  diftem- 
pered  vifions,  and  fcantic  ravings  of  popular 
madnefs.  Who  is  to  enquire  henceforth  into 
the  public  expenditure  ?  Who  is  to  corre<ft  the 
crying  abufes  and  enormities  that  have  impd- 
verifhed  the  State?  The  very  men  who  ftand 
accufed  of  thefe  enormities,  and  upon  whom 
they  have  been  proved  by  irrefragable  teflimo- 
nies  ^  Who  are  henceforth  to  abolilh  the  finecuro 
places,  unmerited  penfions,  and  exorbitant- 
emoluments  of  office  which  abforb  the  public?' 
treafures,  and  embezzle  the  funds  that 
fhould  be  appropriated  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  war  ? .  The  very  men  who  enjoy  thofe 
places  and  penfions,^  and  who  fatten  on  the 
fpoils  drained  from  the  confined,  crippled, 
exhaufted  induftry  of  the  people.  Who  is  to 
retrain  the  corrupt  influence  of  the  crown, 
to  which  we  owe  all  our  fufferings  ?  Who 
is  to  prevent  the  min  with  which  the  very 
exigence  of  the  empire  is  threatened  from  its 
acknowledged  increafe?  The  men  who  have 
proved  themfelves  themoft  abje<5t  flaves,  the 
very  vileft  drudges  of  that  influence;  who  by 
their  confiflency  in  venality  and  corruption; 
have  oppofed  the  public  conviction,  and 
denied  its  exiflence,  or  who  by  their  bafe/ 
treacherous,  difgraceful  tergiverfation,  by 
their  breach  of  public  faith,  and  the  facrifice 
of  every  thing  that  is  held  facred  or  binding^, 
in  fociety,  have  proved  its  baneful  power 
■     H  2  beyond 
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m 
beyond  all  former  proftitution,  beyond  evetll 

the  memorable  vote  that  confefles  their,,  re- 
corded ii^famy. 

Thefe  are  the  men  to  whom  we  muft  now 
look  up  forredrefs.  In  their  hands  alone  is 
our  fafety,  our  happinefs,  our  redemption. 
Their  word  is  the  breath  of  our  exiftence. 
Their  will  is  our  fate.  No  other  interference, 
or  intercefTion,  can  avail  us.  No  virtue,  no 
abilities,  no  integrity,  no  independence,  no 
confidence  on  our  fide,  no  fidelity  on  the  part 
of  our  approved  and  entrufted  friends.  This 
would  be  idolatry  againft  thofe  gods  of  go- 
vernment. An  invocation  of  the  martyrs  and 
confefiTors  of  liberty,  againft  which  they 
point  all  the  thunders  of  the  cabinet*. 
.  If  this  folemn  mockery  on  our  \inder- 
ftanding,  this  outrage  on  our  beft  feelings, 
could  receive  any  aggravation,  it  would  be 
from  the  circumftances  that  attended  this 
triumph  of  the  Minifter  over  the  people  of 
England.  He  chofe  the  brighteft  moment  of 
our  hopes,  he  availed  himfelf  of  the  very 
vote  of  the  6th  of  April,  to  imprefs  us  with 
proper  fentiments  of  the  ftrength  and  power 
of  the  Crown,  and  of  the  flavery  to  which 
he  meant  to  make  us  bend  our  necks. 

*  This  appearance  of  fomething  popifh  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  petitioners  has  alarmed  the  Chairman  of 
the  Proteftant  Aflbciation,  and  is  faid  to  be  the  caule  of  his 
defcftion  to  the  Minifter. 

Our 
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^^  Our  complaints  had  that  night  been  ac- 
knowledged to.be  juft  and  well  founded. 
Our  reprefentati  ves  confefled  that  the  influence 
of  the  crown  had  increafed  to  the  extent  and 
danger  we  had  reprefented,  and  that  it  called 
aloud  for  that  immediate  and  efFed:ual  check 
which  was  the  objedt  of  our  petitions.  ^  The 
exped:ations  we  conceived  from  this  appear- 
ance of  the  returning  integrity  of  Parliament, 
were  confirmed  by  repeated  votes  of  the 
Houfe.  With  the  moll  unfufpecling  con- 
fidence, the  counties  began  immediately  to 
afTume  a  milder  tone.  They  withheld  their 
aflbciations,  and  adopted  lefs  refolute  meafures 
in  the  certainty  of  procuring  redrefs  from 
the  faithful  guardians  of  their  freedom  and 
polTeffions. 

But  a  fingle  day  convinced  them  that  all 
this  was  mockery,  collufion,  the  blacked 
confirmation  of  all  their  fufpicions,  a  hope- 
lefs  aflfurance  that  all  expecfiations  from  any 
power  but  their  own  mult  end  in  difappoint- 
ment.  The  Minifter  entered  his  VETO 
againft  all  further  proceedings  in  their  favour, 
and  neither  the  fenfe  of  duty,  the  pride  of 
confiftency,  the  calls  of  honour,  the  up- 
braidings  of  confcience,  nor  the  remembrance 
of  the  faith  they  had  folemnly  pledged  to 
their  conllituents,  to  one  another,  each'of 
them  individually  tohinjfelf  could  influence 

the 
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the  apoftates   from  the  majority  of  2;^ 2  *^ 
give  it  oppofition. 

The  infamy  was  not  confined  to  the  Lower 
Houfe.  Orders  were  iffued  to  the  Lords 
to  alTiil:  in  this  fcandalous  attack  on  the 
conftitution,  which  it  was  the  pride  of  their 
birth-right,  and  the  boaft  of  their  independence 
to  maintain  in  its  proper  balance  and  pro- 
portion. A  majority  was  found  among  them 
bafe  enough  to  make  atonement  to  the  King^s' 
friends  for  the  momentary  virtue  of  the  other 
Affembly.  They  confented  to  bear  the 
odium  of  with-holding  from  the  people  that 
redrefs  with  which  their  own  reprefentatives' 
had  confented  to  gratify  them,  and  by  that 
denial  held  themfelves  up  to  the  contempt 
and  fcorn  of  the  world  as  flaves  purchafed 
by  the  treafures  of  their  country  to  fupport 
that  influence  againft  which  their  country  had 
conftituted  them  guardians  by  inheritance. 

Thus  are  the  people  reduced  at  once  to 
abfolute  defperation.  Every  tongue  that 
could  plead  for  them  is  lilenced.  Every 
friendly  hand  that  could  refcue  them  from 
deftrucStion  is  fettered  and  difarmed  ;  they  are 
told  that  they  have  no  refource  under  Heaven 
\n  which  they  can  truft,  exQQ^tthe geftcrojity 
fini  candour  of  their  profefled  enemies.  If 
they  look  to  their  reprefentatives,  they  meet 
"^ith  mockery  and  infult.  From  their  here- 
ditary guardians  they  have  ftill  lefs  to  hope. 

They 
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They  find  themfelves  in  the  deplorable  ftate 
of  their  oppreffed  anceftors,  the  Barbarians 
drive  them  to  the  fea,  the  fea  forces 
them  back  upon  the  Barbarians.  The 
fervants  of  the  crown  make  a  fpedlacle  of 
their  diftrefTes.  They  taunt  while  they 
crucify  them,  **  ye  have  truiled  in  others, 
can  they  fave  you?"  And  then,  in  all  the 
fulfome  flrains  of  Court  adulation,  call  upon 
them  to  truft  to  thepatriotifm,  to  the  love  for 
his  people,  to  the  anxiety  for  their  welfare 
and  happinefs,  to  the  feeling  for  their  dif- 
trefles,  to  the  willirignefs  he  has  at  all  times 
teflified  to  receive  their  complaints,  and 
redrefs  their  grievances  that  diftinguifli  their 
amiable  Sovereign,  at  the  very  inftant  that 
they  ftretch  all  his  authority  and  influence  to 
the  utmofl,  in  oppofing  their  wifhes,  and 
violating  their  rights. 

From  thefe  confiderations,  which  naturally 
fuggeft  themfelves  on  a  review  of  the  fad:s 
that  have  taken  place  within  this  lafl:  monfh, 
the  well  afi^ed:ea  to  the  peace  of  this  country 
iind  reafon  to  form  the  moft  alarming  appre- 
henfions  ;  on  one  fide  they  fee  an  obflinate 
invincible  determination  in  the  Court  to 
eftablifli  their  fyflem,  at  all  hazards,  on  the 
fufferings  of  the  people  ^  on  the  other  they 
fee  the  ancient  fpirit  of  the  nation  roufing 
i«:felf,  flowly  indeed,  and  cautioufly,  but 
with  aftcady  rcfolutionand  deliberate  purpofe, 

infinitely 
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infinitely  more  formidable  than  the  moft 
violent  flarts  of  fudden  and  momentary 
indignation. 

A  comparifon  between  the  prefent  and 
former  days,  and  the  recent  tranfad:ions  of 
our  own  period,  ferve  to  encreafe  thofe  fears. 
The  Minifterial  advocates  need  not  take  fuch 
pains  in  their  fpeeches  to  remind  us  of  the 
commencement  of  our  civil  diffenfions  in  the 
reign  of  the  obflinate  and  infatuated  Charles. 
Their  own  condud:  fets  thofe  unhappy  times 
in  profped:  before  us  in  colours  infinitely 
more  forcible,  and  of  a  blacker  hue  than  all 
the  defcriptive  eloquence  of  their  new  pro- 
felytes,  or  their  hoary  veterans.  They  have 
hitherto  reprefented  the  bloody  fcene  at  a 
diflance.  The  fifth  ad:  promifes  to  bring 
our  own  mangled  rights  on  the  ftage,  and  to 
clofe  the  tragedy.  \ 

I  am  not  one  of  thofe  who  prefume  to  fit 
in  the  throne  of  Providence,  and  account  for 
his  decrees.  I  do  not  dare  to  fpecify  his 
punifhments,  or  pronounce  his  vifitations  to 
be  the  confequences  of  particular  crimes. 
But  if  ever  he  inflided  national  calamities 
as  a  judgment  on  national  violence  and 
injuftice,  he  now  threatens  to  bring  the  curfe 
to  our  doors.  AMERICA  had  long  pati- 
ently borne  the  grievances  with  which  fhe 
was  opprelfed.  .  Not  all  the  tyrannical  effays 
of  the    then  newly  eflablifhed    fyftem    of 

defpotifm 
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dcfpotlfm  could  force  her  into  excefTes  de* 
ilrudlive  of  her  allegiance.  After  a  martyr^ 
dom  of  years,  fhe  at  length  ventured  to 
fpeak  her  grievances:  (lie  bottomed  her 
condudl  on  the  principles  of  the  conftitution: 
fhe  petitiofied  in  all  the  humble  forms  of 
loyalty  and  affecftionate  obedience  :  fhe  only 
claimed  the  acknowledged  rights  of  Britifh 
freemen :  fhe  too  received  a  partial  hearing. 
An  extorted  enquiry  was  made  into  the 
grounds  of  her  complaints ;  witnefTes  were 
called  to  the  bar  of  Parliament  to  prove  the 
juftice  of  her  prayers-— but  the  whole  ended 
then  as  now  in  mockery  and  infult.  Her  com- 
plaints were  rejected  with  contumely ;  her 
grievances  were  doubled.  She  was  driven 
to  make  her  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Lawgiver, 
and  to  bare  her  bofom  to  the  fword,  and  her 
head  to  the  fcalping  knife,  in  defence  of  her 
rights.  It  is  the  boaft  and  plea  of  the 
Minifler,  that  this  war  on  the  liberties  of  our 
fellow-fubjed:s  was  a  popular  war.  The 
oppoiition  who  reprobated  it  was  an  unpopular 
oppofition.  It  had  the  fandlion  of  the  Co/in- 
try  Gentlemen^  it  had  the  voice  of  the  people. 
If  he  be  authorifed  to  make  this  boaft, — if 
the  Englilh  nation  be  party  in  his  caufe,  I 
have  only  to  add  the  obfervation  of  the  poet, 
'Neque  lex  eft  juftior  ulla,  quam  nee  is  artifices 
arte  perirefud. 

Againft  thefe  horrid  apprehenfions,  I  con^ 
7  i'efs. 
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fefs,  I  fee  but  one  refoyrce.  If  we  find  it 
at  all,  it  muftbe  in  the  cool,  deliberate,  but 
inflexible  virtue  of  the  people.  Fortunately 
the  circumflances  of  the  times  are  favourable 
to  our  hopes.  All  our  expecftations  within 
Parliament,  are  now  at  an  end.  The  rejed-ion 
of  Mr.  Dunning's  motions,  with  the  circum- 
flances  that  attended  that  reje<ilion,  and  the 
fate  of  Mr.  Burke's  bill,  have  fhut  thofe 
doors  againft  us  for  ever.  All  our  exertions 
mufl  henceforth  be  made  without.  The 
general  election  is  at  hand.  It  will  then 
remain  with  the  people  to  redrefs  themfelves 
by  a  choice  of  proper  reprefentatives  for  a 
future  Parliament.  '  Let  them  be  but  true 
to  themfelves  on  that  occafion,  and  there  is 
as  yet  no  power  in  this  kingdom  to  break  or 
diflurb  their  peace,  much  lefs  to  triumph 
finally  over  their  liberties. 

In  the  mean  time  they  mufl:  not  fuffer 
themfelves  to  be  divided  or  fplit  into  parties. 
To  divide  firft,  and  then  to  conquer,  is  the 
maxim  on  which  their  enemies  ground  all 
their  hopes  of  fuccefs.  Amongft  thefe  there 
is  the  moft  perfedl  unanimity.  To  continue 
to  govern  by  influence  and  corruption,  is  the 
chief  point  they  have  in  view,  as  that  on 
which  their  whole  fyftem  hinges.  To  fecure 
it  againfl:  every  adlual  attack,  they  croud 
round  it  with  all  their  force,  without  quar- 
relling about  the  means  to  fecure  it  in  future. 

Speculative 
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Speculative  men,  of  warm  fancies  and 
honed  intentions,  but  little  converfant  in  the 
Avorld,  and  judging  all  things  eafy  to  their 
wiflies,  from  their  inexperience  of  the  diffi- 
culties and  oppofitions  they  muft  meet  from 
the  paffions  and  interefts  of  mankind,  and 
from  diverfity  of  opinions,  even  among  the 
bed,  are  often  apt  to  injure  the  caufe  they 
mean  to  advance.  Their  hot  and  fiery  zeal, 
difdaining  the  curb  of  difcretion  or  experience, 
darts  beyond  the  line.  It  hurries  them  on 
imperceptibly ;  and  they  would  rather  re- 
nounce the  prize  they  contend  for,  than  not 
carry  it  all  at  once. 

In  every  fyftem  of  reformation  we  mufl 
proceed  by  flow  and  cautious  fleps.  We 
cannot  hope  all  at  once  to  cut  away  the  cords 
of  prejudice  and  habitual  attachments,  that 
bind  many  well  difpofed  perfons  even  to 
abufes  that  have  had  the  fiin(flion  of  time. 
We  muft  gain  men  over  by  degrees.  We 
muft  begin  by  the  moft  obvious  and  acknow- 
ledged evils,  till  having  carried  our  approaches 
gradually  to  the  great  fortreffes  of  corruption, 
we  may  batter  them  down  with  greater  cer- 
tainty and  eafe,  and  then  in  peace  together, 
and  with  joint  deliberation  erett  the  duly  har- 
monized and  well  proportioned  fabric  of 
Jailing  reformation. 


[The 
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[T^he  laji paragraph  but  one,  in  the  precedifig 
Paper,  gave  great  offence  to  Major  John 
Cartwright,  who  had  written  fever dl 
traBs  upon  the  JubjeBs  of  Annual  Parliaments, 
and  Univerfal  Suffrage;  and  had  been,  with 
Dr.  John  Jebb,  and  others,  one  of  the  prin-» 
cipal  founders  and  fup porters  of  a  Club,  who 
called  themf elves  The  Society  for  Conflitutional 
Information.  Mr,  Cartwright  thought  pro-' 
per  to  write  an  anfwer  to  this  paragraph , 
I — ^"--The  following  is  a  copy  of  his  Anfwer. '\ 

May  6,   1780, 

JVlUCH  as  I  refpedh  the  principles,  and 
admire  the  talents  of  The  Country  Gen- 
tleman, I  cannot  but  feel  fome  little  doubt 
as  to  the  application  of,  and  entertain  fome 
fears  of  ill  effed:  from,  the  lattei:  part  of 
his  letter.  If  he  would  point  out  that 
defcriptipn  of  perfons  whom,  amongft  the 
oppofers  of  tne  prefent  wicked  Minifters, 
he  defigns  by  *•  fpeculative  men,  of  warm 
•*  fancies  and  honeft  intentions,  but  little 
**  converfant  in  the  world,"  tmd  enter  into  a 
temperate,  candid  difcuffion  of  thofe  opinions 
he  attributes  to  them,  as  a  fource  fro*^  which 
he  feems  to  apprehend  a  divifion  amc  \gft  the 
friends  of  the  people,  poilibly  it  migi  t  pro- 
mote that  union  he  recommends,  far  more 
than  a  profound  iilence  upon  the  fuppofed 

points 
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points  in  difpute,  accompanied  by  imputa- 
tions of  **  hot  and  fiery  zeal,  difdaining  the 
**  curb  of  difcretion  and  experience,"  to  thofe 
from  whom  he  differs  in  fentiment. 

As  he  had  only  hinted^  I  fhall  fland  excufed 
if  I  fall  into  any  error,  in  imagining  the 
'*  fpeculative  men'*  he  alludes  to,  are  the 
prefent  open  and  fleady  advocates  for  aiitiual 
parliaments  a?id  an  equal  'reprefentation.  If  I 
have  erred,  I  am  ready  to  apologize;  but  as 
I  conceive  thofe  are  the  perfons  pointed  to, 
with  his  permiflion,  and  with  as  anxious  a 
wifli  for  u?2animity  as  can  infpire  his  or  any 
bofom,  I  will  once  more  offer  my  fentiments 
upon  the  fubjedl. 

With  much  fubmiflion,  I  cannot  fee  how 
that  thread-bare  obfervation,  **  To  divide 
firfl:,'and  then  conquer,"  can  in  the  prefent 
inftance  be  applied.  It  is  not  the  Minijler 
who  caufes  this  divifion  between  the  con- 
tenders for  annual  parliaments,  and  thofe 
amongft  the  oppolition  who  are  for  a  longer 
term.  How  then  is  the  obfervation  appli- 
cable? Do  the  many  **  well  difpofed  perlons** 
who  are  bound  **  by  the  cords  of  prejudice 
**  and  habitual  attachments  to  abufes"  in  our 
government,  that  is  to  fay,  to  feptennial  or 
triennial  parliaments,  and  a  mock  reprefen- 
tation, think  it  reafonable  that  the  fincere 
friends  of  reformation  (hould  fuffer  them- 
felves  to  be  tongue-tied,  and  to  facriiice  per* 

haps 
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haps  the  only  opportunity  that  may  ever 
occur  for  faving  their  country,  for  the  fake 
of  unanimity  wi/b  men  attached  to  the  very 
abiifes  which  have  proved  our  ruin,  however 
flrong  their  prejudices  may  be  ?  And  are 
thefe  men  who  are  thus  bound  by  the  cords 
of  prejudice,  and  fo  attached  to  thefe  abufes, 
to  be  held  up  to  us,  as  the  oracles  by  whofe 
wifdom  and  virtue  we  are  alone  to  be  faved  ? 
And  are  thofe  who  facrifice  every  prejudice, 
and  who  make  a  manly  and  honefl:  appeal  to 
the  conjiitution  of  our  country,  and  that  which 
was  the  falutary  praBice  of  our  anceftors 
for  many  hundred  years,  to  be  fneered  into 
contempt,  as  **  fpeculative  men  little  con- 
•*  verfant  in  the  world,  whofe  hot  and  fiery 
•*  zeal  difdains  the  curb  of  difcretion  and 
**  experience,  and  who  would  rather  renounce 
•*  the  prize  they  contend  for,  than  not  carry 
^^  \\.  all  at  once  f' 

I  know  not  with  what  intentions  The 
Country  Gentleman  writes;  I  hope 
with  the  pureft:  but  I  mufl  obferve,  that 
this  language  appears  to  me  only  calculated 
to  ferve  a  party,  by  the  very  extraordinary 
propofal,  that  the  people  of  England, 
and  every  unprejudiced  friend  of  the  confli- 
tution,  Ihall  facrifice  the  only  fecurity  they 
can  have  for  their  freedom,  to  the  prejudices 
of  that  party  and  its  attachments  to  ruinous 
abufes;  and  upon  thefe  terms  unite  in  railing 

them 
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them  into  power.  For  my  own  part,  I  never 
(hall  be  {ilenced  by  fuch  arguments,  nor  will 
I  ever  confent  to  fuch  terms  ;  and  highly  as 
I  eftimate  many  of  the  party  alluded  to,  for 
their  abilities  and  many  virtues,  yet  I  have 
not  a  conception  that  there  is  not  wifdom  and 
virtue  enough  in  this  nation,  completely  to 
reform  its  rotten  government,  and  recover 
its  freedom  without  their  afliftance,  if  they 
will  not  caft  away  thofe  prejudices  in  favour 
of  long  parliaments,  rotten  boroughs,  and 
minifterial  influence  over  a  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, not  with  flan  ding  fuch  abufes  **  have 
**  had  the  fandlion  of  time,"  which  make 
the  only  blemifh  in  their  public  characters 
that  I  know  of. 

With  refpedl  to  the  carrying  of  the  prize 
we  contend  for  all  at  onccy  that  I  maintain  to 
be  the  only  mode  of  proceeding  that  will  turn 
out  either  prudent^  politic^  or  pradlicable. 
Had  the  friends  of  freedom  at  the  Revolution 
done  their  bufinefs  all  at  oncc^  we  had  now 
been  in  as  great  danger  of  defpotifm,  as  they 
were  in  before  they  expelled  James ;  and  if 
our  work  be  not  done  all  at  once^  it  will  not 
be  done  at  all.  By  all  at  oncc^  I  mean,  that 
all  that  is  ejfcntial  to  fecure  the  freedofti  of  the 
people y  viz.  a  complete  reprefentation  in 
annual  parliaments,  together  with  their  pro- 
per fecurities,  muft  be  gained  by  the  people*s 
frjl  effort,  or  they  will  not  be  gained  in  this 

century. 
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century,  and  probably  never.  This  muflt  he 
one  Jiep^  becaufe  no  reprcfentative  body  wilt 
makefuch  a  reform,  and  it  muft  be  the  a(5t  of 
the  people.  It  is  not  for  a  great  nation,  roufec! 
to  do  itfelf  right,  to  mince  and  fritter  its 
reforms  into  fcraps  and  unfinished  fragments, 
but,  \v\v2^t'\%  ejfential,  io  do  all  at  once.  This 
is  the  frjl  Jlep^  the  foundation  of  neceflary 
reformation.  This,  effed:ed  by  themfelves, 
their  reprefentatives  may  then,  and  not  till 
then,  be  trufled  to  perform  the  reft,  and  then 
they  will,  becaufe  they  muft,  perform  it. 

Unanimity  upon  fuch  ground  as  feems  to 
be  recommended  by  The  Country  Gen- 
tleman, would  not  anfwer  the  hopes  of 
the  peoples  fuch  unanimity  would  not  reftore 
independency  to  Parliament,  nor  terminate 
in  erecting  **  the  duty  harmonized  and  well 
**  proportioned  fabric  of  lafting  reformation;*' 
neither  do  I  believe  that  it  would  be  for  the 
intereft  even  of  the  very  party  whofe  advo- 
cates fo  warmly  recommend  it.  They  are 
profcribed  at  court,  with  an  inveteracy  which 
nothing  but  the  unanitnity  of  the  people  frjl^ 
and  the  independency  of  parliament  afterwards, 
can  conquer.  Were  they  even  to  fucceed  in 
obtaining  that  unanimity  in  their  favour,  it 
would  avail  them  nothing,  if  they  vainly 
trufted  to  the  managefnent  of  a  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, by  their  minifterial  influence,  for 
preferving  their  power.     Nothing  but  a  per- 

fed 
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fe€t  independency  in  that  houfe,  and  a  full 
convicftion  out  of  doors,  of  their  being  the 
friends  of  the  people,  could  poffibly  fupport 
them  againft  a  rooted  love  of  defpotic  fway, 
*and  a  fettled  hatred  of  the  principles  they 
profefs  in  the  interior  of  interiors. 

Let  them,  then,  fhew  their  defire  of 
unanimity,  by  joining  the  millions y  inftead 
of  requiring  the  millions  to  join  them.  All 
the  people  defire,  is  to  have  their  conflitution 
reftored'to  them;  fo  that,  by  the  free  unin- 
fluenced fuffrages  of  all,  and  annual  ele(!^ions, 
they  may  henceforth  hold  their  property,  their 
lives,  and  their  freedom,  by  the  equal  laws 
of  their  country,  and  not  at  the  dijcretion  of 
even  the  beft  and  wifeft  men  alive.  And  it  is 
even  an  infuperable  objection  to  the  people's 
exerting  themfelves  to  place  certain  men  in 
power,  that  when  they  were  lafl  in  that 
iituation  they  could  not  hold  it,  for  want  of 
the  means  which  I  have  pointed  out;  fo 
that,  to  do  that  alone,  would  only  be  to 
cxpofe  them  to  be  again  betrayed,  and  to 
delude  ourfelves, 

A  Speculator  Z;;  a  Great  Chair.^* 


[This  letter  of  Mr.   Cartwright*s   raifed  the 

choler  of  Vii.  Richard  Burke,  the  Son  (not 

the  brother)  of  Mr.  Edmund  Burke.     He 

VOL.  III.  I  larote 
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ivrote   the  folloxmng    Reply  to  Mr.    Cart- 
wright's  letter.']      s 

May  9,    1780. 

/x  Writer  who  figns  himfelf,  A  Speculator 
in  a  Great  Chair,  feems  diipleafed  that  The 
Country  Gentleman  mould  defcribe  in 
the  following  manner  a  fet  of  perfons  who 
call  themfelves  advocates  for  Equal  Re- 
presentation AND  Annual  Parlia- 
ments. He  calls  them,  **  fpeculative  men 
of  warm  fancies  and  honeft  intentions,  but 
little  converfant  in  the  world."  I  will  give 
another  defcription  of  thefe  perfons,  which 
will  ilrike  them  more  forcibly,  though  it 
may  not  pleafe  them  better.     They  are 

•*  A  Jet  of  perfons,  unknowi?ig  and  almojl 
unknown  by  th^  worlds  few  in  number,  and 
contemptible  in  charaBer  ',  without  fortune, 
rank,  or  public  ejiimation;  having  never  flood 
in  any  fituaiion  of  public  trujl,  becaufe  no  man 
would  ever  trufl  them.  Supplying  the  defeB  of 
ability  and  experience,  by  felffufflciency ,  arro- 
gance and  objlinacy,  they  purfue  A  fchcme  of 
^government  which  ?iever  did  nor  ever  can  exifi^ 
and  which  is  fundamentally  oppofite  to  the 
principles  of  the  Englijh  conjlitution.  Grown 
in  a  manner  frantic  and  wild  with  defperate 
malignity,  they  are  determined,  to  trample- 
upon  all  the  ability  and  virtue  of  England,  and 
40  facrifce  the  peace,  the  happinefs,  the 
deareft  interefts,  and  even  the  conftitution  of 

their 
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their  country,  to  'the  chimeras  of  their  own 
extravagant  imaginations. 

**  Here  is  a  character  which  the  world  will 
recognife  whenever  natural  infignificancy  is 
fuperfeded  by  the  reftlefs  and  a<5tive  infolence 
of  vice  and  folly.  To  endeavour  to  counteract: 
the  baneful  operation  of  evil  induftry,  to 
illuftrate,  to  exemplify,  to  prove,  to  make 
out  all  the  parts  of  a  characfter  whofe  outline 
I  have  traced,  is  a  taflc  no  lefs  ufeful  than  it 
is  laborious. — Indignation  will  infpire  when 
ability  is  wanting. 

**  A  lift  of  thofe  perfons  who  arrogate  to 
themfelves  the  title  of  The  People,  and  who 
with  fo  much  modefty  claim  the  difpofal  of 
honour,  profit  and  power,  will  be  highly 
entertaining  to  the  public.  When  laughter 
fubfides^  the  people  will  rife  up  in  anger  to 
punifh  the  audacious  temerity  of  thofe  who 
have  dared  to  aflume  fuch  a  refpecftable  name. 

**  Thofe  who  have  facrificed  every  motive 
of  intereft,  and  even  honourable  ambition  to 
an  attachment  to  duty  and  a  love  of  their 
country ;  who  are  profcribed  at  Court  on 
account  of  the  people ;  who  are  martyrs  to 
the  caufe  of  the  people,  have  too  long 
permitted  their  characfters  to  be  flurred,  and 
their  reputation  to  be  pilfered  by  men  who 
have  facrificed  no  ambition,  and  had  none  to 
facrifice.  The  head  has  too  long  been  guided 
by  the  tail. — A  blind  adder  is  little  qualified 

1%  to 
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to  lead  the  generous  fpirit  of  an  injured 
people.  Are  there  no  men  capable  of  ferving 
the  State  with  fidehty  to  the  conftitution  ?  If 
there  are,  why  fliould  virtue  be  afhamed  ? 
Lethonefl.  men  boldly  come  forward,  to  claim 
the  reward  of  "uirtue ^  which  \%  public  confidence; 
the  people  will  open  their  arms  to  receive 
them. 

'*  A  Friend  to  honefi  Men.^* 

VAfter  this  altercation^  The  Country  Gentle- 
^  man  wrote  only  one  letter  more  ;  which  was 
'    the  following.] 


THE  COUNTRY  GENTLEMAfs- . 

May  2^1  1780. 

X  HE  temper  of  the  times  is  fach  as  to  dif-i 
courage  every  man,  who  does  not  find  new 
incentives  for  perfeverance  in  the  fruitleflhefs 
of  his  labours,  from  continuing  to  plead  the 
Caufe  of  the  public.  When  the  people 
abandon  themfelves,  it  implies  an  imputation 
of  knight-errantry  to  attempt  to  prefervef 
them.  Who  but  La  Mancha*s  Knight  would 
undergo  the  toil  and  danger  of  forcing 
battlements,  and  burftingopen  prifons,  when 
he  knows  that  the  captives  within  will  hug 

•  their 
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their  chains,  and  rejecft  the  liberty  that  is 
proflFered  them? 

What  infults  and  indignities;  what  folemn 
mockery,  and  formal  fcorn  have  not  the 
people  of  England  fubmiffively  bom  within 
thefe  three  laft  months  ?  A  recapitulation 
would  be  as  irkfome  and  mortifying  as  it  is 
unnecefTary.  The  marks  of  the  ignominious 
ftripes  are  yet  raw  upon  our  backs.  They 
are  kept  open  and  bleeding  by  reiterated 
blows.  Not  a  fingle  day  pafles  without 
adding  to  their  number  and  ignominy,  yet  the 
people  flavifhly  acquiefce;  they  even  court 
the  hand  that  fmites  them. 

The  fpirit  of  our  anceftors  feemed  indeed 
to  roufe  itfelf  for  a  time  to  a  promifing 
exertion.  A  fudden  ray  of  hope  burft  upon 
us.  .  We  began  to  augur  the  happiejfi:  confe- 
quences  from  the  tranfport  with  which  all 
ranks  of  men  feemed  to  hail  its  appearance. 
But  it  funk  again  as  fuddenly,  and  a  train  of 
evils  fucceeded,  fuch  as  it  was  natural  to 
dread  from  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  to  refill 
the  encroachments  of  defpotifm.  Our  op- 
preflbrs  were  but  the  more  encouraged  in 
their  tyrannical  fyftem  of  governing  with  a 
rod  of  iron  ;  the  friends  of  the  people  were 
difcouraged,  difpirited,  difperfed  ;  their 
enemies  triumphed,  they  encreafed  in  their 
numbers,  they  acquired  a  confiftency  and 
permanency   of   powv,    which  their   moll 

fanguinp 
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fanguine  votaries  could  fcarce  have  dared  to 
anticipate  by  their  warmeft  wifhes. 

OpprefTed  with  thefe  confiderations,  I  ha4 
determined  to  relinquilh  the  caufe.  I  found, 
befides,  that  a  fet  of  men  had  engaged  in  its 
defence,  whofe  mifguided  zeal  and  furious 
fpirit  blafted  every  rational  hope  of  fuccefs. 
Intemperate  zealots,  hurried  away  by  their 
fanatical  attachment  to  abftrufe  dogmas,  efta- 
bliftied  in  the  gloom  and  inexperience  of  idle 
fpeculation — Men,  who  perhaps  might  have 
made  excellent  Miniflers  under  the  folitary 
Kings  whom  they  profefs  to  admire,  who 
perhaps  would  have  figured  as  great  ftatefmer^ 
and  profound  politicians  of  the  parliamentary 
oaks,  which  covered  the  tumultuary  meetings 
of  a  barbarous  people,  colledled  from  the 
thinly-fcattered  fettlements  ^mong  the  wilds 
and  defarts  of  Britain. 

Thefe  violent  partisans  foon  began  to 
divert  the  attention  of  the  people  from  the 
great  fubftantial  objects  of  reformation  to 
fubjecftsof  curious  difquifition,  and  fpeculative 
politics,  on  which  the  beft  friends  to  the 
liberties  of  this  country  were  known  to  be 
divided  in  opinion.  The  very  inftant  they 
perceived  the  efficacy  of  a  fettled  union 
of  all  parties  againft  the  corrupt  fyflem  of 
government,  that  inftant  they  Aarted  a 
queftion,  which    they    mull  have    forefeen 

♦  .  would 
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-would  prove  fatal  to  that  union,  and  de* 
flriK^ive  of  all  our  hopes. 

It  was  not  poflible  that  they  could  be 
ignorant  of  the  unhappy  confequences. — 
They  had  only  to  look  back  to  their  own 
experience.  They  had  played  the  fame 
game  on  former  occafions,  and  the  event 
was  frefh  in  their  minds.  It  was  not, 
therefore,  without  a  ftrong  colour  of  juftice, 
that  they  were  accufed  by  many  honeft  men 
of  being  a<Suated  by  the  worft  motives,  and 
that  their  condud:  was  fufpedted  to  originate 
from  fome  baneful  and  malignant  caufe, 
which  it  was  not  in  the  ftores  of  general 
information  to  trace. 

I  by  no  means  wifh  to  difcufs  this  odious 
fubjedt.  One  thing  is  evident.  They  and 
the  Minifter  feemed  to  vie  with  each  other, 
who  (hould  moft  efFe(5tually  deflroy  the 
foundation  that  had  been  laid  for  the 
redemption  of  this  country.  Their  very 
language  was  the  fame.  The  moil  virulent 
and  abufive  runners  of  government  ^never 
poured  forth  a  fouler  torrent  of  inveftive 
againft  a  fet  of  men,  whom  they  have  caufe 
to  dread  as  their  moft  dangerous  and  fteady 
opponents,  than  thofe  gentlemen  who  profefs 
themfelves  to  be  equally  the  enemies  of  that 
government.  Whoever  prefumed  to  diffent 
from  their  exclufive  doctrines  was  anathe* 
matifed  with  ajl  the  malice  and  virulence 

Qf 
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of  infallibility.  An  agreement  in  efTentials 
was  no  plea  to  their  indulgence.  It '  was 
nothing  that  we  joined  with  them  in  admitting 
the  text  i  there  were  fome  who  prefumed  to 
have  an  opinion  of  their  own  in  the  inter- 
pretation^  and  they  were  inftantly  fecluded 
from  the  pale  as  damnable  heretics,  actuated 
by  the  worft  of  motives,  and  deferving  of 
tortures,  lire,  and  gibbets.  The  common 
enemy,  in  their  eftimation,  was  not  half  fo 
dangerous.  They  were  fuffered  to  efcape 
and  to  triumph,  while  all  the  efforts  of  thofe 
furious  fecflaries  were  turned  againff  the 
party  with  which  they  had  fet  out  on  a  laft 
vigorous  attempt  to  refcue  the  country  from 
the  hands  that  had  brought  it  to  ruin. 

And  what  has  been  the  refult  ?  Let  them 
caft  their  eyes  back  to  the  fatal  point  of  fepa- 
ration,  and  fee  whither  the  road  they  have 
been  pleafed  exciufively  to  take,  has  led 
them.  They  have  fallen  into  the  very  fnare 
the  Miniftry  had  fpread  for  them.  They 
have  divided,  and  loft  that  ftrength,  which 
union  alone  could  give  them.  They  have 
difgufted  the  moft  hearty  friends  of  the  caufe 
they  wifh  to  maintain.  As  far  as  their  tefti^ 
mony  can  operate,  they  have  confirmed  all 
the  infamous  imputations  with  which  the 
creatures  of  the  Court  have  laboured  to  brand 
the  characflers  of  men,  who  for  feventeen 
years  together  have  braved  all  the  malice  and 

calumny. 
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calumny,  as  well  of  miniflerlalifts  as  of 
falfe  brethren y  in  defending  their  country  to 
the  heft  of  their  judgment;  they  have  con- 
fequently  aflifted  Miniftry  in  deftroying  their 
reputation,  and  by  holding  them  forth  in  the 
moft  odious  and  contemptible  colours,  have 
robbed  them  of  that  credit  and  confidence 
which  it  was  neceffary  for  the  general  good 
that  the  people  fhould  place  in  their  integrity. 
They  have  given  the  moderate  a  reafon^  and 
thofe  who  fcreen  their  llavifli  wiflies  under 
that  characfber  a  pretext  for  relinquidiing  the 
defence  of  the  people,  and  giving  up  the 
field  entirely  to  the  enemy.  They  have 
broken  the  fpirits  of  the  fober  and  well 
meaning  among  all  ranks ;  they  have  filled 
their  minds  with  doubts,  perplexities,  and 
apprehenfions ;  they  have  forced  them  to 
delpair  of  ever  finding  a  determined  and 
fleady  hand  to  refcue  the  nation  from  the 
gulph  of  deftru(ftion  into  which  our  prefent 
rulers  have  plunged  it. 

Thefe  are  the  mighty  feats  they  have  at- 
chieved.  I  wifh  them  much  joy,  and  as  far 
as  they  are  concerned,  will  leave  them  to 
reap  the  happy  fruits  of  their  penetration  and 
judgment.  I  will  leave  i\ie /peculators  to 
dream  in  their  great  chairs  -,  I  will  leave  the 
admirers  of  the  infancy  of  our  conflitution  to 
fearch  their  mufty  prints,  and  trace  its  un- 
|brmed  lineaments  while  it  was  yet  in  the 

grizle. 
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grizle.  The  doubts  they  are  pleafed  to 
exprefs  of  the  honefty  of  my  intentions,  I 
fhall  freely  forgive,  in  the  hopes  I  entertain 
of  the  lincerity  of  theirs,  and  fhall  at  leaft 
give  one  proof  that  I  mean  well  to  the  caufe, 
by  avoiding  their  example,  and  not  profe- 
cuting  a  controverfy  from  which  none  but 
the  Miniftry  can  reap  any  advantage.  Thefe 
gentlemen  may  continue  to  ferve  them  as 
they  have  done;  I  affure  them,  that  how- 
ever I  lament  their  folly,  I  fhall  have  more 
charity  in  judging  of  their  views  and  motives, 
than  they  have  manifefted  in  pronouncing 
fentence  upon  thofe  who  differ  with  them 
in  opinion. 

I  have  again  taken  up  the  pen  to  addrefs 
myfelf  to  men  of  a  \ery  different  character, 
whom  yet,  I  fear,  their  arts  and  reprefen- 
tations  have  mifled.  I  wifh  to  call  upon 
thofe  from  whofe  name,  rank,  and  abilities, 
the  nation  exped:s  its  deliverance,  to  try  if 
this  unhappy  breach  cannot  yet  be  made  up, 
and  the  attention  of  the  people  brought  back 
to  the  original  objedt  of  their  petitions. 

All  the  hopes  of  our  enemies  are  placed  in 
our  divifions.  By  thefe  alone  they  triumphed 
in  their  laft  flruggle  with  the  people.  If 
once  thefe  can  be  reconciled  they  will  trem- 
ble once  more ;  nor  can  any  thing  avert  the 
fate  they  have  fo  long  merited,  but  an  obfti- 
nacy  in  enforcing  the  fubjedts  that  have 
given  rife  to  our  dilTenlions. 

6  TRClM 
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FROM  THE  PUBLICK  ADVERTISER, 


TO  SIR  JOHN  DALRYMPLE. 

[This  Letter  was  written  by  William  Burke, 
Efq.  who  was  Under-Secretary  of  State  to 
General  Conway.] 

SIR,  March  15,  1773. 

J\  PERSON  of  your  name,  age,  and 
ftature  was  about  feven  years  ago  turned  out 
of  an  office,  which  he  held  in  the  Excife  in 
Scotland,  for  corruptly  taking  money  in  the 
execution  of  that  office. 

Pray,  Sir  John,  was  this  you? 

Becaufe  if  it  was,  your  being  fo  difgrace- 
fully  turned  out  by  Lord  Rockingham's 
adminiftration,  the  only  body  of  men  that 
have  hitherto  not  humbled  themfelves  before 
the  King  and  his  favourite,  will  eafily  account 
for  the  extraordinary  pains  which  you  both 
have  taken  to  traduce  the  fair  fame  of  the 
anceflors  of  thofe  miniflers,  and  will  relieve 
many  perfons  from  the  difficulty  they  now 
are  under  of  being  obliged  to  fuppofe  this 
attempt  to  have  no  other  foundation  thail 
that  blacknefs  of  heart  which  dictated  the 
^ook  of  Lauder  againfl  Milton,  or  that  im- 
potent 
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potent  fpirit  of  revenge,  which,  tiunng  the 
reign  of  James  the  Second,  glutted  itfelf  in 
the  richeft  blood  in  the  country. 

As  I  learn  from  Thurfday*s  Public  Adver- 
tifer  that  you  can  condefcend  to  write  letters 
in  the  News-papers,  pray  fend  me  an  anfwer 
to  this  C[uery  through  Mr.  Woqdfall.  If  you 
are  nient,  I  fhall  take  for  granted  my  infor- 
mation is  true,  and  that  you  are  that  Jphn 
Dalrymple,  and  I  fhall  then  foon  trouble  you 
with  another  letter  upon  this  fubjecft. 
I  am, 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 

DOUGLAS. 


March  17, 

On*  the  15th  infl^ant  there  appeared  a  letter^, 
which  charges  Sir  John  Dalrymple  with 
having  been  difmifTed  feven  years  ago,  by 
Lord  Rockingham's  admin iflration,  from  a 
law  office  in  the  excife  of  Scotland,  on  ac- 
count of  corruption  in  office,  and  with 
having  invented  his  late  hiftorical  difcoveries 
againft  the  anceftors  of  his  Lordfhip's  party 
in  revenge  for  it. 

It  is  very  true  that  Lord  Rockingham's 
adminiftration  gave  an  office  which  Sir  John 
(then  Mr.  Dalrymple)  had,  to  another  gen- 
tleman ;  but  it  is  as  true  that  Mr.  Dalrymple, 
upon  hearing  that  the  change  in  the  office 

ha4 
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had  by  fome  people  been  conne(5led  with  -. 
hi^  chara<!ter,  upon  account  of  a  complaint 
which  two  years  before  had  been  made 
againll:  him  by  an  Excife  Officer,  fent  a 
memorial  to  the  Treafury,  in  which  he 
prayed  juftice  to  be  done  hira  in  this  laft . 
refpecfl.  The  memorial  was  prefented  to 
the  late  Lord  Chancellor  Yorke  in  perfon ; 
and  that  Treafury  of  Lord  Rockingham, 
which  had  taken  the  office  from  Mr.  Dal- 
rymple,  were  fo  juft  to  him  as  to  make  an 
order  upon  the  memorial,  which  contained 
thefe  words:  **  Acquit  Mr.  Dalrymple  of 
•*  any  charge  of  corruption  in  oflice,  and 
**  even  of  the  fufpicion  of  it." 

[T^e  truth  of  this  pretended  quotation  /V 
doubted.  To  have  Jhewn  the  purity  of  Sir 
John  Dalrymple* s  character ,  the  writer  Jhould 
have  publjfied  the  report  made  by  the  Officers 
of  Excife  in  Scotland  againjl  him : — How 
long  it  lay  fecreted  in  the  Treafury  by  means 
of  his  friend  Mr.  T.  Whately  during  Mr, 
Grenville* s  adminif  ration: — What  applications 
were  made  to  Lord  Rockingham  by  Mr.  Torke, 
(who  was  known  to  have  more  influence  over  ^ 
his  hordjhip  than  any  other  perfon,)  to  get  him 
reflored: — and  the  whole  of  the  minute  of 
the  Board  of  Treafury  upon.  //.] 


March 
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March  ^f  1773* 
[This  Paper  was  written  ^y  John  Wilkes,  Efq.'] 

AT  is  very  curious  to  obferve  the  fingular 
pleafure,  with  which  the  neW  publication 
of  the  fecond  volume  of  Sir  John  Dalrymple^s 
Memoirs  has  been  received  by  all  the  Scots 
among  us,  by  the  Englifli  Courtiers,  and  their 
mailer.  They  openly  exult  and  aflert,  that 
all  public  virtue  is  an  impofture,  and  the 
very  pretence  to  it  ridiculous,  fince  it  is  now 
proved,  as  they  fay,  that  Lord  Ruffel  intrigued 
with  the  Court  of  VerfailleSy  and  Algernon 
Sidney  took  money  from  it.  The  pretended 
difcovery  has  afforded  a  folid  fatisfa5iion  to 
the  Royal  mind,  and  Sir  John  Dalr^^mple's 
friend  and  patron,  Lord  Mansfield,  for  many 
months  has  made  thefe  fubjecfts  the  favourite 
topicks  of  his  converfation.  He  dwells  with 
rapture  on  the  difcovery.  The  inference  is 
clear,  the  application  evident.  Is  any  man 
held  forth  as  a  great  model  of  public  virtue 
and  fpirit?  The  courtiers*  reply  is  prompt, 
Lord  Rujfe!  intrigued  with  the  Court  of  France. 
Is  a  patriot  applauded,  who  has  dared  and 
fuffered  every  thing  for  his  country  ?  The 
placeman  fhrugs  up  his  flioulders,  and  fays, 
Algernon  Sydney  took  money  from  France ^  and 
indiredly  hints  he  believes  the  fame  of  every 

other 
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other  popular  chara(5ler.  A  Ureachery  of  fa 
black  a  nature  is  moft  readily  adopted  by 
every  man,  who  is  confcious  that  in  fimilar 
circumftances  he  would  have  ad:ed  the  fame 
part.  In  all  probability  he  has  fecretly 
wiflied  for  the  like  offer.  A  Prince  likewife, 
whofe  firfl  aim  is  the  deftrucftion  of  a  free 
conilitution,  believes  himfelf,  and  carefully 
propagates,  thedod:rine,  that  all  mankind  are 
knaves,  and  may  be  eafily  made  flaves.  He 
finds  fomething  in  his  own  breafl  which 
fuggefts  this  to  him,  for  the  fouls  of  tyrants 
and  flaves  are  congenial.  Almofl  half  the 
volume  of  Dalrymple  confifls  of  papers  fup- 
plied  by  the  prefent  king.  Kings  too  generally 
judge  in  the  mofl  fuperficial  manner,  and 
merely  from  what  falls  under  their  own  view. 
The  Prince  therefore,  and  the  keeper  of 
Newgate,  think  themfelves  equally  juftified 
in  declaring  all  men  rogues.  A  Bute  and  a 
J^orth  are  continually  before  the  one,  a 
Macquirk  and  a  Kennedy  before  the  other. 
But  virtuous  men  unwillingly  fufped:  the 
wickednefs  of  great  charaders,  who  have 
long  enjoyed  a  nation's  efleem,  and  require 
the  moft  fatisfadtory  evidence  of  any  degree 
of  bafenefs  in  thofe,  who  have  bravely  died 
for  their  country,  whofe  reputation  has  been 
fealed  with  their  blood,  and  confiflent  and 
uniform  in  their  laft  moments,  have  given 
the  mofl  trying  proofs  of  a  ilncere  and  noble 

patriotifm. 
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patrlotifm.  Let  us  now  examine  the  proofs 
againft  the  two  martyrs  of  liberty.  I  find  no 
kind  of  evidence  in  the  whole  volume  but 
the  defpatches  of  Banllon,  the  French 
ambaffador  here,  which  Sir  John  Dalrymple 
fays,  are  in  the  Depot  des  Affaires  Et  range  res 
et  VerfailleSy  and  of  whofe  exiflence  we  want 
better  evidence  than  his  affertion.  He  declares 
**  from  comparing  the  notes  which  I  took  in 
•  *  France,  with  the  copies  of  the  papers  fent  me 
**  from  thence,  I  find,  in  fome  inflances,  a 
*'  difference  in  the  dales  between  us,  owing, 
**  probably,  to  my  overfight  j  but  in  all  other 
**  refpedts,  the  copies  agree  with  the  notes.** 
Dates,  Sir,  are  as  eafily  copied  as  words ; 
and  a  man,  who  can  miflake,  in  fome  injla?2ces, 
in  figures,  is  very  likely  to  miftake,  in  other 
inflances,  in  letters  and  words.  Records  have, 
we  know,  been  altered.  Such  a  confelTion 
of  a  want  of  accuracy  mufl  be  fatal  to  any 
work,  and  the  public  will  naturally  exped: 
a  more  faithful  copier  of  public  records  than 
Lord  Mansfield's  friend.  Sir  John  Dalrymple. 
Do  you  aik  other  proofs,  or  wifh  to  examine 
thefe  pretended  originals?  Neither  the  im- 
menfe  collecflion  of  Englifh  records  and 
memoirs  at  the  Britilli  Mufeum,  nor  the 
numerous  manufcripts  at  either  of  our  Uni- 
verlities,  contain  a  fingle  line  of  fuch  an 
infamous  fuggeftion  againfl  the  facred 
tnemory  of  the   two  Englifh  -heroes;  but  a 

Scottifh 
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Scottifh  Baronet,  under  the  patronage  of  a 

Scottifti  Lord,    has   given,   as    he   fays,   an 

extrad:  of  a  French  difpatch,  which  he  aflerts 

may    be    feen    in   the     Depot    des    Affaires 

Etrangeres  at    VerfailleSy    ftiould  the  Duke 

d*AguilIon  permit  you,  as  he  did  Sir  John, 

with  liberality  offentiment^  if  you  are  difpofed 

to   believe    him.       It   is    indeed   extremely 

remarkable,  that  this  fame  Duke  d'Aguillon, 

who  was  guilty  of  all  the  unjuft  and  inhuman 

proceedings  againft  Monfieur  dela  Chalotais, 

who  was  the  principal  in  the  plot  to  fix  the 

i2iVi\o\i%  forged  letters  on  that  excellent  French 

patriot,   is  now  lending  his  afliftance  to  Lord 

Mansfield   and  Sir  John  Dalrymple  to  ruin 

the  well-earned  reputation  of  two  patriots  of 

our  nation,  and  to  blaft  the  glorious  laurels, 

purchafed  with  the  beft  blood  of  our  ifland. 

It  feems  a  frefh  confpiracy  of  the  French  and 

Scots  againft  us.     The  caufe  and  the  men  are 

indeed    well   worthy   of  each   other.      But 

England  looks  down  with  contempt  on  thefe 

mean  and  bafe  arts,  and  continues   to  revere 

the  memory  of  her  RufTel  and  Sydney : 

Dear  as  the  ruddy  drops  that  warm  the  heart, 
The^jdy'd  amidft  their  dying  country's  cries  ; 

and  are  now  in  pofleflion  of  that  fupreme 
reward,  a  virtuous  fame,  which  they  enjoy 
unenvied  by  all  the  wife  and  good,  reviled 
only  by  the  courtier  and  the  flave.  Their 
VOL.  III.  K  enemies 
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enemies  now  attempt  in  vain  with  racrilegious 
hands  to  overturn  their  temples,  and  deftroy 
their  altars,  to  give  us  idols  of  their  own  kirk, 
more  ridiculous  than  ever  Egypt  worfhipped. 
But  Ruflel  and  Sydney  will  remain  the  great 
objedts  of  a  nation's  veneration  and  love, 
while  the  names  of  Bute  and  Mansfield  will 
ever  be  uttered  with  contempt  and  abhorrence. 
What  Burnet  fays  of  Sydney  is  equally 
applicable  to  Ruflel,  and  may  ferve  for  a  clue 
to  the  conduct  of  both.**  He  (Sydney)  did  all 
**  he  could  to  divert  people  from  that  war  (with 
**  France)  :   fo  that  fome  took  him  for  a  penfi- 

*  *  oner  of  France :  but  to  thofe  to  whom  he  duril 

*  *  fpeak  freely,  he  faid ,  he  k?uw  it  was  all  a 
^^  juggle  I  that  our  Court  was  in  an  entire  con^ 
^^Jjdence  with  France^  and  had  no  other  defign 
**  in  this  fhew  of  a  war,  but  to  raife  an  army, 
**  and  keep  it  beyond  fea  till  it  was  trained  and 
•*  modelled.'' — Billiop  Burnet's  Hiflory  of 
his  own  Time,  8vo.  edition,  vol.  a,  page  362. 

Sir  John  Dalrymple  in  the  preface  fays, 
•*  His  Majefty — juftly  confidering  hiftory  to 
'*  be  the  icience  of  Kings,  and  willing  that 
"  the  acftions  of  other  Princes  fhould  be  tried 
**  by  that  tribunal  of  public  enquiry,  which, 
"  he  trufts,  will  do  honour  to  his  own." 
Do  you  believe  this.  Sir  yohn  P  I  will 
confine  myfelf  to  two  particulars.  The 
tribunal  of  the  public  has  already  judged  the 
Sovereign  for  the  horrid  ma II acre  in  St. 
4  George's 
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Geofge's  Fields,  on  the  ever  memorable 
tenth  of  May  1768,  the  letter  of  thanks,  &c. 
— The  refult  need  not  be  told — -it  is  well 
known. — When  the  circumftances  of  the 
death  of  the  late  Chancellor  Yorke,  and  of 
the  four  preceding  days,  come  to  be  fully 
known,  (and  they  fhall  be  told,)  every  foul 
will  be  chilled  with  horror ;  tears  of  virtuous 
pity  (hall  flow  for  the  deceafed,  and  the  bafe, 
hypocritical,  and  barbarous  author  of  his 
unhappy  fate  be  held  in  eternal  execration. 

JUSTICE, 


March  26. 

^othe  real^DiroR  of  Sir],  Dalrymple's 
Memoirs, 

SIR, 

J.  SHALL  not  complain  of  the  old  law  of 

the  hiflorian,  fte  quid  veri  dicere  non  audeat^ 
but  'on  the  contrary  would  in  plain  Englifh 
fay  to  him,  Tou  JJ^all  fpeak  the  truths  the 
whole  truth y  a?id nothing  but  the  truths  fo  help 
you  God,  It  is  not  my  intention  therefore  to 
trouble  you  upon  this  occafion  with  the 
common,  obvious  queflion  of  the  moraliil, 
•*  What  good  do  you  propofe  by  this  pub- 
lication ?  Is  it  to  ihew  that  there  is  no  more 
virtue  in  one  party  than  another,  and  that  the 
Whig  is  not  an  honefter  man  or  better  patriot 

K  3  than 
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than  the  T^ory?  Or  is  it  to  teach  the  youtli  of  the 
prefent  reign  this  general  \&^ow^  liberty  and  the 
loveof one*  s  country  are  mere  pretences  at  all  times  y 
and  in  all  men?  Can  any  good  confequence 
flow  from  theeftabliflimentof  fuch  dodrine  ?** 
I  will  anfwer  for  you,  truth  is  truth,  and  a 
true  piBure  of  human  nature  can  never  be 
unufeful."  But  then,  Sir,  I  hope  you  have 
publifhed  the  whole  truth,  and  concealed 
nothing  out  of  favour  or  afFe(5lion  to  any 
body.  Excufe  the  plainnefs  of  my  phrafe, 
who  am  a  mere  country  gentleman,  and 
borrow  the  language  of  the  bar  to  witnefTes 
on  a  trial.  I  am  ufed  to  juries.  My  reafon 
for  the  putting  the  queftion  is,  that  a  friend 
of  mine  has  in  his  laft  letter  informed  me 
from  town,  that  a  report  is  there  circulated  of 
your  having  fupprefTed  fome  letters  contained 
in  the  trunk  at  Kenfington.  The  ftory  is, 
that  the  fupprefTed  letters  are  from  the  Princefs 
Sophia  to  the  abdicated  and  profcribed  James 
the  Second,  in  the  year  1689,  and  that  they^ 
contain  a  correfpondence  for  the  purpofe  of 
reftoring  him  to  the  Englifh  throne.  It  is 
faid  that  ybu  have  publifhed  the  letters  in  the 
before-mentioned  Trunk,  (with  an  exclufion 
of  one  other  perhaps,)  excepting  thefe  letters 
from  the  Court  of  Hanover;  I  therefore 
defire  to  know  the  motive  you  had  for  this 
fuppreflion.  It  cannot  be  a  tendemefs  for  K. 
William,  becaufe  it  is  well  underflood  that 

he 
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he  knew  of  this  intrigue  between  the  family 
of  Bnmfwick  and  Stuart,  when  he  procured 
the  fettlement  of  the  Crown  of  England  upon 
the  former;  but  that  he  overlooked  it,  becaufe 
upon  the  whole  he  was  of  opinion  the  fet- 
tlement of  the  Crown  there  was  the  befl  that 
could  be  made  for  the  fecurity  of  the  proteftant 
religion,  and  of  the  liberties  of  this  country, 
and  of  all  Europe  in  general.  He  was  not 
deceived  in  the  principles  of  the  Hanoverian 
Court,  but  adled  upon  larger  and  more 
generous  motives.  There  would  therefore 
be  nothing  ungrateful  to  the  memory  of  this 
wife,  difinterefted  Dutchman  in  fuch  publica- 
tion. Why  fhould  you  then,  a  Revolutionift, 
feparate  thefe  letters  from  the  reft,  and 
withhold  them  from  the  world  ?  Tney  are 
curious,  and  relate  to  a  family  that  hath 
pleaded  as  much  merit,  religious  and  civil, 
as  that  of  Sydney  and  Kuffel^  and  to  a  family 
which  hath  reaped  as  much  benefit  from 
the  Revolution  as  they  did.  An  Englilh 
Dukedom  is  not  a  greater  reward  to  an  Englifli 
Earl,  than  the  Britilh  Crown  is  to  an  Elecftoral 
Prince.  Is  it  then  more  extraordinary  or 
reproachful  for  private  fubjecfts,  afraid  for 
their  liberty  and  religion,  to  unite  with 
France,  and  to  take  French  money,  and  ufe 
French  power,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  their 
tyrant  and  profecutor,  than  for  a  Sovereign 
Proteilant  Prince,  labouring  under  no  diffi- 
culties, 
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culties,  voluntariiy  to  offer  afTiftance  to  a 
Popifh  Tyrant  to  replace  him  on  the  throne  of 
a  free  people,  who  had  juft  expelled  him, 
and  thereby  to  deftroy  their  liberties  both 
civil  and  religious  ?  Sydney  and  i^?^/ availed 
themfelves  as  politicians  of  foreign  power 
and  money  for  noble  and  laudable  ends, 
■which  they  faw  then  no  other  means  of 
compafling.  They  did  not  intrigue  for  the 
fake  of  fubjedting  this  kingdom  to  France, 
nor  enter  into  any  engagements  deftrud;ive  to 
England.  On  the  other  hand,  I  doubt  not, 
that  the  Court  of  Hanover,  not  forefeeing 
their  own  acceffion,  in  confequence  of  the 
Revolution,  to  our  mighty  Throne,  acfted  on 
fome  Uttle  political  motive,  or  perhaps  out  of 
affedtion  to  their  fecond  coufin  James  the 
Second,  without  regarding  the  religious  or 
civil  rights  of  mere  Englifh  fubjedts.  Now, 
Sir,  as  impartiality  is  impartiality,  and 
equality  is  equality,  I  long  to  know  why  thefe 
curious  letters,  by  way  of  political  anecdote 
and  authentic  hiftory ,  were  withdrawn  and  not 
publifhed  ?  Is  a  regard  to  the  memory  of  the 
Princefs  Sophia  preferable  to  a  regard  to  the 
characters  of  thofe  men  who  voted  the 
Englifh  Crown  to  her  j  or  would  the  law  of 
gratitude  be  more  broken  by  your  publifliing 
letters  that  might  refled:  upon  fuch  an  anceftor 
than  upon  fuch  benefacftors  ?  If  truth,  pure 
truth,  be  the  rule   of  your  conduct,   why 

have 
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have  thefe  letters  alone  been  fecreted  and 
withdrawn?  I  put  thefe  queftions  for  the 
fake  of  clearing  away  unjuft  furmifes,  which 
I  dare  fay  your  anfwer  will  do.  Being  here 
for  the  air,  I  know  little  of  what  the  town 
fays,  but  being  a  plain  fpeaker,  I  put  a 
downright  query,  when  one  occurs  tome. 

I  am,  Sir,  always  the  fame  man,  and 

Your  humble  fervant,    ■ 

hyme^  March  20.  HOLLES. 


May  1. 
To  Sir  JOHN  DALRYMPLE,  Bart. 

JLrfIKE  a  hardy  Knight  of  old,  you  feem  to 
delight  in  defperate  atchievements.  To  tear 
the  rooted  laurel  from  thofe  tombs,  on  which 
the  univerfal  and  ftrong  hand  of  the  nation 
had  planted  it;  was  an  enterprize  of  no 
common  mark  and  magnitude.  Whatever 
be  its  fuccefs,  the  very  attempt  will  place 
you  fecond,  at  leaft,  in  the  lifts  of  fame,  to 
that  intrepid  Blood  ;  who  dared  to  wreft  the 
Crown  of  England  from  its  ftrong  hold. 
The  worthy  Prince,  whofe  diadem  he  thus 
invaded,  was  pleafed  to  take  the  robber  to 
his  bofom;    to  penfton  and  prote(5l   him. 

Perhaps, 
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Perhaps,  Sir,  you  may  meet  with  the  fame 
favour  from  a  pious  Prince  ;  after  having 
endeavoured  to  fubvert  the  principles  which 
fupport  his  Throne. 

Give  me  leave,  Sir,  to  fay,  without  being 
fufpedled  of  flattery,  that  your  aflbciates,  in 
this  enterprize,  were  chofen  with  fiogular 
fagacity.  Let  us  review  them.  They  will 
not  indeed  furnifh  quite  fuch  variety  of 
charadler,  as  the  heroes  aflbciated  in  affailing 
the  walls  of  Troy.  But  it  is  more  to  your 
purpofe  that  they  {hould  be  as  uniform  in 
character,  and  as  unanimous  in  fentiment, 
as  the  Kings  of  Brentford. 

In  your  lift  we  find  a  Scotch  Chief  Juftice, 
whofe  long  line  of  anceftry  was  never  ftained 
with  one  conftitutional  principle,  or  fentiment 
of  liberty ;  and  of  whofe  notorious  attachment 
to  the  Houfe  of  Stuart,  he  has  folemnly 
avowed  himfelf  the  zealous  inheritor — an 
Englifh  Lord,  who  liaving  been  converted 
from  that  faith  which  ennobled  his  anceftors, 
to  the  new  court-creed,  will  lend  himfelf  to 
any  work,  that  may  beft  prove  the  fincerity 
of  his  converfion- — a  French  Ambaflador, 
whofe  infamous  profeflion  was  to  pander 
vice,  and  corrupt  virtue— -a  French  Duke, 
who  has  proved  himfelf  an  implacable  and 
unprincipled  enemy  to  the  very  name  of 
Patriot ;  and  is  execrated,  even  in  his  own 

Cpyntry, 
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country,  as  the  mod  devoted  inftrument  of 
arbitrary  power. 

Such  are  the  charadlers  of  your  chofen 
auxiharies  in  defamin2:  the  dead.  I  flatter 
myfelf,  they  will  fully  juftify  the  approbation 
I  have  given  your  fagacity  in  the  choice. 

In  one  thing,  however,  you  are  lefs 
fortunate  than  thofe  who  arraigned  the  perfons 
of  Ruflel  and  of  Sydney.  The  Crown  cannot 
pack  a  jury  to  try  this  queftion.  Indeed  I 
can  conceive  but  one  way  of  procuring  a 
jury,  before  whom  your  accufation  would 
have  any  chance  of  fucceeding.  It  (hould  be 
drawn  from  among  the  citizens  of  Edinburgh, 
(the  mofl  loyal  place  in  Scotland,)  who, 
before  his  prefent  Majefty's  virtues  had 
atoned  for  the  former  principles  of  his  Houfe, 
and  made  him  popular  in  North  Britain,  were 
accuftomed  to  aflail  the  loyal  few,  who 
aflembled  annually  to  drink  his  health,  with 
curfes,  ftones  and  fire-brands. — A  fcene, 
which  no  doubt  you.  Sir  John,  have  often 
dwelt  upon  with  delight.  Unhappily  how- 
ever for  you,  the  opinion  of  thofe  honeft 
Scots  will  not  decide  the  prefent  queflion. 
The  candid  public  muft  determine  upon  the 
truth  of  your  accufation.  This  they  will  do, 
by  weighing  all  the  fad:s  and  circum fiances 
on  which  it  is  founded.  It  cannot  be  expecfted 
that  your  opponents  can  infpedl  the  depot 
from  which  you  pretend  to  have  drawn  thi? 

evidence 


138  APPENDIX, 

evidence  of  RulTel  and  Sydney*^  treachery ^ 
No  one  will  imagine,  for  inftance,  that  an 
enquirer,  whofe  profefTed  purpofe  was  to 
vindicate  the  virtuous  charaders  of  the  friends 
to  liberty  and  the  people,  would  have  the 
cordial  recommendation  of  Lord  Rochford,  or 
the  polite  affiftance  of  the  DukeD*Aguillon. 
While  you  therefore,  Sir  John,  enjoy  every 
advantage  which  royal  and  minifterial  favour 
can  give  you,  we  muft  be  contented  with 
reafoning  from  the  evidence  of  thofe  truths 
which  are  uncontroverted,  and  thofe  fadts 
from  the  depot  with  which  you  may  have 
.thought  it  fafe  to  furnifli  us. 

But  there  is  one  truth  which  he  who  would 
judge  candidly  on  this  queftion,  ought  ever  to 
keep  in  mind  :  That  Scotch  politics,  like  the 
Romifh  religion,  hold  that  the  end  will  always 
juftify  the  means.  Suppofe  for  example, 
Sir  John,  that  you  and  they  who  employ  you, 
ihould  think  it  a  defirable  objed:  to  difcredit 
and  defame  the  very  name  of  Patriot,  though 
the  blackefl:  falfehoods  and  forgeries  were 
neceflary  to  the  purpofe,  the  infamy  of  the 
means  would,  in  your  minds,  be  atoned  for 
by  the  innocence  of  the  end.  For  the  truth 
of  this  principle  I  may  appeal  to  every  North 
Britifh  bofom  ;  for  an  illuftration  of  it,  Sir 
John,  give  me  leave  to  refer  to  your  own 
book.  You  there  tell  us,  that  the  non-jurors 
in  Scotland  having  entered  into  a  confpiracy 

againft 
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againft  King  William,  to  cover  their  defigns 
took  theoaths  of  allegiance;  [Vol.  i.p.420.] 
and  the  Scotch  Peers,  who  were  fawning 
at  Whitehall,  procured  the  Earl  of  Arran's 
enlargement,  who  had  been  committed  on 
fufpicion,  by  afluring  the  King  that  he, 
together  with  them,  would  immediately 
fwear  allegiance  to  him.  They  accordingly 
retired  to  Scotland,  took  the  oaths,  and 
privately  joined  the  confpirators.  You  tell 
us,  Sir,  that  fomeof  them  faid,  **  i-t  was  no 
fhame  to  do  a  wrong  thing  in  a  right  caufe ; 
and  others,  that  they  would  play  at  the  game 
of  blindman*s  buff  in  Parliament,  by  which 
means  William  would  not  find  out  his  friends 
from  his  foes." — [Ibid  421.] 

The  deepefl  and  mofl  deliberate  treachery, 
with  the  mofl  folemn  appeal  to  God,  was 
regarded  by  thefe  honefl  Scotchmen,  as  a 
very  fport,  or  a  covert  and  convenient 
feeming,  under  which  they  might,  without 
imputation,  effedluate  their  flagitious  pur- 
pofe.  Such  are  the  principles,  and  fuch  the 
practices  of  Scotchmen,  which  thofe  who  are 
unhappily  connedted  with  them,  will  find  to 
prevail  not  only  in  their  political  meafures, 
but  in  every  other  tranfad:ion  in  life. 

,Your  charge  againfl  Sydney,  is  founded 
on  this  article  in  Barillon*s  account  of  his 
difburfements,  to  Algernon  Sydney  500/. 

If  the   fa^  of  his  having  received    this 

money 
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money  were  ever  fo  undeniable,  ftill  it  would 
be  but  candid  to  judge,  from  his  chara(^ter  and 
conduct,  that  he  did  it,  not  for  his  own 
emolument,  but  more  effectually  to  fupport 
an  oppofition  to  the  arbitrary  view  of  the 
Court.  For  it  muft  be  remembered,  that 
we  are  fpeaking  of  that  characfler,  which 
Milton  has  commemorated  inthefe  honourable 
terms :  Atquejidmeiim — quod  ego  illujlre  iwmen^ 
nojlris  femper  adhejijfe  partibus ^  gratulor. 

Shall  fuch  a  reputation  be  touched,  by  an 
un vouched  extra dt,  made  by  a  iingle  and 
fufpecfted  hand,  from  a  depot  into  which  the 
originals  might  have  been  foiffed,  and  thofe 
falsified  a  thoufand  ways,  containing  a  charge 
that  ultimately  refts  on  the  authority  of  a 
very  infamous  perfon,  whofe  intereft  was 
concerned  in  making  it  ?  Shall  the  names  of 
RulTel  and  of  Sydney,  which  have  been 
fand:ified  by  their  fufferings,  in  the  moft 
glorious  of  all  human  enterprizes,  the 
redemption  of  public  liberty,  fuftain  the 
fmalleft  diminution  of  that  high  reverence 
we  owe  them,  from  an  accufation  fo  weak 
and  wicked  ? 

And  now.  Sir  John,  I  muft  take  leave  to 
tell  you  that  there  is  not  the  leafl  colour  for 
your  charge — that  it  is  moft  malicious  in  its 
aim,  moft  fufpicious  in  its  manner,  and  moft 
impotent  in  its  iflue.  Retire  then  and  feek 
confolation  in  the  candid  bofoms  of  that  high 

and 
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and  chofen  pair,  who  have  ad:uated  and  aided 
your  attempt.  As  they  meant  to  participate 
in  its  fuccefs,  let  them  at  leaft  fhare  the 
infamy  and  opprobrium  that  will  inevitably 
attend  it. 

I  have  many  pardons  to  afk  of  the  Englifli 
nation,  for  reviving  that  national  jealoufy; 
which  however  neceflary,  is  always  painful 
to  generous  minds.  I  am  confcious  of 
having  done  it,  not  to  gratify  any  little  or 
malignant  paflion.  Nor  could  I  help  en- 
deavouring to  vindicate,  from  the  malice  of  - 
men  as  high  in  place  as  they  are  bafe  ia 
principle,  thofe  patriots,  to  whofe  noble 
efforts  and  illuftrious  fufferings  we  owe  that 
free  conftitution,  which  1  hold  the  moft 
ineftimable  of  all  earthly  bleffings,  and  for 
which  I  would  willingly  lay  down  my  life. 

HOLLES. 


To  the  Printer  of  the  Public  Advertifer. 
Vttam  impendere  vero,  Rousseau. 

SIR,  May  27,   1773. 

XNI O  one  who  wifhed  well  to  fociety  would 
endeavour  to  reprefent  the  beft  of  characflers 
in  the  moft  odious  lights,  and  in  a  long  detail 
of  men  and  manners,  not  let  to  public  view 
6  one 
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one  great  ind  worthy   example. — Had  the 
fame   diligence    been    exerted   to    trace   out 
virtuous  a(5tions  that  has  been  ufed  to  imagine 
and  rake  up  vice,  the  author  of  the  Memoirs 
of  Great  Britain  would  have  been  efteemed 
and   enrolled    among  the  illuftrious    writers 
who  promote  public  virtue,  inllead  of  being 
detefted     and     reproached     for    propagating 
falfehold  and  infamy.     It  has  been  proved 
that  he  is  interefted  and  partial ;  his  authorities 
of  no  weight,  reiling  on  a  fingle  evidence, 
and   the  truth  and  honefty  of  that  evidence 
flrongly  fufpedted,  and  all  againfl:  the  general 
tenor,  practice  and  principles    of    the  men  ' 
who  maintained  them  with  their  blood.     His 
relations  and  comments,  compared  with  fadts, 
prove  his  difingenuity,   and  want  of  candour 
and  truth.  Sydney's  return  to  England  was  not 
obtained  by  the  court  of  France,  but  by  Henry 
Saville,  the  Englifh  EmbafTador  at  Paris,  as 
is  evident  by  a  letter  from  Sydney  to  him. 
[Sy^f7ey*s  Lei/erSy  ^to.p.  104.]   Mr.  Pel  ham, 
at  the  trial  of  Sir  John  Fenwick,  aflerts,  that 
Mr.  Algernon  Sydney  was  a  man  who  had 
that  love  for  liberty  and  the   good   of  his 
country,  that  he  would  not  have  faid,    **  that 
•*  the  law   of   God    and   man  require   two 
**  witnefTes  to  proceed  againfl  a  man,"  even 
to  fave  his  own  life,  if  he  had  thought  it 
inconfiftent  with  either  of  them. — [^Sydney^s 
Trial y   131.]       Barillon  fays,  the  fervices  I 
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draw  from  Sydney  do  not  appear,  for  his 
connedlions  are  with  obfcure  and  concealed 
perfons. — [Memoirs j  vol.  11.  !2;87.] 

In  another  letter,  Mr.  Sydney  is  one  of 
thofe  who  talks  to  me  with  the  moft  force 
and  the  moft  opennefs  on  the  article  of 
maintaining  the  liberties  of  England  and 
Holland  feparate.- — [Uid,  313.] 

It  is  a  common  and  bafe  pra(5tice  to  fix 
obnoxious  names,  and  thereby  ruin  a  character 
jn  the  public  efteem,  though  with  the 
difcerning  few,  names  prove  nothing;  the 
names  of  Heretick,  Deift,  and  Self-murderer, 
with  the  generality  of  the  world,  are  odious 
and  reproachful. 

The  writer  aflerts,  that  Sydney,  Eftex,- 
and  HampdeiT  were  determined  deifts,  and 
that  they  believed  they  had  a  right  over  their 
own  lives. — [ISid,  vol.  i.  21 .] 

This  aflVrtion  is  void  of  all  truth  and 
juftice;  for  how  does  he  attempt  to  prove  it  ? 
By  the  moft  difingenuous  and  unnatural  turn 
of  a  paiTage  in  a  moft  excellent  letter  of  Syd- 
ney's, to  a  friend  who  prelTed  his  return 
home. — Shall  I  renounce  all  my  old  principles, 
learn  the  vile  Court  arts,  and  make  my  peace 
by  bribing  fome  of  them  ?  Shall  their  cor- 
ruption and  vice  be  my  fafety  ?  Oh  !  no — 
I  hope  I  fliall  die  in  the  fame  principles  in 
which  I  have  always  lived,  and  will  live  no 
longer  than  they  can  preferve  me.     I  have  in 

my 
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my  life  been  guilty  of  many  follies,  but  I 
hope  of  no  meannefs.  I  will  not  blot  and 
defile  that  which  is  paft/  by  endeavouring 
to  provide  for  the  future.  I  have  ever  had 
in  my  mind,  that  when  God  fliould  call  me 
into  fuch  a  condition  as  that  I  cannot  fave 
my  life  but  by  doing  an  indecent  thing,  he 
fhews  me  the  time  is  come  when  I  (hould 
refign  jit. — [Sydney^  p.  i6,  /i^to.']  The  plain 
and  candid  fenfe  is  fure  no  more  than  a  firm 
refolution  to  maintain  his  principles,  and  to 
fubmit  to  the  part  allotted  him  by  Providence. 
His  being  a  deift  is  equally  void  of  truth. 
Burnet  fays,  he  feemed  to  be  a  Chriftian, 
but  in  a  particular  way  of  his  own.  He 
thought  it  to  be  a  divine  philofophy  in  the 
mind. — [Burnet ^  53S.]  At  his  condemna- 
tion he  exclaimed  with  energy,  O  God! 
O  God  !  fand:ify  thefe  fufFerings  unto  me, 
and  impute  not  my  blood  to  the  country  nor 
city  through  which  I  am  to  be  drawn.  Let 
no  inquifition  be  made  for  it ;  but  if  any,  and 
the  fhedding  of  innocent  blood  muft  be 
revenged,  let  the  weight  of  it  fall  upon 
thofe  that  malicioufly  perfecute  me  for 
righteoufnefs  fake.  In  the  paper  at  his 
execution  he  refuted  the  teftimony  of  guilt, 
and  prayed  for  his  country.  Lord  forgive 
thefe  pra(ftices  (the  PACKING  of  juries), 
and  avert  the  evils  that  threaten  the  nation 
from  them;  and  though  I  fall  a  facrifice  to 

idols, 
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Idols,  fuffer  not  idolatry  to  be  eftablifhed  in 
the  land.  Blefs  thy  people,  and  lave  them; 
defend  thine  own  caufe,  and  defend  thofe  that 
defend  it ;  ftir  up  fuch  as  are  faint ;  direcfl 
thofe  that  are  wavering.  Grant  that  I  may 
die  glorifying  thee  ;  that  at  the  laft  thou  haft 
permitted  me  to  be  iingled  out  as  a  witnefs 
of  thy  truth,  and  even  by  the  confeflion  of 
my  opponents,  for  that  good  old  caufe  in 
which  I  was  from  my  youth  engaged,  and 
for  which  thou  haft  often  and  wonderfully 
declared  thyfelf. — \_Sydney^  196,  4to.] 

To  the  King  inftead  of  applying  for  mercy, 
he  demanded  only  juftice.  He  fays,  fome 
through  fear  have  defled:ed,  from  the  inte- 
grity of  their*  principles  j  but  I  think  there 
are  many  who  have  kept  their  garments 
unfpotted,  and  I  hope  that  God  will  deliver 
them  and  the  nation  for  their  fakes.  God 
will  not  fuffer  this  land,  where  the  gofpel 
of  late  has  flourilhed,  more  than  in  any 
part  of  the  world,  to  become  a  flave  of  the 
world,  but  will  ftir  up  witnefles  of  the  truth, 
and  in  his  own  time  fpirit  his  people  to 
ftand  up  for  his  cjtufe,  and  deliver  them ; 
and  in  his  goodnefs  he  did  deliver  them  at 
the  moft  glorious  and  happy  revolution. 

I  know  my  Redeemer  lives,  and  as  he 
has  in  a  great  meafure  upheld  me  in  the  day 
of  my  calamity,  hope  that  he  will  uphold 
me  by  his  fpirit  in  this  laft  moment,   and 

VOL.  III.  L  giving 
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giving  me  grace  to  glorify  him  iri  my  deaths 
receive  me  into  the  glory  prepared  for  thofe 
that  fear  him  when  my  body  (hall  be  dif- 
folved. — [Apology^  198.]  Are  thefe  prayers 
agreeable  to  the  principles  of  a  deift  which 
are  dicflated  by  the  belief  of  a  particular  Pro- 
vidence and  divine  interpofition  ? 

Oh  !  (hame  to  letters,  ingenuity  and  truth  ! 

I  had  rather  my  fon  had  turned  his  back 
in  the  day  of  battle  than  have  injured  the 
characters  of  Sidney  and  Ruflel. 

As  conftitution  might  occalion  the  one,  the 
other  has  no  excufe  but  mere  depravity  of 
mind, 

TIMOLEON. 
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LETTERS  ON  THE  SALE  OF  PLACES. 

July  16,  1769. 

HAVING  just  now  read  a  letter  con- 
taining, by  evident  infinuatidns,  a  moft 
audacious  attack  upon  my  charadier,  printed 
by  you,  in  your  paper  of  Friday  lafl,  aflert* 
ing  a  grofs  and  infamous  lie  from  beginning 
to  end ;  I  do  hereby  publicly  call  upon 
you  to  name  the  perfon  from  whom  you 
received  the  account  you  have  prefumed  to 
publifh.  If  you  are  either  unable  or  un- 
willing to  do  this,  I  {hall  moft  certainly 
treat  you  as  he  author,  and,  in  juftiCe  both 

to 
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to  myfelf  and  others,  who  are  every  day 
thus  malignantly  and  wickedly  vilified,  I 
Ihall  take  the  beft  advice  in  the  law  if  aa 
adlion  will  not  lie  for  fuch  atrocious  defa- 
mation, and  if  I  may  not  hope  to  make  an 
example  of  the  author  of  it. 

The  fcurrility  in  general  which  has  been 
t)f  late  fo  heaped  upon  me  in  the  public 
papers,  I  have  hitherto  treated  with  the 
contempt,  my  friends  and  myfelf  thought  it 
defer ved,  and  fuffered  it  to  pafs  with  impu- 
nity ;  but  this  laft  is  fo  outrageous,  and  tends 
fo  much  to  wound  my  character  and  honour 
in  the  tendereft  part,  that  I  am  determined, 
if  pradiicable,  to  fee  if  a  jury  will  not  do  me 
and  the  public  jullice  againft  fuch  a  libeller, 
and  whether  they  will  not  think  the  robbing 
an  innocent  man  of  his  characfter  is  a  robbery 
of  the  mod  dangerous  kind,  and  that  the 
perpetrators  of  it  will  flick  at  nothing. 

For  the  prefent,  I  muft  content  myfelf 
with  only  laying  before  the  public  the  two 
following  letters,  which  will  explain  to 
them  all  the  knowledge  I  had  of  the  deteft- 
able  fraud,  which  has  been  taken  advantage 
of  to  charge  me  with  corruption;  a  crime, 
which,  of  all  others,  I  hold  the  moft  in 
abhorrence.  I  defy  the  whole  world  to 
prove  a  fingle  word  in  your  libellous  letter 
to  be  true,  or  that  the  whole  is  not  a  bare- 
faced, politive,  and  entire  lie-r- That  it  is  fo» 

L  :i  I  do 
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I  do  afTert,   and  I  call  upon  any  body,    if 
they  can,  to  difprove  what  I  fay. 

George  Oi^slow. 


COPY  OF  A  LETTER  TO  MR.  ONSLOW; 

RECEIVED   THE    Z^TH  OF   JUNE. 

SIR,  New  Bo?id-Street,  'June  25,  1769. 

I  BEG  you  will  pardon  my  thus 
addrefling  you,  a  liberty  i  could  not  think 
ef,  was  any  thing  lefs  than  my  family's 
bread  at  ftake — Some  weeks  pafl  my  hufband 
paid  a  large  fum  of  money  (which  gave  us 
inexpreffible  forrow  to  raife)  to  a  party,  who 
proteft  they  are  empowered  by  you  to  infure 
him,  in  return,  the  colledtorfliip  of  Pifca- 
taway  in  New  Hampfhire.  I  have  been  told 
this  day  one  Hughes  is  iii  poffeflion  of  the 
fame,  and  the  treafury  books  confirm  the 
news.  I  beg  leave  moft  earneftly  to  intreat 
you  will  inform  me  whether  Mr.  Hughes  is 
under  any  engagement  to  refign,  or  whether 
we  are  duped  by  thofe  who  have  taken  our 
money. 

Mr.  Burns  has  had  the  ftrongeft  recom- " 
mendations     from    perfons     of    undoubted 
Veracity,  and  I  believe,  on  all  accounts,  will 
be  found  to  be  perfectly  capable  and  worthy 
of  the  employment. 

Once 
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Once  more  I  intreat,  good  Sir,  you  will 
cxcufe  this  trouble,  which  is  caufed  by  a 
heart  almofl  broken  with  the  fear  and  terror 
of  a  difappointment. 

With  the  profoundeft  Refped:, 
I  am.  Sir, 
Your  mod  obedient. 
Humble  Servant, 

Mary  Burns. 


MR.  ONSLOW'S  ANSWER. 

MADAM,        'Ember- Court ,  ^une  ay ,  1 769. 

YOUR  letter  was  brought  down  to  me 
hither  only  to-day,  or  I  (liovild  have  anfwered 
it  fooner.  Without  having  the  honour  of 
being  known  to  you  or  Mr.  Burns,  it  give? 
me  much  concern  that  any  body  (liould  be 
impofed  upon  as  you  have  been,  and  as 
much  indignation  that  my  name  (hould  be 
made  fo  infamous  a  ufe  of.  I  fhould  have 
been  under  an  equal  degree  of  furprize,  had 
I  not  this  morning  had  fome  intimation  of 
the  matter  from  Mr.  Pownall  and  Mr. 
Bradfliaw,  and  made  fome  enquiry  into  it 
of  Mr.  Watkins  at  Charing-Crofs,  with  a 
determination  to  fift  this  fhocking  fcene  of 
villany  to  the  bottom,  and  which  I  fhall 
now  be  encouraged  in  by  the  hopes  of  getting 
you  your  money  reftored  to  you,  as  well  as 

the 
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the  earneft  defire  I  have  to  bring  the  perpe- 
trators of  this  roguery  to  the  punifhment  and 
Ihame  they  deferve. 

For  this  purpofe,  might  I  beg  the  favour 
of  Mr.  Burns  to  meet  me  at  my  houfe  in 
Curzon-ftreet  about  ten  o*clock  on  Friday 
morning,  I  willgowithhimtoMr.Pownairs, 
of  which  I  have  given  him  notice;  and  I 
wifh  Mr.  Burns  would  bring  with  him  Mr. 
Watkins,  or  any  body  elfe  that  can  give 
light  into  this  unhappy  and  wicked  affair. 

Till  this  morning  I  never  in  my  life  heard 
a  fingle  word  of  either  the  office  itfelf,  nor 
of  any  of  the  parties  concerned  ;  you  will 
judge  then  of  my  aflonifhment,  and  indeed 
horror,  at  hearing  of  it  to-day  from  Mr. 
Bradfhaw. 

I  am,  Madam,  &c. 

George  Onslow. 

* 

Since  the  writing  of  the  above  letters, 
more  of  this  fraud  has  been  detedled,  and 
further  enquiry  is  making,  in  order  to  bring 
the  acStors  in  it  to  juftice.  A  woman  of  the 
name  of  Smith,  who  lives  near  Broad-ilreet, 
is  the  perfon  who  appears  to  be  principally 
concerned  in  the  fraud,  the  money  being, 
it  feems,  for  her  ufe. 

Having   obferved,  in   a   news-paper  of 
the  28th  of  July  laft,  that  it   is  infinuated, 
that  I  have  been  the  dete(5lor  of  a  fuppofed 
6  crime, 
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crime,  imputed  to  the  Right  Hon.  George 
Onflow,  Efq.  I  do  think  it  an  ad:  of  com- 
mon juftice  to  declare,  in  this  public  manner, 
that  I  am  intirely  ignorant  of  the  faid  fuppofed 
crime,  and  all  circumftances  relative  to  it; 
except  that  I  have  heard  the  ftory  mentioned 
in  common  converfation,  and  conftantly 
treated  as  a  calumny  propagated  to  injure 
Mr.  Onflow's  reputation. 
Hanover-fquare  y 
Aug. 2yi^6(),  Hillsborough. 

It  having  been  fuggefted,  in  a  letter 
addrefled  to  the  Right  Hon.  George  Onflow, 
Efq.  publifhed  in  a  news-paper,  dated  the 
2;8th  of  July  laft,  that  I  was,  together  with 
Mr.  Bradfhaw,  fent  to  Mr.  Onflow,  on  the 
fubjed:  of  a  fcandalous  tranfadion,  in  which 
Mr.  Onflow  is,  in  the  faid  letter,  ftated  to 
be  concerned ;  it  is  become  neceffary  for  me, 
in  juflice  to  that  gentleman,  to  declare  that 
I  never  was  fent  to  Mr.  Onflow  on  that,  or 
any  other  occafion ;  but  having  heard  this 
ilory,  I  thought  it  but  common  juflice  to 
communicate  it  to  Mr.  Onflow,  which  I  did 
through  the  channel  of  Mr.  Bradfhaw. 

Whitehall^  Aug*  %i  ^7^9«         J*  Pqw^all, 
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[BY  MESSIEURS  BURKES.] 


Tue/dayy  Sept.  6,  1776. 

-Lord  Mansfield  has  been  lately  left  alone 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  **  All  the  obliged 
have  deferted,  and  all  the  vain.'*  He,  who 
but  a  few  days  before,  and  with  fuch  decided 
authority,  had  palTed  a  bloody  fentence  upon 
whole  nations,  has  not  been  able  to  regulate 
the  trial  of  one  old  woman, — [Alludes  to 
the  remarkable  controverfy  between  Lord 
Mansfield  and  Lord  Lyttelton,  on  the  mode 
of  trying  the  Duchefs  of  Kingfton  ;  the 
Houfe  adopted  Lord  Lyttelton *s  plan  in  pre- 
ference to  Lord  Mansfield's.] — His  judicial 
confli(5t  was  with  a  boy;  and  he  was  balRed. 
Thefe  indications  of  fome  odd  change,  though 
they  appear  in  flight  matters,  are  warnings 
■which  a  wife  man  will  not  difdain  to  take. 
They  ought,  in  fome  meafure,  to  abate  the 
pride  of  power,  and  the  confidence  in  favour. 
They  ought  to  fupple  the  heart,  and  to  make 
it  fufceptible  of  the  foft  contagion  of  our 
nature.  They  ought  to  difpofe  it  towards 
a  favourable  hearing  of  millions  of  people, 
lately  flourifhing,  opulent,  peaceful  and 
happy,  but  now  doomed  to  be  the  harafled  and 
perfecuted  obje<n:s  of  eternal  piracy,  rapine, 
and  devaluation, 

4  If 
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If  Lord  Mansfield  fliould  be  found  thus 
foftened  towards  an  unfortunate,  rejecfled 
branch  of  the  Enghfli  race,  perhaps  in  fome 
moments  of  humihation  fo  favourable  to 
clemency,  he  might  turn  his  eyes  on  the 
Englifh  ftock  itfelf.  He  might  begin  to 
fufpe(fl,  that  the  fufferings  of  war  cannot  be 
confined  to  one  fide  only  ;  and  that  our  own 
fhare  of  thefe  calamities  may  be  worthy  of 
fome  confideration.  He  might  feel  the  glory 
of  burning  the  petty  filhing  town,  Falmouth 
in  New  England,  balanced  by  the  taking 
of  St.  yo/jn*s ;  he  might  think  the  ftealing 
by  Lord  Dunmorey  of  a  dozen  or  two  of 
little,  honey-combed,  iron  fhip  guns  from 
a  deferted  wharf  in  Virginia ^  of  not  quite  fo 
much  importance  as  the  lots  of  Canada. 
Though  it  is  undoubtedly  fome  comfort  to 
infult  the  few  Provincial  Officers  we  take,  by 
throwing  them  with  common  men  into  a 
gaol ;  and  fome  triumph  to  hold  the  bold 
adventurer,  Ethan  Allen,  in  irons  in  a  dungeon, 
in  Cornwall ;  yet  it  may  be  thought  not  quite 
fo  pleafant  on  the  other  hand,  to  have  the 
corps  of  Englifh  Fuzileers  prifoners  of  war 
by  capitulation,  in  Connecticut,  though  under 
the  tenderefl  treatment  from  a  mild,  humane, 
and  generous  conqueror.  The  famine  of 
Bofton,  (which  will  vie  in  hiffory  with  that 
of  Perufia,  Perujina  fames,)  the  wafleof  camp 
diAempers,   the  llaughter  at  Bunker's-HilJ, 

the 
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the     difperfion    of    tranfports,     the     ccean 
covered  with  wrecks,  our  Hanoverian  allies 
perifhing  on  the  coaft  of  France,  before  the 
eyes  of  thofe  whom  they  had  lately  helped  to 
defeat  ;  the  miferable  ruin  of  the  finances  of 
this  kingdom,   and  that  back-fliding,    which 
after  twelve  years'  peace,  has  let  us  down 
into  that  condition  of  debt,  in  which  we  were 
left  at  the  end  of  a  war  with  half  Europe. — :^ 
All  thefe  confiderations  may,  at  a  calm  hour, 
rife  in  an  awful  feries  before  Lord  Mansfield; 
and,  forcing  one  natural  figh  for  the  diftrefles 
of  humanity,  may  difpofe  him  to  liften  to  an 
humble  plea  for  peace.     They  may,  perhap?, 
incline  his  ear  to  fober  enquiry,  whether  even 
an  imperfect  authority  is  not  more  eligible 
than   a   com  pleat    war?     and    whether,     all 
things  confidered,  the  fpoils  of  America  will 
be,   in   reality,   fo  much  a  better  thing  than 
its  commerce? 

Lord  Mansfield's  argument  againft  the 
frefent  Colonies,  from  the  votes  of  one  of 
them  in  time  /^,  was  examined  in  my  laft 
letter. 

I  ihall  now  take  this  bufinefs  in  another 
point  of  view.  For  a  while  I  will  go  along 
with  his  Lordfhip.  He  fhall  have  granted 
to  him  not  only  all,,  but  much  more  than  he 
aflumes.  I  will  allow  that  the  Journals,  not 
of  one^  but  of  all  ihc  affemblies,  are  full  of 
fadtious  refolutions.     Having  for  argument 

admitted 
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admitted  this,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  accompany 
my  concefTion  with  a  matter  oi  fa^ ;  which, 
though  it  will  not  at  allexcufe  fuch  contumacy 
in  the  Americans,  it  may  abate  fome  degree 
of  that  aftonifhment  and  indignation,  which 
it  feems  to  excite  in  a  veteran  politician,  who 
has  breathed  the  air  of  feventy  winters  in  our 
climate,   of  clear  and  unclouded  virtue. 

The  Twelve  United  Colonies  have  twelve 
popular  afTemblies.  The  number  of  Members 
they  contain  may  be  as  large,  within  a  trifle, 
as  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain.  They 
are  probably  about  five  hundred  perfons.  Will 
his  Lordfhip  afk,  what  douceurs  2iVQ  difl:ributed 
among  the  whole  body  of  thefe  Reprefentati  ves  ; 
I  do  afTure  him,  on  the  ftric^teft  enquiry,  I 
do  not  find  that  the  twelve  American  Parlia- 
ments, and  the  whole^i;^  hundred  men  who 
compofe  them,  receive  among  them  all  one 
Jifth  part  of  the  value  of  what  is  held  by  one 
iingle  gentleman,  whom  I  could  name,  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons. 

It  is  not  that  the  foil  of  the  plantations  does 
not  yield  the  conftitutional  ftaple  of  lucrative 
employments.  But  thefe  employments  are 
almoft  all,  with  much  more  propriety, 
beftowed  in  aid  of  a  contrad:ed  Englifh  civil 
lift,  and  as  a  fupport  and  fecurity  to  the 
independence  of  a  Britifh  Parliament.  They 
are  certainly  better  beftowed  ;  for  I  have 
pouftantly  obferved,  that  all  thofe  gentlemen 

who 
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who  hold  American  employments,  have  been 
the  moft  zealous  of  all  others    againfl:   the 
infolent  claims  of  the  Colonifts,  and  the  mofl 
determined    refifters    of   that    fadlious    and 
interefted  fpirit,  which  dares  unnaturally  to 
infult  fo  gracious  and  beneficent  a  government. 
If  we  did  not  know  to  a  certainty,  that  not 
z.  fliilhng  is  fpent  in  England  upon  ele(5lions; 
and  that  the  emoluments,  fo  liberally  diftri- 
buted  in  Parliament,  have  no  (hare  in  producing 
any  part  of  that  complaifance  to  government, 
which    diftinguilhes    our  age,    and    puts   to 
fhame  the  flubborn  fpirrt  of  our  anceftors, 
we  might,  inftead  of  being  aftonifhed  at  fuch 
inftances  of  oppofition,  be  rather  furprifed, 
how  it  has  happened,  that  in  popular  aflem- 
blies   fo  little    managed,    the    oppofition    to 
government  has  not  been  greater,   more  fre- 
quent, more  fierce,  and  more  extenfive.     So 
much  rich  compofl  is  laid  upon  the   highly, 
dreifed,  and  producflive  foil  of  a  Britifh  Par- 
liament, and  fuch  attention  is  bellowed  on  its 
thorough  cultivation,    that  thefe  remote  parts 
have  been  negledted,   and    fuffered  to   fhoot 
out  all   the  wild   weeds  of  a  vigorous,  but 
uncultivated  nature.      Except  infulting   re- 
proaches, angry  prorogations,  fudden   diffo-r 
lulions,    rejected   petitions,    with   now    and 
then  a  challenge  to  difpute  on  the  origin  of 
government,   (Vide    Governor  Hutchinfon's 
famous  fpeech,)  I  can  find  nothing  that  has 

been 
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been  praffcifed  to  **  tame  the  genius  of  the 
ftubbom  plain,"  or  to  mollify  the  hereditary 
fpirit  of  independency,  that  is  charged  upon  the 
American  Affemblies.  Under  fuch  indolent 
negled:,  and  fuch  churl ifh  attentions,  I  could 
not  poiitively  anfwer  for  the  mellownefs 
and  trac^lability  even  of  a  civilized  Britifh 
Parliament.  I  (houldnot  however  conclude, 
from  fome  four  humours  in  our  Houfes  of 
Parliament,  that  a  barren  independence  was 
the  objed:  of  their  wifhes ;  but  that,  like 
peevifh  virgins,  they  longed  for  fomethingelfe. 
Oppofition  to  the  authority  of  acts  of 
Parliament  is  not  a  thing  new  in  the  depen- 
dencies of  this  empire,  nor  confined  to 
America.  A  denial  of  that  authority  in 
much  greater  extent,  had  once  been  very 
popular  in  Ireland.  MolineuXy  one  of  their 
moft  celebrated  authors,  (a  great  natural' 
philofopher  like  Dodlor  Franklin,)  a  friend 
and  a  corrcfpondent  of  Locke,  wrote  a  book 
which  is  ftill  in  requeft.  The  objecft  of  this 
book  is  to  prove,  that  England  had  no  power 
to  make  any  laws  whatever  to  bind  Ireland. 
The  affertion  is  not  limited  to  taxes  ;  it  is  as 
broad  and  general  as  legiflature  itfelf  on  the 
largeft  plan.  That  book  indeed  was  burnt  by 
the  hands  of  the  common  hangman  here  ;  but 
the  dodtrines  gained  fo  much  ground  /here, 
that  the  Judges  who  admitted  appeals  to 
England  were  perfecuted  by  the  Irilh  Houfes 

of 
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of  Lords  and  Commons  with  the  greateft 
rigour  and  afperity,  and  obhged  to  fly  in  a 
body  to  England. 

in  confequence  of  this  a  declaratory  a6l 
was  paiTed,  alTerting  the  fupreme  legiilative 
authority  of  Great  Britain.  Nothing  further 
was  done.  No  troops  were  fent,  or  employed 
to  enforce  obedience.  Time  was  given  for 
the  public  ferment  to  fubfide.  The  appeal 
to  the  Houfeof  Lords  in  England,  was  left 
to  find  its  own  way  by  its  own  utility  ;  and 
utility  effecfted  that  which  force  could  not 
have  effedled.  The  Irifli  fuitors  found  an 
advantage  in  a  judicature  removed  from  local 
affeftions  and  local  prejudices.  At  the  fame 
time  the  Irifh  Parliament  vj?isfoothed,  inflead 
of  being  bullied.  The  leading  interefls  were 
gained.  The  ftubborn  were  foftened,  and  the 
angry  pacified.  By  degrees,  as  it  was  natural, 
the  ftorm  was  blown  over.  The  Irilli 
Parliament  kept  its  refolutions.  England 
received  its  appeals.  No  harfh  laws  were 
paffed  for  the  purpofe  of  a  tejl.  No  tax  was 
impofed  for  a  m^/ of  obedience.  Thequeflion 
of  the  right  remains  to  this  day  open  for 
the  declamation  of  any  gentleman  in  the  Irifh 
or  Englifh  Parliament,  and  is  frequently 
ufed  with  great  innocence,  as  the  interefl  or 
whim  of  the  orator  on  either  fide  diredrs  him. 

In  Ireland  it  was  not  only  in  votes  and 
refolutions  of  Parliament,  that  the  authority 

of 
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of  Great  Britain  has  met  with  oppofition. 
The  refiftance  to  the  trade  laws  by  tumultuous 
violence,  has  been  frequent  and  often  fuc- 
cefsful.  Wool  was  and  is  carried  off  in  great 
quantities  ;  and  great  mobs  have  frequently 
deldroyed  imported  goods  in  one  of  the 
principal  cities  of  that  kingdom  ;  while  other 
mobs  intimidated  officers  from  preventing  an 
export  of  prohibited  manufadtures  in  the 
other.  It  is  not  long  fince  the  exportation  of 
jive  cattle  to  England  was  prevented  by 
violence ;  a  violence  at  which  the  Magiftrates 
of  Ireland  thought  proper  to  wink.  Parlia- 
ment thought  proper  to  wink  in  its  turn,  at 
that  violence  and  that  neglecft. 

But  if  Parliament,  on  hearing  of  thefe 
diforders,  had  diredled  the  offending  Irilh 
ports  to  be  blocked  up,  until  the  King  Ihould 
think  proper  to  open  them :  If,  on  the  negleft 
of  Magiftrates  (full  as  chargeable  on  Ireland 
as  America)  an  A^  of  Parliament  had 
violently  fubverted  the  corporate  rights  of 
their  cities  :  li^,  on  the  votes  of  the  Irifli 
Parliament,  derogatory  to  the  authority  of 
the  fupreme  legillature,  they  had  violently 
changed  the  conftitution  of  the  fecondary 
Parliament :  If  they  had  refufed  aH  peace  to 
Ireland,  until  the  baniftied  Judges  had  re- 
affumed  their  fundtion,  and  until  full  com- 
penfation  was  made  to  them  for  their  loffes,— 
there  is  no  doubt  that  war.  alone  would  have 
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fettled  our  controverfy  with  Ireland,  as  it 
jnuft,  if  we  perfevere  in  the  prcfent  meafure, 
fettle  our  controv^erfy  with  America. 

To  this  hour  the  d^ree  of  fubordination 
which  Ireland  own^,  is  altogether  unaf- 
certained.  Minifte/s  complain  that  America, 
in  denying  our  right  to  tax,  has  not  ftated 
clearly  the  fubmiilion  which  (lie  admits  to  be 
due  to  the  authority  of  Parliament.  But  has 
Ireland  ever  recognized  half  fo  much  as 
America  does  in  her  letter  to  the  people  of 
England  ?  Is  it  true,  that  in  the  mean  time 
(he  is  quiet,  dutiful,  and  obedient ;  and  Ihe 
is  fo,  becaufe  this  recognition  never  was 
required?  Her  late  moft  extraordinary  com- 
plaifance  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Pells,  and  to  the 
Vice  Treafurers,  thofe  profitable  fervants  of 
the  public,  (hews  that,  in  fpite  of  her 
Journals,  and  the  petulance  of  her  progenitors, 
Ihe  can  prove  as  fubfervient  as  can  be  wished 
to  the  convenience  of  adminiftration. 

[Charles  Jenkinfon,  Efq.  Henry  Flood, 
Efq.  Lord  Clare,  and  Welbore  Ellis,  Efq. 
by  a  late  vote  of  the  Irifh  Parliament,  have 
3500I.  a-year  each,  over  and  above  their 
expences.     The  firil  for  life.] 

Ireland  gives  largely  to  all  public  fervicesi 
and  what  is  infinitely  more  important,  to  all 
private  jobbs. — Why?  Becaufe  it  is  fhe  that 
gives ^  and  not  we  that  take. 

Adminiilration  has  lately  furnifhed  a  fignal 

proof 
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proof  of  their  own  opinion  of  the  wifdom 
of  enforcing  all  the  rights  of  the  fupreme 
legiflature.  It  was  but  the  other  day  (the 
beginning  of  this  feflion)  that  government 
applied  to  the  Irifli  Parliament  for  liberal 
grants,  in  order  to  fupply  very  large  defi- 
ciencies. One  would  fuppofe,  from  the 
dodtrines  of  Lord  Mansfield  and  his  colleagues, 
concerning  America,  that  the  Minifler  in  the 
Irilh  Houfeof  Commons,  inorderto  fucceed, 
mufl  have  opened  his  Budget  by  an  high 
affertionof  the  rights  of  the  Englifh  Parliament 
to  tax  Ireland ;  and  that  he  h^d  concluded  by 
defiring  them,  on  the  plan  of  Lord  North's 
conciliatory  motion,  to  furnifhfuch  a  contingent 
to  the  fupport  of  empire  as  Parliament  here 
fhould  think  proper.  The  proceeding  of  that 
fuccefsful  Minifter  was  the  direcH:  reverfe, 
Inftead  of  getting  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons 
to  acknowledge  this  right,  he  himfelf  m  e^edt 
difclaimed  it.  He  even  denied,  that  the 
Englifh  Miniflry  ever  had  afferted  it ;  and  he 
defcribed  the  fpeeches  on  that  fubjedt  in  the 
Englifh  Houfeof  Commons  (though  made  by 
men  in  thegreatefl  offices)  '*  as  nothing  more 
**  than  the  raQi  language  of  inconfiderate 
^  individuals."  (Mr.  Rigby  and  Mr. 
Charles  Jenkinfon.)  Having  very  wifely 
difclaimed  authority,  the  Irifh  Minifler 
fucceeded  by  intreaty.  If  he  had  held  the 
language  there,  which  Englifh  Miniflers 
VOL.  Ill,,  M  held 
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held  to  the  Englifh  Colonies,  the  Parliamenf 
of  that  kingdom  Would  hardly  have  been 
fecrfuaded  to  lend  their  troops  in  order  to 
Jubdue  Ireland  in  America.  The  only 
dependent  part  of  the  empire  which  is  at 
peace,  is  at  peace  by  Miniftry's  dijc/aming^ 
not  by  ^^m/7^  our  right. -^The  only  revenue 
T^^hich  is  obtained,  is  obtained  where  the 
power  of  impofingis  renounced.  Sodifferent^ 
lo  very  diiferent,  is  unfubftantial  theory  from 
ifound  pra(flice  ! 

I  flatter  myfelf  I  have  fhewn,  that  the 
bppofition  to  the  extent  of  parliamentary 
powers  has  not  been  confined  to  America.  I 
liavefhewn,  that  the  denial  in  Ireland  was  of 
a  larger  extent  than  that  in  America  j  and 
therefore  a  denial  of  a  k/s  extent  (confined  to 
the  right  to  tax)  could  be  no  proof  of  a  formed 
defign  of  independency,  on  the  part  of  the 
Colonies,  if  denial  in  a  larger  extent  cannot 
convi<5t  Ireland  of  the  fame  offence.  I  have 
ihewn  that  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  never 
made  any  formal  acknowledgment  of  the 
power  of  this  legiilature  to  bind  that  kingdom; 
that  the  power  of  England  there  arofe  from 
our  not  pufhing  every  point ;  and  that  the 
aftonifhing  obfequioufnef's  of  Ireland  at  thi» 
hour,  is  owing  to  our  not  having  made  ufe  of 
any  one  of  thole  methods  of  averting  authority, 
which  have  been  recommended  and  ufed  in 
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America.  AH  this  forms  at  leaft  a  prefumption 
againft  the  utiHty  of  fuch  methods. 
>  I  hope  indulgence  a  httle  longer  in  this 
humble  plea  to  Lord  Mansfield,  on  the  trial 
of  America,  for  mifprifion  of  independence. 
If  in  the  end  (what  1  will  not  imagine)  the 
Judge  (hould  give  a  harfli  charge,  the  Jury  of 
the  public  may  poflibly  prove  as  refradlory  to 
the  authority  of  JLord  Mansfield,  as  the  Houfe 
of  Peers  has  been  on  a  late  occafion ;  and 
though  he  dire(fls  them  to  convid:,  they  may 
ft  ill  with  fome  remains  of  Englifh  firmnefs, 
bring  in  the  prifoner  Not  Guilty. 

VALENS. 


(by  the  same.) 

Thurfday,  Nov,  2,   1776. 

IT  feems  to  be  in  the  natural  courfe  of 
things,  that  men  are  very  rarely  brought  to  a 
fenfe  of  guilt  or  folly,  but  through  the  medium 
of  fuffering.  We  are  obliged  to  the  Miniftry 
for  having  placed  us  in  this  fchool  of  whole- 
fome  difcipline. 

The  mifcondu(5t  of  the  prefent  war  will  by 
degrees  lead  the  nation  into  a  difpofition  to 
•enquire  into  the  juftice  of  it.  Never  was  ^ 
war  more  open  to  an  impartial  examination  of 
its  merits.  No  Glare  of  falfe  glory  in  the 
execution  of  our  Arnerican  meafures,  has 
Jhiddeu  the  defeats,  or  gilded  over  the  errors 
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of  the  original  plan.  We  have  only  to  pray, 
that  our  inftruftion  may  not  come  too  late  for 
our  amendment. 

I  cannot  eafily  quit  the  opinion,  that 
however  bitterly  we  may  quarrel,  there  is 
ftill  fuch  a  bottom  of  goodnature,  generofity, 
and  good  fenfe,  both  in  the  European  and 
American  part  of  the  Englifh  nation,  as 
will  at  length  incline  the  one  to  hold  out 
unequivocal,  folid,  honejl  terms  of  accom- 
modation, and  induce  the  other  to  meet  thofe 
terms  (though  late  and  ungracious  in  the 
offer)  with  a  cordial  and  dutiful  acquiefcence, 

**  The  Americans  are  at  war,**  (fays  Lord 
Mansfield,  the  great  affertor  of  the  plan  of 
hoftility)  **  they  are  acSlingon  the  offenjive — 
'  *  whether  we  were  right  or  wrong,  we  mufl 
"  proceed-^we  muft  add  violence  to  violence, 
**  rigour  to  rigour — we  are  not  to  difcriminate 
**  the  innocent  from  the  guilty —  if  we  do  not 
•*  kill  them,  they  will  kill  us." 

It  is  really  fingular  that  a  man  in  the  cool 
decline  of  life,  bred  through  the  whole  courfe 
of  it  in  a  profeffion  of  peace,  a  Civil 
Magiftrate,  a  Judge,  covered  to  the  chin 
with  judicial  purple,  and  bloodlefs  unfpotted 
ermins,  fhould  be  diftinguifhed  above  all 
others,  for"  a  character  of  hazard  and  defpe- 
ratenefs  in  his  counfels.  Lord  Mansfield's 
politics  always  ftand  upon  a  precipice.  When 
he  a<5ted  with  others,  in   advifing  the  late 
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Coercive    meafures,  he  alone  was  under  no 
delufion.     His  eyes  were  broad  open  to  the 
confequences.     Knowing  that  thofe  meafures 
led  inevitably  to  Civil  War,  he  ufed  the  fatal 
exprefTion  and  aufpice  of  Czefar,  when  he 
flood  on  the  execrated  brink  of  that  ftream, 
the   cro fling  of  which  brought   ruin  on  his 
country.     He   told  the   Home  of  Lords  in 
plain  words,  that  **  they  had  now  pafled  the 
**  Rubicon ^"^     This  Year  he  exhorts  them  to 
pufhon  that  Civil  War,  in  a  manner  fcarcely 
different    from    the     precedent   of    Csefar's 
fpeech  before  the  battle  of  Pharfalia.     But 
we  are  not  yet  hardened  by  this  inflammatory 
eloquence  into  fuch  black  and  decided  enmity, 
as  to  unfit  us  for  a  temperate  examination  of 
his  caufe  and  arguments,     v*  Kill  them,  or 
*'  they  will  kill  us  ! " — Alas !   my  good  Lord, 
Englilhmen    cannot    chearfully    accept    this 
alternative,  which  you  are  fo  good  to  offer, 
until  we  are  thoroughly  convinced,   that  to 
kill  them  is  not  mortally  to  wound  ourfelves. 
This  military  adage,  **  Kill  them,  or  they 
♦•  will  kill  us,**  is  as  proper  in  the  field  of 
battle,  as  it  is  mifplaced   and   dangerous   in 
council.     When  men  have  the   bayonet    to 
each    other's  breaft,  there    is   no    time    for 
reafoning.     But   men    deliberating   at   their 
eafe,  are  not  in  that  defperate  fituation.    It  is 
not  therefore  neceffary  that  they  fliould  be 
animated  with  thefe  defperate   fentiments. 

The 
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The  bufinefs  of  the  Statefman,  and  that  of 
the  General,  ought  never  to  be  confounded. 
It  is  the  Province  of  the  latter  to  conlider 
only  how  War  is  to  be  madg.  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  former  fonnetimes  to  confider  how  war  is 
to  be  ended.  Reconciliation,  treaty,  nego- 
ciation,  and  cpnceffion  enter  into  the  plan  of 
the  Statefman,  though  riot  in  the  operations 
6f  the  General.  If  Lord  Mansfield *s  feifi4 
tirrt^nts  fhould  prevail  as  maxims  of  policy, 
it  would  follow,  that  when  men,  upon 
\vhatever  grounds,  are  driven  to  draw  theiir 
fwords,  there  muft  be  no  peace  unti}  ont 
party  or  the  other  is  exterminated. 

That  learned  Lord  refts  much  on  th« 
offenjtve  war  undertaken  by  the  American?, 
in  (what  is  called)  the  Invafion  of  Canada. 
Thi€  he  adduces  as  a  proof  of  their  defign  of 
independency.  If  war  had  been  as  much 
Lord  Mansfield*s  ftudy,  as  it  feems  to  be  his 
inclination,  he  riiufl  have  perceived,  that  it 
never  was,  nor  ever  could  be  confined  to 
itriift  defence.  The  very  idea  is  full  of 
abfurdity.  When  war  is  once  begun,  the 
manner  of  condu(5ling  it,  will  be  fuch  as 
bids  the  fairefl  for  fuccefs.  It  concludes 
nothing  concerning  the  original  motive  for 
hostility,  nor  concerning  the  propriety  or 
impropriety  of  making  peace. 

Thefe  Things  fland  upon  grounds  totally 
different;  the  deiire  of  independency,  like 
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every  other  motive  to  war,  mufl  be  judged  o,^ 
by  the  proceedings  to  that  event. 

For  inftance,  I  can  conceive  a  cafe  in 
which  Scotland  might  take  up  arms :  Scotlancl 
might  defend  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  Union, 
even  againft  the  unhmitable  authority  of 
Parliament,  which  that  treaty,  by  "  a  pre- 
**  pofterous  parade  of  civil  arrangements," 
certainly  does  aff^^  to  limit.  I  can  conceive 
in  argument,  that  ads  of  parliament  mi^ht 
pafs  to  exclude  the  fixteen  Peers  of  3cotlan<l 
from  their  feats  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords — or  to, 
alter  the  prefent  happy  eftablifhment  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland^ — or  to  change  her  laws 
for  thofe  of  England — or  on  tli^  plea  of  her 
JAcreafe  pf  trade  and  wealth,  to  raife  the 
proportion  of  theijr  land-tax.  I  can  conceive 
too  the  'pojjibility ^  that  many  Murray s,  many 
Humes,  many  Campbells,  many  Stuarts, 
many  Wedderbumes,  many  DimdalTes,  and 
many  Elliotts,  might  take  up  arms  in  favour 
of  thofe  limitations  of  the  power  of  Par- 
liament, which  the  ad:  of  Union  offers  to 
eilablifh;  and  not  contenting  themfelves 
with  defending  Sterling,  and  blocking  up 
Edinburgh y  they  might  enter  England y  an^. 
lay  (lege  to  Berwick ,  or  penetrate  to  Newcajile. 
But  I  (hould  not  therefore  infer,  that  gyr 
Northern  Kinfmen,  who  thus  took  up  arms, 
were  aiming  at  an  independe7icy ,  which  would 
deprive  fo  many  of  them  9/  tlie  well-earne4 
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emoluments,   which  are  the  confequence  of 
their  connecflion  with  England. 

If  fuch  a  cafe  were  to  happen,  I  venture  to 
afTiire  Lord  Mansfield,  that  I,  and  many 
Englifhmen  of  far  other  confequence,  would 
hear  him  plead  in  favour  of  peace,  and  for 
ihofe  rebels  in  1776,  with  as  much  appro- 
bation, as  we  felt  when  he  pleaded  for  juftice 
againft  other  rebels  in  1746.  If  any  Lord, 
heated  with  fad:ion,  or  intoxicated  with 
Court  favour,  fhould  then  tell  him  in  debate, 
that  Englifhmen  were  not  to  look  at  the  juftice 
of  the  caufe — that  we  muft  not  diftinguifh 
the  innocent  from  the  guilty — that  his  coun- 
trymen had  ad:ed  on  the  offenfive — that  if 
we  did  not  kill  them,  they  would  kill  us  ! — . 
we  might  pardon  fuch  a  Lord  his  prejudice, 
from  our  indulgence  to  his  zeal;  but  we  eould 
never  be  brought  to  approve  of  his  temper, 
or  to  adopt  his  opinions. 

-If  another  Lord,  at  the  expence  of  his 
candour  and  judgment,  fliould  chufe  to 
difpjay  his  knowledge  in  hiftory,  and  re- 
capitulate all  the  ravages  of  the  Scotch  from 
the  earlieft  times  ;  their  natural  adherence  to 
our  natural  enemy,  France;  their  fierce 
ftruggles  for  independency,  notwithftanding 
the  well-proved  rights  of  our  ancient  Kings — 
If.  a  third  (for  fuch  a  load  of  calumny  would 
be  too  great  for  the  fhoiilders  of  any  two 
ordinary  orators)  fhould  carry  down  theftory 
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to  the  prefent  dayj   if  he  fhoiild  flate  the 
de/ign  of  a  feparate  fettlement  of  their  crown 
in  favour  of  the  Pretender,  from  which  their 
Chiefs    were  brought    off    with    fo    much 
difficulty,  and  at  fo  great  an  expence  ;  if  this 
odious  remembrancer  (hould  then  revive  the 
memory  of  the  two  rebelHons  fmce  the  acl  of 
Union,    for   the    purpofe  of  deftroying  that 
union,   all  this  might  found  plaulible  to  fome 
prejudiced  ears  ;   but  I  think  in  well-difpofed 
minds,    it  would  excite  the  flrongeft  indig- 
nation.    I  (hould  rejoice  to  hear  the  thunder 
of    that  eloquence    which    Lord    Mansfield 
would  certainly  hurl  at  the  unfeeling  fophiftry 
of  this  unjuft,    invidious,  and  plaufible  kind 
of  argument  againft  peace.     He.  would  have 
the  hearts  and  applaufes  of  all  true  EngHfh- 
men.     True  EngLlhmen  would  not  fear  that 
Scotland   would    be   made    ungovernable  by 
our  lenity  ;   they  would  readily  truft  to  the 
fraternal  affection  of  our  Scotch  brethren  for  a 
reftoration  of  lafting  peace  ;  and  with  it,  the 
rich  Commerce  of    that  country,    and    the 
fervice  and  fociety  of  thofe  few  of  its  natives, 
who  might  not  think  fit  to  repafs  the  Tweed, 
to  enjoy  at  home  the  fweets  of  that  liberty 
which  their  valour  had   purchafed   for  their 
country. 

In  this  manner  I  (hould  reafon  on  a  Scotch 
rebellion  growing  from  fuch  a  principle, 
I  mean  a  rebellion  ior  preferving  themfelves 
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in  a  flate  of  freedom ;  not  a  rebellion  for  the 
purpofe  of  reducing  themfelves  and  us  to  a 
common  flavery.  I  cannot  avoid  applying 
the  fame  reafonings  to  America.  I  would 
endeavour  to  make  peace  with  both  on  the 
avowed  ground  of  the  war  ,•  and  I  perfuade 
myfelf,  that  whatever  the  language  of  a 
few  North-Britons  about  the  Court,  or 
lexpediing  to  get  about  the  Court,  may  be, 
the  body  of  the  Scotch  nation  think  and 
argue  as  I  do. 

I  have  no  right  to  endeavour  at  difcover,, 
ing  by  divination  the  fecret  motives  of  any 
jnan's  condu(ft;  whilfl  the oftenfible  are  fuch 
as  may  fairly  influence  an  honeft  and  a  rea- 
fonable  man.     To  fupport  in  argument,  tha^ 
independency   was    the   original    obje<5l    of 
American   reliflance,    we   muft  alTume,    or 
prove,  that  they  had  no  colourable  complaint 
or  grievance.     Lord  Mansfield  has  too  mucl^ 
honour  and  good  fenfe  to  aflert,  that  there 
was  nothing  colourable  or  plaufible  in  their 
obje(5lion  to  their  being  taxed,  in  thejr  .cir- 
cumflances  and  fituation^  without  theii  con- 
fent.     The  practice   on  our  fxde  may,  for 
aught  I  know,   be  reconciled   to  principle^, 
of  flrid  formal  law ;  but  we  all  know   it 
can  never   be  reconciled   to  any   principles 
of  liberty.     The  queftion  is  then,   whether 
an  attempt  to  govern  them  contrary  to  the 
principles  of  liberty,  could  be   a  real  caufe 
7  ^^ 
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of  quarrel,  or  was  fo  idje  and  frivolous,  as 
to  oblige  us  to  fearch  for  fome  other  ground 
of  their  conducjl. 

Whatever  the  firft  caufe  was,  or  whatever 
diforders  arofe  from  it,  the  Americans  did 
not  go  to  extremities  upon  that.  It  is  fome 
proof  of  their  not  having  premeditated  a 
fcheme  of  independency,  that  they  waited 
for  .feveral  other  grievances  before  they 
took  up  arms. 

Bofton  loft  its  port,  and  the  Colony  of 
Maflachufett's  Bay  forfeited  its  charter-— 
juftly  fays  Lord  Mansfield,  but  certainly 
without  charge,  evidence  or  hearing.  Men 
confider  the  right  of  being  heard,  as  of  fome 
import  in  juftice;  if  it  be  not.  Lord  Mans- 
field's office  muft  become  a  finecure.  Among 
other  human  frailties,  men  have  a  natural 
love  for  their  local  conftitutions  and  parti- 
cular privileges.  We  mufl  allow  that  (how- 
ever merited)  the  lofs  of  a  favourite  form  * 
of  Government  will  be  confidered  and  felt 
as  a  very  great  hardfhip.  Nations  'have 
thought  an  arbitrary  and  compulfory  change, 
even  of  habits,  to  be  grievous.  A  form  of 
government  changed,  is  a  matter  of  fome- 
what  more  confequence  than  the  compulfory 
deprivation  of  a  flapped  hat  at  Madrid,  or 
being  ftripped  of  the  plaid,  and  forced  into 
breeches  in  the  Highlands. — [The  reader 
need  fcarce  be  told,  that  in  the  year  1766 
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the  attempt  to  oblige  the  Spaniards  by  fore© 
to  leave  off  a  flouched  hat  that  was  in  ufe 
among  them,  created  fuch  ,a  difturbance 
among  the  people  of  Madrid,  as  obliged  the 
King  to  fly  from  his  capital,  and  made  it 
necelTary  for  him  to  fend  his  favourite  out 
of  the  kingdom,  v^^ho  has  never  returned 
fince.  Much  lefs  do  we  fuppofe  it  neceffary 
to  inform  the  reader,  that  the  permiffion  of 
quitting  his  breeches,  and  refuming  his  plaid,- 
is  at  this  moment  held  out  as  a  bribe  to  allure 
the  Highlanders  into  the  new  levies  againft 
America.] 

The  bringing  the  perfons  of  the  Americans 
.  to  trial  in  England,  by  a  revival  and  exten* 
fion  of  a  flatute  of  Henry  the  Vlllth ;  and 
the  fending  them  by  an  original  ad:  of 
George  the  Hid.  to  England,  to  look  for 
juftice  on  any  foldier  or  Cuftom-Houfe 
Officer  who  fhould  commit  murder  on  their 
relation, — thefe  have  alfo  fomething  of  the 
air  of  a  grievance.  I  fhall  fay  nothing  of 
the  Ad:  for  preventing  their  fifhery,  or  of 
that  for  prohibiting  all  intercourfe  between 
Colony  and  Colony, — all  thefe  have  furely 
fo  much  the  air  of  hardfhips  (I  mean  to 
thofe  who  fuffer  under  them)  that  I  fhould 
be  much  lefs  furprifed  to  find  a  people  at 
length  provoked  to  independency  by  fuch 
ads,  than  I  am  to  hear  them  accufed  of 
originally  fcheming   that  independency  bet 
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caufe  they  refifted  them.  Men  are  not 
always  ready  to  humble  themfelves  even 
before  their  Creator,  and  to  acknowledge 
his  punifhments  for  tokens  of  loving-kind- 
nefs.  With  men  they  are  more  inclined  to^ 
difpute ;  and  the  arguments  which  perfedly 
fatisfy  thofe  who  are  in  hafte  to  infliA 
punifhment,  are  not  quite  fo  convincing  to 
^hofe  who  are  to  fuffer  it. 

All  thofe  laws  (which  look  fevere  even  in 
cold  reading)  preceded  the  commencement 
of  hoftilities,  ofFenfive  or  defenfive.  It  is 
not  true,  that  a  defire  of  free  fubjedion  is 
in  nature  the  fame  thing  with  a  fcheme  of 
independence;  and  we  may  fuppofe  men 
earned  to  preferve  privileges,  without  re- 
jecting government. 

The  Colonies,  like  others  who  have 
engaged  in  wars  with  their  Sovereign,  had 
therefore  their  grievance.  But  there  the  like- 
nefs  flops  ;  for  there  are  perhaps  no  inftances 
on  record  of  a  people  in  fuch  a  fituation,  who 
have  perfevered  with  fuch  a  pertinacious 
humility,  in  repeating  their  fupplications 
for  redrefs.  There  are  few  or  no  inftances 
of  men  in  arms  againft  the  ordinary  authority, 
who  have  fo  long  confined  their  applications 
folely  to  their  own  fovereign.  Scarce  any, 
where  they  have  religioufly  avoided  all 
cabal  ling  and  tampering  with  foreign  Powers. 
None  where  they  have  fo  nobly  paid  their 
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debts  to  the  cotnmerce  of  that  power,  witfi 
which  they  were  at  war.  Whatever  power 
•we  have  of  fub lifting  without  them,  or  of 
acSing  againft  them, .  is  owing  in  a  great 
tneafure  to  their  defire  of  avoiding  a  final 
rupture  with  us.  Men  aiming  at  indepen- 
dency could  never  have  ad:ed  in  this  manner. 
Why,  in  common  fenfe,  (hould  we  be 
more  irritated  againft  the  Colon ift  than 
againft  other  nations  ?  or  why  fhould  we  ufe 
other  rules  to  prevent  pacification,  than  we 
ufe  towards  a  foreign  power  ?  I  fhould  be 
glad  to  know  whether  this  mode  of  reafoning 
concerning  old  delinquency,  or  modern  ill 
defign,  was  adopted  at  the  late  treaty  of 
Paris?  Did  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford's 
inftru<5tions  oblige  him  to  a  difcufTion  of 
the  motives  of  France  and  Spain  for  half  a 
century  back  ?  I  don't  find  that  our  Court 
has  received  any  fatisfacHiion  on  that  head. 
If  the  zeal  and  induftry  of  Sir  John 
Dalrymple,  or  Mr.  Macpherfon  have  made 
any  difcovery  in  this  curious  mode  of  nego- 
ciation,  they  will  favour  the  world  with 
a  new  quarto  volume  for  the  information  o£ 
future  ftatefmen.  In  the  mean  time,  I  muft 
think,  that  I  do  juftice  to  the  hte  Duke  of 
Bedford  (a  man  of  fenfe,  and  a  good  pradlicaJ 
man  of  bufinefs)  in  fuppofing  that  he  troubled 
himfelf  with  no  idle  enquiries  that  could 
obftrud  the  work  of  pacification.     I  do  not 
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hear  that  Lord  Mansfield  has  ever  accufed 
that  Duke  of  a  negle(ft  of  duty. 

But  we  muft  not  treat  with  Rebels  I 
What  hiftory  is  it  that  fupplies  us  with 
this  maxim?  Lord  Mansfield  will  allow, 
that  the  war  againft  Charles  the  Firft  was 
a  rebellion;  Lord  Clarendon,  I  believe,  fliles 
it  by  pre-eminence  the  great  rebellion^— — > 
does  the  hiflory  of  that  time  fupply  us  with 
tio  treaty  between  Charles  the  Firft  and  the 
people  in  arms  againft  him?  Go  to  earlier 
times.  How  was  the  conteft  between 
Stephen  and  Henry?  Stephen  was  con- 
fidered  as  an  ufurper,  and  perhaps  he  was 
fo.  He  treated  Henry's  partizans  as  rebels  ; 
but  thefe  harfli  names  of  Rebel  and  Ufurper 
never  prevented  negociation.  Treaty  and 
battle  went  on,  as  it  were,  hand  in  hand.; 
and  at  laft  the  conteft  ended  in  a  compromife. 

The  (hort  and  violent  rebellion  of  Wat 
Tyler,  (hort  as  it  was,  yet  afforded  time 
for  treating,  and  that  too  by  the  King  in 
perfon.  Does  the  Scotch  hiftory  fupply  no 
inftances  of  treaties  between  the  rebellious 
Lords  and  their  Kings?  All  hiftories  are 
full  of  them.  Government  often  finds  it 
fafer  to  treat  with  her  fubjedts,  and  to 
yield  too,  than  to  rifk  the  uncertain  event 
of  arms. 

But  in  all  wars  foreign  or  civil,  in  all 
difputes  public  or  private,  it  is  utterly  im- 

poftible 
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poflible  to  terminate  a  controverfy  while  dtik, 
of  the  litigant  parties  chufes  to  affume  ± 
fort  of  fupernatural  talent  of  difco vexing 
the  motives  of  men's  a<ftions ;  and  loftily 
tells  his  adverfary,  **  I  don't  value  yout 
•*  offers  and  profeflions.  I  know  you  mean 
**  what  you  don't  fay ;  and  I  will  not  treat 
**  with  you  on  the  avowed  and  apparent 
«*  caufe  of  the  quarrel,  until  my  curiolity  is 
•*  fatisfied  upon  the  ground  of  a  fufpicion 
**  which  I  am  refolved  to  entertain."  I  am 
perfuaded  that  this  learned  Lord  would  not 
argue  fo  ineonclufively,  or  wafte  his  breath 
upon  a  point  not  in  ifTue,  if  th^  real  objecft 
of  Miniftry  was  to  terminate  the  difpute. 
What  his  Lordfhip's  objedt  is,  I  who  take 
the  liberty  of  complaining  of  his  ,  faculty  of 
divination,  and  who  am,  by  no  means,  pro- 
vided with  the  endlefs  line  of  his  fagacity 
in  fathoming  the  motives  of  men,  do  not 
at  all  know, — and  certainly  dare  not  guefs. 
But  the  effed:  of  the  condud:  of  his  friends 
in  pertinacioufly  continuing  and  weakly 
conducting  a  war  without  an  objedl,  will 
inevitably  operate  to  the  difmemberment 
of  the  Britifh  Empire, 

VALENS. 
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ExtraEi  from  a  Letter  to  the  Secretaries  of 
State,  on  the  Seizure  of  Papers.  Dated 
May  19,   1763. 

X  SHALL  take  the  liberty  of  offering  my; 
thoughts  upon  that  great  article  of  seizing 
Papers,  which,  I  own,  flrikes  me  in  a 
very  ftrong  light. 

Bail  will  deliver  every  man  from  impri- 
fonment  before  convidiion,  for  any  offence, 
not  capital.  An  illegal  commitment  may' 
be  corre<5ted  by  the  fummary  interpofition 
of  the  king's  courts ;  and  even  perfonal 
reftraint,  at  the  worft,  can  only  to  any 
great  degree  affecft  the  fingle  perfon  who 
fuffers  it.  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  a  Habeas 
Corpus  to  redeem  papers  from  captivity. 
Commiffions  of  gaol  delivery  do  not  extend 
to  them,  nor  can  they  petition  for  trial,  in 
order  to  force  their  liberty.  It  is  not  He 
only  whofe  papers  are  feized  who  is  diflreffed 
by  it,  but  every  perfon  in  the  leaft  connecfled 
^Vith  him,  may  by  the  mod  accidental  cir- 
cumftances  imaginable  be  involved  in  the 
confequences .  Thefe  go  to  the  friend  and 
the  friend's  friend,  and,  in  fhort,  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  fay  what  may  be  the  extent  of 
their  influence. 

I  doubt  not  but  there  is  forae  legal  method 
V©L.  III.  N  of 
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of  recovering  papers,  as  well  as  any  other 
go(3tds,  which  are  unlawfully  detained  from 
the  right  owner;  but  I  am  fure  the  remedy 
muft,  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  be  very 
inefFe(5luaI,  if  it  was  lefs  tedious  and  trouble- 
fome,  than  I  dare  fay  it  is,  as  well  as  all 
other  proceedings  at  law.  The  mifchief 
and  damages  occafioned  by  the  feizure  of 
papers  mufi:  in  every  cafe  be  very  great,  in 
many  infinite,  and  irreparable;  fuch  as  no? 
confideration,  no  reftitution  can  compenfate, 
no  fatisfadtion  indemnify. 

Papers  relate  to  the  affairs  of  bufinefs 
and  property;  the  advantages,  title,  and 
fecurity  of  which  depend  upon  them  ;  but 
that  is  not  all.  Every  man,  who  has  papers , 
has  his  fecret  and  confidential  correfpon- 
dences  ;  his  private  ftudies,  refearches,  and 
purfuits,  whether  of  profit,  entertainment, 
or  improvement.  His  papers^  contain  all 
thefe.  The  merchant  has  his  fecrets  of 
trade ;  the  philofopher  his  difcoveries  in 
fcience.  Every  accurate  man  has  the  im- 
penetrable fecret  of  his  circumftances ;  the 
flate  of  his  affairs.  Many  have  their  Wi  l  ls, 
fettlements,  and  difpofitions  of  their  eflates, 
fealed  up  in  filence,  not  to  be  broke,  but 
with  their  own  heart-ftrings.  Thefe  are 
to  be  found  among  their  papers,  A  man's 
riches  may  be  there  in  things  known  to 
none   but   himfelf;    and  his   poverty   may 

from 
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from  thence  only  appear,  the  unfeafonable 
^ifcovery  of  which  may  involve  him  in 
irreparable  ruin.  Papers  are  the  depofitories 
of  our  fortune;  the  truftees  of  our  credit, 
charader,  and  repuation ;  the  fecretaries  of 
our  pleafures.  They  are  our  clofeft  confi- 
dents; the  moft  intimate  companions  of 
our  bofom  j  and,  next  to  the  recefles  of  our 
own  breafls,  they  are  the  moft  hidden  repo- 
fitory  we  can  have.  Our  honour  and  fame> 
our  eftates,  our  amufements,  our  enjoyments, 
our  friendships,  are^  and  even  our  vices  may 
key  there :  things  that  men  truft  none  with* 
but  themfelves ;  things  upon  which  the 
peace  and  quiet  of  families,  the  love  and 
union  of  relations,  the  prefervation  and  value 
of  friends,  depend.  Secrets  that  may  coft 
a  man  his  life ;  fecrets  (of  which  there  are 
many)  that  tho*  they  can  neither  affecft  life 
nor  liberty,  yet  fome  men  would  rather  die 
than  have  discovered  ;  the  revealing  of  which 
may  render  life  infupportable,  may  diftblve 
every  tie  of  nature,  loofen  every  bond  of 
fociety,  and  put  an  utter  end  to  the  comfort 
of  exiftence. 

It  is  for  thefe  reafons,  that  wife  men  not 
only  keep  their  papers  with  the  greateft 
care,  but  at  convenient  feafons  purge  their 
repolitories,  and  deftroy  thofe  that  ought  not 
to  be  preferved,  after  the  immediate  purpofes 
9f  them  are  anfwered.     They  have  above  all, 

K  2  a  fpeqial 
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a  fpecial  care  into  whofe  hands  their  fecrel 
papers  (hall  come,  after  they  are  dead  :  a 
precaution  that  every  man  owes  not  only  to 
himfelf,  but  to  his  family  and  friends,  perhaps 
to  his  country. 

But  what  need  is  there  to  enlarge  upon 
fuch  a  topick  ?    Every  man*s  own  mind  will 
reprefent  the  thing  to  him  in  a  ftronger  light, 
thgn   any  language   can  convey.      Let    any 
perfon,  the   moft  private  and  the  leafl  em- 
ployed, or  concerned,  in  bufinefs,  fludy,  or 
correfpondence,  paufe  only  a  moment,  and 
conlider  if   he   would    choofe   to    have   his 
clofet  ranfacke'd,  his  moft  private  repofitofies 
rifted,  his  papers  carried  he  knows  not  where, 
and  expofed  to  he  knows  not  whom.     Let 
him  likewife  refled:,  that  in  this  matter  every 
man  is  dependent  upon  another,  in  a  fingular, 
but  unavoidable  manner,  to  an  unfpeakable, 
but  inextricable  degree ;  and  that  every  perfon 
may  in  a  great  meafure,  or  to  an  equal  efFecft, 
fuffer  the  fame  inconveniencies  from  the  mis-^ 
fortunes  happening  to  his  friend,  as  if  it  had 
befallen  himfelf:  fo  that  in  proportion  to  the 
extent  of  a  man^s  conncjdtions,    and  corref^ 
pondence,  is  he   expofed  to   this  hardfhip, 
and  to  all  the  mifchievous  confequences  of  it: 
:.  The  moft  fuperficial   thought  upon  thefe 
things  willfuperfede  the  ufeof  any  argument 
to  convince  mankind  of  the  important  mifchiefs 
-attendant  on  a  Seizure  of  Papers,  or  to 
,    .  fatisfy 
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fatisfy  them,  that  perfonal  liberty  itfelf  is 
not  an  objedl  of  greater  concern  than  the 
fecurity  of  repofitories  is  tq  moil  men. 

Is  it  not  then  abundantly  provided  for  ?  It 
js  to  be  hoped,  that  it  is  by  the  la\y  of  the 
land ;  but  it  would  feem  the  prefent  pra(ftice 
of  the  Secretaries  of  State's  Office  pays  no 
regard  at  all  to  it  ;  if  what  has  been  publifhed 
to  all  the  world  be  true.  It  has  not  been 
contradiifled ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  ac- 
knowledged. 

The  Parliament,  to  make  private  correfr 
pondcnce  facred,  has  enaded  that  a  fingle 
letter  fhall  not  under  the  higheft  penalties  be 
opened  at  the  Poft-office,  without  an  exprefs 
warrant  in  writing  from  a  Secretary  of  State, 
in  whom  that  particular  power  is  lodged,  as 
pne  of  the  firfl  Minifters  of  Government-. 
What  (hall  we  fay  then,  when  we  hear  that 
a  perfon  (it  is  of  very  little  confequence  who, 
but  it  does  not  lefTen  the  importance  of  the 
conlideration,  that  he  is  a  Member  of* 
Parliament)  has  had  all  his  Papers 
SEIZED,  without  information  upon  Oath, 
by  virtue  of  a  verbal  Order  of  a 
Secretary  of  State,  whofe  powers  as  a 
Magiftrate  (in  which  character  only  he  adls 
^n  this  inftance)  are  no  higher  it  feems,  than 
thofe  of  a  Juflice  of  Peace  :  an  Or  d  e  r  which 
the  Secretary  of  State  commanded  to  be 
carried  into  execution  at  Midnight,  thougli 
the.  mcflenger  had  either  too  much  humanity 

or 
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or  too  little  confidence  in  his  authority,  to  ohey 
that  part  of  the  order ;  or  perhaps  had  a 
greater  vakie  for  his  hfe,  than  to  expofe  it  in 
ib  mad  an  exploit,  as  a  midnight  entry  into 
a  man's  houfe  without  fo  much  as  tht 
jpretence  of  a  warrant  naming  the  owner. 

The  Papers  have  been  carried  to  the 
Secretary  of  State/s  Office  ;  and  there  (as 
your  own  letters  intimate)  they  have  been 
thoroughly  examined.  The  news  papers 
have  already  publifhed  fome  of  the  privacies 
contained  in  them.  Is  this  Law?  Is  it 
Liberty?  Is  it  GovERNiMENT  ?  Or  is 
it  Tyranny  and  Oppression?  If  it  is 
Law,  where  is  Liberty?  If  it  is  not 
Law,  where  is  the  Voice  of  Liberty  ? 

But  can  thiere  be  such  Law,  in  thi^ 
FREE  Country?  One  cannot  furely  read  it 
inthe  Constitution;  and  if  it  is  in  th^ 
ilatute  book,  or  in  the  record  of  any  court  in 
the  kingdom,  it  ought  not  to  remain  a  moment 
longer  capable  of  being  quoted  to  difgrace  the 
BEST  form  of  Government,  and  difquiet 
the  FREEST  People.  No  Englifhman  till  he 
fees  it  read  or  is  informed  of  it,  can  believe 
that  there  is  fuch  a  law  in  this  Land  of 
Liberty.  Slavery  itfdf  could  hardly 
endure  it.  It  mufl  be  the  HEAViEst" 
Bondage,  even  where  there  is  no  Freedom. 

To  explain   the   mifchievous   nature  and 

•pppreffive  tendency  of  fuch  a  law,  if  there 

■  '■        n  were 


APPENDIX.  xSj 

•were  any  fuch,  is  pail  the  power  of  words. 
To  exaggerate  the  enormity  of  fuch  pro- 
ceedings, would  be  to  infiilt  the  loweft 
imderftanding  in  this  country,  where  the 
Genius  of  LibePvTY  reigns.  Such  acts 
are -little  fhort  of  Sacrilege. 

We  are  however  told  by  one  Perfon  in 
your  office  that  every  flep  was  taken  by  the 
attorney  z-nAJoIicitor general's  advice .  Th  a  t 
cannot  be  ;  for  the  moft  ignorant  conftable 
in  Weftminfter  could  have  inftnadied  your 
Lordfliips  that  a  Verbal  Order  was  a 
warrant  for  nothing  ;  and  it  is  incon- 
ceiveable  how  you  yourfelves  could  have 
thought  otherwife.  Another  champion  of 
power,  who  calls  himfelf  a  moderate  Whig^ 
vindicates  the  whole  proceeding  by  faying 
with  a  perfpicuity  peculiar  to  his  own  ftile, 
**  The  length  of  time  and  feveral  precedents 
•*  may  not  conftitute  anacftftridlly  legal,  which 
•*  may  not  be  literally  fo,  (thefe  are  his  cmm 
**  unintelligible  words ^J  yet  it  will  acquit  thofe 
**  who  ad:  conformable  to  precedents  before 
**  uncontroverted,  and  believed  to  be  legal, 
**  from  any  defignof  adling  illegally,  in  the 
**  opinion  of  every  honeft  man.*' 

'How  there  can  be  a  precedent,  unlefs  in 
unauthentick  memory,  for  a  verbal  order ^  is 
not  fo  eafy  to  be  underftood.  This  inftance 
will  make  none  ;  for  no  body  doubts  of  the 
illegality   of    it.      The    precedents    of    the 

fecretary 
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fecretary  of  ftate's  ofEce   however,  if  there 
was  a  cart  load  of  them,  are  of  no  authority.. 
If  they  have  never  been  controverted,   then 
it  only  appears  that  they  have  not  yet  been 
judicially  difputed.       Hitherto,  it  is   to  be 
feared,  it  has  been  too  much  fragili  qiicerens 
illidere  ,dentem^  now  it  may  be  found  to  be 
offetidet  fohdo.       The    regifter   of   Sir  John 
Fielding's   warrants  deferves   to  carry  more 
weight  with  it  than  the  book  of  the  fecretary 
of  ilate's  office.     If  that  was   fent  to  your 
office  for  a  copy  book,  your  Lordfliips,  or 
at  leaft  your  fucceffors,    would  not  hereafter 
caufe  any  perfon   to  be  apprehended  by  a 
Warrant   that  names  no  boby;  which 
of  itfelf  is  an  offence   for  which   a   Chief 
Juftice  in  a  former  reign  has  been  impeached. 

This  ridiculous  talk  of  precedents  is 
fhockins:  to  the  firft  idea  of  a  free  Go- 
VERNMENT.  They  ought  not  to  be  once 
mentioned.  They  muft  at  the  name  of 
.Liberty  (hrink  back  into  the  gloomy 
caverns  of  tyranny,  where  fuch  vulcanian 
thunder-bolts  only  could  be  forged  ;  as 
fpecStres  retreat  to  their  difmal  fhades  at  the 
words  of  a  true  exorcifm. 

There  is  indeed  hardly  any  thing  fo  wicked, 
or  unconftitutional,  but  a  precedent  may  be* 
; found    for    it, .  if   the   records   of   the    ilar 
chamber,  or  the  memorials  of  tyranny,  are 
.reforted  to  as  authorities.     The  great  Al- 
gernon 
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GERNON  Sydney,  whofe  valuable  blood 
prepared  the  foil  for  receiving  the  feeds  of  the 
GLORIOUS  Revolution,  was  executed  for 
high  treafon  ;  and  the  overt  ad:  for  which  he 
died  on  a  profane  fcaffold,  was  that  precious 
Manuscript  found  in  his  clofet,  which 
never  had  been  publifhed,  and  was  not 
completed ;  the  hand  writing  of  which  was 
not  proved,  a  fiftieth  part  of  it  not  produced, 
nor  even  the  tenth  part  of  that  allowed  to  be 
read  at  the  trial. 

But  ///  whofe  reigfi  was  this  cruel  tragedy 
a(fl:ed  ?  In  the  bloody  reign  of  a  Stuarty 
Charles  the  Second,  an  unhappy  prince,  who 
facrificed  the  lives  of  the  very  people  who 
called  him  from  exile,  to  the  fury  of  his 
defpotifm,  and  who  fold  the  honour  of  his 
crown  for  a  penfion  to  fupport  his  infamous 

pleafures." Who     condemned    the   noble 

Martyr  of  liberty  ?  That  arch  traitor  of 
his  country,  the  moft  infamous  inftrument 
of  regal  tyranny,  and  a  very  butcl.er  of  his 
own  fpecies.  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Jeffries 
of  rotten  Memory. 

Look  to  the  reigns  ofa  glorious  William, 
who  nobly  refcued  and  happily  reftored,  and 
of  the  illustrious  Georges,  who  to 
their  immortal  honour,  have  built  up,  this 
invaluable  Constitution;  Princes 
who  have  read  the  value  of'  English 
Liberty  in  the  luftre  of  the  Crown  which 

IT 
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IT  placed  upon  their  heads  ;  Prin€E5^  who 
have  eflablifhed  the  fecurity  of  the  Pro- 
testant SUCCESSION  in  their  own  auguft 
family  upon  the  fame  bafis  with  the  enviep 
Freedom  of  THESE  Nations;  the  pillars 
of  which  are  not  to  be  fhaken. 

From  thefe  reigns  can  there  be  produced  a 
a  precedent  of  legal  authority  for  fuch  a 
Seizure  of  Papers  as  has  happened  lately? 
Do  their  days  fo  much  as  furnifli  an  allowed 
example  of  the  facTt  to  the  fame  extent  ?  It 
may  be  doubted  if  in  the  very  worft  of  times, 
when  arbitrary  principles  were  riiing  to  th^ 
top  of  the  precipice,  from  which  at  lafl 
tyranny  fell  head-long  with  its  own  weight, 
fuch  things  were  avowedly  prad:ifed  under 
thejljew  of  authority;  whatever  mere  power  ^ 
or  rather  force,  as  irregular  in  its  ad:s,  as 
unconftitutional  in  its  foundation,  might 
perhaps  do. 

But  what  was  the  pretence  of  this  late 
violation  of  rights  fo  facred  in  their  nature, 
this  invafion  of  property,  in  a  critical  point, 
which  comprehends  every  valuable  intereft  a 
man  can  have  ?  A  perfon  is  fufpedted  of  being 
the  author  of  a  printed  paper,  which,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  was  a 
feditious  libel,  and  the  proof  of  the  fa(fi:  is  to 
be  fifted  out  of  his  own  papers  :  for  your 
Lordfhips  have  faid  in  your  letter,  which  is 
publifhed,   that  fuch  of  the  papers  feized,  ars 

tend 
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tend  to  make  out  the  guilt  of  the  owner  are 
to  be  kept,   and  ufed  for  that  purpofe. 

The  reafon  is  moft  inadequate,  and  muft 
appear  fo  to  every  man,  who  is  not  beat  out 
of  his  fenfes  by  the  jargon  of  lawyers,  or 
confounded  in  his  own  ideas  with  the  quibbles 
of  legal  nonfenfe. 

If  there  is  a  circumftance  that  can  aggravate 
the  injury,  which  is  in  itfelf  too  great  almoft 
to  be  conceived,  it  is  this  ufe  that  is  to  be 
made  of  the  papers  ;  and  nothing  can  fo 
much  add  to  the  Alarm  which  the  pradlice 
of  Seizing  of  Papers  muft  give  to  every 
man. 

When  a  perfon  is  brought  upon  his  trial 
for  any  offence,  he  is  not  bound,  nor  will 
any  Court  fuffer  him  to  give  evidence  againft 
himfelf ;  but  by  this  method,  if  allowed, 
though  a  man's  tongue  is  not  permitted  to 
bear  teftimony  againft  him,  his  thoughts  are 
to  rife  in  judgment,  and  to  be  produced,  as 
witnefles  to  prove  the  charge.  A  man's 
Writings  lying  in  his  clofet,  not  pub- 
lished, are  no  more  than  his  thoughts, 
hardly  brought  forth  even  in  his  own  account, 
and,  to  all  the  reft  of  the  world,  the  fame  as 
if  they  yet  remained  in  embrio  in  his  breaft. 
When  ALL  a  man's  Papers  are  feized,  he 
is  at  the  mercy  of  his  profecutors.  Some  may 
be  ufed  to  prove  a  charge,  when  others, 
which  2iXQfuppreJfcd^  would  clearly  exculpate 

him 
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him  of  guilt.  It  was  thus  in  the  infamous 
proceedings  which  robbed  that  hero  of 
patriotifm,  the  great  Sydney,  of  his  hfe. 
Scraps  of  an  ufjfini/hcd  mamifcript  were  the 
evidences  upon  which  he  was  condemned, 
when  the  refl  of  that  very  writing  was  not 
produced. 

The  rack  itfelf  is  hardly  a  more  inhuman 
mode  of  accufation,  or  tyrannical  method  of 
proof.  Both  are  equally  againft  the  firft  laws 
of  nature  ;  and  nothing  can  be  more  unlike 
the  benign  fpirit  of  our  happy  conftitution. 

In  cafes  of  treafon  papers  are  feized, 
though  even  then  it  is  always  done  with 
much  circumfpedtion,  and  under  many 
,refl:ri(ftions  as  to  the  ufe  to  be  made  of  them"; 
but  that  proceeds  upon  a  quite  different 
principle,  a  principle  of  fenfe  and  reafon. 

Treafon,  in  the  general  nature  of  it,  muil 
be  the  crime  of  many.  It  implies  plots  and 
confpiracies,  which  are  carrying  on  by 
correfpondence,  and  are  to  be  difcovered  by 
papers.  The  fafety  of  the  State,  which  is 
fuperior  to  every  other  confideration,  makes 
it  neceflary,  to  ufe  all  poffible  means  to 
iinmafkthe  machinations  of  treafon^  that  the 
dreadful  effecfts  may  be  prevented.  Papers 
therefore  may  be  feized,  and  letters  inter- 
cepted, as  arms,  ammunition,  and  other 
warlike  ftores  may  befecured,  that  the  finews 
of  rebellion  may  be  cut^     This  is  the  fole 

reafon. 


feafon,  and  end  of  feizing  papers^  in  a 
treafonable  cafe,  although  they  may  after- 
wards be  ufed  as  proofs  of  fiich  overt  a£ls  of 
treafon  as  they  are  conneded  with,  or  bear 
relation  to,  fo  as  to  make  them  be  confidered 
as  a  part  of  the  prolecution  of  the  fam^ 
treafonabk  purpofes  ;  yet  furely  it  cannot  be 
law  even  in  cafes  of  treafon^  nor  (we  hope) 
ever  was  law,  with  any  but  fuch  a  judge  as 
Lord  Chief  Juftice  "Jeffries^  that /)^/)frj"  found 
in  a  man's  clofet,  not  publified,  and  uncon- 
necfled  with  any  thing  but  themfelves,  can 
conftitute  a  crime,  or  be  brought  as  a  proof  of 
guilt. 

What  does  however  hold  in  treafon^  will 
not  take  place  in  other  cafes.  There  is  a 
certain  neceffary  rigour  and  feverity  in  the 
laws  of  treafon^  which  would  be  cruelty,  if 
extended  to  other  crimes.  Many  things  are 
allovveiflilin  the  cafe  of  treafon,  that,  if  applied 
to  other  matters,  would  be  more  mifchievous 
in  their  confequences  than  the  things  they  \ 
were  intended  to  prevent. 

It  is  treafon  to  compafs  or  imagine  (as  it 
is  called)  or,  in  plain  Englilh,  to  contrive 
or  intend  the  death  of  the  King,  if  it  can  be 
proved  by  any  overt  adl ;  and  it  could  be 
no  more  than  treafon  actually  to  put  the 
fovereign  to  death.  It  is  not  however 
murder,  ;//  foro  humano^  to  intend,  or  evea 
to  attempt  to  kill  another  man.  There  is 
6  therefore 


X^  Appendix, 

therefore  no  example  to  be  drawn  from 
what  iS  or  may  he  done  in  cafes  of  treafo?t, 
to  any  other  cafe ;  and  none  can  be  more 
linfimilar  to  it  than  that  of  libels. 

Publication  is  elTential  to  a  libel,  and  the 
criminality  is  intrinfic  in  itfelf.  The  offence, 
and  the  effe(fls  of  it,  both  fland  upon  the 
libel  alone,  unconne(5led  with  any  other 
thing  whatfoever.  There  is  not  therefore 
the  leaft  colour  of  danger,  or  necelflity,  to 
plead  for  breaking  through  any  right,  or  any 
privilege  of  the  fubjed:,  for  the  fake  of 
difcovery  or  prevention,  in  fuch  a  cafe; 
much  lefs  to  trample  upon  thofe  rights  that 
are  the  moil  facred  and  inviolable,  and  the 
confequences  of  injuring  them  pernicious 
beyond  expreffion.  The  evil  is  great ;  the 
mifchief  apparent.  The  utility  and  good  is 
nothmg,  or  fo  inconiiderable,  as  to  be  no 
object  at  all. 

*  To  the  mercy  of  any  government  even 
convicftslnay  have  feme  claim  j  the  benignity 
-of  ours,  guilt  itfelf  cannot  forfeit.  Its 
fuavity,  and  mildnefs,  in  profecutions  and 
trials,  can  be  denied,  or  interrupted  to  none. 
Sufpicion,  or  accufation,  do  not  annul  the 
rights  of  innocence;  nor  rob  the  fubjed:, 
either  of  the  protection,  or  favour  of  the 
laws.  The  lenity  of  juftice  is,  in  England, 
its  dignity.  Fair  trials,  and  gentle  profecu- 
tions, are  the  peculiar  glory  of  this  country ; 
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and  no  man  fhould  be  deprived  of  any 
benefit,  or  advantage,  his  own  filence,  or 
the  fecrecy  of  papers  not  publijhed^  can  afford 
to  protect  him  againft  convidlion.  As  he 
can  keep  his  mouth  fhut,  fo  his  privacies 
ought  to  be  facred,  and  his  repoiitories 
♦  fecure. 

But  if  the  partitions  of  a  man's  clofet, 
(which  is  but  another  bofom,)  are  to  be 
wantonly  broke  down,  on  every  flight 
pretence,  or  trivial  occafion,  and  what  lies 
there  locked  up  in  fecrecy,  things  that  the 
world  never  faw,  and  no  man  has  a  right 
to  look  upon,  .are  to  be  expofed  at  the 
humour  or  malice  of  every,  perhaps  trading, 
juftice  of  peace,  (for  fo  far  it  goes,)  let  the 
moft  partial  determine  what  mufl  be  the 
confequenocs.  There  is  ah  end  of  liberty, 
an  end  of  confidence  amongft  mankind.  A 
feverelfeftraint  is  laid  upon  friendlliip  and 
correfpondence,  and  even  upon  the  freedom 
of  thought.  In  fliort,  a  fatal  blow  is 
given  to  the  moft  precious  and  valuable  rights 
of  mankind;  to  the  faireft  privileges  of 
fociety.  The  thing  is  big  with  mifchiefs 
innumerable,  and  inconceivable ;  the  lead 
of  them  not  to  be  laid  in  the  balance  with 
all  the  danger  of  any  libel  the  moft  feditious 
that  can  be  publiflied,  or  \vith  any  thing 
lefs  than  high  treafon  itfelf,  which  does,, 
and   juftly   ought   to    overcome    all    rights 

what- 
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wliatfoever  of  any  individual,  be  the  con- 
fequences  what  they  may.  If  care  is  taken 
in  that  cafe,  that  no  harm  be  done  which 
can  pofTibly  be  avoided,  nor  any  unnecelTary 
hardfliips  inflicted,  it  is  all  that  can  be 
expected,  and  as  much  as  ought  to  be 
required. 

Precedents  of  feizing  the  papers  of  printers, 
arid  publifllers,  are  comparatively  fcarce 
worthy  having  any  notice  taken  of  them  in 
a  juft  and  accurate  confideration  of  this 
fubjed:.  The  papers  and  repofitories  of 
every  private  perfon  ftand  upon  a  very 
different  footing.  If  amongft  t^efe  any  dif- 
tindion  can  be  made,  it'  is  due  to-^the  cafe 
of  Members  of  Parliament,  for  the 
fake  of  their  Trust,  and  of  the  interefl 
their  conftituents  have  in  their  freedom, 
fecurity,  and  independency.  On  thefe  all 
our  valuable  rights  depend;  and  they^^pannot 
be  expofed  to  a  greater  or  more  dangerous 
Infringement  than  an  undue  Seizure 
OF  Papers.  It  has  always,  for  this  reafon, 
been  the  great  object  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  to  protect  the  Members  of  Par- 
liament from  fuch  illegal  invafions. 

The  public  may,  perhaps,  be  thought 
to  have  fome  more  powder  over  thofe,  who 
are  a  fort  of  fervants  of  the  public  than 
over  private  perfons;  and  profelTed  pub- 
lifliers  (in  the  cafe   of  publications)  are  a- 

fort 
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ibrt  of  public  perfons.  Their  fliops  and 
offices,  therefore,  are  in  fome  fenfe,  and  to 
a  limited  degree,  the  houfes  of  the  public. 

Thefe  kind  of  people,  however,  all  the 
world  knows,  are  foon  frightened,  and  inti- 
midation fpeedily  checks  them.  Minifters 
know  it  j  and  therefore  they  ufe  it  without 
fcruple,  and  without  mercy,  when  they  think 
fit.  How  far  that  is  confident  with  the 
Liberty  of  the  Press,  or  for  the  advan- 
tage of  the  public,  is  another  queftion. 
.  The  authority  of  a  fecretary  of  Hate,  even 
a  hint  from  the  office,  and  much  more 
apprehenfions,  examinations,  and  menaces, 
will  foon  conquer  thefe  poor  men's  ideas  of 
liberty,  and  make  them  fond  to  redeem 
themfelves.  They  are  very  ready  to  purchafe 
exemption  from  a  hard,  expenfive,  and  dan- 
gerous profecution,  dired:ed  by  power  and 
carrie4,-  on  from  the  public  purfe,  at  the 
expence  of  fubmitting  to  acfls  illegal,  and 
oppreffive,  for  which  a  court  of  law,  and 
an  Englilh  jury,  would  give  ample  redrefs 
and  fatisfadtion.  No  ftrefs  whatever  can 
therefore  be  laid  on  fuch  inftances,  if  any 
can  be  cited;  but,  at  any  rate,  precedents 
oifuot  are  not  at  all,  or  in  any  cafe,  to  be 
regarded.  Legal  Precedents  are  thofe 
whofc  authority  {lands  upon  trial,  and  judicial 
decifions  of  courts  of  law,  in  Times  of 
Liberty,  aad  Justice. 

VOL.  in.  O  If 
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If  there  have  been  any  examples  of 
Aindue  fcizure  of  papers,  fo  far  from  being 
precedents  to  jujlify,  or  even  to  excufe  the 
pradtice,  they  afford  the  ftrongeft  reafon 
in  the  world  for  giving  a  timely  and  effec- 
tual check  to  it ;  that  it  may  no  longer 
continue  to  be  the  grief  and  burthen  of  the 
fubjecfl. 

Precedents  which  have  ihejhew  of  autho- 
rity, from  the  fancftion  of  courts,  though 
of  arbitrary  and  unjuft  judges,  in  times  too 
6f  tyranny  and  oppreffion,  can  only  be 
mentioned  to  be  (corned,  and  inveighed 
,againll:,  in  days  of  Liberty  and  Justice^ 
or  to  be  fet  up  as  beacons  to  warn  againfl 
the  fhip wrecks,  which  the  rocks  and  quick- 
fands  of  arbitrary  power  have  occafioned, 
\n  former  ages. 

-  But  in  the  halcyon  days  of  Liberty^ 
when  Justice  is  adminiftered  with  Purity, 
care  will  be  had  to  avoid  precedents  of 
feeming  authority,  to  give  to  proceedings 
that  are  arbitrary,  and  oppreffive,  the  appear- 
ance t)f  being  legal.  It  is  the  more  neceffary 
to  tip  it,  becaufe  precedents  of  fuch  times 
will  have  weight  from  the  character  of  the 
times.  Bad  and  illegal  precedents  of  fadf 
cannot  be  too  foon,  nor  too  feverely  corre(!:i:ed  > 
not  only  for  the  honour  of  the  government^ 
and  the  prefent  fecurity  of  the  fubjed:,  but 
.that  they  may  not   remain  to  be  quoted  ia 
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fucceeding,  and  in  worfe  times,  if  fuch 
fhall  ever  be  the  curfe  of  this  country, 
except  as  authorities  cigainfi  any  attempt 
to  imitate  the  practices  formerly  condemned, 
and  effedlually  to  prevent  their  being  re- 
newed or  repeated. 

Every  true  Friend  of  Liberty 
therefore  vi^ill  anxioufly  defire  to  fee  this 
queftion  have  a  fair  trial,  that  he  may 
know  exa<Jtly  how  the  law  ftands,  and  be 
fully  apprized  of  his  danger ;  fo  that  all 
may  provide  againft  it  the  bell  they  can» 
If  on  every  pretence  or  fufpicion  of  a  libel» 
or  of  what  not  only  a  fecretary  of  fl:ate,  but 
the  loweft  magiftrate  of  the  peace,  may 
pleafe  to  deem  one,  in  which  Politics, 
Party,  Prejudice,  and  Resentment, 
will  always  have  a  great  influence,  our 
Houses,  and  our  Friends*  Houses,  are 
to  be  OPEN  at  all  hours  and  under  all  cir- 
cumftances  to  every  prowling  officer  of  the 
crown,  adluated  by  curiofity,  intereft,  defign, 
or  revenge,  he  will  be  the  wifeft  man  that 
correfponds  the  leaft  with  others,  and  the 
moft  prudent  who  writes  very  little,  and 
keeps  as  few  papers  as  he  can  by  him» 
None  but  a  fool  in  this  cafe  will  have  any 
fecrets  at  all  in  his  polTefTion. 

That  no  fuch  Badge  of  Slavery  do^ 
yet  exift  in  this  country,  is  ftill  believed. 
That  it  never  may  exift  will  naturally  b« 
th^  with  of  every  Englishman. 

o  2  Extract 
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ExtraB  from   the    Letter  from    Albemarle^ 
Street  to  the  Cocoa-Tree, 

H/VERY  good  man  wiflies  the  whole 
nation  were  agreed  in  Revolution  principles  ; 
and  if  we  are  or^e,  in  that  refpe(5l,  our  name 
muft  be  one.  The  fire  of  conteft  might 
then,  without  preying  on  the  vitals  of 
'national  happinefs,  wafte  itfelf  in  the  diver- 
sity of  political  attachments,  and  ftruggles 
for  power;  the  difputes  about  which,  are 
the  natural  offspring  of  a  free  conllitution, 
and  generally  conducive  to  its  vigour,  as 
changes  in  it  are  oftentimes  neceffary  to 
promote  the  public  good. 

In  a  country  like  this,  when  meft  of  found 
principles  contend  for  influence,  (and  if  they 
do  not,  it  can  only  be  becaufe  there  is  a 
penury  of  great  ft^tefmen,  which  -is  a  fign 
of  ftagnation,  rather  than  a  mark  of  health, 
in  the  political  body;)  they  mufl  not  only 
be  rivals  in  abilities,  but  emulate  each  other 
in  zeal,  and  attention  to  the  general  welfare; 
which  is  the  fair  road  to  elevation,  and  the 
only  flability  of  preferment,  in  popular,  and 
mixed  governments. 

Our  national  parties  fprung  up,  with  their 
unhappy  names  of  difl:ind.ion,  in  days  when 
the  encroachments  of  the  Crown  threatened 
the  fubverlion  of  the  conftitution.     James  I. 
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taught  a  fyflem  of  prerogative,  confiftent 
with  nothing  but  flavery;  and  his  defcen- 
dants,  corrupted  with  his  falie  principles, 
obftinately  purfued  his  perverfe  plan,  to 
their  own  ruin.  The  unbridled  attempts 
of  arbitrary  power  necelTarily  produced 
oppofition,  then  refiftance,  and  at  lafl  ended 
in  the  expuldon  of  a  race  of  tyrants ;  a 
fucceilion  of  which  had  difgraced  the  throne, 
and  all  but  d^ftroyed  this  country,  when 
their  own  family  fell  the  miferable  vid:infi 
of  their  irreclainiable  attachment  to  defpotifm. 

If  there  are  yet  amongft  us  any  wretched 
remains  of  thofe  parties,  they  are  the  tattered 
rags  of  a  direful  warfare,  between  the 
ftretches  of  prerogative  and  the  defence  of 
liberty  ;  between  the  faithful  friends  pf  a 
limited,  mixed  monarchy,  and  the  traiterous 
advocates  of  ab folate,  and  arbitrary  fove- 
reignty :  a  difpute,  one  lliould  think,  too 
unnatural  now  to  be  brought  back  from  the 
dead. 

The  difagreeable  diftindtions  that  hereto- 
fore have  prevailed,  muft  be  placed  to  the 
account  of  the  times,  and  the  circnmflances 
of  the  nation  ;  but  the  fortunate  change  in 
thefe  fhould  now  foften  into  general  har- 
mony all  former  animofities,  and  eradicate 
unnatural,  and  delttudtive  prejudices.  If 
there  is  a  diftincftion,  let  it  only  be  between 
honefl  men,  and  thofe  who  do  not  deferve 
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the  name ;  between  thofe  who  will  do  any 
thing  for  fomething,  and  thofe  who  will 
not,  on  any  account,  do  what  ought  not 
to  be  done.  Let  the  honour  and  intereft, 
the  glory  and  profperity  of  the  nation,  the 
juft  power,  and  true  dignity  of  the  crown, 
and  the  rights  of  the  fubjecft,  be,  as  in 
truth  they  are,  the  common  caufe  ;  and  the 
principles  of  allegiance,  and  liberty,  the 
cement  of  adherence  to  it.  Thofe  who, 
from  any  motive,  can  defert  that  caufe,  of 
dehy  thofe  principles,  will,  with  their 
country,  iland  in  the  light  in  which  their 
own  criminal  and  contemptible  condud:  fo 
juftly  places  them. 

If  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fliould  relin- 
quifh  the  right,  or  decline  to  exercife  the 
power  of  refohing  with  the  dignity,  and 
authority  of  parliamentary  declarations,  upon 
points  of  high  concernment  to  the  liberty  of 
the  fubjeift,  and  effential  to  the  prefervatiori 
of  our  freedom,  efpecially  in  the  cafe  of 
violations  in  the  perfons  of  their  own 
piembers,  they  would  ceafe  to  be  the  grand 
inqueft  of  the  nation,  and  furrender  one  of 
their  highefl  trufls. 

For  parliamentary  refolutions  are  not  like 
th^  words  of  a  drunke?7  porter ^  fay  fo  who 
\vill. — [In  the  debate  on  General  V/arraftts, 
Sir  Fletcher  Norton  faid,  he  fhouM  pay  no 
more  regard  to  a  refolution  of  the   Houfe  of 
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Commons,  than  to  the  words  of  a  drunken 
porter  in  Covent-Garden.] — One  fhould 
think  England. could  not  have  bred  a  man, 
I  had  almoft  faid  a  — ,  who  would  talk  in 
fo  ridiculous  a  manner :  and  no  body  has 
more  reafon  to  fland  in  awe  of  parliament, 
than  fuch  as  are  capable  of  holHing  a  lan- 
guage fo  difrefpedtful  to  it,  fo  derogatory 
to  the  great  security  of  the  nation. 
It  muft  proceed  from  ignorance  of  the  con- 
ftitution :  and  to  confute  the  nonfenfe,  would 
be  fuppofing  it  is  not  what  it  really  is. 
Lawyers,  who  are  generally  fettered  with  the 
trammels  of  their  profeflion,  may  fay,  as 
they  fometimes  have  faid,  that  votes  of  the 
commons  are  not  conlidered  as  laws — • 
**  Neverthelefs,  (as  the  author  of  the  beft 
conftitutional  hiftory  of  England  fays,)  fuch 
is  their  effedt,  that/^za  perjons  are  fo  hardy 
as  to  a(5t  directly  contrary  to  thefe  decifions 
of  the  commons,  fince  it  is,  in  fome  meafure, 
to  oppofe  the  fentiment  of  the  people  whom 
they  reprefent.  Belides,  an  action  diredlly 
contrary  to  a  vote  of  the  houle,  is  liable  to 
be  queftioned,  when  leafl  exped;ed,  and 
draws  upon  the  adtor  the  indignation  of 
the  houle.'*  It  may  alfo  be  remembered, 
that  there  are  not  wanting  inftances  of  par- 
liaments declaring  things  done  againrt  liberty, 
heinous  crimes^  even  in  an  Attorney  General, 
The   obje(^t  in   view   was   not   barely   to 

condemn 
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condemn  general  warrants  wfthoiit  name: 
for  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  did,  even 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  and  impeached 
a  Chief  Juflice  of  England  for  granting 
them  ;  though  the  revival  of  the  practice 
loudly  called  for  a  frefh  check  to  fo  dan- 
gerous an  evil." — Depriving  the  fubjed;  of 
his  liberty  without  a  charge  upon  oath,  or 
fomething  as  ftrong,  is  equally  illegal. — - 
Clofe  confinement  for  a  bailable  offence ; 
arbitrary  evafions'  of  the  habeas  corpus; 
and  above  all,  the  unwarrantable  feizure  of 
papers ;  were  objects  highly  worthy  the 
weightiefl  interpofition,  and  an  adequate 
punifhment. 

We  defired  refolutions  to  vindicate  the 
principles  of  the  conilitution,  and  invigorate 
the  nerves  of  liberty ;  to  fliew  that  a  due 
fenfe,  and  a  becoming  regard  to  it,  infpire 
the  reprefentatives  of  a  free  people  :  that 
the  juft  apprehenfions  of  thofe  who  choofe 
them,  to  be  their  defenders  and  protestors, 
are  not  to  be  treated  as  the  dreams  of  fancy, 
or  the  murmurs  of  fedition ;  nor  the  voice 
of  freedom  difregarded  as  the  language  of 
riot,  or  curbed  as  the  petulance  of  faction  : 
that  the  fundamentals  of  liberty  are  not  to 
be  taken  up,  only  to  be  laid  afide  as  things 
of  no  moment,  and  fhufHed  into  the  heap 
of  unimportant,  and  impertinent  matter, 
that  compofes  the  dreg  of  public  confulta-- 
tions,  and  the  refufe  of  free  debate. 

Judicid 
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Judicial  refolutions  of  Parliament,  feafon- 
ably  interpofed,  in  vindication  of  the  con- 
flitution,  not  in  gratification  of  men's 
paffions,  partialities,  and  refentments,  upon 
great  and  general  dodtrines  of  magnitude 
fufHcient  to  draw  out  its  fupreme  jurifdic- 
tion,  are  the  known,  the  natural,  fafe,  and 
(notwithftanding  the  bold  fcorn  of  any 
officer  of  the  law,  however  high),  the 
moft  operative  protection  of  liberty.  Thefe 
refciie,  and  reftore  things  to  their  right 
condition ;  they  do  not  create,  or  enad:, 
but  acfluate,  and  afcertain  what  already  has 
a  real  exiftence,  and  ought  to  be  in  full 
vigour:  they  brighten,  and  ilkiftrate  the 
principles  of  the  conflitution,  that  threaten 
to  languifh,  and  fade ;  they  qiucken,  and 
enliven  thofe  that  are  in  danger  of  decay, 
and  annihilation. 

You,  the  w^oRTHY  gentlemen  of  the 
Cocoa-Tree,  have  honourably  diftinguiflied 
yourfelves  among  the  friends  of  liberty. 
Your  country,  with  gratitude,  proclaims 
your  merit ;  and  the  voice  of  liberty  will 
loudly  found  your  praife.  Welcome  into 
the  bofom  of  a  free  people,  and  to  be  num< 
bered  amongft  the  beft  Citizens  I  You 
have  followed  the  example  of  the  venerable 
heroes  in  the  caufe  of  liberty,  to  whofe 
courage  in  the  fenate,  and  the  field,  we 
(pwe  the  prefervation  of  the  conllitution,  the 

maintenance- 
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maintenance  of  our  freedom.  Tou  have 
but  to  perievere  in  the  fame  glorious  pathy 
and  your  fame  will  be  recorded  with  their 
immortal  renown. 

Could  you  defire  a  nobler  teftimony  to 
your  fervices  than  one  you  have?  You 
fliare  the  large  applaufes  of  fo  many  brave 
patriots,  who  on  the  fame  trying  occafion, 
with  undaunted  boldnefs,  contended  for  the* 
juft  rights  of  their  country.  Amongft  the 
foremoft  flands  a  gallant  general,  pointed 
out  for  fupreme  comniand,  by  the  unani-^ 
mous  voice  of  his  grateful  country ;  in 
whofe  manly  fpirit,  a  well-tempered  mix- 
ture of  generofity,  and  frugality,  fecures 
the  foundations  oi  true  dignity  :  renowned 
for  his  prowefs,  more  diftinguifhed  yet  by 
bis    patriotifm;    who    truly    polTefles    that 

ANIMUS      IN     CONSULENDO     LIBER,     71€que 

deliSlOy  neqne  libidini  obnoxius :  a  brave  fon 
of  Mars,  who  follows  not  alone,  but  accom- 
panied by  many,  his  fpirited  companions- 
of  the  war,  wherever  liberty  leads  ;  who 
^eads  ber  caufe  at  home,  with  the  fame 
ardor  that  he  fought  her  battles  abroad  ; 
wreathing  the  laurels  of  the  camp  with 
tiie  garlands  ©f  the  fenate ;  who  thinks, 
and  fliews,  that  honour  is  not  confined  to 
military  fervice,  but  is  equally  facred  in 
ail  fituatrons,  and  in  all  capacities.  There 
is  fortitude  which  defpifes  danger,  and  defies- 
J  difmijjion  i 
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iifmijjioni  the  independent  fpirit  that  makes 
the  MAN  ;  the  magnanimity  which  crowns 
the  HERO  ; — the  bold  foldier,  the  intrepid 
fenator,  the  fine  gentleman,  the  warlike 
advocate  for  liberty !  England  has  a  Con* 
WAY,  the  powers  of  whofe  eloquence, 
infpired  by  his  zeal  for  the  objedl:,  animated 
with  the  fire  of  true  genius,  and  furniihed 
with  a  found  knowledge  of  the  confi:itution, 
at  once  entertain,  ravilh,  convince,  conquer. 
Such  noble  examples  are  the  riches  of  the 
prefent  age,  the  treafure  of  pofterity. — 
Scepe  audivi  civitatis  nojlrce  prceclaros  vivos 
folitos  itadicere,  cum  majorum  imagines 

INTUERENTUR,     VEHEMENTISSIME     SIBI 

animum  ad  virtutem  accendi. — -Sci- 
licet non  ceram  illam  iieque  Jiguram  tantam 
vim  in  fefe  habere ;  fed  memoria  rerum 
gejiaruniy  earn  fiammam  egregiis  viris  in 
pe^iore  crefcere^  tieque  prius  fcdari,  quant 
virtus  eorum  fama?n  atquc  gloriam  adcequaverit , 
The  honeil,    and  fpirited,   conduct  of  the 

v  found  part  of  the  Cocoa-Tree,  has  done 
much  towards  reducing  the  ftate  of  parties 
to  that  ground  on  which  a  divifion  cannot 

'  long  fubfift,  or  effecft  great  harm.  The 
banner  of  prerogative,  which  was  wont  to 
be  the  much-loved  regal  enfign,  will  not  now 
triumph  over  the  ftandard  of  liberty,  which 
always  was  the  favourite  enfign  of  the  , 
people. 
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If  honeft  men,  that  have  been  called 
Tories,  are  upon  the  fame  bottom,  and  of  the 
fame  principles  with  honeft  men  who  adl  like 
Whigs  ;  the  ignominious  remainder  of  either 
name  may  call  themfelves,  or  be  called  by- 
others,  what  they  pleafe.  Their  conduct 
will  ilamp  their  charafter,  the  original  of 
which  is  of  an  older  date  than  any  party 
name  fiow  exifting,  and  will  continue  long 
after  time  has  blotted  out  the  remembrance  of 
the  worft  of  them. 

For  the  lafl  fifty  years,  the  Tories  have 
called  themfelves  the  patrons  of  the  people  ; 
and  the  Whigs  thought  they  were  the 
defenders  of  liberty,  the  fupport  of  the 
proteftant  fucceffion,  and  the  pillars  of  the 
conftitution.  If  the  chara6ters  were  real, 
the  difference  between  them  was  to  feek. 
But  unfortunately  they  differed  in  their 
opinions  of  each  other,  not  without  caufe, 
or  they  might  long  before  now  have  been 
happily  united,  and  the  names  of  diftinc^ion 
annihilated. 

Two  reigns  of  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick 
have  not,  that  I  know  of,  afforded  a  debate 
upon  any  real  queftion  concerning  the  liberty 
of  the  fubjed:.  .  The  reafon  is  obvious  that 
the  favourite  objedt  of  their  government  was 
more  amply  to  fecure  it. 

An  important  queftion  of  liberty,  however, 
jjrings  charad:ers  to  the   tefl,  and  tries  the 

iincerity 
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fincerity  of  former  profeffions  ;  ft  elucidates 
principles,  and  unmaiks  pretences.  Thofe 
who  iland  forward  in  that  glorious  caufe,  are 
the  true  patriots,  the  found  whigs,  come 
from  where  they  will,  and  whatever  name 
they  go  by.  They  breath  the  fpirit  of  the 
revolution,  and  llrengthen  the  bands  of  our 
fecurity.  Formerly  the  only  di{tin<5tion  has 
been,  (but  it  mufl  no  longer  continue  to  be 
fo,)  between  coimtry  gentlemen  and  courtiers z 
it  is  now  betwixt  the  friends  of  liberty,  and 
theJJaves  of  power.  Arthur's,  or  the  Cocoa- 
Tree,  Albemarle-flreet,  or  St.  James's,  are 
not  able  to  confound  tbi?:gs  under  a  Babel  of 
names.  St.  Stephen's  Chapel  itfelf  cannot 
chriften  thofe  that  are  againfl  liberty,  WhigSy 
or  thofe  that  are  for  it,  l^orys,  as  long  as  we 
can  read  the  principles  of  the  revolution 
without  the  help  of  treafury-opticks.  The 
di{lin(5tion  between  Whigs  and  Tories  was 
founded  in  the  ftruggle  between  prerogative 
and  liberty  ;  a  Tory  therefore  who  befriends 
liberty  is  a  contradi(fl:ion  j  the  character, 
excluding  the  name :  by  parity  of  reafon,  a 
nominal -/ Whig,  who  is  againjfl  liberty,  is 
equally  mconlillent,  the  condud:  being  in- 
compatible with  the  appellation. 

A  rank  Tory  is  bad ;  but  a  rotten  Whig, 

if   polfible,    is   ftill   worfe.     The   firfl:   has 

the  credit  of  confiftency,  if  it  is  his  original 

principle,    and   he  has    never    quieted    his 

4  fcruples 


fcrupks  with  the  profits  of  compliance.  The 
other  is  a  renegado,  who  renounces  his 
convidiions  j  forfakes  his  firftlove;  and  cuts 
off  the  breafls  that  nourifhed  him.  With 
whom  thefe  gentlemen  fliould  affociate,  I 
am  at  fome  lofs  to  know.  Their  only  fit 
companions  feem  to  be  rotten  Tories,  who 
retain  their  principles,  or  rather  their  pre- 
judices, and  make  gain  of  changing  their 
profefTions.  Let  rotten  , Whigs  and  rotten 
Tories  then,  go  together;  and  who  will 
envy  their  fociety  ?  But  an  Adminiflration, 
fupported  by  fuch  a  confederacy,  mufl  indeed 
be  of  a  very  black  hue  ;  and  its  continuance 
may  be  judged  of  from  the  rottenefs,  fragility, 
and  incoherence  of  its  props.  Nor  need  any 
that  comes  after  be  afraid  of  wanting  the 
fame  a ffi fiance,  if  they  have  a  job  to  do, 
which  better  men  will  not  undertake.  Thofe  of. 
fuch  flexible  tenets,  and  pliable  difpofitions, 
will  always  be  help  at  hand,  ready  to  offer 
their  fupport,  upon  proper  terms,  and  eafily 
turn  with  the  tide  ;  being  very  accommodating 
in  their  nature. 

The  favourite  cry  has,  of  late,  been,  to 
abolifh  all  party  names.  But  managed  as  it 
is,  I  know  nothing,  that  has  tended  more, 
than  this  very  cry,  to  revive,  and  keep  up, 
what  mofl:  people  were  very  ready  to  forget. 
I  own,  however,  I  am  for  the  propofition,^ 
but  I  wifh  to  go  a  great  deal  farther.     For 

extinction 


€Xtin<5l:ion  of  nam^s  will  go  a  veiy  fhort  way 
to  a  coalefcence  of  parties.  It  is  beginning 
at  the  wrong  end.  The  axe  mull  be  laid  to 
the  root  of  the  tree.  Let  us  cut  up  the 
foundation  of  the  difference  :  names  will, 
iike  the  Ihadow,  follow  the  fubftance.  Till 
we  have  but  one  principle,  we  cannot  be  of 
ione  name. 

No  body,  I  dare  £ay,  ever  thought ;  and 
no  friend  to  his  country  ever  could  think,  of 
prolcribing  men  for  a  name ;  or  of  barring 
the  converfion  of  the  ran keft  Tory  that  ever 
exifted.  I  am  fure  the  pracflice  has  been  the 
contrary.  Witnefs  the  lift  of  honours,  and 
offices,  in  the  laft  reign  ;  witnefs  how  many, 
who  had  been  called  Tories,  not  to  fay  even 
real  Jacobites,  were  well  rewarded  for  coming 
into  court,  where  their  dcfcendants  nowr 
flourifh,  with  the  additional  comfort,  of 
daring  to  avow,  and  ad:,  upon  the  fame 
principles  of  prerogative,  and  arbitrary  power, 
which  their  unceftofMyere  paid  for  pretending 
to  renounce.  The  fathers,  by  a  feafonable 
hyprocrify,  made  their  own  terms ;  and,  like 
the  prodigal,   always  got  the  beft  garment. 

The  great  minifter,  who  condudied  this 
country  to  a  pitch  of  glory  it  never  faw  before, 
made  it  the  labour  of  his  adminiftration  to 
exfinguiQi  parties,  as  well  as  names  :  and  it 
is  a  merit,  that  cannot  be  denied  him,  that  he 
was  more  fuccefsful   in  tjie  patriot  delign, 
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than  perhaps  any  of  his  predeceflbrs  were,  ot 
than  any  hut  himfelf  will,  for  a  long  time,  be* 

When  he  was  at  the  helm,  there  feemed 
to  be  but  one  heart,  and  one  mind,  in  the 
nation.  His  condud:  commanded  an  una- 
nimity fo  aftonifhing  in  degree,  and  fo 
amazing  in  its  effed:s,  that  thofe  who  are 
now  difpofed  to  find  fault,  though  their  own 
acquiefcence  made  part  of  the  general  confent, 
can  only  call  it  an  intoxicated  unanimity :  a 
refledlion  which  does  as  little  honour  to 
themfelves  who  now  pretend  to  murmur,  and 
did  not  before  remonltrate,  as  it  does  juftice 
to  the  true  fpirit  of  the  nation,  which  then 
was  fatisfied,  and  ftlll  is  content  with  what 
was  before  univerfally  approved.  Unhappy 
is  it  for  this  country,  that  fome  of  the 
labourers  fainted  before  the  harvell  was 
gathered  ! 

f^oneft  men  did  then  as  they  do  now  ;  for 
integrity  is  a  conliflent  charader.  On  the 
fame  principle  of  love  to  their  country,  they 
fupported  her  liberty  againfl:  foreign  enemies, 
and  defended  it  from  domeflick  violations. 
In  the  days  of  concord,  even  the  rank  Tory, 
and  the  reprobate  Whig; — the  moft  rotten- 
hearted  of  either  name  were  dragged  along 
with  the  fiandard  of  liberty,  as  the  trophies 
of  a  triumphant  adminiftration,  the  meafures 
of  which  ftilled  the  voice  of  oppofition,  and 
lilenced  the  whifpers  of  complaint.     Men  of 

all 
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all  denominations  and  characters  went  one 
way,  becaufe  there  was  not  another  road 
open.  When  an  opportunity  offers,  principle  . 
and  pay  fcreen  the  multitude  :  the  found  and 
the  fordid,  the  fycophant  and  the  fincere,  then, 
part :  profpecfls,  promifes,  and  provilion, 
draw  away  the  hungry,  the  greedy,  and  the 
gaping:  virtue  can  only  carry  the  virtuous 
and  upright.  When  thofe  who  carry  the 
6ag  (hew  the  v;3.y,  the  fie/ing  interell  will 
always  be  on  that  fide. 

Mark,  however,  the  importance  of  the 
charad:er  of  conductors ;  the  greatnefs  of 
the  difference  between  Tories  when  compelled 
to  follow  a  Whig  Leader,  and  when  making 
a  true  Tory  fyftem.  We  have  feen  Tories, 
under  Whig  conducft,  fupporting  Whig 
meafures,  and  adopting  Whig  maxims:  if 
fuffered  to  aCt  on  Tory  principles,  we  perceive 
liberty  can  only  be  fafe,  by  keeping  out  of 
their  reach.  Tories,  when  they  take  the 
lead,  will  wound,  not  proteCl  her,  if  fhe  " 
comes  in  their  way. 

We  had  a  Minifler;  alas  !  that  we  have 
not  him  ftill ;  who  has  not  only  faid,  but 
Ihewn  that  it  was  the  pride  of  his  heart,  to 
humble  the  foreign  enemies  of  his  country, 
and  who  thinks  he  cannot  fpend  the  laffc 
remains  of  his  health  in  a  better  caufe,  than- 
ftruggling  to  maintain  the  great  barriers  of 
the  conftitution,  aflert  the  rights  of  the  fubje(fl:, 
,   VOL.  lu.  F  and 


and  protect  their  liberty  againfl  arbitrary^ 
violations.  It  was  the  lingular  connmendatioil 
of  that  GREAT  Minifler's  adminiftration,  not 
cnly  to  be  affifted  by  all  the  zealous  friends  of 
their  country,  and  of  the  conflitution,  but 
to  be  oppofed  by  none.  He  ftudied  to  unite 
parties,  without  confounding  principles  ;  not 
lingly  to  make  names  ceafe,  but  to  get  opinions 
to  coalefce,  upon  the  great  foundation  of 
revolution  principles  :  and  certainly  he  had 
the  fatisfattion  to  efFecSt  an  unknown  uniort 
and  harmony,  in  the  counfels  and  operations, 
the  wiflies  and  defires  of  the  kingdom  ;  no 
lefs  honourable  to  himfelf  than  advantageous 
to  the  nation,  and  beneficial  to  all  Europe. 

[u4/}er  giving  an  account  of  the  Jl ate  of  the- 
?jationalf nances,  as  they  food  at  the  time  ;  the 
noble  author  concludes  with  the  followifig 
olfervations.'] 

The  words  ceconomy.  and  reformation  having 
loft  their  meaning;  or  rather  meaning  only 
extravagance  and  corruption  beyond  example* 
The  people  juftly  alarmed  for  their  liberties, 
attacked  in  their  perfons,  their  property,  and 
even  their  houfes,  by  the  arbitrary  violations 
of  general  warrants,  and  aggrieved  by  the 
moft  odious  mode  of  excife. — The  tools  of' 
power,  oppreflive  in  their  profecutions  ;  more: 
oppreflive  ftill  when  profecuted  themfelves, 
and  legally  convicted — ranfacking  every? 
4eteftable  artifice  for  delay,  every  infamous 
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chicanery,  ^,Jfoign,  privilege,  bills  of  ex- 
ception, the  frowns  of  power,  immenfity 
of  expence,  &c.  &c.  under  all  which  dif- 
couragements,  and  hardfhips,  the  meaneft  of 
the  people  have  had  to  contend  for  almoft  a 
twelvemonth,  and  flill  muft  contend,  with 
the  greateft,  who  are  one  day  encouraging 
»and  paying  defamatory  libels ;  the  next,  beat 
at  their  own  weapons,  under  frivolous  dif" 
tindlions,  flying  to  law  ;  and,  left  that  fhould 
fail,  to  Parliament,  for  the  means  of  fup- 
prelling  and  punifhing  what  was  only  the 
blelTed  fruit  of  their  own  exarhple. — Such  is 
the  candour  and  generofity  of  our  reformers, 
fuch  the  liberty  and  licentioufnefs  of  the 
jj^refs. — 

A  fet  of  men  diftinguilhed  by  nothing  but 
publick  and  private  blemifhes,  even  in  the 
€xcefs  of  them — pofleft  of  the  reins  of 
government — and  fweets  of  office,  prefent  and 
reverfionary — prefuming  to  give  law  to  their 
fovereign  in  the  moft  infolent  manner — under 
the  fpecious  colour  of  delivering  majefty 
from  a  pretended  intention  of  the  fame  kind 
of  tyranny  in  others,  who  ttuXy  feel  for  the 
honour  of  their  mafter,  who  never  had  in  the 
late  reign,  or  in  this,  a  fuperiority  of  influence, 
but  frofh  fuperiority  of  talents  and  fervices  to 
their  King  and  Country,  and  who  have 
fcorned  to  give  themfelves  even  the  trouble  of 
<;ontradi(^ing  that  prepofterous  heap  of  abfurd 
V  %.  falfhoods, 
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faldioods,  palmed,  fo  induftrioufly,  upon  the 
public  credulity,  lafl  autumn,  certain  that  they 
would  die,  and  ftink,  like  their  authors,  in 
the  noflrils  of  every  honeft  man:  a  fecond 
feffion  of  parliament  almofl  elapfed  fince  the 
fignature  of  the  preliminaries,  without  fo 
much  as  one  flep  taken,  however  promifed, 
towards  ameliorating  our  revenue,  or  availing 
ourfelves,  by  wife,  and  careful  regulations, 
of  thofe  ceJJionSj  the  utility  of  which  has 
been  fo  highly  magnified  ;  and  which  are 
only  as  yet  known  to  us,  by  the  accumu- 
lation of  expence  j  or  the  folicitations  we 
hear  fo  much  of,  for  proprietary  grants  of^ 
the  mofl  valuable  of  them,  to  gratify  friends  r 
and  favourites  of  power,  aftonifhed  as 
they  are  at  their  own  exaltation,  they  are 
content  to  drag  on,  like  a  wounded  fnake,  a 
weak,  difgraced,  difreputable  exiflence  ; 
when  they  are  confcious  there  is  but  one  fet 
of  men,  who  can  give  luflre  to  government, 
and  in  whom  alone  foreign  Princes,  the 
Bourbon  confederacy  excepted,  will,  or  can 
take  a  juft  confidence. — What  character  for 
ability,  weight,  or  credit,  has,  or  how  can 
fuch  an  adminiftration  be  looked  upon,  either 
abroad  or  at  home  ? 

With  a  civil  lift  of  no  lefs  than  eight 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  [1764,] 
the  crown  revenues  of  all  our  conquefts,  all 
the  revenues,  and  all  the  intereft  of  the  lat© 

King'« 
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King's  riches,  in  Germany,  now  flowing  in 
with  the  arrears,  in  what  light  of  fplendor 
does  our  Court  appear  in  the  eyes  of  the 
nation — in  the  eyes  of  Europe  ?  I  will  not 
appeal  to  enumerations,  which  I  am  afhamed 
to  recapitulate,  and  which  a  very  Jhort  me- 
mory, indeed,  can  recolledl. 

If  this   be  a  true  delineation,    and  you 
know  it  is,  'of  the  public  lituation  at  this 
time,  where  can  fuch  of  you.  Gentlemen  of ' 
the  Cocoa-Tree,  who  have  fhewn  yourfelves 
the  flrenuous  and  hardened  fupporters  of  fuch 
meafures    and  fuch  principles,    look  for   a 
juftification  of  your  condud:  ? — Can  you  flill 
hope  to  impofe  upon  mankind  ?  Or,   rather, 
are  you  not  difcovered,  and  known  to  be  the 
tools  of  prerogative,    and   enemies    to  the 
principle  of  revolution  freedom  ? — Can  you, 
after  this  expoftulatory   account   of  things, 
have  the  afTurance  to  continue  in  your  affir- 
mations, that  the  prefent  Miniflers  have  as 
yet  done  nothmg  'wrong? — Merit  for  them,  I 
mufl  do  you  the  juftice  to  acknowledge,  you 
never  have  claimed. — Will   your  mifrepre- 
fentations  flill  prefume  to  lay  to  the  charge  of 
the  leaders  of  the  friends  of  liberty,  a  thirft, 
like  your  own,  after  employments? — Men 
who  have,   almoft  all  of  them,   filled,    and 
facrificed  the  greatefl  fituations,  to  the  love 
they  bear  their  country — -Will  you  continue  to 
do  this,  when  you  know  in  your  confcicnces, 
7  the 
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the  mofl  probable  fear  is,  that  if  the  wifhcf 
©f  the  public  fhould  fucceed,  an  unhappy 
unwillingnefs  will  manifeft  itfelf,  inftead  of 
an  interefted  eagernefs,  to  fill  the  high  offices 
of  the  kingdom. 

Thefe  iniportant  conliderations  are  left 
with  thofe  of  the  Cocoa-Tree,  who  prefer 
principles  to  names,  reality  to  profeffions  ; 
who  are  mifcalled  Torries,  and  are  indeed 
friends  to  that  fyftem  of  liberty,  which  was 
founded  in  the  expulfion  of  the  Houfe  of 
Stuart,  and  fecured  by  the  accefTion  of  that 
of  Hanover,  under  which  their  title  being 
founded  in  freedom,  it  is  our  own  fault  if  wq 
^re  not  free, 

I  am,  &c. 


Extradi  from  the  Principles  of  the  late  Cha?iges^ 
impartially  examined. 

[A  letter  which  appeared  in  the  news-papers  of 
the  %oth  of  July,  1765,  pretending  to  give 
an  account  of  the  change  of  Adminijiration 
which  took  place  at  that  time — T^he  removal 
of  Mr,  Grenville,  and  the  appointment  of 
jLori  Rockingham,  after  Lord  Temple  and 
Mr.YiXXhadrefufed'y  gave  rife  to  this  tra^.] 

OUR  Author,  fpeaking  with  the  dignity 
of  the  plural  number,  gives  us  what  he  calls 

our 
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(iur  hejl  intelligence  of  the  eaufes  of  tht 
difmiJIion  of  the  late  Mijiijlers,  and  the  choic^ 
made  of  the  prefent  Minijlry :  and  to  thofe  who 
know  any  thing  of  the  fa(fls  to  which  only  ht 
can  allude,  particularly  as  to  the  alledged 
faults  of  the  late  Miniftry,  which  is  the  key 
to  the  whole ;  this  cannot  appear  to  be  a 
mifreprefentatioii  of  his  true  meaning,  what- 
ever his  words  are.  ^*  The  late  Minifters 
wickedly  rebelled  againft  Lord  Bute,  who 
claims  the  merit  of  making  them,  and  ex- 
pelled from  them  the  homage  and  obedience 
due  to  -a  Creator:  their  infolence  became 
infupportable ;  their  behaviour  was  fuch  as 
could  no  longer  he/uffe red ;  their  provocatibns 
mujl  b^  got  rid  of  at  any  rate ;  therefore  they 
were  difmilTed  injlantdtieoujly^  (which  by  the 
by  is  a  great  ftory,  for  it  was  long  before  it 
could  begot  done.)  Now  you  their  fuccefTors, 
you  have  yourfelves  been  great  tranfgreflbrs, 
in  refufing  fubmiilion :  but  you  are  pardoned 
and  received  into  favour,  not  indeed  for  your 
own  fakes,  but  as  neceflary  inftruments  to 
chaftife  thofe  whofe  crimes  were  beyond 
forgivenefs  ;  having  been  found  the  only 
fet  who  would  come* in,  without  which  they 
could  not  be  turned  out.  However,  have  a 
care :  if  you  return  to  your  old  tricks,  or 
tread  in  yourpredeceflbrs'  fteps,  mark  the  end 
that  is  before  you;  therefore  grow  wife  by 
example;    and  if   you  would  efcape  their 

f4te, 
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fate,  in  whofe  place  you  are  come,   follow 
not  their  evil  courfes.     If  you  do,  there  will 
be  found  thofe  who  will  do  juftice  upon  you 
alfo,   if  they  fhould  be  brought  from  all  the 
ends  of  the  earth  ;    rather  than  want  hands 
to  execute   the  provoked   vengeance,    there 
will  be  taken  ftragglers  from  all  Parties,  that 
is  the  moft  worthlefs  of  all  men  :  for  infuch 
a  cafe,   I  hope,  (fays  our  Writer,)  r-u^/^  thofe 
very  Parties,  which  often  owe  their  fir ength  t9 
flra7ige  and  unnatural  conneBioJis ,  would  not 
be  fo  deflitute  of  men  of  integrity  and  capacity, 
as  to  deprive  the  King  of  all  means  of  forming 
a  Miniflry  on  true  principles  of  Fatriotifm,  and 
confequently  perfeilly  agreeable  and  conformably 
to  his  own.** 

I  have*  no  doubt,  the  man  means  that  it  is 
the  Favourite,  who  is  to  form  fuch  a  gloriou? 
adminiftration  as  he  fpeaks  of;  and  upon 
what  principles  it  will  be  done  by  him,  we 
have  already  had  fufficient  proof:  but  from 
fuch  poifon  as  his  Patriotifm  has  appeared  to 
be  ; — from  Minifters,  whofe  integrity  confifls 
in  conforming  to  his  principles,  defend  us ! 

Such,  I  fay,  is  the  real  language  of  this 
Writer,  and  it  is  indeed  the  language  of  truth, 
I  know  he  fays,  the  late  Minijhrs  few  in  th^ 
face  of  their  Royal  M^ficr  j  but  that  is  only 
his  manner  of  fpeaking.  The  fadls  decide 
here.  Was  there  ever  greater  zeal  than  the 
Igt^  Miniflers   jnanifefted,    for    what   they 

called 
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called  the  honour  of  the  King,  though  a  great 
part  of  the  nation  thought  it  was  no  ways 
concerned  in  the  •affair?  And  perhaps  they 
Gould  produce  very  good  proof,  that  they  did 
not  at  that  time  contradid  the  Royal  pleafure. 
They  brought  a  load  upon  themfelves,  by  the 
violent  profecution  of  that  caufe,  which  had 
well  nigh  overfet  them.  But  can  any  man 
fpecify  an  overt  a(5l  of  the  late  adniiniilration, 
that  was  ever  fo  much  as  infinuated  to  be 
a  ground  for  the  charge  of  flying  in  the  face 
of  the  King,  or  in  which  his  mind  was 
forced,  till  the  bufinefs  of  the  Regency  Bill 
came  in  hand  ? 

That,  'tis  true,  brought  to  light  fome  part 
of  the  dark  fcenes,  and  gave  a  peep  through 
the  curtain. .  But  before  that  time,  the  heads 
of  the  adminiftration  had  been  fufped:ed  of 
fubmitting  to  the  influence  of  Lord  Bute: 
they  were- called  his  deputies  and  delegates. 
Their  defence  againfl  that  accufation,  often 
made,  was  that  they  abjured  him;  and  had 
^^^wjlipulated  his  removal  not  only  from  th« 
King's  councils,  but  from  his  rejidence^  when 
they  undertook  his  fervice  in  their  own 
perfons.  They  Hated  themfelves  to  be  in 
reality  what  they  were  officially^  the  King's 
Minifl:ers,  and  refpot^ible  as  fuch :  they  foun4 
themfelves  at  lall  obligpd  to  fay,  and  they^ 
did  it  publicly,  that  they  thought  it  was  as 
neceflary  as  fit,  in  order  to  Carry  on  tlie  public 

bulinefs. 


bufinefs,  that  thofe  who  had  the  charge  of  II 
fhould  have  their  mafter's  confidence ;  and 
that  it  was  neither  decent  nor  expedient, 
that  great  meafures  of  government,  highly 
interefting  to  th^  conFimonvveal,  lliould  be 
concerted  and  planned  without  the  partici- 
pation of  thofe  who,  by  their  offices,  are 
anfvverable  both  for  the  propriety  and  the 
fuccefs  of  the  King's  counfels.  They  believed 
fomething  more  was  due  to  them  than  juil  to 
be  called  upon  to  execute  and  carry  through 
what  others,  to  whom  it  did  not  belong, 
and  with  whom  they  had  no  communications, 
advifed,  and  proje(5i:ed.  Can  any  one  deny 
this  to  be  the  language  of  fenfe,  and  reafon, 
and  the  nature  of  the  conftitution  ? 

If  the  manner  in  which  the  affair  of  the 
Regency  was  produced,  the  hiftory  of  whicl^ 
is  now  no  fecret,  gave  thefe  Minifters  room 
to  think  the  King's  confidence  was  not  where 
it  ought  to  be,  the  event  has  juftified  their 
opinion.  But  what  was  their  conduct  on 
that  occafion  ?  They  would  not  rejed:  a 
falutary  meafure,  becaufc  they  were  not  tha 
firft  advifed  with  upon  it :  they  adopted  the 
fcheme  with  all  that  duty  that  it  became 
fubjed:s,  as  well  as  fervants,  to  receive  the 
motions  of  the  King's  paternal  care  of  his 
people  and  family  ;  they  even  admitted  a^ 
part  of  it,  whrch,  whoever  advifed,  gave  bad" 
and   hazardous  counfel  to  the  Crown ;  and 

they 
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they  are  hardly  to  be  excufed  for  yielding,  i 
dare  fay  againfl  their  opinion,  to  a  deviation 
,from  the  only  compleat  model  upon  record, 
pf  the  moft  |-ecent  and  refpecftable  authority, 
in  fuffering  a  propofition  to  be  made  for  ar\ 
unexampled  encroachment  upon  the  moft 
inherent,  moft  fundamental,  and  moft  eflential 
rightsof  Parliament,  and  a  dangeroiisprecedent 
for  an  addition  to  the  pretenfions  of  the  Crown, 
by  entrufting  to  the  fole  and  fecret  nomination 
of  the  Prince  upon  the  Throne  (who  may  not 
always  be  fo  worthy  of  confidence  as  his 
prefent  Majefty)  the  appointment  of  the 
perfon  to  exercife  the  regal  authority  for,  it 
may  be,  not  only  a  long  minority,  but  an 
unhappy  fucceftion  of  them.  Will  this 
Writer  himfelf  fay  that,  in  this  inftance,  the 
late  Minifters  ^ew  in  the  face  of  their  Royal 
Majler  f 

Does  he  then  mean  that  they  did  it,  by 
an  amendment  that  was  made  upon  the  firft 
draught  of  the  Bill,  and  was  authorifed  by 
a  meffage  figned  with  the  King's  own  hand, 
only  to  give  the  Princes  of  the  blood  a 
certain  place  in  the  council  of  Regency,  as 
the  great  offices  of  State  do  to  thofe  who 
hold  them  ?  This,  lean  conceive  to  have 
been  thought  a  flying  in  the  face  of  the 
Favourite,  who  was  thereby  put  to  wait 
till  a  vacancy  ftiould  happen  in  the  number, 
before  he  could  be  named onQ  of  the  Council. 
6  But 
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But  as  the  amendment  was  an  indifpenfabl?8 
;a6t  of  juftice  and  of  duty  to  the  Royal 
Family  itfelf :  fo  for  the  prefent  difappoint* 
ment  it  occafioned  to  Lord  Bute,  of  ^ 
frimary  objcd  of  the  bill  as  Jirft  concerted^ 
perhaps  to  be  a  fort  of  eventual  entail  of 
power  or  influence;  I  believe  the  late 
Minifters  may,  with  great  fafety,  take  their 
trial  by  their  country. 

If  the  WriteJL  of  the  Letter  thinks  there 
■  yet  remains  to  -fupport  his  charge  oijlying 
in  the  face  of  the  King^  the  other  amendment 
made  to  obviate  a  doubt  ftarted  concerning 
the  extent  of  the  Royal  Family,  in  regar4 
to  the  capacity  of  being  Regent,  he  may 
pleafe  to  rccollecft,  that  the  doubt  which 
forced  the  amendment,  did, not  fpring  from 
any  member  of  the  adminiftration,  an4 
though  the  Secretary  of  State  who  brought 
in  the  Bill,  did  afterwards  propofe  the 
amendment,  which  was  unanimoufly  agreed 
to,  he  did  it  not  till  after  he  could  have, 
and  certainly  had  the  communications, 
which  were  underftood  to  be  his  authority 
for  offering  the  alteration;  nor  even  quite 
fo  foon  as  he  might,  after  he  had  thefe  : 
for  fo  far  was  he  from  being  precipitant, 
that  our  Letter- writer  may  have  information 
from  Lord  Bute  himfelf,  that  he,  fitting  in 
the  houfe,  preffed  Lord  Halifax  to  propofe 
the  limiting  words  a  day  before  ke  did  i^, 

and 
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and  for  this  reafon  did   he  prefs  it,  as  he 
himfelf  faid,  that  it  would  make  an  end  of 
the  debate,    and  becaufe   he    knew  he  t/jen 
had  the  authority  for   doing   it.     There  i$ 
furely  therefore,    as   little  ground   fbr    the 
charge  in  this  article;    and  if  the   amend-' 
ment  was  afterwards  confidered  as  difagree- 
able  any  where,  and  therefore  caufed  to  be. 
amended,  perhaps,   with  more  of  indelicacy' 
than  of  true  refpe£l  both  to  the  King,  and 
his  family,  the  Minifters  (hewed  themfelvesi 
ready    and    Jealous   to    enforce    and   make- 
cffed:ual    the   fuppofed   compliment  to   his 
—  becaufe  it  was  urged  under  that  notion. 
"  The  annals  of  the  late  adminiflration  do 
not  furnifh  another  ad:  which  our  Author 
can  charge  to  his  purpofe,  except  the  removal 
of  Mr.  Mackenzie,    the  brotner ;    and   of 
Lord   Holland,    the   coadjutor,     and   trufty^ 
counfellor  of  the  Favourite,  unlefs  it  be  that' 
they  agreed   all  to   go  out  together,    rather - 
than  any  one  of  them  to  enlift  under  Lord 
Bute's  banner:  which  I  fancy  the  Writer  of 
the    Letter   has  an  eye  to,  as  one  of  thefe 
Jlrange  and  unnatural    connexions  to   which 
Parties  often  owe  their  Jlrength. 

Thefe     removals,     and     efpecially     Mr. 
Mackenzie's,    I    have   admitted   was  flying' 
ill  the  face  of  the  favourite:  it  touched  him 
in  the  apple  of  his  eye,  and  was  both  the 
iign.and  the  completion  of  Rebellion  againft 

him 
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him :  ttie  Minifters  thereby  deckfed  oj3en 
war  againft  tbat  influence,  and  avowed 
they  did  fo.  But  when  was  this  done  ? 
Not  till  after  the  flornm  of  Lord  Bute's 
Vengeance  had  broke  upon  their  heads  for 
daring  to  deny  their  dependence  upon,  and 
prefumihg  to  renounce  allegiance  and  fub- 
jed:ion  to  him.  They  had  got  their  dif-^ 
million,  though  the  counfels  of  the  fecret 
jidvifers  were  fo  prepofterous,  that  no  pro* 
vifion  was  made  for  a  fuccellion  of  the 
Miniflry. 

The  Minifler,  as  his  reward  for  concluding 
the  bufinefs  of  the  feffion,  was  to  forward 
his  own  removal,  by  an  adjournment  of  the 
Parliament,  till  an  arrangement  of  fuccefTors 
could  be  fettled.  Their  places  were  brought 
to  market :  but  they  bore  no  price :  there 
\i^ere  no  bidders.  Then  they  were  called 
back,  and,  if  what  is  generally  faid  be  true* 
at  the  very  moment  that  a  treaty  was  flill 
going  on  with  offers  of  the  adminiftration. 
to  others,  not  clofed,  but  even  continued 
after  the  recall.  Thus  faved,  if  it  could  be 
fo  called,  only  becaufe  none  were  then  found 
to  take  their  room,  they  once  more  took  a 
frelh  leafe,  as  they  had  done,  after  the  like 
negociation,  in  September  1763,  and  the 
facrifice  of  Mr.  Mackenzie,  fealed  the  new 
bargain,  which  was  infifted  upon  for  the 
declared  purpofes  that  have  been  mentioned. 

They 
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ifhey  went  no  farther,  and  it  was  going  nc> 
great  length  ;  far  from  carrying  things  with 
a  high  hand,  when  the  humihation  mufi 
have  been  enough  almoft  to  admit  of  any- 
thing. It  was  a  fort  of  a  futther  trial  to 
enforce  the  pde&a  convent  a  againft  the 
Favourite^s  influence,  the  infrad:ions  of 
which  they  had  feen  and  felt. 

This^  to  be  fure,  had  the  appearance  of 
giving  a  blow  to  the  Favourite :  but  the 
wounded  ferpent,  from  the  inftant,  rallied- 
his  ilrength,  and  returned  to  the  charge  i, 
aiKl  one  moment  was  not  loft,  from  the 
time  of  the  apparent  reconciliation  and  re- 
eiAahlilhment  of  the  old  Miniftry,  till  their 
total  overthrow  was  accomplifhed.  The 
interim  was  a  perfecft"  fede  vac  ante  y  nothing, 
done,  nor  indeed  could  be  done  in  fuch  a 
iituation,  except  giving  away  fome  things*. 
that  fell,  by  the  difpolition  of  which  the. 
Minifter^  could  not  but  fee  the  power  was 
departed  from  them.  So  that  it  may  be: 
truly  faid,  Mr.  Mackenzie's  removal  was. 
almoft  th«  laft  ad  of  the  late  Miniftry. 

For  this  fad:,  clearly,  they  were: executed,, 
when  their  reprieve  expired.  Neither  their 
p.ublic  conduct,  nor  the  private  charad:ei» 
of  any  of  them,  had  the  leaft  hand  ia^ 
their  deftrucftion :  They  did  not  die  for. 
violations  of  liberty ;  to  expiate  general 
warrants,  feizure  of  papers.,    rejiridions  of 

the 
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the  Pf^ivi/egey  and  fecurity  of  Tarliainent  * 
reftraint  on  the  Freedom  of  the  Prefs, 
rigorous  crown  profecutiofts  -,  informations  for 
conJlru6five  contempts ;  effoins^  privilege ^  and 
other  ohJiru£lions  to  the  courfe  of  jujiice, 
Thefe,  with  all  their  attendants  and  con- 
feqiiences,  whether  juftly  or  unjiiftly  laid 
at  their  door,  does  not  matter  to  the'prefent 
purpofe,  were  blafls  which  they  had  wea- 
thered: and  they  could  not  with  any  reafoa 
come  as  charges,  at  leaft  from  the  grand 
enemy. 

It  was  not  their  unpopularity,  nor  Canada 
Bills,  the  Manilla  ranfom,  the  De?nolition  of 
Dunkirk,  encroachments  in  the  fjhing  of 
Newfoundland,  or  difturbances  in  the  fettle- 
ments  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  i:\othing  of 
the  foreign  fyflem,  or  domeflic  management  of 
affairs,  that  haftened  thefe  Miniflers  to  their 
end.  They  were  not  offered  up  to  the 
complaints,  the  cries,  nor  the  wifoe's  of  the 
people.  Neither  were  they  vidlims  to  the 
refentment  oi  f  reign  courts^  as  fometimes' 
has  been  the  fate  of  Miniffers:  for  the 
Minifters  refident  here,  from  thofe  powers,  ' 
whofe  averfion  would  not  be  a  bad  rula 
for  our  choice,  were  foolifh  enough  at  the 
tiAie  openly  to  fpeak  out  their  apprehenlions 
of  a  change,  declaring,  in  a  manner  as 
infolent  as  indecent,  but  that  (hould  indeed 
give  us   a  Icffoa,    if  we  had  ears  to  hear, 

that 
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that  tkeir  courts  \yould  confider  the  re- 
inflating  of  Mr.  P.  as  little  fhort  of.  I 
declaration  of  war,  and  would  prepare 
ihemfelves  accordingly. 

The  late  adminlftration  had  not  failed  iii 
what  is  commonly  called  the  King's  fer-i 
vice  :  one  feflion  was  got  over  after  another; 
a  great  and  growing  majority  ;  deferters  daily 
coming  in ;  following  the  /oaves  and  the J^J^es: 
and  oppofition  dwindled  into  nothing,  by 
tTie  impatience,  unfleadinefs  and  incapacity 
of  its  rotten  part. 

If  this  be  a  true  ftate  of  the  cafe,  and  in 
truth  it  is,  let  any  found  thinking  perfoii 
only  a(k  his  own  mind,  what  reflecftions  it 
prefents  to  him  ?  What  comfort  does  a 
change  of  adniiniftration  for  fuch  a  caufe',' 
under  fuch  circiimftances,  and  by  fuch  in- 
Aruments,  miniflerlo  the  people  of  England  ? 
Can  it  give  any  fatisfadiion  even  to  thofe 
who  mod  wiflied  for  a  change  of  Miniftry?^ 
Men  long  to  fee  government  once  more 
fefume  its"  wonted  flability  and  dignity  r* 
even  the  fooHQi  thirll  of  novelty  has  almofl' 
been  fa'tiated,  we  have  had  fo  many  changes : 
r  believe  the  feals  have  one  way  or  other 
riiifted  Hands  eight  or  ten  times  within  thefe 
two  or  three  years.  But  at  this  rate  nothing' 
can  be  permanent. 

There  was  a  wifh  for   a  change  of  the 
Minillry  :  but  a  change  on  fuch  a  principle 

VOL.  III.  C^  as 
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as  this  has  been  made  is  onlj  more  to  be 
regretted,  than  the  continuance  of  the  thing, 
that  was  itfelf  difliked.  Parties  produce 
changes,  and  we  exped:  them  as  the  natural 
efFe<5l  of  a  natural  caufe ;  nor  do  we  defire 
to  be  without  parties  to  occafion  changes. 
I  do  not  mean  parties  in  principle ^  which 
are  diftrefs  and  ruin  ;  but  parties  in  opiniofi, 
in  friendfhips,  connections,  and  attachments. 
Parties  of  that  fort  are  but  ventilators  to 
fan  the  conftitution,  and  purify  adminiftra- 
tion.  They  overturn  one  another  by  fupe- 
riority  of  strength,  excellence  of  fyftem,  or 
advantage  in  abilities ;  and  while  thefe 
things  hold  the  balance  of  power,  oppofition 
will  itfelf.be  a  means  of  fafety,  and  an  in- 
flrument  of  the  public  good.  The  conteft 
muft  both  regulate  and  eftimate  the  con- 
tenders :  and  the  rife  and  fall  of  Minifters,. 
in  fuch  a  cafe,  will  moft  probably  be  for 
tlie  true  interefl  of  the  nation,  as  thofe  will 
prevail  who  have  the  moft  influence,  that  is, 
ll:and  beft  by  their  country,  are  ableft  to  ferve 
her,  and  adopt  the  moft  approved  meafures. 

But  when  a  Favourite  lords  it  over  every 
thing,  all  Parties  are  loft  in  the  vortex  of 
his  power,  all  alike  debafed  and  funk.  No- 
thing can  (hine  but  from  the  refledtion  of 
his  favour:  fycophants  and  paralites  only 
afcend  :  all  contention  is  occupied  in  ftudy- 
ing  his  will,  and  courting  his  fmiles.     He 

■       '        choofes 
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choofes  thofe  who  will  befl  ferve  him:  and 
inftead  of  adtors,  we  have  puppets  :  the 
Minifters  of  the  Crown  are  the  flaves  of  a 
minion  ;  obedience  to  whom  is  the  only  teft 
of  fitnefs,  and  fupplenefs  the  befl  quahti- 
cation  for  employment.  .This  we  have  {q^w 
fully  verified  before  our  eyes.  'a 

The  fall  of  the  late  Miniftry,  proveii. 
what  it  was.  that  made  them  ftand  fo  long 
againft  all  the  extemal  fhocks  they  fuffered  ; 
it  fhews  what  will  make  any  p/i'f'r  undergo 
the  fame  fate  that  they,  at  lafl,  did.  They 
lived  by  permiflion,  and  were  extinguilhed 
by  a  puff  of  the  fame  breath  that  gave  thenx 
exiflence*  .,; 

The  heft  adminiflration  has  lefs  fecurity 
«igainft  this  invijible  power  than  the  worfl ; 
and  there  can  be  no  good  one  that  will 
not  fin  after  the  fimilitude  of  that  offence 
\vhich  proved  mortal  to  the  laft.  This 
fecret  lever  will  move  the  flrongefl  building- 
that  does  not.  reft  upon  the  odious  founda- 
tion of  Favour itifm,.  In  September  1763, 
one  fhake  was  given;  but  as  there  might 
then  be  hopes,  the  judgment  was  fufpended, 
to  try  the  fruits  of  that  fevere  admonition 
to  repentance  :  in  May  1765,  the  flroke  was 
more  violent,  becaufe  the  iniquity  was  by 
that  time  come  to  a  defperate  height  :  and 
la(l  of  all,  the  meafure  being  full,  the 
execution  of  the  fentence  of  excifion  could 
no  Jonger  be  delayed. 

QjX  There 
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There  are  Miniflers  whofe  energy  tlie 
nation  has  experienced,  and  to  them  theiff 
•confidence  is  attached.  They  defire  to  fee 
the  glorious  names  reflored,  that  can  give 
weight  to  our  counfels,  and  force  to  our 
treaties:  whofe  credit  will  engage  tho 
alliances  of  our  friends,  and  their  terroK 
awe  the  difpofitions  of  our  enemies.  Thefe 
might  preferve  peace  abroad,  and  bring 
back  domellic  tranquillity ;  fettle  things  upoi> 
a  found  bottom,  and  improve  the  ftate  of 
quiet,  to  make  provision  for  the  evil  day, 
when  the  clouds  that  ar^e  always  gathering 
may  chanpe-  to  break.  The  remonilrances 
and  reprefentations  of  fuch  Miniflers  would 
not  need  to  be  often  repeated  in  any  court 
in  Europe.  But  while  their  inflexibility, 
and  the  Favourite's  power  continues,  our 
hopes  are  cut  off. 

One  might  naturally  enough  afk  here^ 
"vvhat  guarantee  the  prefent  Minifters  have 
got  ?  Have  they  gone  to  the  only  office 
there  is  to  enfure  them  ?  Or  do  they  tako 
the  rifk  upon  them felves  ? 

This  Writer  tells  us,  thofe,  now  in  the 
great  pofls  of  the  kingdom,  owe  their  prefer- 
ment to  Lord  Temple*a  declining,  and  to 
the  Duke  of  B — df- — d's  contimdng  in  fuch 
a  behaviour^  as  no  private  man  could  have 
fuffered  in  any  one  oflns  inferiors. 

So  far  I  muft  agree  with  this  Writer,  that 
7  the 


APPENDIX.  529 

the  choice  of  the  new  Miniftry  was  involun^ 
tary.  Certainly  others  refufed  before  they 
had  it  in  their  power  to  accept.  Even  they 
themfelves,  we  are  (to  fpeak  in  our  author*^ 
ftile)  ajjuredy  did  refufe  only  thrice  before 
they  accepted  :  not  indeed,  it  may  be  believed 
from  any  relu6lance  to  batten  upon  the  good 
things  of  government,'  but  from  a  confciouf- 
nefs,  that  in  thefe  circumflances,  it  was 
likely  to  turn  as  little  to  their  own  account, 
3:s  it  feemed  to  be  for  any  good  purpofe  to 
the  publick. 

So  often,  if  what  is  faid  be  true,  and  it 
has  not  been  denied,  did  the  new  Minifters 
decline;  and,  as  it  is  added,  they  very  earneftly 
prefled  the  firft  recufants  to  ferve  under 
the  Favourite's  undeniable  lieutenant,  who 
was  originally  held  out  as  the  general  under 
whom  they  were  to  enlift.  A  better  proof 
Could  not  be  given,  that  they  only  defired 
to  profit  of  greater  flrcngth  than  their  own, 
to  fecure  a  portion  of  office  to  themfelves. 

Thefe  things  are  by  no  means  new.  It 
is  rarely  we  fee  rhen  great  enough  to  decline 
the  employments  of  the  State,  when  the 
means  are  not  left  of  ferving  their  country. 
But  more  commonly  we  find  people  out  of 
ofHce,  only  becaufe  they  cannot  by  any 
^eans  get  into  it :  and  thefe  are  always 
ready  to  run  into  Court  on  tne  firfl  opening 
of  tne  door ;  leaving  behind  them  all  they 

profeft. 
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profeft,  wlien  without,  that  they  may  be 
the  more  nimble  for  their  new  fervice. 
This  was  remarkably  the  cafe  three  and 
twenty  years  ago — [i'742] — and  has  been 
often  fince,  upon  limilar  occaiions.  It  is 
therefore  no  wonder  it  fliould  be  fo  now. 
It  will  always  be  the  fame,  with  the  fame 
perfons,  as  long  as  they  live,  and  with  all 
of  a  like  fort.  The  only  maxim  many  are 
governed  by,  is  to  follow  the  carcafe,  as  all 
ravens  da.  Weather-cocks  and  Jlop-gapSy 
even  to  a  nick-name,  are  ever  at  hand  :  and 
the  example  of  the  old  teaches  the  young : 

Sic  placet.  An  melius  quishabetfuadereffecunda 
Rat  em  occupare  quid  moramur  alite? 

Thus  iias  an  eagernefs  to  have  overcorne 
the  fears  of  takings  and  the  fufpicions  of 
not  being  able  to  hold:  and  thus  we  have  got 
a  Miniftry  infpite  of  itfelf,  if  I  may  borrov«, 
the  words  of  the  Letter :  a  new  Minijlry 
begot  by  the  Favourite's  refentment  againft 
the  old^  upon  the  hunger  of  their  fuccefTors ; 
and  by  many  yet  thought  to  be  little  better 
t\\2iViJiill-born,  It  is  however,  the  form  of 
a  Miniftry,  or  will  be,  if  it  gets  time  to  be 
compleated.  How  the  Promethean  fire  is 
to  be  brought  down  from  heaven  to  animate 
it,   I  know  not. 

Our  complaint  againft  the  new  Minifters 
is  not  for  what  they  have  done,  but  that 
nothing  has  ever  been   done  by  them,   to 

give 
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give  us  room  to  expedl  any  thing  from 
them ;  and  that  they  have  undertaken  what 
they  confefs  they  are  not  able  to  do.  At 
this  rate,  we  may  take  half  a  dozen  grena- 
diers out  of  the  guards,  and  make  Minifters 
of  them,  and  with  this  fort  of  language 
amufe  the  people,  till  the  nation  is  undone. 

The  tone  was  the  fame  when  Lord  Bute 
took  the  lead,  with  his  chofen  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  Give  him  but  a  trial; 
do  not  judge  him  before  he  has  done  good 
or  evil.  We  have  feen,  and  (hall  ever  have 
reafon  to  lament  the  effects  of  that  blejfed 
adminiflration.  But  there  is  this  difference 
too  between  the  two  cafes  :  thofe  who  were 
hired  to  trumpet  Lord  Bute's  praifes,  cried 
him  up  as  a  man  of  incomparable  (though 
they  were  then  unknown)  abilities.  He 
had  formed  the  King,  and  none  fitter  to 
govern  the  State.  Thefe  people  are  fo  much 
the  more  wonderful  in  their  excefs  of  folly, 
that  they  confefs,  and  proclaim  their  own 
ability.  They  bear  witnefs  againft  them- 
felves,  and  their  witnefs  muft  be  true  :  out 
of  their  own  mouths  they  are  condemned. 

Did  they  not  refufe  the  admmiftration 
over  and  over  again,  becaufe  they  owned 
they  were  not  equal  to  the  charge  ?  Whence 
got  they  their  new  light?  Their  language 
ever  fince  they  came  into  office,  is  a  wifh 
that    Lord  Temple    and    Mr.  Pitt    would 

relievf 
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relieve    them    of  the  weight  they  cannot' 
fufljain. 

y/e  have  feen  in  our  own  day,  the  hkei^ 
thing  to  an  interregnum  in  adminiftration, 
an  abfolute  blank  in  the  Miniftry,  the  King 
keeper  of  his  own  Seals  for  three  months : 
but  as  it  was  a  iingular  incident,  and  marked 
a  very  extraordinary  fituation  of  affairs,  fo  it 
produced  indeed  marvellous  effe(fls — an  ad- 
miniftration of  unparalleled  harmony,  and 
the  mofh  firm  and  glorious  that  ever  exifled  ; 
the  fame  of  which  will  refound  to  the  lateil 
ages,  as  long,  as  there  remains  a  faithful  page 
of  hiflory  to  record  its  illuflrious  a<fts.  There 
was  at  leafl  as  little  hazard  of  late,  as  at  the 
period  alluded  to,  if  an  unaccountable  fatality 
Kad  again  driven  us  to  fo  uncommon  a  chafni. 
The  wound  would  foon  have  clofed,  without 
leaving  a  fear  where  the  fhaft  pafled :  and, 
the  confequences  might  have  been  defir^bje^ 
and  happy,  as  in  the  former  inftance. 

\  An  ignorant  or  unfkilful  fteerfman  canpot 
be  lefs  perilous,  and  will  probably  be  more 
deflrucflive,  than  the  want  of  one  altogether. 
Of  the  firfl  the  event  fhall  tell ;  the  laft  neede4 
not  at  all  to  have  been  the  cafe,  and  would  not 
l>ave  been  it  long ;  though  thefe  generous- 
Ijparted  gentlemen  had  not  flown  fo  haftily  tQ 
the  rudder.  Little  was  required  of  them  :  it 
was  only  to  let  it  alone;  the  fittefl  thing,  at 
any  rate,  for  them  to  have  dope.     Had  they 

been 
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^been  wife  enough  to  have  taken  that  part,  it 
needs  no  divination  to  fay,  and  it  may  without 
any  doubt  be  affirmed,  what  would  have 
happened.  The  malady  would  foon  have 
worked  its  own  cure  :  all  obflacles  would 
have  been  effecflually  removed ;  and  an 
adminiflration  fettled  upon  a  found  bottom, 
fatisfad:ory  to  the  people,  and  for  the  real 
benefit  of  the  nation. 

We  know  the  Cabinet  has  been  poifoned 
with  Lord  Bute's  fyftem  j  and  that  this  has 
been  one  of  the  great  obftacles  in  the  way  of 
getting  back  to  the  public  fervice  thofe 
Minifters  to  whom  the  eyes  of  all  England 
look.  Indeed  the  fyftem  was  taken  up,  as 
the  beft  method  of  expelling  them,  in  order 
to  compafs  Lord  Bute's  great  objedl,  of 
engrofllng  the  whole  power  of  this  country: 
into  his  own  hands  :  and  difficult  as  it  might 
have  appeared  to  be,  to  fall  upon  a  fyftenv 
that  could  have  inverted  the  ftate  of  this 
country,  in  the  midft  of  the  unanimity  and' 
fuccefs,  in  which. Lord  Bute  found  us,  when* 
he  firft  came  upon  the  political  ftage,  he  was. 
wonderfully  fuccefsful  in  his  attempt,  to  get 
pofleffion  of  the  reins  of  government. 

For  that  Lord  Temple  and  Mr.  Pitt  were, 
forced  from  the  King's  counfels,  by  an  advice 
of  which  the  declaration  of  war  againft  Spain 
was  a  moft  ample  vindication,  thcJugh  it  was 
a  laboured  apology  for  oppofmg  it.    For  that 
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the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  after  having  hecn 
induced  to  concur  in  chafing  away  Mr.  Pitt, 
was  himfelf  difmifled  with  ignominy,  to 
leave  in  fole  pofleffion  the  Favourite,  whom 
his  Grace  had  thought  fit.  ^  by  an  a^  of  his  own, 
to  bring  into  a  minifterial  office,  to  counter- 
balance the  weight  of  Mr.  Pitt.  For  that  we 
got  2L  glorious  iped.ce,  and  bought  from  ourf elves 
an  approbation  of  it,  becaufe  we  were  not 
able  to  carry  on  a  war,  the  fucceffes  of  which 
had  almoll:  made  an  end  of  its  expence.  For 
that  we  diflblved  our  natural  alliances  abroad, 
and  renounced  all  connections  with  the 
common  caufe  of  Liberty,  and  the  indepen- 
dency of  Europe,  becaufe  we  are  powerful 
enough  to  fland  alone,  againfl  the  moft 
formidable  union  we  ever  faw  of  our  enemies. 
For  that  a  door  was  opened  without  dif- 
tincftion  at  home  to  all  the  enemies  of  the 
K — 's  family,  becaufe  that  was  the  only  way 
to  root  out  Jacobitifm,  and  to  introduce  into 
places,  thofe  who  feemed  to  think  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  a  Stuart,  to  which  their  new 
loyalty  was  confined,  was  the  next  thing  to  a 
reign  of  that  name.  And  with  all  thefe  Lord 
Bute  might,  for  ought  I  know,  have  yet 
been  the  Minifler  himfelf,  if  his  want  of 
courage  had  not  done  more  for  us  than  our 
©wn  virtue. 
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'     ORIGIN  OF  HEREDITARY  NOBILITY. 

A  HE  celebrated  civilian,  Francis  Hotoman, 
who  was  one  of  the  moft  learned  men  of 
his  age,  gives  us  the  caufe  of  making 
hereditary  the  order  of  Nobility  in  France. 
In  his  work,  entitled  Franco-Gallia,  which 
is  now  very  fcarce,  written  in  the  year  1574, 

he  fays, 

**  We  mufl  not  omit  making  mention  of' 
**  the  cunning  device  made  ufe  of  by  Hugh 
•*  Capet,  for  eftablifliing  himfelf  in  his  new 
•*  dominion. — [Of  Kingof  France,  j;7/zo 987.] 
♦*  For,  whereas,  all  the  magiftracies  and 
**  honours  of  the  kingdom,  fuch  as  Dukedoms, 
**  Earldoms,  &c.  had  been  hitherto^  from 
**  antient  times,  conferred  upon  fekB  and, 
*  *  deferving  perfons  in  the  general  conventions 
**  of  the  people,  and  were  held  only  during 
*y good  behaviour  ',  whereof  (as  the  lawyers 
*•  exprefs  it)  they  were  but  benejiciaries : 
**  Hugh  Capet,  in  order  to  fecure  to  himfelf 
**  the  affecftions  of  the  great  men,  was  the 
*^  frji  that  made  thofe  honours  perpetual  % 
*•  which  were  formerly  but  temporary:  and 
•*  ordained,  that  fuch  as  obtained  them  Ihould 
*'  have  zn  hereditary  right  in  them,  and  might 
**  leave  them  to  their  children. — Of  this,  fee 

**-  Francifcus 
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**  Francifcus  Conanus,  the  civilian,  commenf 
•*  ii.  chap,  ix.** 

It  is  lingular,  that  this  facffc  has  efcaped  the 
notice  of  moil  of  the  French  hiftorians. 


Account  of  the  T>uel  between  Mr,  Whateltp 
and  Mr,  Temple, 

FrorA  the  Public  Advertlfer,  of  September  4,,  1773- 

jMlS  Mr.  George  Whately,  the  banker,  has* 
hitherto  declined  difcoveringhow  the  letters  of 
MelTrs.  Hutchinfon  and  Oliver,  Governor  and 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  New  England,  were 
obtained  by  the  Bofton  fad:ion,  (by  which  his 
conduct  appears  highly  problematical,  if 
he  is  innocent,)  permit  me  to  communicate,, 
through  the  channel  of  your  paper,  the  ftory 
he  circulates  in  private,  although  he  chufes, 
for  reafons  beft  known  to  himfelf,  to  withhold 
it  from  the  public. 

Mr.  Secretary  Whately  died  in  June,  177^. 
In  the  Od:ober  following,  a  native  of  Bollon, 
refident  in  London,  not  a  hundred  miles  from 
Great  George-ftreet,  applied  to  Mr.  George 
Whately  for  fome  letters  he  had  formerly 
written  from  America  to  his  deceafed  brother. 
The  banker  immediately  produced  feveral 
parcels,  containing  letters  from  different 
American    gentlemen,    particularly    Meffrs. 

Hutchinfoa 
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H  utchmfon  and  Oliver.  The  wily  Boilonian, 
who  Is  an  inveterate  enemy  to  the  above 
gentlemen  (a  circumflance  then  unknown  to 
Mr.  Whately)  next  afked  his  permiflion  to 
periife  their  letters,  to  which  Mr.  Whately, 
not  fufpe<fting  any  harm,  readily  confented. 
The  Boftonian  was  then  left  in  the  room 
alone  until  he  had  fatisfied  his  curiofity.  Mr. 
Whately  does  not  charge  this  Boftonian  with 
having  conveyed  away  any  of  the  above 
Jett^rs,  but  he  abfolutely  avers  that  no  other 
perfon  had  accefs  to  them  from  the  time  of 
his  brother's  cjeath  to  this  inftant.  When 
therefore  this  Boftonian's  charatler,  as  well 
vts  former  condudt  in  life,  his  inveteracy  to  the 
letter  writers,  as  well  as  his  clofe  connedlion 
with  fome  of  the  leading  men  in  oppofition 
at  Bofton,  are  fully  confidered,  I  believe  tfeat 
no  one  will  be  at  a  lofs  to  unravel  this 
myflerious  affair. 


Trom  the  fame  of  Novanhcr  25 ,   1 773. 
T(?iV/(^//.  Bernard,  KNOx^^wiMAUDUiT. 

GDNTLEMEN* 

XaAD  I  not  been  in  the  country,  the' 
refutation  of  your  joint  perforfnance  would 
have  appeared  fgoner.     Though  I  was  not  the 

immediate 
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immediate  inftrument  of  bringing  to  light 
thofe  letters  which  have  opened  a  fcene  o£ 
villany  almoft  incredible,  yet  I  am  fo  par^ 
ticularly  acquainted  with  that  tranfa(flion  as 
to  affirm,  you  have  falfely  and  wickedly 
adduced  Mr.  Whately's  authorityj  to  charge 
it  upon  fome  gentleman  living  in  or  near 
Great  George-ftreet.  Why  you  fliould  fix 
upon  a  gentleman  there  particularly,  I  cannot 
conceive,  unlefs  it  be  that  fuch  a  gentleman 
had  the  honour  of  detecting  the  malefadlions 
.  of  the  corrupt  Bernard,  and  bringing  him  to 
(hame. 

;  To  put  you  to  filetice  at  once  I  affirm,  that 
the  letters  which  were  fent  to  Bofton,  have- 
not  fince  his  brother*s  death  been  in  the 
pofTeffion  of  Mr.  Whately,  the  banker, 
whom  you.ignorantly  call  George.  Let  him 
contradid  me  if  my  alTertion  be  untrue. 

If  it  would  anfwer  any  public  purpofe,  th^ 
gentleman,  who  really  procured  thofe  letters, 
and  whom,  with  all  your  little  low  united 
cunning  you  will  never  difcover,  would  not 
hefitate  to  declare  himfelf.  At  prefent  he  is 
content  to  enjoy  in  concealment  the  approbation 
of  all  good  men,  for  having  discovered  the 
wicked  authors  of  thofe  incendiary  informa- 
tions which  threatened  the  deftrudtionof  both 
countries.  The  fubtle  fpies,  the  fecret  traitors 
ftand  now  confell ;  and  the  mercenary  motives 
of  their  condud  are  manifejft.  The  Americans 

are 


APPENDIX.  259 

are  fully  fatisfied,  that  the  fewere  meafures  of 
this  country  arofe  from  thefe  mifinformations, 
which,  joined  with  a  convid:ion  of  our  having 
been  impofed  upon,  has  produced  a  mutual 
turn  to  reconciliation.  Thefe  are  the  happy 
confequences  of  the  dete(5lion  of  thofe  letters  ; 
confequences  which  youy  who  have  laboured 
equally  with  their  wicked  authors,  to  arm  the 
parent  hand  againjl  the  child ^  moil  cordially 
lament. 

The  natural  union  will  now  be  reftored — ' 
England  will  return  to  her  old  good-humour^ 
America  to  her  former  reverence  and .  af- 
fe(flion,  commerce  will  again  flourifh,  and 
we  fhall  {land  together  the  bulwark  of  religion 
and  liberty  againfl  the  world  in  arms.  The 
Bernards  and  the  Hutchinfons  will  be  the 
propitious  facrifices  to  feal  this  union,  and 
render  it  immortal. 

To  you,  Gentlemen,  thefe  events  are  as 
hateful  in  profpe<5t  as  they  will  be  fatal  in 
reality.  You  live  only  in  the  unnatural 
contention  between  the  two  countries.  Your 
interefls  therefore,  as  much  as  your  malignities, 
prompt  you  to  flir  it  up ;  and  to  purfue  thofe 
with  unremitting  rancour  who  endeavour  to 
compofe  it. 

Were  it  pofTible  your  induftry  could  point 

out  the  man  who  really  furniflled  to  America 

thofe  letters,  from  which   fuch  benefits  will 

happily  flow^  it  would  ferye  only  to  fix  the 

4  gratitude 
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gratitude  of  the  public  upon  its  proper  object; 
The  public  would  eredl  a  monument  to  hitti, 
borne  upon  the  fervile  heads  of  Bernard, 
Hutchinfon,  Oliver,  and  KnoX.  It  would 
thus  ftand  as  a  perpetual  memorial,  that  his 
teputation  was  rarfed  upon  the  bafenefs  and 
turpitude  of  the  common  enemies  to  England 
and  America. 

A  Member  of  VAtLLiAMEift, 


fto  the  Gentleman  whojtgn^  A  MembeA. 
OF  Parliament. 

jtVS  the  Gentlemen,  v/hom  your  Member- 
fliip  has  thought  fit  to  honour  with  your  corre- 
spondence in  the  Public  Advertifer  of  Novem- 
ber 25,  do  not  feem  to  think  your  compofition 
worthy  of  an  anfwer,  I  prefume,  from  fome 
knowledge  I  have  of  the  matters  on  which 
you- found  your  epiitle,  to  addrefs  you. 

You  pretend  indeed  not  to  be  **  the 
immediate  inftrument,"  but  only  privy  to 
it.  But,  fay  you,  that  privity  enables  you 
to  affirm  that  thefe  letters  were  never  in 
Mr.  Whately's  hands  iince  his  brother's 
death.  Mr.  Whately  cannot  pofitively  dif- 
prove  your  afTertion,  for  you  know  the  very 
nature  of  the  tranfa<ftion  precludes  any 
pcTiitive  evidence.     Such  evidence,  however, 

as 
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Ss  the  mattei-  will  tle^rf  mf?  XVhately  has 
given  iii  the  following  account,  which,  to 
the  b'eft  of  hiy  recolled:ipn,  correfponds  in 
every  material  circumftance  with  the  account 
which  Mr.  Whately's  candour  and  politenefs 
has  induced  him  to  repeat  to  fuch  Gentle- 
men ^ShiVe' applied  foi:  information  how 
tliefe  letters  came   to  be   publifhed. 

*  Somp  time  after  the  late  Mr.  Whately's 

*  de'ath,  Mr,  John  Temple  applied  to  Mr. 

*  Whately  the  Banker,  telling  him  that  he 

*  was  a  correfpondent  of   his   late  brother, 

*  and  has  he  had    in  the  courfe  of  the  cor- 

*  refpoilderice  exprefled  his  opinion  upon 
'  feveral  regulations   propofed   in  America, 

*  he   wiflied  to   perufe  them  again,    as  he 

*  expedted  to  be  called  upon  by  the  Miniflry 

*  to  give  his  fentiments   upon  that  fubje(5t. 

*  Mr.  Whately  brought     into    the  room   a 

*  large  file,,  indorfed  Ameriean  Letters^  and 
'  gave  them  into  Mr.  John  Temple's  hands 
*"  to  look  over,  who  faicj,  **  I  fee  here  are 
**  letters  from  Governor  Hutchinfon  and 
**  Mr.  Oliver,  and  fhould  be  glad  to  fee 
V*  what  they  have  wrote  upon  the  fame 
7  fubjed."  Mr.  Whately  gave  permiflion, 
•"and  being  prefently  after  called  out  of  the 
"^room,  left  Mr.  John  Temple  perufing  the 
«;  letters.     After  a  fhort  time,  Mr.  Whately 

*  returned  into  the  room,  when  Mr.  Temple 
'  thanked  him  for  his  politenefs,  and  went 

*  away.' 

VOL.  iiu  R  Mr. 
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Mr.  Whately  has  alfo  faid,  that  no  maft 
but  Mr.  John  Temple  has  had  any  accefs  to 
this  file  of  letters  fince  his  brother's  death. 
I  mean  only  to  relate  a  plain  ftory,  and 
whether  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  that  any  of 
thcfe  letters  have  been  taken  out  of  the  file 
or  no,  or  whatever  other  confequences  may 
be  deduced  from  it,  I  leave  to  your  Member- 
fhip  and  the  reader. 

New-England  Coffee-hou/e,      ■,  AN.TENOJl, 
Nov,  29,  1773.  -  '  •    , 


From  the  Public  Advertiser.   ;3i  * 

JTIAVING  read  in  your  paper  of  this 
d<iy  an  imputation  upon  my  characfter  imdei: 
the  fignatute  of  Ante  nor,  I  called  on  Mr» 
Whately  the  Banker,  whole  name  is  men- 
tioned, to  know  whether  he  had  authorifed 
that  charge,  or  avowed  the  truth  of  the 
pretended  faCls  on  w^hich  it  is  founded*. 
Mr.  Whately  totally  difclaimed  them,  and 
denied  that  he  had  authorifed  any  perfon 
to  life  his  name,  or  knew  the  writer.  I 
then  read  to  hirn  the  ftate  of  facfls  relative 
to  tne  in  the  faid  paper ;  all  of  which  he 
acknowledged  were  falfe,  except  that,  about 
ii  year  ago,  he  gave  me  fome  letters  of  my. 
own  J    \vtitt(*n     to    his    late    brother  when 

Secretary 


_.  \ 
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Secretary  to  the  Treafury ;  and  that  we  had 
together  read  fome  other  letters  from  Gen- 
tlemen in  America,  but  none  of  thofe  lately 
publiflied  of  Meffrs.  Hutchinfon,  Oliver^ 
Paxton,  &c.  which  Mr.  Whately  afliired 
me  he  had  never  feen  till  they  appealed  in 
print. 

Anonymous  attacks  are  not  to  be  regarded; 
but  if  no  notice  were  taken  of  them  when 
names  are  mentioned,  co?jceaIed  villains  might 
in  lome  meafure  anfwer  their  infamgu^ 
purpofes. 
Great  George-Street,  J.  TEMPLE*  _ 

Dec,  8,  i7;3.  '^^ 


From  the  Sa?ne\  . 

.177 
'1 

X,HA-Vj!'  hitherto  declined  publifhing  any 
thing  relating  to  the  letters  of  Governot 
Hutchinfon,  Mr.  Oliver  and  others  to  my. 
late  brother,  and  my  intention  was  not  to 
interfere  in  print  on  the  fubjed,  nor  have 
I  been  privy  to,  or  know  the  authors  of 
any  of  the  paragraphs  or  letters  that  have 
found  their  way  into  the  papers  oh  the 
occasion  ;  but  Mr.  Temple  by  his  publication 
of  this  day  Appears  to  me  to  make  me  a  party 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  calls  upon  me  to  {late 
the  proceeding  between  us,  left  my  filence 
(hould  be  conflrued  as,  an  aflent  to  that 
j^^-^^    .'  -    publiration. 
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publication.  Mr.  Temple  began  the  con- 
verfation  that  pafTed  between  us  yeflerday 
by  afking  if  I  was  privy  to  the  letter  under 
the  fignature  oFAntenor?  I  afTured  him 
I  was  not,  nor  did  I  in  the  leaft  know  the 
atithor.  He  proceeded  to  point  out  feveral 
particulars  in  the  ftate  of  fafts  as  contained 
in  that  letter,  and  to  which  he  objected ; 
fuch  as  his  declining  to  re-perufe  his  cor- 
refpondence  with  my  brother,  as  having 
therein  exprelTed  his  opinion  upon  feveral 
regulations  propofed  in  America,  and  being 
expedled  to  be  called  upon  by  the  Miniftry 
to  give  his  fentiments  upon  that  fubjed: } 
whereas  one  particular  letter  from  himfelf, 
with  a  paper  annexed  to  it,  was  the  obje(5t> 
of  his  fearch ;  nor  did  he  aflign  as  his 
motive  his  expe(5lation  of  being  called  upon 
hy  the  Miniflry  to  give  his  fentiments  on 
any  fubjecft,  and  that  the  letters  produced 
to  him  by  me  were  faid  to  be  on  a  large! 
lile ;  whereas  they  were  contained  in  feveral 
parcels ;  and  that  after  a  fhort  time  of 
ab fence,  upon  my  returning  into  the  room, 
-Mr.  Temple  is  faid  to  have  thanked  me  for 
my  politenefs,  and  to  have  gone  away ; 
whereas  he  ftayed  and  dined  with  me.  To 
thefe  obfervations,  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Temple,  I  was  far  from  making  any  objec- 
tloas ;  and  that  every  one  may  form  fuch 
judgment  as  may  be  thought  proper,  I  beg 

^  leave 
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leave  to  relate  every  tranfacfbion  between 
Mr.  Temple  and  myfelf  material  to  the 
prefent   point. 

Some  time  about  the  month  of  October 
in  the  laft  year  Mr.  Temple  applied  to  me, 
and  informed  me  that  he  wanted  particularly 
to  fee  a  paper  relating  to  the  colonies  he 
had  formerly  tranfmitted  to  my  brother, 
with  a  letter  from  himfelf  accompanying  it, 
and  that  he  believed  fome  of  the  letters  of 
Governor  Hutchinfon,  Mr.  Oliver,  and 
others  of  my  brothers  friends  in  America, 
might  probably  afford  fome  light  into  the 
objed:  of  his  inquiry.  Unknown  almoft  as 
Mr.  Temple  was  perfonally  to  me,  I  deemed 
the  friendfhip  my  brother  had  conftantly 
(hewn  him  intitled  him  to  every  afliftance 
in  my  power  for  the  purpofe  defired,  and  I 
therefore  made  no  fcruple  to  place  that 
confidence  in  him  as  to  lay  before  him,  and. 
occafionally  during  his  vifit  to  leave  with 
him  feveral  parcels  of  letters  from  my  late 
brother's  correfpondents  in  America,  in  the 
exadl  flate  in  which  they  had  come  into  my 
pofTefTion ;  fome  regularly  forted,  and  fome 
promifcuoufly  tied  together;  and  among 
them  were  feveral  from  Mr.  Temple  him- 
felf and  his  brother,  and  from  Governor 
Hutchinfon,  Mr.  Oliver,  and  others;  and 
during  the  intervals  that  I  was  in  the  room 
with  Mr.  Temple,  we  did  together  caft  our 

eyes 
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eyes  on  one  or  two  letters  of  Governor  "HuU 
chinfon,  and  I  believe  one  or  two  other  corre- 
fpondents  of  my  late  brother.  In  July  laft  I  re^ 
ceived  information  fromMr.Oliverof  Bofton, 
that  feveral  letters  to  my  late  brother  had 
"been  laid  before  the  AfTembly  of  the  pro- 
vince;  upon  which  I  waited  upon  Mr. 
Temple,  and  told  him  I  thought  myfelf 
intitled  to  call  upon  him  to  join  his  name 
with  mine  in  afTerting  the  integrity  and 
honour  of  both  of  us ;  that  he  and  he  only 
had  ever  had  accefs  to  any  of  the  letters  of 
my  brother's  correfpondents  in  America, 
and  that  I  was  called  upon  to  account  for 
the  appearance  of  the  letters  in  queflion. 
Mr.  Temple  affured  me  in  terms  the  molt 
precife,  that  (except  fome  letters  from  him- 
felf  and  his  brother,  which  he  had  from 
me  by  my  permiffion),  he  had  not  taken  a 
iingle  letter,  or  an  extradl  from  any  I  had 
communicated  to  him.  I  faw  him  twice  after- 
wards on  the  fame  fubjedt,  and  the  fame  afTu- 
rances  were  invariably  repeated  by  hini,  and 
confirmed  by  him  in  the  mofl  folemn  manner. 
The  fa6ls  as  above  ftated  with  refpcCt'  to 
Mr.  Temple's  perufal  of  my  brother's  letters 
I  have  related  freely  to  whoever  applied  to 
me  for  information,  and  given  every  body 
authority  to  quote  me  on  the  occafion  ;  and 
I  have  as  freely  repeated  the  affertions  and 
afTurances  Mr.  Temple  has  conltantly  given 

me 
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me  with  refpedl  to  himfelf ;  and  there  the 
matter  at  prefent  reds.  As  to  the  publi- 
cation under  the  fignature  ofANTENOR,  I 
know  not  who  is  the  author,  I  (hall  only 
obferve,  that  it  does  flate  **  that  I  did  pro- 
*'  duce  to,  and  leave  with,  Mr.  Temple 
^*  feyeral  letters  to  my  brother  from  Gover- 
*•  nor  Hutchinfon,  Mr.  Oliver,  and  others  of 
**  my  brother's  correfpondents  in  America.'* 
That  is  a  truth.  The  other  circumftances, 
to  which  Mr.  Temple  objected,  are,  ftricflly 
fpeaking,  liable  to  fuch  objections ;  but 
I  i^ver  that  I  n^ver  did  acknowledge  that 
the  ftate  of  fadts  relative  to  Mr.  Temple  in 
that  paper  are  all  falfe,  except  his  having 
from  me  fome  letters  of  his  own,  and  our 
having  read  together  fome  other  letters 
from  Gentlem^'n  in  America. 
Lombard'Jlrcet,  \yM..WHATELY* 


From  /he  FuBLic  Advertiser. 

Gret7t  George-Jlreet^  18  Dec,  1773. 

VV  HEN  the    malice    of  my  enemies,  by 
falfely   impeaching    my  charader,  had    put 
me  to   the   hazard  of  my   life,    I   flatt^re4.. 
myfelf   it    would    have    rcfted    filcnt    and 
fatisfied:  But  as  I  underfland   they  ar?  ilill; 
b^ify   with  my  reputation,    and  are    endea-* 

vouring 
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vouring  by  a  thoufand  mifreprefentatioBa 
to  deilroy  that  good  name,  which  to  me  is 
ineflimable,  I  am  compelled  to  trouble  the 
public  with  a  derail  or  thofe  circumftances 
which  obliged  me  to  appeal  to  the  fword, 
I  hope  to  fhew  that  my  conduct  in  fo  doing 
was  proper,  as  far  as  complying  with  a 
cuftom,  the  tyranny  of  which,  I  confefs,  I 
have  not  fortitude  to  reflfl,  can  be  juftified. 

It  is'  with  infinite    regret   I    find   myfelf 
obliged  to   mention  Mr.  Whately,  and  that- 
fometimes  in   terms  of  cenfure.     The  part 
he  took  in  the  queflion  made  me  feel  myfelf 
aggrieved  by  him.     He  anfwered  me  in  th^ 
field  like  a  man  of  fpirit  and  a  gentleman. 
It  is  with  pleafui;^,  I  do    this  juftice  to  his 
character. 

When  Mr.  Whately  was  apprized  of 
fome  original  letters  from  Gentlemen  in 
America  to  his  late  brother,  having  been 
fent  over,  and  made  public  at  Boflon,  be 
called  upon  me,  read  part  of  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Oliver,  complaining  of  the  publication 
of  his  letters,  and  mentioned  that  he  had 
given  me  accefs  to  fome  of  his  brother's 
letters  from  his  correfpon dents  in  America. 
He  accompanied  this  with  a  declaration, 
that  he  had  not  the  lead  fufpicion  of  me, 
and  did  not  know  that  thofe  publifhed  letters 
wefe  ever  in  his  poflfeflion ;  but  he  wiibed 
I  would   authorife  him  to  fay  1  bad  them 

not 
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not  from  him.  I  gave  Mr.  Whately  every 
alTu/ance  that  a  Gentleman  could  give,  that 
I  had  not  taken  any  one  letter,  nor  a  line  of 
one,  from  among  thofe  he  fhewed  to  me, 
but  fuch  as  he  faw  and  gave  me  leave  to 
take,  and  which  were  all  written  by  my 
brother  and  myfelf.  I  did  this  repeatedly, 
and  in  the  moft  explicit  terms.  Mr.  Whately 
appeared  perfecftly  fatisfied ;  and  I  own,  I 
did  not  expeift  he  would  have  mentioned 
that  tranfad:ion  again  in  any  manner  that 
could  throw  a  poflibility  of  fuipicion  on  my 
chara(fter.  For  in  my  apprehenfion,  when 
a  Gentleman  has  pledged  his  honour  to 
another,  to  infinuate,  or  countenance  a  fuf-. 
picion  of  him  afterwards,  leads  inevitably, 
to  the  confequences  which  have  attended, 
this  tranfadtion.  Some  time  after  this  ex-v 
planation  between  Mr.  Whately  and  myfelf^ 
feveral  paragraphs  appeared  in  the  News*., 
papers  highly  injurious  and  difhonourable 
to  me.  I  was  held  forth  as  a  monfler  of 
ingratitude,  ^nd  as  a  villain,  who,  under 
the  cover  of  friendfhip,  watched  for  an 
opportunity  when  Mr.  Whately's  back  was 
turned,  to  rob  him  of  papers  which  were; 
in  confidence  put  into  my  hands.  Of  thefe 
things  I  took  no  public  notice,  not  becaufe 
they  gave  me  no  uneafinefs,  but  becaufe 
I  knew  not  how  to  redrefs  myfelf.  A  fearch 
^fter  the  authors  of  them  I  conceived  wquIcJ 

be 
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be  vain.  Such  malevolent  attacks  cdiild' 
have  been  made  by  none  but  cowards,  whq 
would  take  care  to  conceal  themfelves.  It 
ibemed  impofTible  that  Mr.  Whately  could 
have  had  any  knou'ledge  of  the  authors,  or 
could  have  given  any  countenance  to  fuch 
afperfions,  after  the  fblemn  all'urances  which 
I  had  given  him  ;  rior  fliould  I  have  troubled 
him  on  the  fubjed:  if  his  name  had  not 
been  ufed  as  an  authority  to  fupport  thefe 
falfe  and  malicious  afTertiohs.  Thefe  writers 
artfully  fuppreiTed  three  very  material  cirr 
cumftances  in  their  reprefentations ;  that 
Mr.  Whately  did  not  know  the  letters  fent 
to  Bofton  were  ever  in  his  pofl'eflion  r  that 
of  thofe  which  he  piit  into  my  hands  none 
appeared  to  be  miffing,  which  could  not 
have  been  the  cafe  if  feventeen  letters,  and 
fome  of  them  very  long,  had  been  takers 
away;  and  that  I  had  given  him  every 
affbrance,  which  a  Gentleman  could  require 
or  receive,  that  no  fuch  letters  had  been 
taken  by  me.  Without  the  ufe  of  Mr. 
Whately 's  name,  the  charge  would  have 
had  no  efted;  upon  the  public.  That  Gen- 
tleman fuffered  the  unfair  and  injurious 
reprefentations,  under  the  fan  (ft  ion  of  his 
name,  to  pafs  unexplained.  I  did  expedt 
when  he  faw  the  purpofe'to  which  the 
men  who  gained  intelligence  from  him  were 
applying  it,    that   he    would  in  jufliee  to 

truth, 
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truth,  and  to  me,  Imve  flated  the  whole  as; 
above.  If  he  had  done  fo,  I  appeal  to  the 
judgment  of  the  public,  whether  any  fuf- 
picion  would  have  refted  upon  me,  or  any 
lerious  confequences  folio vved.  I  did  not 
afk  this  of  him,  becaufe  I  thought  he 
ought  to  have  done  it  unalked.  There  is 
an  indelicacy  in  urging  a  Gentleman  to 
do  that  which  is  his  duty,  and  owes  its 
merit  to  its  being  voluntary.  The  fufpicion 
againft  me  upon  fo  unfair  a  ftate  of  fadls, 
aided,  I  fuppofe,  by  the  private  flanders  of 
thofe  who  raifed  it,  fecretly  gained  ground ; 
and  on  the  8th  of  this  month  a  writer, 
under  the  fignature  of  Ante  nor,  renewed 
the  accufation  of  me  by  name,  vouching  it 
with  a  converfation  which  he  feems  to  have 
himfeif  he}d  upon  the  fubjed:  with  Mr. 
Whately. 

Under  fo  dire<fl  a  charge,  I  thought  it 
would  not  become  me  to  be  any  longer 
filent.  I  v/etit  with  the  paper  to  Mr. 
Whately,  and  received  from  him,  as  I 
imagined,  a  fatisfacftory  denial  of  th,ofe 
pretended  fa(fls  which  materially  fupported 
the  fufpicion.  This  I  made  public :  Mr. 
Whately  then  came  forward  with  his  name. 
He  omitted  to  ftate  what  was  folely  effential, 
that  he  did  not  know  the  letters  in  q^ieftion 
were  among  thofe  he  put  into  my  hands, 
^nd  that  none  of  thofe  with  which  he 
""'  hai 
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liad  entrufted  me  appeared*  to  be  mlfling, 
but  related  the  matter  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
ilrongly  to  corroborate  the  anonymous  charge, 
and  gave  me,  to  my  underftanding,  the  he 
direct.  They  who  have  any  feehngs  of 
honour  will  not  wonder  that  I  was  impa- 
tient under  fuch  an  imputation,  and  thought 
every  moment  miferable  till  I  had  called 
upon  him,  from  whom  I  received  fuch 
an  affront,  for  honourable  amends.  The 
Public  is  acquainted  with  the  fequel  :  But 
the  circumllances  of  that  affair  have  been 
fa  falfely  reprefented  to  my  difhonour,  that 
I  am  obliged  to  beg  a  moment's  indulgence 
till  I  ftate  that  tranfadtion  fairly. 

The  Gentleman  who  waited  upon  Mr. 
Whately  with  my  invitation,  told  him  he 
would  attend  me  as  a  fecond  if  Mr.  Whately 
would  have  one  on  his  part.  Mr.  Whately 
declined  having  any  fecond,  and  therefore 
I  brought  none.  He  appeared  at  the  place 
appointed  with  a  fword  only.  I  gave  him 
one,  of  my  piftols.  We  difcharged  them 
mutually  ;  mine  being,  at  his  requeft,  the 
firil,  without  effed;.  if  his  was  not  dire(n:ed 
at  me,  it  efcaped  my  obfervation.  I  then 
drew  my  fword,  and  approached  him,  who 
had  alfo  unfheathed  his,  with  a  perfuafion, 
grounded  on  his  coming  with  a  fword  only, 
when  the  choice  of  weapons  was  in  him, 
that  I   was  to  encounter  an  adverfary  much 

fuperiour 
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fuperiour  to  myfelf  in  (kill.  I  foon  found 
my  miftakej  and,-  as  far  as  I  could  reafon 
in  fuch  a  fituation,  determined,  by  wounding 
him  in  the  fword  arm,  to  end  the  bufinefs 
without  a  fatal  ftroke.  But  my  fkill  was  not 
equal  to  my  intention ;  it  foon  became  a 
flruggle,  inftead  of  a  regular  combat,  and 
I  could  only  avoid  making  a  full  lutige, 
which  probably  would  have  wounded  hinv 
mortally.  The  contortions  of  my  antagonift*s 
body,  during  the  ftruggle,  expofed  parts, 
which  in  a  regular  encounter  could  never 
have  been  touched.  Whert^he  turned  himfelf 
to  feize  the  blade  of  my  fword  with  his 
left-hand,  I  fuppofed  he  received  the  wounds 
in  his  left-fide  j  and  in  fome  violent  effort 
his  flioulder  mufl  have  been  expofed.  The 
extreme  fmallnefs  of  the  wound  in  that 
part  being,  as  I  am  well  informed,  a  mere 
pundlure,  proves  it  to  have  been  accidental. 
Had  my  purpofe  been  unfair,  I  fhould  have 
taken  the  life  that  was  in  my  power;  had 
it  been  mortal,  every  wound  would  not  have 
been  fuperficial,  and  one  only  dangerous, 
not  from  its  depth,  but  its  dire(5tion.  I 
iinderftand  it  has  been  faid  he  wis  down. 
In  fuch  circumftances  it  is  as  impoflible  to 
account  for  every  thing  that  happens,  as  to 
remember  every  thing  that  pafles.  But  of 
this  I  am  very  fure,  that  though  he  llipt 
once,  he  never  fell. 

It 
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It  is  proper  fo  apprize  the  reader*  thst 
I  am  unfortunately  very  deaf.  If  any  words 
of  accommodation,  as  has  been  reprefented, 
were  really  ufed  by  Mr.  Whately,  I  did 
not  hear  them.  They  who  expert  coolnefs 
in  the  midft  of  fuch  a  conflictt,  and  deli- 
beration in  the  moment  of  a  deadly  poinf 
being  at  one's  breall,  require  too  much.  It 
is  well  that  the  paflion,  which  rifes  faft  on 
fuch  an  occafion,  did  not  alter  imperceptibly 
my  general  determination  not  to  pufli  fo 
forcibly  as  to  make  a  deep  wound.  It 
is  with  confidence  I  can  affirm,  I  was 
not  guilty  of  any  unfair  ad:ion,  becaufe  1 
never  had  an  unfair  thought— nor  of  a 
cruel  one,  becaufe  my  purpofe  was  the 
reverfe. 

I  have  received  no  bodily  wound ;  but 
they  whofe  minds  can  feel  for  confequences,  < 
wtich  they  could  not  with  honour  avoid, 
will  underfland  me  when  I  fay,  that  I  have 
felt  thofe  wounds  which  far  furpafs  in 
anguifli  every  bodily  pain. 

The  anonymous  alTaffins,  who  have  been 
really  the  caufe  of  this  mifchief,  remain 
unknown  ;  but  time,  I  truft,  will  drag  them 
forth  to  the  punifliment  they  deferve. 

Of  thofe  to  whom  I  am   unknown,    the 
candid    and    honourable  are,    I  hope,   con- 
vinced,   that   the    injurious   charges    which 
have  been    brought  againft  me   are  totally 
y  without 
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.•without  foundation^ — With  thofc  to  whon^ 
1  am  known,  I  flatter  myfelf  the  conflanC 
tenour  of  my  life  has  rendered  a  defence  oE 
my  conduct  unneceiTary. 

I  have  but  a  few  words  more  to  fay  upon 
the  fubjed:. — As  Mr.  Whately's  narrative 
tends  to  confirm  the  fufpicion  of  my  having 
taken  from  him  the  letters  which  were  fent 
to  Bofton,  I  do  again  moft  folemnly  affirm^ 
that  I  neither  took  from  him  thofe,  nor  any 
other  letters,  but  fuch  as  were  written  by- 
my  brother  and  myfelf  to.  the  late  Mr/ 
Whately,  and  that  with  his  knowledge  and 
Qonfentj  nor  had  I  any  concern,  diredlly 
or  indiredtly,  in  procuring  or  tranfmitting 
the  letters  which  were  fent  to  Bofton.  , 

'":  J.  TEMPLE,; 


To  the  Printer  of  the  Public  Advertifelt 

•    ■  •  I- 

SIR,  ^ 

Jr  INt)ING  that  two  gentlemen  have  been 
unfortunately  engaged  in  a  duel  about  a 
iranfacftion,  and  its  circumftances,  of  which 
both  of  them  are  totally  ignorant  and  innocent, 
I  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  declare,  (for 
the  prevention  of  farther  mifchief,  as  far  as 
fuch  a  declaration  may  contribute  to  prevent 
it,)  that  I  alone  am  the  perfon  who  obtained 

and 
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ind  tranfmitted  to  Boflon  the  letters  in  queftidfli 
Mr.  W.  could  not  communicate  thetitj 
becaufe  they  were  never  in  his  pofTellion  j 
and,  for  the  fame  reafon,  they  could  not  be 
taken  from  him  by  Mr.  T.  They  were  not 
of  the  nature  oi  private  letters  between  friends: 
they  were  written  by  public  officers  to  perfons 
in  public  ftations,  on  public  affairs,  and 
intended  to  procure  public  meafures ;  they 
tvere  therefore  handed  to  other  public  perfons 
who  might  be  influenced  by  them  to  produce 
thofe  meafures  :  their  tendency  was  to  incenfe 
the  Mother  Country  againft  her  Colonies, 
and,  by  the  fteps  recommended,  to  widen 
the  breach,  which  they  effedled.  The  chief 
caution  expreffed  with  regard  to  privacy  was, 
to  keep  their  contents  from  the  Colony  Agents, 
who  the  writers  apprehended  might  return 
them,  or  copies  of  them,  to  America.  That 
appehenfion  was,  it  feems,  well  founded  j 
for  the  firfb  Agent  who  laid  his  hands  on 
them  thought  it  his  duty  to  tranfmit  them  to 
his  conilituents. 

Bk  Franklin,  Agent  for  the   Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives  of  the  Maffachufets-Bay  * 

Craven-Jlreetf  Dec,  2^,  ^773* 


%yom 
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From  the  Public  Advertiser. 

Cheam^  7th  'January,  1774. 

JLT  is  with  great  reluctance  on  my  part  that 
lam  again  called  forth  into  print  by  Mr.. 
Temple ;  but  the  letters  I  now  lay  before 
the  Public,  render  it  impoffible  for  me  to 
remain  filent.  The  following  letter  from 
Mr.  Temple  to  me  of  the  28th  of  Decem- 
ber was  tranfmitted  to  me  at  this  pla,ce  the 
day  following : 

SIR, 

THERE  are  fome  moft  villanous 
reports  propagated  againfl  me.  Your  con- 
finement, I  fuppofe,  muft  have  prevented 
their  reaching  your  ears.  It  is  faid  that 
you  fell  upon  the  ground,  and  when  in  that 
fituation,.  unable  to  defend  yourfelf,  that 
I  flabbed  you  in  the  back,  and  in  feverai 
other  parts  of  your  body.  Thefe  flories 
you  know  ta  be  falfe  :  You  therefore  are 
the  proper  perfon  to  remove  the  impreflions 
which  they  have  made  on  the  Public.  I 
afk  no  favour  of  you  :  my  condud:  requires 
none.  The  ftate  of  your  health  has  hitherto 
prevented  my  making  any  application  to 
you.  As  I  am  informed  by  your  furgeon 
that  you  are  now  much  better,  I  can  no 
longer,  in  juftice  to  myfelf,  poftpone  it. 
What  I  have  to  defire  of  you  is,  that  you 
VOL.  III.  S  will 
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will  inform  the  Public    whether   I  did   or 
did   not   in    every    refpecft  behave   to    you 
like  a  Gentlennan,  and  a  man  of  honour. 
I  am.  Sir, 
Your  moft  humble  fervant. 
Great  George-Jlreet,  J.  TEMPLE. 

28th  D^r.  1773. 
T<?  William  What^ly,  Efq. 

I  defired  my  brother  to  return  the  follow- 
ing anfwer  before  I  had  feen  Mr.  Templets 
publication,  dated  the  i8th,  but  given  tp 
the  Public  the  30th  of  December. 

SIR,  December  2()thy  1773. 

MY  brother    this    day    received    your 

letter  of  the  28th  December,  in  which  you 

Tequire   him  to   inform  the  Public  whether 

you  did  or  did  not  in  every  refpedl  behave  to 

him  like  a  Gentleman,  and  a  man  of  honour. 

*If  on  a  cooler  confideration  you  fhould  inform 

me  that  you  ftiU  perfift  in  your  defire,   and 

mean  to  compel  him  to  lay  the  affair  befoi:^ 

the  Public,   1  am  to  affure  you,  that  as  foon 

as  his   health   is  fufficiently    re-eftabliflied, 

he  cannot    on  his  own   account    have  any 

objection.     At  prefent  he  is  at  his  furgeon's 

houfe   in  the  country,   and  in    too   weak   a 

flate  to  attend  to  this,  or  any  other  bufinefs, 

I  am,  your  moft  humble  fervant, 

JOSEPH  WHATELY. 

P.  S, 
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P.  S.  A  letter  may  probably  come  to  my 
hand  the  fooner  for  being  dired:ed  to  me  at 
my  brother's  in  Lombard-ftreet. 

Mr.  Temple's  anfvver  to  my  brother  was 
as  follows  : 

SIR,  Great  George-Jlreet ,  3  \Jl  Dec .  1773. 
I  REQUIRED  that  juftice  from  your 
brother  which  one  Gentleman  has  a  right 
to  expe6l  from  another.  You  have  anfwered 
me  with  an  infulting  letter.  Had  your 
brother,  when  he  faw  my  chara(5ler  attacked 
by  a  fet  of  anonymous  aflaflins,  under  the 
fandtion  of  his  name,  flated  to  the  Public 
the  whole  truth  concerning  me,  neither  my 
reputation  would  have  fuffered,  nor  ihould 
we  have  been  forced  into  a  perfonal  contefl. 
If  he  choofes  to  purfue  the  fame  condu(5t 
relative  tp  the  new  falfehoods  which  have 
been  with  the  mofl  wicked  induilry  circulated 
to  my  dishonour,  the  cerifure  of  it  muft 
reft  upon  him.  As  to  compelling  him  to 
a  publication,  it  is  my  wifh  that  he  (hould  be 
under  no  compulfion,  but  that  of  a  true 
fenfe  of  what  is  juft  and  honourable.  You 
fpeak  of  cooler  confideration  on  what  -I 
have  requefted.  Sir,  upon  the  cooleft  con- 
iideration  I  repeat,  that  I  aflc  no  favour  of 
him.  I  expected  juftice :  He  has  denied 
it,  confcious  of  my  innocence.  I  therefore 
now  fet  him  at  defiance,  and  am  ready  to 
meet  his  appeal  to  the  Public  whenever  he 

s  a  pleafes, 
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pjeafes,  firmly  relying  upon  that  juftice  from 
them  which  he  has  thought  proper  to  deny. 
I  am.  Sir,  Your  mojfl  humble  fervant^ 

J.  TEMPLE. 
Your  letter  was  not  left  at  my   houfe  till 
late  laft  night,  or  it  fhould  have  been  fooner 
anfwered. 

This  letter  makes  it  a  matter  of  neceffity 
with  me  minutely  to  relate  the  whole 
tranfa(flion. 

It  was  about  one  o*clock  on  Saturday  the 
iith  of  December,  that  Mr.  Izard  called 
upon  me  in  Lombard-ftreet,  and  informed 
me  that  he  waited  on  me  on  a  very  dif- 
agreeable  affair  relating  to  his  friend  Mr. 
Temple.  He  then  produced  the  News^ 
paper  containing  my  publication,  and  point- 
ing out  thefe  words  **  that  is  a  truth,'* 
informed  me  that  that  affertion  was  the 
part  to  which  Mr.  Temple  objedted  and 
denied,  and  which  he  infilled  on  my  re- 
trad:ing.  I  think  I  need  fcarce  add  that 
this  was  refufed  on  my  part;  upon  which 
Mr.  Izard  delivered  me  the  letter  containing 
Mr.  Temple's  challenge,  and  appointing 
the  meeting  to  be  at  four  o'clock  that  after- 
noon at  the  Ring  in  Hyde-Park.  Upon 
my  giving  my  anfwer  into  Mr.  Izard's 
hands,  he  afked  if  I  propofed  having  any 
friend  to  accompany  me ;  and  on  my 
informing  him    I    never   chofe   to    involve 

others 
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others  in  my  own  difficulties,  we  parted. 
I  cannot  help  obferving  in  this  place,  and 
whoever  refers  to  the  words  of  my  former 
publication  muft  agree  with  me,  that  I 
deemed  myfelf  called  forth  by  Mr.  Temple 
not  for  any  reprefentation  given  by  me  of 
our  laft  converfation,  but  for  an  alTertion 
originally  and  freely  made  by  me  from  the 
beginning,  and  invariably  continued,  and 
which  contained  a  fa  (ft  I  muft  neceflarily 
(viewing  the  affair  in  any  light)  moft  fin- 
cerely  wi(h  had  never  happened,  and  which 
therefore  nothing  but  a  fenfe  of  truth  could 
have  induced  me  to  declare.  Unfkilled,  and 
altogether  unprad:ifed,  as  I  make  no  fcrtiple 
to  declare  myfelf  in  the  ufe  of  arms,  and 
the  (hortnefs  of  the  time  not  admitting  of 
any  purpofed  preparation,  I  provided  myfelf 
with  the  only  weapon  I  had  at  hand,  which 
is  the  reafon,  and  the  only  reafon,  that  I 
appeared  on  the  fpot  with  the  fword  only. 
Upon  Mr.  Temple's  expreffing  himfelf  that 
he  prefumed  I  had  piftols  about  me,  I  told 
him  I  had  not :  but  that  if  he  was  provided 
with  fire  arms,  I  was  willing  to  fhare  his 
arms  with  him ;  and  upon  his  fixing  upon 
the  fpot,  he  delivered  to  me  one  of  his 
piftols,  and  bid  me  take  my  diftance.  I 
retired  a  fmall  fpace,  and  delired  to  receive 
his  fire,  which  he  gave  me  without  efFe<ft. 
I  then  pointed  my  piftol  in  ^  line  with  my 

antagonifl's 


a62  'APPENDIX. 

antagonifb*s  body,. -but  purpofely  raifed  con- 
fiderably  above  his  head.  Mr.  Temple  then 
drew  his  fword ;  I  did  the  fame.  He  foon, 
took  occafion  to  obferve  to  me,  that  he 
perceived  I  was  no  fwordfman,  which  I 
readily  confelTed.  Early  in  the  conteft  he 
feized  my  fword  with  his  left  hand,  and 
bid  meaflc  my  life.  I  peremptorily  refufed, 
and  a  flight  effort  difengaged  us.  I  very  foon 
had  him  at  the  fame  advantage.  I  had  his 
fword  fecured  in  my  left  hand,  and  my  own 
fword  at  liberty  ;  when  I  bid  him  not  to  afk 
his  life,  but  to  take  it  unafked.  We  were  again 
difengaged,  and  foon  I  once  more  availed  my- 
felf  of  another  opportunity  to  feize  his  fword, 
and  again  I  bid  him  take  his  life  unalked.  He 
proceeded  on  each  of  thefe  occafions  as  not 
hearing  me,  at  leafl  he  made  no  reply.  I 
am  far  from  unwilling  to  make  allowance 
for  the  infirmity  of  my  opponent.  After 
this  I  made  no  further  effort  to  feize  his 
fword,  but  continued  to  acfl  on  the  defenlive 
only,  though  on  feveral  occafions  many 
parts  of  his  body  appeared  to  rny  judgment 
to  be  unguarded,  and,  with  fecurity  to  my- 
felf,  open  to  my  attack.  My  condud:  was 
fo  obvioufly  defenfive,  that  it  was_  even 
noticed  by  Mr.  Temple,  to  whom  I  made 
no  other  reply,  than  that  I  fhould  defend 
my  life.  The  contefl  continued ;  the  coun- 
tenance of    my  antagoniij:  ,ft:ill    forrietimes 

bearing 
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tearing  ftfongly  thfe  marks  of  paflion  and 
rage.  It  was,  I  pre  fume,  under  fome  fuch 
unhappy,  ungovernable  influence,  that  late 
in  the  affair,  and  not  long  before  we  were 
parted,  he  declared  he  would  put  m^  to 
death;  But  in  this  part  of  my  narrative  let 
me  add,  that  he  never  appeared  to  me  to 
make  any  long  lunge  at  me.  One  or  two 
horfemen  and  fome  perfons  on  foot  were 
foon  afterwards  at  no  great  diftance,  and 
making  up  to  us,  and  my  foot,  in  retreating* 
happening  to  flip,  I  fell  firft  on  my  fword 
hand,  and  then  on  my  left  hand  ;  and  before 
I  could  recover  myfelf,  feveral  perfons  were 
near  to  us.  Mr.  Temple  flepped  up  to  me, 
and  faid  we  fhould  meet  again,  and  even 
propofed  then  to  withdraw.  I  do  not  recoil 
ledt  that  I  returned  any  anfwer;  in  a  little 
time  Mr.  Izard  came  up  to  us,  and  now 
finding  my  lofs  of  blood  was  confiderable, 
and  that  my  breaft  was  affe<fted  in  a  manner 
that  made  me  draw  my  breath  with  difficulty, 
I  accepted  Mr.  Izard*s  offer  to  take  his 
coach,  which  was  then  in  the  Park,  and 
near  at  hand,  to  convey  me  to  Mr.  Sanxay*s, 
or  Mr.  Davenport's,  my  furgeons.  In  our 
way  to  EfTex-flreet  on  my  mentioning  to 
Mr.  Izard  fome  circum fiances  of  the  affair, 
and  particularly  my  having  twice  hold  of 
my  adverfary's  fword,  and  the  ufe  I  made 
qi  thofe  fituations^  h^  fuggcfted  that  it  would 

be 


264  APPENDIX. 

be  better  to  fay  nothing  of  the  duel,  alledging 
that  Mr.  Temple  was  a  man  of  that  violence 
of  temper,  that  if  any  mifreprefen  tat  ions 
were  to  get  abroad,  which-  is  always,  more 
Of  lefs,  the  cafe,  it  might  induce  him  to 
renew  it.  The  only  anfwer  I  could  make, 
and  the  only  anfwer  i  did  make,  was,  that 
I  had  neither  a  motive  or  wifh  to  conceal 
the  duel.  Mr.  Izard  ftayed,  and  was  prefenl 
with  me  at  Mr.  Davenport's,  during  the 
greateft  part  of  the  time  employed  in  drefling 
my  wounds  ;  and  I  took  opportunities  to  de- 
clare that  I  did  not  pretend  to  be  a  judge  of  the 
points,  which,  in  the  eye  of  the  world, 
conftitute  fair  or  unfair  fighting,  and  there- 
fore did  not  take  upon  me  to  accufe  Mr. 
Temple  of  unfair  proceeding,  meaning  by 
a  declaration  thus  couched,  to  referve  to 
myfelf  my  own  fentiments.  Mr.  Temple 
has  called  for  thofe  fentiments,  and  I  mean 
they  fhould  be  intelligibly  conveyed  in  the 
narrative  I  have  given,  and  the  evidence 
accompanying  it,  with  refpedl  to  fuch  of 
my  wounds  as  are  lingular,  particularly  one 
pn  my  left  fide,  a  little  above  my  hip, 
which  I  underftand  mufl  have  been  in  con- 
fequence,  not  of  an  oblique  but  of  a  direct 
thnifl:,  tending  to  the  center  of  the  body, 
and  one  on  the  back  part  of  my  left  fhoulder. 
I  declare,  I  know  not  when  I  received  thefe 
hurts;  I  neither  faw  nor  felt  the  fword  at 
6  the 


the  time  they  were  given  :"I  mtift  therefore 
lay  it  before  the  Public,  and  appeal  to  the 
teflimony  of  others,  who  happened  to  be 
cye-witnefles,  pr.  daft  give  information  of 
the  tranfa(5lion,  and  to  the  declaration  of 
Mr.  Davenport,  "Whcj^trft  drefled  my  wounds. 

BEING?  caUed  upod 'td  declai-e  the 
number  and  fituation  of  the  wounds  which 
Mr/Whately  received  in  a  litte  duel,  I  do 
declare  that  there  were  five  only  which 
demanded  the  attention  of  a  furgeon,  or 
required  dre flings.  ^ 

Three  of  thef^  were  in  the  front  of  the 
body,  viz.  one  on  the  inferiour  part  of  the 
right  breafl,  one  a  little  below  the  collar- 
bone of  the  left  fide,  the  third  on  the  pit 
of  the  ftomach ;  this  lafl  only  was  important., 

With  regard  to  the  other  two  wounds, 
one  was  fituated  rather  below  the  middle 
of  the  left  fide  of  the  body;  the  other 
behind,  about  the  center  of  the  left  fhouldef 
blade.  -. 

EJfex-Jlreet,  R.  DAVENPORT. 

Jan.^dy  1774.  ,.       ■ 

I  have  trefpafTed  much  on  the  reader's 
patience.  I  have  only  to  add,  that  as  all 
fort  of  intercourfe  (whether  hoflile  or  ami- 
cable) between  Mr.  Temple  and  myfelf, 
is  at  an  end  for  the  remainder  of  our  lives, 

I  hope 
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I  hope  and  I  triift,  I  fhall  never  again  hive 
occafion  to  addrefs  the  Pubhc  relative  to 
this  untoward  event. 

WILLIAM  WHATELY* 


From  the  Public  Advertiser* 

JIT  is  my  duty  to  declare  to  the  Public^ 
that  Mr.  Whately  has  miftaken  my  words. 
I  have  been  acquainted  with  Mr.  Temple 
many  years,  and  never  thought  his  temper 
violent;  I  therefore  could  never  have  faid 
that  it  was.  I  have  always  thought  him  a 
perfon  of  the  ftricTteft  honour,  and  poffefTed 
of  fuch  proper  fpirit,  as  to  chaftife  any 
man  who  (hould  prefume  to  countenance 
the  fufpicion  of  It.  Mr.  Whately  told  me, 
that  he  received  Mr.  Temple's  fire,  and 
then  difcharged  his  piftol  in  the  air  -,  that 
Mr.  Temple  difarmed  him,  and  defired  him 
to  afk  his  life,  which  he  refufed  to  do ; 
that  he  then  difarmed  Mr.  Temple,  and  told 
him  to  take  his  life  unafked.  I  thought 
there  was  an  impropriety  in  Mr.  Temple's 
drawing  his  fword,  after  Mr.  Whately  had 
difcharged  the  piflol  in  the  air  j  and  in  his 
renewing  the  fight,  after  having  difarmed 
his  antagonift.  I  therefore  defired  Mr. 
Whately  to  be  cautious  of  propagating  cir- 

cumftancQS 
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cumftances  which  might  tend  to  throw  any 
difhonoiir  on  my  friend,  as  I  was  apprehen- 
iive  it  might  be  the  means  of  compelhng 
him  a  fecond  time  to  call  him  to  account. 
Mr.  Temple  has  flated  the  whole  tranfacflion 
to  the  Public  in  fo  full  and  fitisfadtory 
a  manner,  that  1  hope  he  will  give  himfelf 
no  more  trouble  about  it.  Confcious  of  the 
honourable  part  which  he  adted  through 
the  whole  or  this  bulinefs,  he  has  defpifed 
the  reports  which  have  been  circulated.  I 
confefs  they  alarmed  me;  efpecially  when 
I  was  informed  that  they  were  to  be  fupported 
by  affidavits.  I  had  too  good  an  opinion  of 
Mr.  Temple,  to  give  the  leaft  credit  to  any 
injurious  reports  ;  but  if  two  men  had  fvvorn 
that  they  faw  him  Jiabbing  Mr.  Whately  in 
the  backy  and  in  feveral  other  parts  of  his 
body'y  when  he  was  fallen  on  the  ground ^  and 
unable  to  defend  himfelf,  (which  were  the 
reports  circulated  againfl  Mr.  Temple,)  I  fear 
thdt  he  would  have  borne  through  life,  a 
characfter  very  different  from  the  one  he 
deferves.  The  trifling  and  ridiculous  decla- 
rations, tOqomx.  a  fat  large  Gentleman ^  and  a 
lean  one,  have  totally  removed  my  fears. 
One  of  the  declarations  I  know  to  be  falfe  : 
If  therefore  the  reft  contained  any  thing 
material  againfl  Mr.  Temple,  which  is 
very  far  from  being  the  cafe,  the  Public 
would  judge  what  credit  ought  to  be  given 

to 


268  APPENDI}^. 

to  them.  I  was  at  the  diftance  of  about 
three  hundred  yards  from  my  coach  at  the 
time  the  piftols  were  difcharged.  The  tefti- 
mony  of  my  fervants  will  not,  I  truft,  be 
thought  neceffary  to  fupport  this  circum- 
flance.  As  Mr.  Whately  fpeaks  of  having 
lofl  much  blood  and  of  his  breaji  being  affeBed 
in  a  manner  that  made  him  draw  his  breath 
with  difficulty,  it  may  be  imagined  that  he 
knew  himfelf  to  be  much  wounded  at  the 
time  I  offered  him  the  ufe  of  my  coach.  I 
declare,  upon  my  honour,  that  I  then  afked 
him  4f  he  was  wounded,  and  his  anfwer 
was,  he  had  a  fcratch  on  his  face,  and  as 
there  was  fome  blood  on  the  fide  of  his  fhirt, 
he  knew  that  he  was  wounded;  but  thopght 
the  hurt  very  trifling,  as  he  felt  no  pain. 
This  he  repeated  to  me  feveral  times  in  the 
coach,  but  never  gave  me  the  moft  diftant 
hint  of  his  having  fallen,  or  of  receiving 
any  unfair  treatment  from  Mr.  Temple. 
The  unufual  exercife  which  he  had  juft 
been  engaged  in  might  probably  have  occa- 
fioned  a  (hortnefs  of  breath. 

When  Mr.  Whately  was  Gripped  at  the 
furgeon*s,  and  faw  his  wounds,  he  thought 
them  of  fuch  little  confequence,  that  he 
feemed  only  defirous  of  concealing  the 
fcratch  on  his  face  from  his  mother,  in 
whofe  company,  he  faid,  he  expedted  foon  to 
be — I  think  that  night.     He  fpoke  in  per- 
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fecfl  good  humour  of  Mr.  Temple,  hoped 
that  he  was  not  wounded,  and  defired  that 
I  would  let  him  know  whether  he  was  or 
not.  I  told  him  that  if  Mr.  Temple  was' 
wounded,  I  would  inform  him  of  it  as  foon 
as  I  went  home ;  and  if  he  did  not  hear 
from  me  that  night,  he  might  conclude 
Mr.  Temple  was  not  hurt.  Mr.  Whately 
was  not  fatisfied  with  this,  but  defired  me 
to  write  to  him,  and  inform  him  whether 
Mr.  Temple  was  wounded  or  not.  When 
I  arrived  at  my  own  houfe,  I  found  Mr. 
Temple  there,  and  had  the  fatisfadtion  of 
hearing  from  him,  that  the  only  hurt  he 
received,  was  a  flight  fcratch  in  the  hand. 
I  immediately  wrote  to  Mr.  Whately  j  but 
as  I  thought  the  affair  entirely  at  an  end,  I 
did  not  keep  a  copy  of  my  letter.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  anfwer  I  received. 

DEAR  SIR,  nth  Dec.  Evening, 

It  is  with  fatisfadtion  I  learn  that  Mr. 
Temple  has  received  no  hurt,  and  am  obliged 
to  both  of  you  for  your  anxiety  on  my  account, 
/  do  not  imagine  there  can  be  the  leajl  room 
for  any  apprehenjions  from  the  trifling  hurts 
J  received, 

I  am,   dear  Sir, 

Your  mofl:  humble  fervant, 
WM.  WHATELY. 
(Dire^ed  to  Ralph  Izard,  Ef^.) 

I  think  it  right  to  lay  thefe  fad:s  before 

the 
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the  Public,  that  they  may  form  what  judg- 
mtnt  they  think  proper. 

Berner's-Jlreet,  Jan.  8,  1774.     R.  IZARD, 


From  the  Same, 


IT  was  not  till  I  had  feen  Mr.  Whately's 
Jajft  publication,  that  I  could  prevail  on 
myfelf  to  think  him  any  other  at  heart  than 
an  honeft,  well-meaning,  though  a  weak 
man,  under  very  bad  influence.  That  pub- 
lication has  fully  fettled  the  matter  in  my 
mind.  Having,  with  a  facred  regard  fo 
truth  and  candour,  already  fubmittcd  to  the 
Public  a  circumftantial  account  of  the  late 
affair  between  Mr,  Whately  and  myfelf,  it 
would  "be  only  an  unneceffary  repetition  to 
point  out  the  mifreprefentations  in  his 
account  of  that  affair.  1  fliall  only  obferve, 
that  Mr.  Whately  might  have  fpared  him- 
felf  the  trouble  of  writing  the  laft  paragraph 
of  his  narrative;  as  it  always  has  been,  and 
ftill  continues  to  be  my  determination,  to 
have  as  little  concern  and  intercoyrfe  as 
pofhble  with  any  but  men  of  truth  and 
honour.  His  friendfliip  and  enmity  I  hold 
in  equal  contem.pt. 

Great  Qeorge-Jlreet ,  Ja?!.  9.     J.  TEMPLE. 

f  From 
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From  /i?^  Public  Advertiser,  of 
February  10,  1774. 


To  Alexander  Wedderburne,  Efq, 

OU  ftated  as  a  facfl,  in  your  late  fpeecH 
before  the  Privy  Council,  that  Dr.  Frankha 
fent  the  letters  in  an  anonymous  cover, 
with  injun(5lions  of  fecrecy,  written  in  a 
hand,  however,  well  known  there;  not  to 
the  Speaker,  as  officially  he  ought  to  have 
done,  but  to  private  perfons.  From  hence 
you  draw  a  conclufion,  that  he  was  con- 
icious  of  villany,  and  afhamed  of  having 
it  known. 

The  weaknefs  of  this  ftating,  were  it 
true,  would  defeat  the  wickednefs  of  the 
conclufion.  How  could  you  fuppofe  a  man 
would  expedt  concealment  from  fuppreffing 
his  name,  if  his  hand  were  well  known ; 
or  if,  by  fome  ftrange  confufion  of  ideas,  he 
did  think  himfelf  concealed,  to  what  end 
fhould  he  enjoin  fecrecy  ?  Wherefore  fhould 
he  have  wilhed  for  concealment  ?  Was  there 
fuch  terror  in  the  hatred  of  thofe  he  detedled, 
Mr.  Hutchinfon  and  Mr.  Oliver?  Could 
he  poffibly  have  conceived  that  any  fet  of 
.^inifters  would  be   fp   weak   and  wicked 

as 
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as  to  perfecute  him  for  a  meafure,  which 
miniftered  to  them  the  faireft  opportunity  of 
healing  gracioufly  thofe  unhappy  divifions 
with  which  they  were  perplexed  in  the 
extreme  ? 

But  what  will  your  hearers,  what  will  the 
w6rld  think  of  you,  when  I  affirm,  that 
the  whole  of  what  you  ftated  was  an  abfo- 
lute  falfehood?  I  defy  you  to  prove  a  word 
of  it.  I  'feel  the  harfhnefs  of  the  terms  I 
ufe,  but  I  appeal  to  every  one  who  heard 
you,  whether  the  language  you  uttered 
intitles  you  to  be  treated  like  a  gentleman  ? 

The  letters  were  inclofed  to  the  Speaker; 
that  which  accompanied  them  was  figned 
by  the  Agent ;  nor  was  there  a  fingle  in- 
junction of  fecrecy  with  regard  to  the 
fender.  He  apprehended  that  the  imme^. 
diate  publication  of  them  would  raife  the 
popular  indignation  fo  as  to  be  fatal  to 
the  writers.  Out  of  humanity  to  them  he 
deiired  tRey  might  not  be  made  public. 

Dr.  Franklin's  declaration  was  the  next 
fubjecSt  of  your  abufe.  You  enveighed 
againft  it  as  marking  the  mofl  inhuman 
apathy  that  the  imagination  could  conceive, 
made  to  infult  over  the  diftrefs,  and  aggra- 
vate the  wounds  which  his  villany  had 
occafioned. 

Let  us  flate  the  fadl,  and  fee  how  far  it 
will  fupport  the  charge. 

On 
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On  the  8th  of  December  a  letter,  under 
the  fignature  of  Anterior y  accufed  Mr.  Tem- 
ple of  difhonourably   taking  the   letters    in 
queflion    from,  Mr.  Whately,    whofe  name 
was  vouched  for   the  truth  of  the   charge. 
The  next  day  Mr.  Temple's  accufer  appeared, 
declaring   Mr.  Whately 's  concurrence    with 
him   in    denying  the    fa<Sl;s    on   which  the 
charge  was  founded.     So  far  was  there   in 
this  ftage  of  the  bufinefs  an  appearance  of 
any  quarrel  likely  to  happen  between  thefe 
two  Gentlemen,  it  feemed  as   if  they   were 
united  in  contradicting  a  malignant,  anony- 
mous   accufation  :    But  on  the    1 1  th    Mr. 
Whately  contradidied  Mr.  Temple,  and  at 
four  o'clock  that  day  the  duel  was  fought. 
What  time  or  opportunity  was  there  here  for 
the  intervention  of  Dr.  Franklin,  efpecially  as 
Mr.  Temple's  challenge  was    grounded  oa 
the  other's  flatly  denying  what  he  had  given 
to  the  Public  under  his  hand  ?     The  original 
caufe  too  of  the  difpute  was,  Mr.  Whately *$ 
having  given   rife  to    and    countenanced    a 
moft   falfe,    unjufl,    and    cruel    accufation 
againfl  Mr.  Temple. 
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Duel  befween  Lord  Georgb  Germain, 
and  Governour  Johnstone. 


vyN  the  fourleenth  of  December,  1770, 
Lord  George  Germain  made  a  motion  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  a  better  attend- 
ance of  the  Members;  and  faid,  that  what 
he  had  been  urging  was  for  the  honour  of 
the  nation,  m  which  he  declared  he  greatly 
interefted  himfelf.  Governour  Johnftone, 
in  reply,  faid,  that  he  was  furprifed  the 
Noble  Lord  (hould  intereft  himfelf  in  the 
honour  of  his  country,  after  he  had  been 
fo  regardlefs  of  his  own.  Lord  George  did 
not  hear  the  words  fpoken  by  Governour 
Johnftone,  being  gone  out  of  the  Houfe, 
but  he  was  informed  of  them  by  his  friends  ; 
he  was  forry,  he  faid,  that  he  had  miffed 
the  opportunity  of  making  an  inftant  repli- 
cation ;  but  that,  however,  he  would  take 
proper  notice  of  it. 

On  Monday  the  17th  of  December,  1770, 
Governour  Johnftone  was  attending  the 
Committee,  who  were  fitting  on  the  petitions 
relative  to  the  embankment  at  Durham- 
yard,  when  Mr.  Thomas  Townlhend,  (now 
Lord  Sidney,)  canie  to  him,  and  defiring 
to  fpeak   with  him,  took  him  into  another 

^  .  room. 
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room,  where  he  told  him,  after  making  a 
very  polite  and  gentleman-like  excufe,  as  to 
what  fhare  he  had  in  the  bufinefs  he  came 
upon,  that  the  reflection  he  had  caft  on 
the  charad:er  of  Lord  George  Germain, 
though  not  heard  by  himfelf  at  the  time, 
had  been  communicated  to  him  by  his 
friends ;  and  that  in  confequence,  Lord 
George  had  begged  of  him  to  wait  on 
Governour  Johnflone,  to  defire  he  would 
retra<ft  what  he  had  faid ;  that,  for  his 
own  part,  he  fhould  be  exceedingly  forry 
to  have  a  quarrel  happen  between  two  Gen- 
tlemen whom  he  knew,  and  for  whom  he 
had  a  great  refpedt,  and  therefore  hoped, 
to  prevent  the  confequences,  Governour 
Johnflone  would  retradt  what  he  had  faid 
refpedting  Lord  George.  The  Governour 
faid  it  was  very  true,  he  had  made  ufe  of 
fuch  and  fuch  expreflions  in  the  Houfe^ 
that  they  conveyed  his  opinion;  and  that 
he  would  maintain  and  fupport  it.  Upon 
which  Mr.  Townfhend  faid,  in  that  cafe. 
Lord  George  demanded  the  fatisfadiion  of 
a  Gentleman  from  him ;  which  the  other 
declared  he  was  ready  to  give  his  Lprdlhip 
at  any  time*  Mr.  Townfhend  then  faid. 
Lord  George  was  in  an  adjoining  room,  and 
if  the  Governour  pleafed  they  would  go  to 
him.  The  Governour  affented  ;  and  Mr. 
Townfliend  conveyed  him  to  the   room   in 

T  a  which 
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which  Lord  George  was  waiting.  Lord 
George  repeated  the  caufe  of  quarrel,  ^nd 
the  demand  of  fatisfadtion,  which  the  other 
acquiefced  in;  and  defired  his  Lordfhip 
would  appoint  his  own  time  and  place. 
Lord  George  then  mentioned  the  Ring  in 
Hyde-Parl^ ;  and,  as  in  affairs  of  this  kind, 
all  times  were  alike,  the  prefent  was,  in 
his  opinion,  as  good  a  one  as  any.  Gover- 
nour  Johnftone  entirely  agreed  with  Lord 
George  as  to  the  place ;  but  faid,  that  as 
he  was  now  attending  his  duty  in  a  Com- 
mittee, on  a  fubjedt  he  had  very  much  at 
heart,  he  hoped  the  meeting  Lord  George 
an  hour  hence  would  make  no  difference. 
Lord  George  faid,  no;  and  then  fpoke  as 
to  feconds,  informing  the  Governour  at  the 
fame  time,  that  he  had  defired  Mr.  Town- 
fhend  to  attend  him  in  that  light.  Gover- 
nour Johnflone  faid,  there  was  little  occafion 
for  feconds,  and  that  tlierefore  Mr.  Town- 
fhend  fhould  fland  in  that  light  as  to  both 
of  them.  Governour  Johnflone  further  faid, 
that  as  he  had  at  that  time  an  open  wound 
in  his  arm,  and  his  legs  very  much  fwelled, 
he  could  wifh  they  would  ufe  piflols  ;  to 
which  Lord  George  faying  it  was  equal 
to  him  what  the  weapons  were,  they 
'feparated;  and  Governour  Johnflone  returned 
to  the  Committee.  In  this  conference,  as 
well  as  through  the  whole  affair,  both  the 
6  Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen  behaved  with  the  greateft  polite^ 
nefs  to  each  other,  as  well  as  with  the  greateft 
courage.  At  the  appointed  hour,  Lord 
George,  and  Mr.  Townfhend  were  in  the 
Ring,  and  foon  after  Governour  Johnftone, 
accompanied  by  Sir  James  Lowther,  (now 
Lord  Lonfdale,)  arrived,  whom  he liad  hap- 
pened to  meet  in  his  way,  and  had  folicited  to 
go  with  him.  Lord  George  accofted  Gover- 
nour Johnftone,  and  defired  he  would  men- 
tion the  diftance,  declaring  he  was  then 
upon  his  ground,  and  the  Governour  might 
take  what  diftance  l\e  pleafed.  The  Gover- 
nour was  taken  back  by  the  feconds,  about 
twenty  fmall  paces.  The  antagonifts  having 
prepared  their  piftols,  Lord  George-  called 
on  the  Governour  to  fire,  which  the 
Governour  refufed,  faying,  that  as  his 
Lordfhip  brought  him  there,  he  muft  fire 
firft.  Upon  which  Lord  George  fired,  and 
then  the  Governour;  neither  of  the  fhots 
took  efFed:.  Lord  George  then  fired  his 
fecond  piflol,  and  as  he  was  taking  down 
his  arm  the  Governour*s  fecond  ball  hit  his 
Lordfhip*s  pifl:ol,  broke  fome  part  of  it, 
and  one  of  the  fplinters  grazed  his  Lordlhip's 
hand.  The  feconds  immediately  interpofed, 
and   the  affair  was  ended. 

Governour  Johnflone,  afterwards  declared 
to  his  friends,  that  in  all  the  affairs  of  this 

kind 
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kind  which  he  ever  knew,  or  was  concerned 
in,  he  never  found  a  man  behave  with  more 
courage  and  coolnefs  than  Lord  George  di4 
on  this  occafion. 


Management  of  the  London  Gazette., 

[By  MeJJieurs  Burkes.] 

Thutfday,  Ju?2e  9,  1776.. 

-f\S  all  men  have  their  virtues  a  little 
vbalanced  by  fome  failings,  it  is  furely  a 
good-natured  part  not  to  dwell  upon  the 
qualities  they  are  deficient  in,  but  rather  to 
fix  our  attention  on  thofe  points  of  their 
character,  in  which  they  evidently  excel. 
I  fhould  think  it  the  crueleft  thing  in  the 
world  to  dwell  upon  Lord  George  Germain's 
condu6t  of  the  civil  war;  but  I  am  happy  to 
join  with  the  world  in  applauding  his  Lord- 
ihip*s  dexterous  management  of  the  Gazette. 
WhilH  under  his  aufpices,  and  animated 
by  his  example,  our  commanders,  by  happily 
Jhifting  of  their  pofition,  by  taking  the 
refolution  of  evacuating  towns ^  and  by 
effecfting  retreats  without  lofs,  are  (though 
quite  in  a  new  way)  conquering  Provinces 
abroad;  his  Lordfhipis  employed,  according 
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to  the  foiindeft  principles  of  the  beft- critics, 
in  recording  their  great  exploits^at  home. 

Livy  has  been  cenfiired  as  difFufe ; 
Salluft,  Thucydides,  and  Tacitus,  have  been 
criticifed  for  an  affeded  brevity,  bordering 
on  the  obfciire.  Thefe  general  remarks 
favour  of  pedantry,  and  mere  literary  cant. 
To  judge  of  the  faults  or  excellence  of  the 
diffufe,  or  the  concife,  of  the  perfpicuous, 
or  the  obfcure  flyles,  we  mufl  confidet 
well  the  nature  of  the  fubjedl,  and  the 
defign  of  the  author.  No  univerfal  rule 
can  be  laid  down.  Some  things  cannot  be 
difplayed  too  amply,  and  too  minutely  to 
the  public  curiofity .  Others  had  better  be  juft 
touched  upon.  Some  ftiould  fhine  in  a  glare 
of  light ;  others  (liould  be  caft  modeftly  into 
the  fhade.  Soine  ought  to  be  proclaimed  by 
the  found  of  trumpet;  others  there  are,  in 
which  filence  is  the  real  eloquence. 

If  you  would  know  how  well  Lord 
George  Germain  has  employed  all  thefe 
ftyles  (and  this  no  ftyle)  you  muft  conlider 
the  end  and  purpofe  for  which  (befides 
fame  and  immortality)  a  Secretary  of  State 
condefcends  to  become  an  author. 

The  world  at  large  is  not  aware  of  the 
real  objed:  of  our  war  in  America.  The 
fole  drift  and  end  of  all  our  operations  there, 
has  hitherto  been,  neither  more  nor  lefs, 
than  to  difpofe  of  the  fums  of  money  that 

have 
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have   been   raifed  here.     Thefe  have  been 
vaft ;    and  the   difperfion  of  them  has   not 
been  fo  perfectly  eafy,  as  the  common  run 
of  people  might  imagine.     But,  by  the   aid 
of  our  kind  and  dilinterefted   friends,    (the 
London contrad:ors,  and  the  German  Princes,) 
the  thing  may  be  done.     The  facility,  how- 
ever, of  the  expenditure,   may  not  always 
facilitate  the  fupply.       A  great   Statefman, 
like  other  ingenious  artifls,  muft  tickle  the 
car,    whilft   he  extracfts   the   purfe.       The 
mob  out  of  doors  love  a  little  good  news, 
though  it  be  at  their  own  coil.     A  vi<flory 
is   worth   a   million ;    and    a  good    bonfire 
compenfates  a  tax.    The  wife  Minifler  (like 
the  induftrious   ant)    forecafts    the    winter, 
and  prepares    the   mind  for  the   ways  and 
means   of  the   feffion,    by    the    intelligence 
with    which    he    entertains    us    during   the 
lecefs.     In  the  execution  of  this    plan,  he 
ilriclly  follows  the  great  mafters  of  antiquity. 
The  polite  critic  of  the  Court  of  Auguftus, 
Horace,  was  intended  by  that   great  Empe- 
ror (not  fo  happy  in  obtaining  obedience  to 
his   commands   as  our    Sovereign)    for    the 
office  of    Secretary  of   State.      Whilft  that 
bufinefs   was  in    agitation,    he  wrote  thofe 
excellent    rules. for    Gazettes,    which    have 
been  unaccountably  miftaken  for  the  rules  of 
dramatic  poetry.     A  grofs   error  !    for  what 
has  a  Secretary  of  State  to  do  with  writinv 

tragedies  } 
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tragedies?  Or  how  can  we  imagine  that 
Horace,  after  commanding  a  Roman  legion, 
and  diftinguifhing  himfelf  in  war,  ihould 
condefcend  to  undertake  the  diredtion  of  the 
opera  ?  The  Gazette  is  the  proper  bufihefs 
of  his  department.  Befides  the  obfervations 
on  ftyle  that  I  have  jull  made,  and  which 
I  confefs  I  borrowed  from  this  great  judge, 
he  makes  feveral  others  of  moment.  He 
advifes  his  Gazette  writer  to  mix  his  falfe- 
hood  with  fome  truth,  ita  mejititur  (fays  he) 
ut  verts  falfa  remifcet.  And  he  gives  his 
reafon,  and  a  very  foHd  one, 

Primo  ne  medium^  medio  ne  difcrepat  imum. 
He  recommends  it  to  them  to  put  off,  and 
to  bring  on  matters,  as  may  beft  fuit  political 
purpofes : 

lit  nunc  die  at  jam  nunc  debentia  dici^ 
Pleraque  differ  at,    et  prefens    in  tempus' 
omit  tat. 

But  if  fadls  prove  fo  very  untraceable,  as  by 
no  art  of  mixture  or  procraftination,  to  be 
made  pleafant,  why  then  he  thinks  they  are 
to  be  totally  omitted  : 

; ^4e 

Defperat  tra^ata  nitefcere  pojfe,  relinquit. 

To  exemplify  in  the  mod  fatisfadlory 
manner  his  Lordlhip's  fkill  in  conducting  his 
Gazette  upon  thefe  rules,  the  reader  may 
remember  the  arhple  account  we  had  of  the 

exploits 
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exploits  of  Lord  Dunmore.  No  one  cap- 
tive piece  was  omitted  of  thofe  miferable 
eld  cannon,  which,  until  they  were  to  '*  open 
their  mouths,  and  (hew  forth  his  praife/* 
had  flept  and  rufted  in  negledl  on  the  wharfs 
of  Virginia.  All  the  pompous  difplay  of 
Livy  and  Clarendon,  were  employed  to 
decorate  the  triumph  of  this  favourite  Gene- 
ral. After  this  great  and  decifive  advan- 
tage obtained  by  Lord  Dunmore  (as  far  as 
we  could  difcover  from  the  Gazette)  we  had 
nothing  to  do,  but  to  take  polTeflion  of  a 
difarmed  Province.  The  gratitude  of  the 
nation  was  equal  to  the  fervices  of  the  Gene- 
ral. His  Lordfhip  was  immortalized  in  the 
Gazette.  He  was  adopted  into  the  facred 
iixteen,  levees,  afTemblies,  coffee-houfes, 
all  agreed  (^nd  they  were  certainly  right) 
that  if  every  Governor  had  acfted  with  the 
fpirit  of  Lord  Dunmore,  we  mull  have  efla- 
blifhed  our  dominion  in  all  the  other  Pro-^ 
vinces,  as  perfedlly  as  we  had  done  in 
Virginia. 

In  the  midft  of  all  the  joy  that  arofe  from 
fuch  important  victories  as  Lord  Dunmore's, 
fo  amply  difplayed,  an  odd  fort  of  an 
account  arrived.  A  very  brave  officer,  as 
brave  and  as  intelligent  an  officer  as  any  in 
the  King's  fervice,  Major  Fordyce,  with  a 
detachment  of  our  beft  grenadiers,  was  fent 
\>Y  this  heroic  commander  Lord  Dunnaore, 

UpQU 
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upon  a  well-planned  expedition,  to  which 
there  were  but  two  fmall  objedlions.  One, 
that  it  was  perfectly  impracfticable ;  the 
other,  that  if  it  did  fucceed,  it  could  be  of 
no  kind  of  ufe.  Accordingly  Major  Fordyce 
was  killed.  The  party  was  defeated  ;  all 
the  grenadiers  llain  or  made  prifoners — What 
faid  the  lately  communicative  Gazette  ?  Not 
a  fyllable.  The  Secretary  of  State  had 
wailed  his  flock  of  eloquence  in  his  pane- 
gyric on  Lord  Dunmore.  He  had  nothing 
left  for  the  funeral  oration  of  Fordyce.  He 
was  as  filent  as  the  grave  in  which  that  gal- 
lant officer  and  his  brave  foldiers  were  laid. 
And  where  was  the  necefli ty  for  much  dif- 
courfe  ?  The  man  was  dead ;  ^nd  what  did 
it  fignify  to  put  ourfelves  into  an  ill  humour 
about  what  we  could  not  poflibly  help. 

This  Virginian  hiflory  is  an  inflance  of 
the  difFufed  flyle  of  the  Gazette  contrafled 
with  the  oppofite  extreme  of  excellence, — 
the  exprefTive  and  eloquent  filence.  The 
inflances  of  a  lefs  violent,  but  equally  judi- 
cious contrail,  are  frequent,  and  happily 
mixed  in.  I  will  endeavour  to  recal  them 
to  the  reader's  memory.  Without  fuch  a 
retrofped:  it  will  not  be  eafy  to  enter  into 
the  true  fpirit  of  this  exquifite  politico-literary 
performance,  which  is  now  the  fole  fource 
of  authentic  intelligence,  and  the  only  vehicle 
pf  our  fuinmer's  delight  and  i;iforraation. 

4       %  When 
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When  the  forts  of  St.  John  and  Ch amble 
were  taken  by  the  Provincials,  and  upwards 
of  500  regular  troops  made  prifoners,  there 
was  a  demand  for  the  compact,  clofe, 
laconic,  flyle.  The  Gazette  did  not  alto- 
gether omit  thefe  events ;  bvit  with  a  won- 
derful energy  and  brevity,  related  them  in 
much  fewer  lines  than  the  fhorteft  article 
of  the  capitulation,  by  which  thofe  unhappy 
troops  bad  furrendered  prifoners  of  war. 
Of  cannon  and  {lores,  not  one  word.  Thefe 
were  left  to  the  imagination  of  the  reader. 
All  accounts  of  the  taking  of  cannon,  in 
the  explicit  ftyle,  belonged,  exclufively, 
to  Lord  Dunmore.  .  , 

We  may  remember  too,  that  when  Arnold 
made  the  aftonifhing  march,  .  which  wiU 
for  ever  immortalife  his  name,  the  Gazette 
was  not  abfolutely  iilent.  It  gave  to  merit 
one  honeji  line  ;  and  in  the  laconic  breyicy  of 
Lord  George  Germain,  ^*  one  Arnold  appeared 
at  Point  Levi.** 

Of  the  taking  of  Montreal,  which  place 
with  the  whole  flrengtb  of  England  and 
America  conjoined,  had  formerly  given 
glory  and  Peerage  to  Lord  Amherfl — on 
the  part  of  the  Gazette  SILENCE; — Col. 
Prefect,  his  fhip5,  his  foldiers,  his  ftores 
taken  afterwards — SILENCE. 

This  uniformity  of  filence,  however 
prudent,  and  even  chaftely  eloquent,   might 

feera 
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leem  rather  dull,  and  at  length  begin  to 
difguft.  People  might  learn  an  ugly  habit 
of  looking  elfewhere  for  intelligence.  In 
this  diftrefs  an  event  happened,  ^which 
juftified  the  drawing  up  the  floodgate,  and 
letting  out  all  that  flow  of  eloquence  which 
had  been  fo  long  dammed  in.  Montgomery , 
an  obfcure  man,  of  whom  we  had  heard 
nothing  before  from  authority^  was  killed 
at  Quebec,  and  his  troops  rcpulfed.  But 
unfortunately,  even  on  this  fairefl:  of  all 
occafions,  we  were  again  fadly  at  a  lofs. 
This  happy  opportunity  was  in  danger  of 
being  wholly  thrown  away.  The  queftion 
arofe,  where  is  the  authority  for  this  good 
news  ?  The  conquering  General  was  too 
clofely  blocked  up,  to  fend  a  meflTenger  of 
the  decifive  vid:ory  he  had  obtained.  To 
take  intelligence  from  the  Philadelphia  news- 
papers, and  to  put  at  the  foot  of  the  account, 
•*  Charles  thompfon,**  (not  our  *S/>  Charles,) 
*  *  and  by  order  of  the  Congrefs/*  was  too  much. 
In  effed:,  it  was  to  regifter  a  rebellious 
libel  among  the  confecrated  records  of  oflice. 
This  was  hard  undoubtedly. 

The  difliculty  fl:aggered  the  American 
Secretary  of  State.  In  an  hurry  a  council 
is  called.  The  Attorney  General,  in  his 
firm,  flurdy,  diredl  way,  objecfled  to  the 
meafure.  He  relied  on  it,  that  fuch  a  ftep 
might  teach   people   to   put   fome  truft   in 

rebellious 
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rebellious  publications  ;  and  would,  befideS, 
totally  take  away  the  beft,  and  fometimes 
only  excufe  we  had  for  our  prudent  referve 
on  moft  of  our  defeats,  viz.  that  we  had 
them  only  from  the  narrative  of  the  rebels. 
This  had  fome  weight.  But  Mr.  Wedder- 
burne,  whofe  forte  is  dexterity  and  refine- 
ment, obferved,  that  the  Congrefs,  as  they 
are  a  raw,  new  government,  and  to  that 
time  unacquainted  with  difgraces,  had  not 
learned  the  art  of  gloffing  a  misfortune,  but 
had  delivered  ***a  plain,  round,  unvarnifhed 
tale"  of  their  defeat.  This  advantage  is 
not  to  be  miffed.  Here  (faid  Mr.  Wedder- 
burne)  we  may  dilate  at  the  expence  of  an 
enemy.  The  narrative,  as  far  as  it  goes, 
is  their  own;  and  our  imagination  is  at 
liberty  to  add  full  enough  on  this  foundation. 
We  cloath  ourfelves  with  the  fpoils  of  the 
enemy.  We  may  drefs  ourfelves  **  <z  la 
Congrefs  J* 

Danaumq;  injigiiia  nobis 
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Lord  George  carried  it  for  his  friend  the 
Solicitor's  opinion.  The  Philadelphia  Con- 
grefs Gazette  fupplied  the  materials  forour's; 
and  here,  (but  at  their  expence,)  we  expatiated 
again.  The  ftunted  Gazette  once  more  fhot 
out  into  a  full  luxuriance  of  narrative. 

This 
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This  mode,  however,  of  borrowing  an 
enemy's  account  is  too  tijcklifli  to  be  adopted 
as  a  regular  practice.  Then  came  in  the 
great  delicate  point  in  all  human  affairs, 
•*  to  know  when  to  leave  off."  For,  un- 
luckily, thofe  exotic  Congrefs  news-papers 
began  to  flioot  out  fome  things  that  would 
not  bear  tranfplanting,  and  were  not  at 
all  adapted  to  flourifh  in  the  foil  of  the 
London  Gazette.  The  taking,  for  inilance, 
of  Brigadier  General  Macdonald  in  North 
Carolina — the  killing  Colonel  Macleod — the 
defeat  of  1500  of  our  Highland  troops,  and 
the  difarming  of  the  whole  party  j — although 
all  undeniably  true — was  not  proper  ftuiF 
for  a  London  Gazette.  The  expedition  of 
General  Schuyler  into  the  Indian  country, 
although  equally  certain — the  capitulation 
of  Sir  John  Johnfon — the  making  him  a 
prifoner  on  parole — the  fubmiflion  and  laying 
down  their  arms  by  600  of  our  loyal  fubjedls 
(Scots  and  Tories)  and  the  compelling  fome 
of  our  natural  allies,  the  humane  Savages 
of  the  Five  Nations,  to  lay  down  the  hatchet 
— thefe  accounts,  one  fees  at  firfl  fight,  could 
by  no  art  be  made  fitting  for  the  Gazette. 
Of  thefe,  therefore,  nothmg  was  faid. 

The  end  of  writing  is  et  prodejfe  et  deleBare. 
In   a  paper   where  the  profit  of  Miniflers, 
and  the  delight  of  the  people,  were  to  be  the 
great  obje(fts,  it  would  be  a  piece  of- down- 
right; 
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right  abfurdlty  to  mention  fuch  things ,  as 
cannot  pofTibly  tell  to  the  advantage  of  the 
one  of  the  parties,  or  afford  any  fort  of 
fatisfad:ion  to  either  of  them. 

Mr.  Miller,  I  find  it  impofTible  to  do 
juftice  to  the  merits  of  Minifters,  as  Hiflo- 
fians  of  their  own  exploits,  in  a  fingle  paper. 
The  fiibjed:  grows  upon  me,  as  the  matter 
rifes  in  dignity  and  importance.  Referving, 
therefore,  the  inimitable  beauties  of  the 
Boflon  narrative  to  another  time,  I  fhall  for 
the  prefent  fatisfy  myfelf  with  remarking, 
that  the  naval  part  of  the  war,  though 
probably  it  comes  from  another  quarter, 
is  related  on  the  fame  principle,  and  with 
no  lefs  perfecflion  than  that,  which  is  carried 
on  upon  the  Terra  frma. 

One  of  our  men  of  war  returns  home 
rather  in  a  Ihabby  condition.  But  what 
does  fhe  come  for  ?  In  reality  to  bring  the 
news  of  her  own  efcape  from  the  Americans. 
Since  our  affairs  are  in  that  pleafant  fituation, 
that  retreats  are  happy  Jhif tings  of  poJition\ 
and,  that  efcapes  are  to  take  rank  as  vidtories, 
it  becomes  neceffary  to  difplay  this  eminent 
advantage  at  full  length ;  and  it  is  accord- 
ingly related  at  large  in  the  true  technical 
flyle,  and  with  all  the  elegant  perfpicuity 
of  the  nautical  dialed:.  The  Gazette,  fo 
lately  on  the  referve,  here  becomes  prodigal 
of  information.     We  have,  on  the  efcape 
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of  the  Glafgow  (for  the  firft  time)  an  account 
of  Commodore  Hopkins's  fquadron  j  the 
number  of  velTels  ;  the  number  of  guns  ; 
the  number  of  men ;  an  account  as  exad:  as 
if  we  were  fumifhed  with  it  from  the  Navy 
Office  of  Philadelphia.  The  ftate  of  the 
Briiifli  Navy  was  refufed  on  the  motion  of 
a  Marine  officer  in  ParHament,  laft  feffion., 
Amends  are  now  made  by  a  precife  detail 
(given  gratis)  of  one  of  the  American 
fleets.  We  have  the  fatisfadlion  to  find  that 
this  navy  is  in  (hoal  water,  (but  fafe  enough,) 
in  New  England.  In  the  late  war,  the 
efcape  of  one  of  our  flout  frigates ,  built  and 
furnifhed  for  war,  from  a  little  fquadron, 
confifting  of  a  decayed  merchantman,  with 
a  floop  and  fchooner  or  two,  haftily  and 
ill  fitted  into  privateers,  would  fcarce  have 
deferved  a  long  laboured  account  in  the 
Gazette.  But  things  are  altered ;  Mr.  Pitt 
was.  Lord  George  Germain  />,  Secretary  of 
State. 

In  this  laft  piece  we  are  fumifhed  at  one 
and  the  fame  time  with  a  curious  example 
of  the  various  excellencies  of  the  full  difplay, 
and  of  the  judicious  referve.  The  Gazette, 
which  knows  fo  minutely  every  gun  in 
Hopkins's  fleet,  and  its  weight  of  metal, 
fays  nothing  at  all  of  this  fellow's  carrying 
his  convoy,  and  the  military  ftores  with 
which  he  was  heavily  laden,  fafely  to  the 
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place  of  their  deftination :  Nor  does  it 
know,  that  he  had  taken  a  tranfport  and 
tender  in  his  Majefly*s  fervice.  It  even 
omits  a  piece  of  good  fortune  of  the  Glafgow, 
whofe  fliot  in  the  very  firft  broadfide  damaged 
Hopkins's  rudder  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  his 
fhip  lay  for  two  hours  incapable  of  purfuit 
t>r  fight. 

To  compleat  this  account  of  the  American 
Regatta,  made,  for  our  fpecial  amufement; 
by  the  fame  ufe  of  light  and  fliade  in  the 
narrative,  we  are  informed  that  a  great 
number  of  fhips  and  vejfels  have  been  taken. 
By  this  judicious  choice  pf  terms,  the  num- 
ber is  as  effe<ftually  fwelled  by  the  feizure 
of  a  cock  boat,  as  by  the  taking  of  the 
largeft  Ihip  that  ever  failed  in  the  Virginia 
trade. 

As  to  captures  made  on  the  part  of  the 
Americans,  we  m.ight  conclude  from  the 
prudent  filence  of  the  Gazette,  that  there 
were  abfolutely  none.  If  it  were  not  for 
an  impertinent  tell-tale  in  the  city,  called 
Lloyd's  Lift,  (who,  in  all  good  policy  ought 
to  be  filenced,)  we  fhould  never  haveguelTed 
that  above  FIFTY  tranfport  fhips  had  been 
taken  by  the  Americans;  the  fhips  them- 
felves,  exclufive  of  the  cargoes,  of  as  much 
value  at  leail  as  the  whole  of  the  prizes 
taken  from  the  Americans. 

In  a  word,  whether  by  land  or  fea,  we 
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are  fcarcely  intitled  from  authority  to  believe, 
that  one  misfortune  has  happened  in  the 
whole  war.  All  is  glory,  fuccefs,  and 
vi^orj.     Yet  thirteen  Provinces  are  loft. 

VALENS. 


Account  of  the  Duel  between   the  Marquis 
Townfhend  and  the  Earl  of  Bellamont. 

vyN  the  24th  of  November,  1772,  Lord  Bel- 
lamont employed  Lord  Charlemontto  wait  on 
Lord  Townfhend  with  the  following  paper, 
which  he  read  to  Lord  Townfhend.  It  vyill 
fully  explain  the  nature  of  the  offence  given 
to  Lord  Bellamont  at  the  Caftle  of  Dublin  in 
February,   1770,  and  was  as  follows  : 

**  I  wait  upon  your  Lordfhip  by  defire  of 
Lord  Bellamont :  Firft,  To  return  your 
Lordfhip  his  thanks  for  the  recommendations 
to  the  King,  with  which  you  honoured  him., 
and  for  which  it  was  his  intention  to  have 
thanked  you  in  perfon,  if  you  had  done  him 
the  favour  to  receive  him  the  laft  time  that  he 
attended  by  your  Lordfhip  *s  appointment  for 
private  audience.  I  am  further  to  acquaint 
your  Lordfhip,  that  Lord  Bellamont  thought 
it  his  duty  not  to  break  in  upon  your  Lordfhip 
at  an  earlier  day,  left  he  fhould  interrupt  you 
in  giving  an  account  of  your  high  commiffion 
to  the  King,  or  in  taking  an  account  of  your 
9wn  important  affairs.     But  as  your  Lordfhip^ 
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has  now  been  twelve  days  in  town,  he  Cort^ 
ceives  that  he  may  with  propriety  remind  your 
Lordfliip  of  the  difrefped:  thrown  upon  him  by 
the  mefTage  delivered  to  him  from  your  Lord- 
fhip  by  your  Aid-de-Camp,  of  which  Lord 
Bellamont  makes  no  doubt  that  your  Lordfhip 
retains  a  perfed:  recollecftion  ;  it  having  been 
of  that  force  as  to  have  obliged  him  to  refign 
his  employment  in  the  army,  in  order  that  he 
might  be  at  liberty  to  call  upon  your  Lordfhip 
for  an  adequate  apology  without  incurring  the 
King's  difpleafure.  But  left  your  Lordfhip 
fhould  not  have  a  minute  recolledlion  of  that 
tranfadion  at  this  diftance  of  time.  Lord 
Bellamont  has  flated  it  as  follows  : 

**  When  Lord  Bellamont,  after  feveral  re-, 
peated  attendances  byappointmentjon all  which 
occafions  he  had  been  put  off  without  feeing 
your  Lordfhip,  did   again   wait   upon   your 
Lordfhip  by  appointment,  the  Aid-de-Camp 
in    waiting    having    gone    down    to    your 
Lordfhip     and     returned,     addreffed     Lord 
Bellamont  in  an  audible  voice,  and  acquainted 
him,  that  he  need  not  flay  any  longer,  for 
that  your  Lordfhip  wou/d  not  be  at  leifure  to 
fee  if/m  that  day  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  turning 
to  feveral  other  perfons  of  different  ranks  and 
profeilions,  he  told  tbem  that  your  Lordfhip 
requefted  t/oey  would  wait,  as  your  Lordfhip 
would  fee  fbem,  however  late  it   might  be 
before  you  could  finifh  with  them,  or  words 
to  that  effect.      Lord  Bellamont  replied  ta 
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the  Aid-de-Camp  :  His  Excellency  will  be 
pleafed  to  afcertain  at  what  time  he  will  fe$ 
m^^  ,  I  have  already  waited  feveral  times  by 
appointment,  and  have  been  fent  away  each 
time.  To  which  the  Aid-de-Camp  brought 
back  the  following  meffage  to  Lord  Bella- 
mont;  His  Excellency  commands  me  to 
tell  your  Lordlhip^  that  he  ufually  does 
piilitary  bufinefs  on  Wednefdays,  and  any 
other  buiinefs  on  Thurfdays  z  That  if  your 
X^ordlhip  comes  on  either  of  thofe  days,  and 
that  his  Excellency  fhall  be  at  leifure,  he 
will  fee  you  among  others  in  your  turn.  To 
which  Jvord  Bellamont  replied,  Sir,  you 
will  be  fo  good  as  to  inform  his  Excellency, 
that  as  a  Peer  of  the  realm  I  have  a  right  to 
audience :  but  jf  his  Excellency  does  not 
Jcnovv  what  he  owes  to  me,  I  know  what  I 
owe  to  myfelf,  and  therefore  will  not  wait 
upon  him  here  or  elfewhere,  I  will  write  a 
letter  to  his  Excellency,  ftating  my  buiinefs, 
to  which  I  ej^pedthe  will  (hew  due  attention, 
as  it  nearly  concerns  a  refpecSable  corps  of 
officers.  This,  my  Lord,  is,  as  Lord  Bella- 
mont conceives,  an  exad:  flate  of  the  reci^ 
procal  meflages  which  pafled  between  your 
Lordfhip  and  Lord  Bellamont:  But  as  he 
did  not  take  them  down  in  writing,  he  can- 
not pofitively  aver  each  fyllable.  This, 
however,  he  can  pofitively  affirm,  that  fuch 
Ifyas  the  matter  of  the  me(ra|;e,  and  the 
^  terni$ 
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terms  in  which  ft  was  conceived,  though 
manifeflly  foftened  by  the  Aid-de-Camp ; 
that  the  idea  which  it  conveyed  to  every 
perfon  prefent  was  that  of  an  intentional 
indignity  wantonly  caft  on  Lord  Bellamont 
by  your  Lordfhip.  Lord  Bellamont  conceives 
that  an  Aid-de-Camp  is  the  authentic  mef- 
fenger  of  his  fuperiour,  and  therefore  that 
a  meflage  delivered  by  the  one  is  as  the  lit  era 
fcripta  of  the  other.  Lord  Bellamont  con- 
iiders  your  Lordfhip  alone  refponfible  to 
him,  and  your  Lordfhip  the  only  perfon 
with  whom  he  is  to  account.  The  injury  is 
of  publick  notoriety,  and  therefore  an  affront 
upon  record,  which  does  not  admit  of  any 
negociation. 

Lord  Townfhend  having  afked  what 
apology  Lord  Bellamont  required,  Lord 
Charlemont  read  the  following  article  : 

**  The  only  apology  which  the  nature  of 
the  offence  will  admit  of,  is  that  of  afking 
Lord  Bellamont *s  pardon.  Lord  Bellamont 
does  not  mean  to  hurry  your  Lordfhip  in  any 
thing,  but  experts  your  Lordfhip *s  anfwer 
in  a  reafonable  time,  at  all  events  one  day  at 
leafl  before  your  Lordfhip  leaves  town." 

Lord  Townfhend  made  anfwer  :  I  cannot 
afk  pardon,  as  it  would  be  an  acknowledge- 
ment of  an  offence  I  never  intended. 

Lord  Charlemont  replied :  I  am  not  at 
liberty   to   take    back  any   other  anfwer  to 

Lord 
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Lord  Bellamont  than  that  your  Lordfhip  afks 
his  pardon,  or  defires  to  take  time  to  confider 
of  alking  it;  I  therefore  intreat  your  Lord- 
fhip will  refled:  before  you  lay  me  under 
an  abfolute  neceffity  of  delivering  another 
mefTage  to  your  Lordfliip,  which  Lord  Bel- 
lamont fends  with  the  utmoft  regret,  and 
which  I  fhall  deliver  with  equal  relucftancy. 

Lord  Townlhend  having  perfifted  iji  his 
refufal,  Lord  Charlemont  read  to  Lord 
Townlhend  the  following  meflage: 

**  I  am  enjoined  by  Lord  Bellamont  to 
tell  your  Lordfhip  from  him,  that  he  con- 
fiders  you  diverted  of  every  principle  that 
conftitutes  the  charad:erof  aman  of  honour." 

Upon  Lord  Charlemont 's  delivery  of  this 
laft  melTage,  Lord  Townfliend  begged  his 
permiffion  to  call. in  a  friend  to  be  vyitr^efs 
of  it.  Colonel  Frazer  having  come  in. 
Lord  Townfliend  requefted  that  Lord  Char- 
lemont would  again  read  this  lafl  mefjQige. 
Lord  Charlemont  thereupon  read  the  entire 
paper  a  fecond  time,  and  being  requeiled  by 
Lord  Townfliend  to  carry  back  an  anfwer  to 
Lord  Bellamont,  Lord  Charlemont,  conform- 
able to  his  private  inftrudions  from  Lord 
Bellamont,  replied,  that  any  mefTage  Lord 
Townlhend  might  have  to  fend  mull  be  fent 
by  a  melfenger  of  his  own. 

On  Saturday  the  26th,  at  half  an  hour  after 
eleven  o'clock  at  night.  Lord  Bellamont  receiv- 
ed the  following  letter  from  Lord  Ligonier  : 
7  ^^'V' 
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MY  LpRD,  December '2,6th t  I '^-j 2, 

**  I  have  a  meffage  to  deliver  to  your 
**  Lordfhip  from  Lord  Townftiend,  and  beg 
**  to  know   when  I  may  be  allowed  to  wait 
•*'t3n  you.     I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
**   My  Lord, 
**  Your  Lordlfliip*s  mofl:  obedient, 

**  Moft  humble  fervant. 
North  Audky-Jireet,         **  LIGONIER/*. 
(To  the  Ear/ of  Bel  LAM  oiiT.) 


To  which  Lord  Pellamont  fent  the  folio Wf 
ing  anfwer : 

'*    MY   LORD, 

**  I  this  moment  received  the  honour 
f^\6f  your  Lordihip*s  letter,  communicating 
♦^  to  me  that  you  have  a  meffage  to  deliver^ 
**  to  me  from  Lord  Townfhend.and  defiring 
"  to   know    when   I  fhall  be   at  home   to 
**  receive  your   Lordfhip.     I  fhall   not   go 
**  abroad  to-morrow,  but  will  wait  at  home, 
*y  to    have    the  honour   of   receiving   your 
^^'  Lordfhip,    and  any  commands  you  may 
*'  have  for  me.     I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
**  My  Lord, 
**  Your  Lordfhip's  very  humble, 

**  And  obedient  fervant, 
Curzon^Jlreet,         '»  BELLAMONJ.'^ 
Saturday  nighty  half  after  1 1  o^  clock. 

(To  Lord  FifcountLiGoniEVi.) 

On 
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On  Sunday  morning  at  eleven  o'clock 
Lord  Ligonier  waited  on  Lord  Bellamonti 
who  anticipating  Lord  Ligonier,  faid,  '•  Be- 
fore I  receive  the  meffage  your  Lordfhip  has 
to  deliver  to  me,  I  mufl  beg  leave  to  calj 
in  Lord  Charlemont,  in  order  that  as  Col. 
Frazer  was  prefent  at  the  delivery  of  my 
meflage  to  Lord  Townfhend,  Lord  Charle- 
jnont  may  be  prefent  at  the  delivery  of  Lord 
Town(hend*s  melTage  to  me;  to  which  Lord 
Ligonier  immediately  confented.  Lord  Char* 
lemont  being  called  in,  Lord  Bellamont  faid, 
the  tranfa<3ion  had,  he  fuppofed,  been 
related  to  Lord  Ligonier  on  the.  part  of  Lord 
Townfhend.  He  wifhed  it  fliould  be  related 
\)y  Lord  Charlemont  on  the  part  of  him, 
for  he  (hould  be  concerned  to  be  mifconceived 
by  Lord  Ligonier,  for  whom  he  had  a  high 
refped:;  and  that  from  the  moment  that 
JliOrd  Ligonier  fhould  have  delivered  Lord 
Townfliend's  meffage,  he  did  not  think  it 
proper  for  himfelf  or  friend  to  fpeak  another 
word ;  of  which  Lord  Ligonier  having 
expreffed  his  approbation,  Lord  Charlemont 
read  the  paper  to  Lord  Ligonier,  which  he 
had  by  Lord  Bellamont *s  defire  read  to  Lord 
Townlhend.  Lord  Ligonier  then  addreiling 
Lord  Bellamont,  faid,  **  What  will  your 
Lordfliip  fay,  when,  notwithftanding  the 
force  of  this  meffage,  I  tell  you  I  am  autho- 
rized by   Lrord   Townlhend   to  alTure   your 

Lordfliip, 
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Lordfhip,  he  never  meant  to  offend  you?" 
Lord  Bellamont,  after  a  little  paufe,  replied, 
**  I  confefs,  my  Lord,  this  is  more  than  I 
expefted  j  but  fince  then  Lord  Townfhend's 
jfirfi  care  is  to  juflify  his  intentions  towards 
me  even  under  his  prefent  fituation,  let  him 
do  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  juflify  me  in 
releafing  him  from  that  lituation.  The 
apology  your  Lordfhip  has  now  delivered  to 
me  is  not  yet  entirely  fufficient."  Lord 
Ligonier  defired  leave  to  go  back  to  Lord 
Townfhend,  and  fhortly  returned  with  the 
following  mefTage :  **  Lord,  Townfhend  has 
already  affured  your  Lordfhip  he  never 
meant  to  offend  you.  He  further  affures 
you  he  is  forry  for  the  affair.-*  Lord  Bella- 
mont then  faid,  '*  Before  I  proceed  any  fur* 
ther,  1  muft  defire  that  Lord  Ancram  be  fent 
for,  as  he  has  this  morning  accepted  the 
ofiice  of  being  my  friend  in  the  field  if  I 
(liall  be  called  upon.*-  Lord  Ancrani  being 
arrived,  and  inforrned  by  the  Lords  Char- 
lemont  and  Ligonier  of  what  had  pafTed, 
the  Lords  Charkmont  and  Ancram  declared 
that  nothing  more  could  be  demanded^  and 
then  with  Lord  Ligonier  faid,  that  Lord 
Bellamont  could  not  furely  require  that  Lord 
Townfhend  fhould  afk  his  pardon  for  an 
offence  which  he  had  now  in  the  mofl 
fatisfa(fl:ory  manner  declared  he  had  never 
com.mitted.     Lord   Bellamont  made  anfwer, 

•*  My 
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*«  My  Lords,  I  feel  as  you  do,  that  every 
thing  is  implied  in  this  apology ;  but  it  is 
neceflary  that  it  be  fully  ^xprefTed  ;'*  and 
having  defired  leave  to  retire  into  another 
room  to  confider  the  matter  more  clearly,  he 
returned  with  the  following  written  paper, 
which  he  gave  to  Lord  Ligonier,  telling  him 
at  the  fame  time,  that  he  did  not  tie  him 
down  to  the  letter,  but  that  was  the  purport 
of  the  onlv  reparation  he  could  receive,  viz, 
•*  Lord  Townfhend  does  admit  that  the 
meflage  delivered  to  Lord  Bellamont  by  his 
Aid-de-Camp  was  highly  offenfive ;  he 
therefore  difavows  it  as  fuch,  and  declares 
that  it  was  not  in  his  intentions  to  give  Lord 
Bellamont  any  offence,  and  that  he  is  very 
much  concerned  for  the  miftake."  Lord 
Ligonier  accordingly  waited  on  Lord  Town- 
fhend  with  the  faid  paper,  and  brought  back 
to  Lord  Bellamont  an  apology  confonant  to 
the  full  and  entire  purport  of  it,  conceived 
in  the  moft  fatisfadlory  terms.  \Lord  Bella- 
mont immediately  requefted  Lord  Ligonier 
would  affure  Lord  Townfhend,  that  as  Lord 
Townlhend  had  by  'that  laft  apology  done 
away  the  foundation  of  the  meffage  delivered 
from  him  to  Lord  Townftiend  by  Lord 
Charlemont,  he  had  very  great  pleafure.in 
,  declaring  it  cancelled  and  annulled. 

CHARLEMONT.     (L.  S.) 

ANCRAM.  (L.  S.) 

♦♦  I  cannot 
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**  I  cannot  refufe  iigning  the  paper  deli, 
vered  to  me  this  morning  without  afligning 
my  reafons  for  it  $  and  I  flatter  myfelf  the 
motive  of  my  declining  it  will  juftify.me 
to  the  world, 

«*  I  affent  to  the  fa<fts  and  progreflions  as 
flated,  but  I  was  mifunderflood  if  what  | 
faid  relative  to  Lord  Townfhend  was  con-- 
iidered  as  a  meffage  from  him.  It  certainly 
■was  not  Lord  Townfhend*s  intentions  it 
ihoiild  be  fo,  though  I  was  authorifed-  to 
fay  it  from  Lord  Townfhend  to  Lord  Bellar 
mont,  which  diflin<^ion  I  did  pot  make  tp 
Lord  Bellamont, 

As  I  wiihed,  from  motives  of  humanity*' 
to  bring  the  affair  to  an  honourable  con? 
clufion  without  coming  to  extremities,  I 
propofed  returning  to  Lord  Townftiend  :  my 
•view  in  fo  doing  was  that  of  prornoting 
an  accommodation  honourable  to  both. 

**  If  I  conveyed  any  other  idea  to  the 
Lords  on  my  return  from  Lord  Townfhend 
than  a  confirmation  that  his  Lordfhip  had 
intended  no  affront  or  injury  to  Lord  Bella- 
mont,  and  that  he  difapproved  the  manner 
of  the  Aid-de-Camp,  I  have  to  regret  that 
I  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  explain  myfelf 
according  to  my  own  ideas  and  thofe  of 
Lord  Townfhend. 

**  In  juftice  to  Lord  Townfhend,  I  mufl 
beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  whatever  expref- 

fions. 
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{ions  of-  concern  he  might  make  ufe  of  on 
this  mifunderftanding,  arofe  from  the  regret 
every  man  of  honour  muft  feel  under  a 
fuppofition  of  having  given  offence.  This^ 
is  what  I  underftood  from  Lord  Townfhend, 
and  what  I  meant  to  convey. 

"I  cannot  but  perfevere  in  declining  to 
fign  the  paper,  as  I  find  upon  confideration 
that  what  I  thought  an  explanation,  equally 
honourable  to  both,  may  be  conflrued  into 
a  fubmiflive  apology,  which  muft  appear 
huH>iliating  to  Lord  Townlhend. 

**  What  impreflions  may  have  been 
received  from  any  expreflions  of  mine  in 
the  many  private  converfations  I  have  had 
^n  this  painful  ^vent,  I  will  not  prefume 
to  determine  ;  but  I  declare  upon  my  honour, 
I  have  had  no  other  view  than  to  terminate 
this  affair  to  the  honour  of  all  parties,  and 
fhall  lament  if  my  endeavours  Ihould  be 
fruftrated. 
Jan.zgth,  1773.         LIGONIER.  (L.S.) 

This  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  in  the 
hands  of  Lord  Bellamont. 

CHARLEMONT. 
ANCRAM. 

February  2,  1773. 
This  afternoon,    between   four    and    five 
o'clock,  thelong-fubfifting  difference  between 
Lord  Townfhend  and  the  Earl  of  Bellamont 

was 
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was  finally  decided  in  Mary-Ie-bone- fields^ 
when  the  latter  received  a  ball  in  the  right 
fide  of  his  belly,  near  his  groin.  They  were 
armed  with  fmalL  fwords,  and  a  cafe  of 
piftols,  but  it  was  agreed  to  ufe  the  latter 
firil.  Lord  Townfhend  fired  firft,  which 
gave  the  unfortunate  wound,  and  Lord  Bel- 
lamont  difcharged  his  piftol  immediately 
after,  without  effedl.  The  feconds  were, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Dillon  for  Lord  Bellamont, 
and  Lord  Ligonier  for  Lord  Townfhend. 
Lord  Bellamont  was  immediately  taken  up, 
and  put  into  a  chaife,  but,  from  the  agony 
arifing  from  his  wound,  he  could  not  bear 
the  motion ;  a  chair  was  therefore  imme- 
diately fent  for,  and  he  was  with  great  pain* 
put  into  it,  and  carried  to  his  lodgings, 
where,  when  he  arrived,  he  defired  to  be 
laid  on  his  back.  Mr.  Bromfield,  and  other 
furgeons  were  immediately  called  in,  who 
after  fome  time,  extracted  the  ball,  and  his 
Lordfhip  recovered. 

Their  Lordfhips  behaved  to  each  other  in 
the  field  with  great  politenefs.  When  they 
had  taken  their  ground.  Lord  Bellamont 
took  off  his  hat,  which  was  returned  by 
Lord  Townfhend,  who  alked  his  antagonill 
which  he  chofe  fhould  fire  firfl.  Lord 
Bellamont  anfwered,  he  begged  Lord  Town- 
fhend would,  which  was  immediately  com- 
plied   with. 
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Sir  George  Savile's  Addrefs  to  his 
Confiituents^  in  the  year  i^^Ot  is  deferving 
of  prefervation.  The  following  is  a  copy 
of  it. 


To  the  Gentlemen^  Clergy ,  and  Freeholders  of 
the  County  of  York, 

GENTLEMEN, 

X  VENTURE  once  more  to  make  you  a 
tender  of  my  fervice  in  Parliament.  Give 
me  leave,  at  the  fame  time,  to  offer  you 
my  cordial  thanks  for  all  the  indulgehcies 
you  have  fhewn  me;  and  for  your  kind 
acceptance  of  my  endeavours  to  perform  the 
duty  I  had  undertaken.  I  look  upon  that 
partiality  and  favour  as  a  moil  honourable 
teftimony,  becaufe  it  proves  that  you  enter- 
tain a  conviclitionof  the  purity  of  my  inten- 
tions, fufficient  to  make  you  overlook  every 
thing  amifs  which  did  not  proceed  from 
the  will. 

In  renewing  my  defire  to  continue  in 
your  fervice,  I  think  it,  however,  my  duty 
to  confefs  to  you,  that  it  has  not  been 
without  much  ferious  confideration,  and 
more  than  common  hefitation,  that  I  have 
determined  upon  it.  I  muft  not  omit 
making  you  aware,   that  it  is  by  no  means 

probable 
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probable  I  fhould  be  able  even  to-perrorm 
the  mere  duty  of  attendance  as  pundlually 
as  I  have  hitherto  done ;  efpecially  if  the 
duration  of  Parliament  fliould  prove  to  be 
for  feven  years.  By  what  I  have  in  fome 
degree  experienced  already,  I  have  no  reafon 
to  believe  fo  long  a  continuance  of  fuch  an 
attendance  would  be  perfed:Iy  confiftent  with 
my  health. 

But  there  is  fomething  more  ferious  I 
have  to  fay  to  you  on  this  fubjecS.  The 
fatisfadtion  and  honour  of  attending  your 
bufinefs,  has  ever  overbalanced  the  labour  t 
but  my  attendance  during  the  lafl:  Parliament 
has  been  fomething  worfe  than  laborious ; 
it  has  been  difcouraging,  grievous,  and 
painful.  Look  back,  for  a  moment,  upon 
the  things  which  have  been  done,  or  (being 
done,)  have  been  approved  of,  by  that  body, 
of  which  I  have  been  a  conftituent  part. 
Compare  the  prefent  with  the  paft  lituation 
of  public  affairs.  Whether  glory,  conqueil, 
and  riches ;  or  peace,  content,  liberty,  and 
the  enjoyment  of  your  conftitutional  rights, 
be  your  principal  objecfts — In  which  of  them, 
have  you  been  gratified  ?  I  have  been,  in 
my  collective  capacity,  a  party  to  all  thefe 
changes,  and  to  all  the  meafures  which  have 
produced  them  :  fupported  in  this  mortifying 
iituation  with  one  only  confolation,  a  very 
great  one  indeed  to  my  own  mind,  that  of 

being 
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being  able  to  aflure  you,  that  there  has 
been  no  one  meafure,  of  all  thofe  which 
have  proved  fo  ruinous  and  fatal,  which  I 
have  not,  as  an  individual,  refilled,  to  the 
utmofl  of  my  power.  A  poor,  barren, 
ineflPedlual,  negative  ;  and  a  miferable  claim 
to  your  favour,  to  have  failed  (as  far  as  my 
poor  and  flender  efforts  are  in  queftion) 
almoft  in  every  point  regarding  thofe  rights 
and  that  profperity  which  I  was  fpecially 
chofen  to  cultivate  and  to  maintain. 

I  return  to  you,  therefore,  baffled  and 
difpirited,  and  I  am  forry  that  truth  obliges 
me  to  add,  with  hardly  a  ray  of  hope  of 
feeing  any  change  in  the  miferable  courfe 
of  public  calamities. 

On  this  melancholy  day  of  account  in 
rendering  up  to  you  my  truft,  I  deliver  to 
you  your  fhare  of  a  country  maimed  and 
weakened,  its  treafures  lavilhed  and  mis- 
fpent,  its  honours  faded,  and  its  condudt 
the  laughing-flock  of  Europe;  our  nation 
in  a  manner  without  allies  or  friends,  except 
fuch  as  we  have  hired  to  deflroy  our  fellow- 
fubjedls,  and  to  ravage  a  country,  in  which 
we  once  claimed  an  invaluable  fhare.  I 
return  to  you  fome  of  your  principal  privi- 
leges impeached  and  mangled.  And,  laflly, 
I  leave  you,  as  I  conceive  at  this  hour  and 
moment,  fully,  effe(flually,  and  abfolutely 
under  the  difcretion  and  power  of  a  military 

VOL.  III.    .  X  force, 
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force,  which  is  to  a6t  without  waiting  for 
the  authority  of  the  civil  magiflrates ;  for 
it  is  fit  you  fliould  know,  if  you  are  not 
already  informed,  that  an  order  iffued  in 
London,  (at  a  moment  when  the  violence  of 
the  riots  and  the  remiffnefs  of  the  civil 
magiftrate  might  render  neceffary  an  extra- 
ordinary and  violent  temporary  exertion  of 
the  military,)  that  order,  I  fay,  has,  as  I 
have  good  grounds  to  believe,  been  extended 
to  the  whole  kingdom ;  where  neither  of 
thofe  caufes  exifted  in  any  degree  fufficient 
to  juftify  fo  decifive  and  extraordinary  a 
meafure ;  and  I  do  not  know  of  that  order 
being  recalled. 

In  this  flate  of  public  ajfFairs,  and  with 
fhis  account  to  render  of  my  commiflion, 
judge  whether  I  can  boldly  and  chearfully, 
or  fupported  by  any  rational  confidence, 
boaft  to  you  as  candidates  are  wont  to  do, 
of  what  I  will  do,  and  what  I  will  under- 
t£jke  for  your  fervice. 

'For  this  reafon,  avoiding  even  the  ufual 
ilyle  of  fuch  addrefles,  and  forbearing  as 
well  the  forward  promifes  as  the  fuperficial 
liumblenefs  of  phrafe  in  ufe  on  thefe  occa- 
fions,  I  make  it  a  folemn  duty  to  lay  before, 
you,  without  difguife  or  palliation,  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  your  concerns  as  they  appear 
to  me,  and  the  gloomy  profpe(ft  which  lies 
before  us. 

Some 
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Some  have  been  accufed  of  exaggerating 
the  public  misfortunes,  nay,  of  having  endea- 
voured to  help  forward  the  mifchief,  that 
they  might  afterwards  raife  difcontents.  I 
am  willing  to  hope,  that  neither  my  temper, 
nor  my  iituation  in  life,  will  be  thought 
naturally  to  urge  me  to  promote  mifery, 
difcord,  or  confufion;  or  to  exult  in  the 
fubverfion  of  order,  or  in  the  ruin  of  property. 
I  have  no  reafon  to  contemplate  with  plea- 
fure  the  poverty  of  our  country,  the  increafe 
of  our  debts  and  of  our  taxes  ;  or  the  decay 
of  our  commerce — Truft  not  however  to 
my  report.  Refled:,  compare,  and  judg^ 
for  yourfelves.  f 

But  under  all  thefe  difheartening  circum- 
ftances,  I  could  yet  entertain  a  chearful 
hope,  and  undertake  again  the  commiffion 
with  alacrity,  as  well  as  zeal,  if  I  could 
fee  any  effedlual  fleps  taken  to  remove  the 
original. caufe  of  the  mifchief.  **  Then 
would  there  be  a  hope." 

Till  the  purity  of  the  conftituent  body, 
and  thereby  that  of  the  reprefentative  be 
leftored,  there  is  None. 

While  the  eledlors  fell  their  voices  to  the 
member,  and  the  member  diftrelTes  his 
fortune  to  buy  them.  Parliament  will  be 
the  purchafe  of  the  Minifter.  Parliament- 
men  will  find  ways  of  partaking  other  ad  van- 
tages than  merely  their   (hare  in  common 

X  2  with 
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with   you,    of  thofe  good   meafures  which 
they  fhdll  promote,  and  of  thofe  good  laws 
which  they  fhall  enadt  for  your  government 
and  their  own:    and  the   modern-improved 
arts  of  corruption,   by  contracfts,    fubfcrip- 
tions,  and  jobs,  is  attended  with  this  perverfe 
and  vexatious  confequence  ;  that  their  benefit 
is   not   only  unconnected   with    yours,    but 
it  grows  upon  your  diilrefs.     They  feed  on 
the  expence;  they   fatten   on    every   extra- 
vagance that  art  and  ill-condu(ft  can  engraft 
on  the   natural   difadvantages   of  a  remote, 
rafh,    ill-fated,  impolitic,    and    unfuccefsful 
war.      The   Minifter*s   direc^^   intereft  (nay 
his  fafety)    meanwhile,    requiring    him    to 
pufh  the  uefperate  game,  and  even   in  felf- 
defence,  to  encreafe  that  very  expence  which 
is  his  crime  ;  to  intrench  himfelf  ftill  deeper 
in   corruption,    and  by   headlong    and    un- 
meafured  extravagance,  to  have  the  means 
of  juftifying,    to    the   faithful   Commons, 
his  former  mifmanagement   and    mifdeeds. 
— See  where  this  ends,  but  forget  not  where 
it  begins. 

I  am  led  here  very  naturally  to  fpeak 
upon  the  fubjedt  of  certain  regulations,  which 
have  been  the  obje<fl  of  your  late  afTemblies 
and  deliberations.  Indeed,  I  have  brought 
myfelf  to  this  matter  almoft  unavoidably, 
but  not  unwillingly.  I  gladly  embrace  this 
moft  public  opportunity  of  delivering  my  fenti- 

ments. 
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ments,  not  only  to  all  my  conftituents,  but 
to  thofe  likewife,  not  my  conftituents,  whom 
yet  in  the  large  fenfe  >  I  reprefent,  and  am 
faithfully  to  ferve;  not  only  to  twenty 
,thoufand,  my  ele<3:ors,  but  to  hundreds  of 
thoufands  in  the  county  I  reprefent,  (to  go 
no  farther,)  who  are  to  fuffer  under  the  bad 
conduct  of  Parliament;  and  of  declaring 
my  intentions,  regarding  the  two  chief 
articles  contained  in  the  refolutions  agreed 
to  at  your  late  meetings;  I  mean,  rendering 
parliaments  triennial,  and  adding  to  the  num- 
ber of  county  reprefentatives. 

I  do  not  intend  to  give  my  voice,  if  I 
have  the  honour  of  continuing  in  your  fer-» 
vice,  for  the  change  of  feptennial  parliaments. 
And  this,  not  becaufe  I  am  fo  fanguine  as 
fome  are,  in  a  full  perfuaiion,  that  it  will 
be  a  cure  for  all  our  evils ;  no,  nor  even 
that  I  promife  myfelf  it  will  be  attended 
with  any  fuch  fure  hope  of  confiderable 
advantage,  (at  leaft,  if  unaccompanied  by 
fome  other  fteps  tending  to  purify  the  fources 
of  ele<ition  and  reprefentation  ;)  but  chiefly, 
becaufe,  on  the  beft  information  I  have 
obtained,  I  have  reafon  to  believe  it  is  the 
mind  and  defire  of  a  very  large  number  of 
my  conftituents :  this  feeming  to  me  to  be 
the  one  point  (at  leaft  with  diftinguifhed 
preference)  on  which  the  fender,  not  he  who 
is  fent,  ha§  the  perfe<fl  right  to  judge;  ar>d 

that, 
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that,  even  if  after  all,  I  fhould  have  mifta- 
ken  their  general  fenfe,  it  will  be  at  leaft 
the  fafer  error;  lince  there  is  a  manifeft  dif- 
ference between  the  obtruding  one's  felf  for 
feven  years  on  him  who  wifhes  to  have  his 
choice  again  at  the  end  of  three,  and  return- 
ing for  his  approbation  at  three  ;  when  he 
might  perhaps  have  been  well  content  to  truft 
one  for  feven. 

I  have  a  momentary  pleafure  in  adding 
(efpecially  when  fupported  by  your  opinions,) 
that  I  am  willing  to  flatter  my  felf,  rather 
good  than  evil  may  arife  from  the  change. 

But  I  look  upon  reftoring  election  and 
reprefentation  in  fpme  degree  (for  I  expert 
no  miracles)  to  their  original  purity,  to  be 
that,  without  which  all  other  efforts  will  be 
vain  and  ridiculous.  The  tenant-right,  or 
good- will  of  a  leafe  of  three  years,  is  as; 
faleable  as  that  of  a  leafe  of  feven.  It  will 
find  its  price  at  both  the  London  and  coun^ 
try  markets.  It  will  be  bought,  it  will  be  fold. 
The  member  will  be  as  manageable,  if  the 
conftituent  be  as  venal.  And  they  will  not 
be  afraid  to  meet  at  market  as  ofren  as  you 
pleafe* 

The  adding  to  the  country  reprefentation, 
if  by  no  means  a  perfed:  cure,  feems  yet 
to  me  to  be  the  plaineft,  and  befl:  propofition 
for  this  purpofe,  that  has  yet  come  under 
my  obfervationj  1  tiuft,  like  wife,  it  may  be 

practicable, 
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pra(flicable.      I  therefore  embrace   it,     not 
only  from  a  deference  to  your  opinion,  but 
with  an  approbation  of  my  own.     Yet  not 
flattering  you,  that  it  appears  to  me  one  of 
thofe  matters  eafy  of  execution,    or  to   be 
done  with  a  thought ;  on  the  contrary',  it  is 
more  complicated  (as  it  feems  to  me  more 
effedlual)  than  the  iirft-mentioned  alteration. 
But  this  is  no  time  to  talk  of  fmall  rubs  or 
difficulties.     If  fomething  be  not  done,  you 
may,  indeed,    retain  the   outward   form   of 
your  Conftitution,  but  not  the  power  thereof. 
For  it  is  too  ferious   a  truth    to  be  con- 
cealed, and,   indeed,  it  is  too  late   ferioufly 
to  attempt  to  conceal  it,  that  if  the  Eiedlors 
forgetting  the  folemn  duty  they  owe  to  the 
millions    of    their    fellow-fubje(5ls,    whofe 
rights  they  are  in  the  firft  inftance  intruded 
'with :  if  forgetting  the  facred  truft  repofed  in 
them,  of  choofing  thofe  who  are  to  govern 
thofe  millions ;  if  forgetting  that  they   are 
therefore  a  fort  of  reprefentatives  of  all  the 
people  (who  would  be  too  numerous  to  vote 
themfelves ;)  I  fay,  if  forgetting  thefe  things, 
and  fhamefully  proflituting  themfelves,  they 
are  become  fo  profligate  as  10  fell  themfelves 
and  their  country  ;  let  them  not  wonder  (nay 
fcarcely  can   they  complain  without  fhame) 
if  thole  whom  they  choofe,  imitating  their 
conduct,  retail  daily  thofe  rights  which  they 
have  bought,  whether  it  be  at  the  feptennial, 

triennial, 
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triennial,  or  annual  fairs  and  markets.     Wc 
can  converfe  thus  without  a  blufh. 

Neither  time  permits,  nor  does  propriety 
^llow  me  to  enter  into  arguments  in  fupport 
of  a  fentiment  of  which  (much  I  think 
to  your  honour)  you  have  declared  your 
approbation ;  but  although  it  fuits  neither 
the  time  nor  the  circumftance,  to  argue  and 
debate,  I  truft  you  will  not  think  I  am  out 
of  the  line  of  propriety,  of  duty,  or  of  the 
refpect  I  owe  you,  in  thus  making  a  public 
declaration  of  my  opinions  and  intentions  ifi 
matters  ■  concerning  which,  after  the  tender 
I  have  made  of  my  fervice,  you  have  an 
unqueflionable  right,  as  you  muft  have  a 
natural  wifh,  to  be  informed. 

When  I  began  this  paper,  I  had  reafon  to 
believe  the  time  preffed  ;  I  was  foon  con- 
iirmed  in  what  I  had  heard.  It  was  become 
material  to  addrefs  you  quickly,  if  at  all; 
but  although  what  I  b^ve  written  has  been 
the  work  of  a  few  hours,  do  not  think  that 
the  matter  has  not  again  and  again  been  the 
fubjecit  of  deliberate  thoughts  ;  I  fhould  not 
have  dared  to  have  prefented  you  with  crude 
and  undigefled  ideas  or  the  fancy  of  a  mo- 
ment ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  fo  innatteuv. 
tive  have  I  been  to  the  advantages  this  addrefs 
might  receive,  in  its  form,  from  the  afliftr 
ance  of  abler  perfons  than  myfelf,  that  I 
venture  to  fubmit  it  thus  publicly  to  you, 
without  the  opportunity  of  communicating  it 
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to  thoffi  whofe  principles,  judgment,  and 
line  of  conducft  in  the  public  walk,  I  have 
been  habituated  to  look  up  to  with  high 
refped:  and  efteem. 

My  bufinefs  is  not  to  write  ably  to  you, 
but  to  write  with  iincerity.  The  relation 
that  ftands  now  between  us,  gives  you  a 
right,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  to  my  unmended 
fentiments ;  and  I  willingly  fubmit  every 
defedl  to  your  cenfure,  rather  than  be  fup- 
pofed  to  ufe  management  and  art,  or  to 
confult  what  is  conformable  to  perfonal  or 
party  confiderations,  inftead  of  that  which 
unbridled  truth  (according  to  my  conception 
oi  it)  requires  of  me.  What  further  fteps 
ipay  be  in  contemplation  towards  obtaining 
the  laudable  object  of  our  wifhes,  I  do  not 
know  ;  but  it  is  not  probable  that  what  has 
lately  arifen  will  flacken  the  zeal  of  thofe  who 
have  already  ftepped  forward  in  the  bufinefs. 
With  that  idea  upon  my  mind,  it  is  impof- 
/ible  for  me  to  conclude  without  exprefling 
an  earneft  wifh,  that  whatever  is  thought  of 
may  be  purfued  with  that  true  fpirit  of  firm- 
nefs  and  moderation,  which  belongs  to  the 
caufe  of  juftice ;  and  above  all,  that  by 
every  means  that  can  be  devifed,  a  good 
underftanding  and  union  may  be  infured 
amongft  refpe(^table  men  of  all  ranks  and 
defcriptions,  who  agree  in  the  main  prin- 
fipl^s  of  liberty;    although  there  may    be 

fhades 
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fhades  of  difference  in  fmaller  points,  or  it 
matters  not  calling  for  immediate  difcuffion. 
Indeed  you  will  find  it  true  wifdom,  and  a 
very  honourable  policy,  to  ftrenthen  the  caufe 
of  your  country  with  every  honefl:  aid  that 
can  be  obtained. — No  public  caufe  was  ever 
carried  by  divided  efforts. 

Till  I  have  the  *honour  of  meeting  you 
in  the  exercife  of  the  great  and  refped-able 
fundion  of  choofing  your  reprefentatives,  I 
beg  leave  to  fubfcribe  myfelf.  Gentlemen, 
with  perfed:  refpedt,  and  a  remembrance  of 
all  your  kindnefs. 

Your  mofl  obliged. 

And  faithful  humble  fervant, 

G.  Savile. 
'NewcaJik'Upon-T^yne y  Sept.  5,   1780. 


'Proceedings  of  the  General  Chamber  of 
ManufaElurers  of  Great   Britain,   on    the 
French  Treaty.      From  the  ninth  of  Febru- 
ary  to  the  twenty  feventh  of  March  1787. 

^Proceedings  of  a  General  Meeting  held  February 
10,  1787;  Tho.  Walker,  Efq.  in  the  Chair, 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  ninth  of 
this  month  was  read.  The  following  is 
a  copy  of  the  Report  : — 

IN  compliance  with  the    orders    of  the 
General  Meeting,  held  o«  the  fifth  inilant , 

•  by 
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by  which  the  committee  is  directed  to  en- 
quire into  the  following  points,  viz. 

I.  What  l\iws  muft  be  repealed  to  make 
.room  for  the  French  treaty  ? 

II.  What  articles  were  prohibited  by  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  now  admitted  ? 

III.  Does  the  French  treaty  put  an  end 
to  the  treaty  with  Portugal  ? 

IV.  Are  any  articles  exported  to  Portugal 
not  included  in  the  tariff? 

V.  Alfo  the  committee  are  requeued  to 
get  the  moft  authentic  information,  refpedt- 
ing  the  doubts  exprefled  on  their  minutes  on 
various  articles  of  the  French  treaty? 

Your  committee  have  referred  to  thofe 
(doubts  exprefled  upon  the  minutes;  and  it  is 
"with  infinite  concern  they  perceive,  that  no 
alifwer  whatfoever  has  hid^erto  been  inferted 
Upon  the  minutes  refpedting  them.  It  appears 
by  the  minutes,  that  the  firll  Fourteen  Arti- 
cles of  the  treaty  were  read  at  a  committee, 
held  on  the  21  ft  November  laft;  and  the 
committee  was  adjourned. 

On  the  28th  November,  another  committee 
was  held,  and  the  tiollowing  doubts  were 
ordered  to  be  inferted  upon  the  minutes, 
yiz. 

^.  •*  On  reconfidering  the  Fifth  Article  of 
the  treaty  laft  concluded  with  France;  the 
committee  have  fome  doubt,  whether  fuffici- 
fnt  remedy  be  provided  againft  artifts  or 
I  •  manufacturers 
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manufadlurers  being  conyeyad  out  of  the 
kingdom,  under  the  denomination  of  fervants 
to  fubjecfts  of  France,  leaving  this  country  ? 

*•  And  a  doubt  alfo  arifes,  whether  this 
Article  does  not  in  certain  cafes  repeal  the 
laws  now  in  force  againft  the  exportation  of 
fundry  raw  materials,  tools,  and  utenfils  ? 

*'  And  it  is  alfo  doubted,  whether  any 
protection  be  afforded  by  this  treaty  againft 
the  importation  from  France  of  any  articles, 
for  the  manufacflure  and  fale  of  which  an 
exclufive  privilege  is  granted  by  the  King*s 
Letters  Patent? 

**  It  alfo  feems  reafonable  to  them,  that 
if  a  drawback  be  allowed  on  the  exportation 
of  French  wines,  and  other  articles  from 
hence  ;  a  drawback  fhould  be  allowed  on  the 
itianufadlures  of  this  country,  when  exported 
from  France. 

The  firil  and  fecond  claufes  of  the  above 
doubts  appear  beyond  all  other  things  moft 
important  to  the  welfare  of  this  kingdom : 
And  your  committee,  upon  carefully  peru- 
fing  the  words  of  the  Fifth  Article,  and 
comparing  them  witji  the  convention  lately 
publilhed,  (which  is  totally  filent  on  this 
point,  although  intended  to  remove  other 
doubtful  parts  of  the  treaty,)  haye  too  great 
reafon  to  apprehend,  that  conf(fquences  of 
the  moft  alarming  nature  will  enfue,  when 
laws  are  made  (as   ftipulated  in  the  Four- 

teentl; 
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t^enth  Article)  to  give  effect  to   all  parts  of 

this  Treaty. If  thefe   apprehenfions  are 

juft,  the  Fifth  Article,  proted:ing  only  in 
certain  cafes  the  prohibitions  on  the  import 
trade,  leaves  open  the  exportation  to  France  of 
all  the  raw  materials  of  Great  Britain  at  pre- 
sent prohibited — whether  wool ^  fuller* s-eartb^ 
raw  hides  J  or  any  other  material — and  alfo, 
all  the  tools  and  utenfils  ufed  in  our  manii- 
facftures;  it  expofes  us  likewife  io  the  lofs 
of  our  artifts  and  Workmen  of  every  fort, 
who  may  chufe  to  emigrate  under  the  de- 
fcription  of  fervants  to  Frenchmen  leaving 
this  kingdom;  *•  any  law  privilege,  grant, 
immunities  or  cufloms  to  the  contrary  not- 
withftanding.** 

The  firft  queftion  of  the  General  Meeting, 
viz.  **  What  laws  muflbe  repealed  to  make 
*'  room  for  the  French  treaty  ?**  is  of  fo  ex- 
tenfive  a  nature,  that  your  committee  have 
not  been  able  to  collet  fo  full  information 
as  they  wifh  to  do:  They  have  flated  above 
generally,  that  the  laws  at  prefent  exifling 
againft  the  exportation  of  wool,  raw  hides, 
tools,  and  the  emigration  of  artifts  muft  be 
repealed;  (as  agreed  on  in  the  Fourteenth 
Article  ;)  otherwife  the  fubjecfis  of  France, 
chufing  to  relide  for  a  time  in  Great  Britain, 
and  then  to  return  home  to  their  native 
country,  for  the  purpofes  of  commerce  and 
trade,  cannot  enjoy  all  the  advantages  granted 
them  by  the  Fifth  Article  of  the  treaty. 

But, 
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But,  befides  the  laws  retraining  exporta- 
tion, there  are  many  others  which,  in  favour 
of    our    own    manufactures,    prohibit    the 
importation    of  foreign   goods,    as  the  4th 
Edward  IV.  chap.    i.   by  which  no  cloths 
wrought  beyond  fea,  (hall  be    brought   into 
England,  and  fet  to  fale ;  the  3d  Edw.  IV. 
chap.  3d  and  4th;    the    ift  of    Rich.   III. 
chap*  i2th ;  the   7th  Eliz.   chap.   7th;   the 
1 3th and  14th  Charles  II.  chap.  13th  ;  which 
contain  a  variety  of  prohibitions,  on  the  im- 
portation of  a  great  number  of  articles  in  the 
woollen,    iron,    copper    and     glafs    manu- 
fadlures ;    every  one   of  which  laws    mufl 
necelTarily   be  repealed.      And  it    has    alfo 
been  provided  by  a  law,   ift  of  Rich.  II.   c, 
9th  and  the   32d  Hen.  VIII.  c.  15.     **  That 
**  no  alien  fhall  fell  by  retail,  nor  take  any 
•*  leafe  of  a  houfe  or  fhop  to  trade  in,"  which 
muft  by  this  treaty  alfo  be  repealed,  as  the 
permiffion  to  fell  by  retail  is  not  (as   it  was 
in  the  treaty  of  Utrecht)   excepted.     And  it 
inay  be    proper   to  remark  here,    that  any 
relaxation  of  the  laws,  to  prevent  the  clan- 
deftine  landing  of  goods,  will  have  a  worfe 
efFed:  upon  our  manufa(ftures,  than  even  a 
direcft  importation  upon  certain  duties  ;  and 
your  committee   obferve,    that  by   the  free 
approach  allowed  to  French  vefTels  upon  the 
^oaft ;    and  the  time   given  by  the    treaty 
to  make  entries,  and  to  corredt  them  when 
6  .made, 
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made,  an  alteration  of  the  Cuftom-hoiife  laws 
(made  as  well  for  the  prote(ftion  of  fair 
trade,  as  the  colle(a:ion  of  the  revenue)  mull 
lake  place ;  from  which  they  apprehend 
great  mifchiefs  may  enfue. 

The  2d  queftion,  requiring  an  account 
of  thofe  articles  of  French  manufacture, 
againft  the  importation  of  which  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht  protedted  this  country  ;  but  which 
are  admitted  under  the  prefent  treaty,  is 
aifo  an  important  confideration.  By  that 
treaty  we  had  permiflion  to  fend  many 
commodities  to  France,  without  opening 
our  market  reciprocally  to  them.  Amongfl 
others  were  woollens,  cutlery,  and  hardware. 
In  thefe  articles  we  were  protected  in  the 
poffeffion  of  our  own  market  by  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht ;  but  which  by  the  prefent  treaty 
IS  given  up  to  France — and  your  committee 
cannot  help  remarking  upon  this  head,  that 
although  the  articles  called  Sellerie,  are  alfo 
admitted  into  this  kingdom  from  France  5 
yet  they  are  not  to  become  fubjed:  to  any 
duty  to  countervail  the  excife  originally  paid 
upon  leather  in  Great  Britain,  which  amounts 
to  15  per  cent. 

But  your  committee  cannot  omit  obferv- 
ing  here,  that  the  alteration  of  the  laws 
againft  fmuggling  above  hinted  at,  appears 
to  them  an  objed:  of  moft  alarming  confe- 
quence ;  not  only  with  regard  to  the  illicit 

introdu(5lion 
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introdtK^Iori  of  goods  importable  into  thfl 
kingdom  under  the  treaty ;  but  alfo  in 
refpedl  to  tiie  facility  which  various  articles 
of  the  treaty  afford  the  French  of  bringing 
into  the  kingdom  a  number  of  goods  againfl 
the  importation  of  which  the  prohibitions 
ftill  remain — particularly  all  commodities  of 
gold  ind  filver,  ribbons,  lilks,  laces,  gloves, 
&c.  which  lying  in  fo  very  fmall  a  com- 
pafs  renders  the  facility  of  fmuggling  them 
perfedlly  practicable.  With  regard  to  Portu- 
gal, your  committee  have  not  been  able 
to  learn  more  than  that  it  is  generally  un- 
derftood,  no  new  treaty  hath  been  con- 
cluded with  that  kingdom ;  and  that  the 
Methuen  Treaty,  by  which  the  importation 
of  Britifh  woollen,  and  other  manufactures 
into  Portugal  is  fecured,  will  be  at  an  end, 
unlefs  a  diminution  of  the  duty  upon  Por- 
tugal wines,  one-third  below  its  prefent 
amount,  accompanies  the  lowering  that  upon 
French  wines.  If  the  Treaty  now  in  force 
(hall  be  difcontinued,  there  are  fome  arti- 
cles exported  to  that  kingdom  not  included 
in  the  French  tariff,  for  which  it  may  be 
difficult  to  find  another  market ;  and  your 
committee  leave  it  to  every  man  to  revolve 
in  his  own  mind  the  confequences  to  the 
exports  and  imports  of  Britain,  which  will 
probably  attend  the  flopping  of  this  ancient 
and  valuable  trade. 

It 
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It  has  not  yet  been  obferved,  that  no 
ftipulation  is  made  in  the  treaty  refpe(fting 
the  allowance  of  drawbacks  on  the  expor- 
tation of  goods  imported  from  the  one  country 
to  the  other. 

There  is  no  queftion  but  Frarice  will  ex- 
pe6t  that  England  fhall  allow  her  wines,  oils, 
cambricks,  &c.  to  be  paffed  through  Eng- 
land with  fuch  a  drawback  of  the  duties 
paid  on  importation  as  the  wines  of  Por- 
tugal, the  oils  of  Italy,  and  the  linens  of 
Germany  now  are.  By  this  means  France 
will  enjoy  the  privilege  of  fupplying  our 
colonies  with  thefe  articles.  This  advantage 
ought  to  have  fome  equivalent  return  from 
France,  and  (lie  (hould  allow  our  woollen, 
hardware,  pottery,  faddlery,  and  cottons,  to 
pafs  in  like  manner  through  France  into  her 
colonies.  Unlefs  fome  arrangement  of  this 
kind  takes  place,  there  is  no  reciprocity  in  the 
treaty,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  colonial  trade 
of  both  nations — It  is  true  that  the  treaty 
is  confined  to  Europe  in  words ;  but  it  is 
not,  in  fa<5l,  unlefs  England  refufes  to  allow 
the  fame  drawbacks  on  French  wines,  oils, 
and  linens,  as  on  thofe  of  Portugal,  Italy,  and 
Germany — If  this  can  be  done,  a  corner  of 
our  trade  will  be  preferved  for  thofe  countries 
from  whence  we  may  expedl  fome  return. 

If  ^//articles  are  open  to  exportation,  the 
balance  will  be  greatly  in  fav^^ur  of  France,  as 

VOL.  III.  Y         "  the 
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the  wines,  oils,  and  linen,  have  no  reciprocal 
articles  to  place  agaioft  them;  and  therefore 
fome  Englifh  articles  fhould  he  allowed  a 
drawback  in  France,  as  woollens  and  hard- 
ware, againft  wines  and  linen  ;  but  woollens 
and  hardware  from  France  fhould  not  be 
allowed  a  drawback  in  England. 

It  is  faid  that  the  matter  of  drawbacks  is 
an  affair  of  internal  regulation,  which  each 
nation  may  fettle  to  their  own  liking.  If 
ib,  the  collecflion  of  articles  for  colonial 
confumption  is  moft  unfortunate  for  this 
country,  whofe  interefls  have  not  in  this 
refpeft  been  confidered  in  the  Treaty.  And 
there  ought  to  have  been  either  a  fair  re- 
gulation of  drawbacks,  or  fuch  a  fele<!^ion  of 
articles  as  would  not  give  fo  great  advantage 
foFrance;  who,  by  the  prefent  arrangement, 
will  fupply  our  colonies  with  wines,  oils,  and 
linens,  to  an  immenfe  amount,  while  fhe  may, 
if  ihe  pleafes,  refufe  to  let  a  fingle  article 
of  Englifh  produce  pafs  into  her  colonies. 

Refoluiions,  February  lo,    1787. 

.  Refolved  unanimoiifly,  I.  That  the  fair 
equality  of  a  Commercial  Treaty  does  not 
confifl:  in  flating  the  fpecific  articles  of  one 
kingdom  againft  another,  under  reciprocal 
duties  ;  but  in  admitting  goods  of  nearly  the 
fame  value  or  amount  into  each  kingdom 
rtfpedively,  either  duty-free,  or  under  fuch 

duties 
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duties  as   fliall   eflfed:ually  favour  the   con- 
fumption. 

II.  That  in  a  Commercial  Treaty  between 
two  countries,  where  it  (liail  fo  happen,  that 
the  principal  advantages  on  one  lide  arife 
chiefly  from  an  article  or  articles  of  which  the 
other  can  never  fend  any  in  return;  in  order 
to  efFedt  a  real  equality,  this  balance  againft 
the  latter  ought  to  be  made  Up  by  the 
admiflion  of  fuch  other  articles  as  the  latter 
can  fend  to  the  former,  either  duty-free,  or 
under  duties  which  may  efFed:ually  favour 
the  cojifumption  for  ever. 

III.  That  in  a  commercial  intercourfe 
between  two  countries,  the  advantages  ariling 
to  one  kingdom  from  the  admiflion  of  a 
produce  peculiar  to  its  climate  and  foil,  by 
the  other  kingdom,  are  durable  and  permanent 
advantages,  which  muft  always  continue  to 
operate  in  favour  of  the  former  againft  the 
latter ;  but  that  advantages  arifing  from  the 
prefent  fuperiority  in  mofl  manufadiures  are 
variable  and  tranfient ;  and  that  it  is  therefore 
expedient,  in  balancing  fuch  manufactures 
againft  fuch  produce,  to  fecure  for  ever  to  the 
former  their  prefent  advantages,  by  means  of 
low  duties,  and  fuch  other  ftipulatiqns  and 
provifions  as  may  feem  befl  adapted  to  the 
purpofe. 

IV.  That  the  duties  under  which  the 
manufadiures  forming  fuch  balance  fliould  be 

Y  2,  admitted. 
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admitted,  ought  to  be  lower  than  the  duties 
on  the  fame  articles  from  all  other  foreign 
countries  ;  and  fo  low  as  effe(5lually  to  favour 
their  confumption,  even  againft  the  home 
martufadlures  of  the  fame  kind  ;  otherwife 
the  fair  equality  is  perpetually  liable  to  be 
deftroyed. 

V.  That  it  is  much  more  indifpenfably 
neceffary  that  fuch  manufactures  fhould  be 
protected  in  their  own  home-market,  by 
unequally  high  duties  ;  otherwife  from  the 
gradual  proficiency  of  the  other  country  in 
iimilar  manufactures,  it  may  happen  in  a  little 
time,  that  the  advantages,  which  were  at  firft 
balanced  againft  each  other,  may  all  fhift  to 
one  {ide. 

VI.  That  no  fair  equality  can  exift,  if  in 
one  kingdom  there  fhall  ftill  remain  internal 
regulations  partially  favourable  to  their  own, 
and  oppreffiveto  foreign  manufactures,  while 
in  the  other  country  no  fuch  regulations  do,  or 
from  the  nature  of  the  conftitution  can,  exift. 

VII.  That  the  Committee  of  this  Chamber 
be  directed  to  enquire  how  far  the  prefent 
treaty  with  France  be  conftruCted  on  thefe 
principles,  and  to  report  their  opinion  thereon. 

VIII.  That  this  meeting  is  impreffed  with 
the  magnitude  of  the  treaty  with  France, 
and  fenftble  of  the  importance  of  its  operation 
upon  a  variety  of  interefts.  That  neither 
the   report   of    their   committee,      nor     the 

inveftigation 
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invefligation  of  any  individuals,  has,  in  their 
refult,  furnifhed  this  meeting  with  fufficient 
information  to  warrant  their  pronouncing  at 
this  time  any  certain  opinion  upon  its  merits. 
That  the  prodigious  complication  of  detail 
which  it    involves,    and  the  acknowledged 
novelty  of  the  plan,  demand  the  moft  ferious 
and  deliberate  confideration.       That   a   due 
judgment  of  it  may  be  facilitated  by  a  perufal 
of  certain  accounts,  which  have  been  ordered 
by  the  Honourable  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
but    which  accounts,  not  being  yet  printed, 
cannot  furnifh   the  afliftance  neceffary   to  a 
proper   determination.      That   this   meeting 
cannot  hear  without  alarm,  that  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  intend  to  come  to  a  vote  which 
may  be   decifive  of  the  treaty  on    Monday 
next.     That  if  the  treaty  be  found,  upon  a 
further  review  of  its  nature  and  tendency,  to 
be  really  advantageous  to  this  country,  the 
meeting  is  apprehensive,  that  fo  great  a  good 
Ihould   reft   upon    the   hazard   of    a  fingle 
immature  vote ;  but  that  the  terrors  of  this 
meeting   are  augmented   and  aggravated,  if 
upon  more  minute  enquiry  the  treaty  (hould 
turn  out  to  be  detrimental  or  pernicious,  as  a 
precipitate   refolution  may  entail  upon   the 
nation  the  moft  fatal  confequences. 

That  upon  all  thefe  views,  this  meeting  is 
of  opinion  it  is  indifpenfably  neceftary  to 
petition  that  Honourable  Houfe,  to  poftpone 

for 
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for  fome  time,  the  coming  to  any  fefolutiott 
upon  the  principle  or  merits  of  the  faid  treaty, 
which  may  be  decifive,  of  either  its  adoption 
prrejedlion.  ^  .;:.    . 

A  draft  of  a  petition  was  read,  of  wliich 
the  following  is  a  Copy : 

To  the  Honourable  the  House  of  Common's  j 

The  Petition  of  'the  feveral  Manufa^urers^ 
whofe  names  are  hereunto  fuhfcribed^  from 
their  General  Chamber  of  MamifaBurers  of 
Great  Britain, 

Humbly  Sheweth, 

THAT  your  petitioners  duly  impressed 
with  the  ferious  and  awful  importance  of 
the  Treaty  of  Commerce,  now  pending  with 
France,  beg  leave  in  all  humility  to  rteprefent. 

That  the  faid  treaty,  involving  a'-vaff 
complication  of  detail  affefting  a  variety  of 
the  greatefl  interefts  j  and  comprehending  a 
prodigious  change  in  the  commercial  fyftem 
of  this  country,  is  an  objed:  of  the  most  mo- 
mentous confideration. 

.  That  your  petitioners,  after  the  moil  care- 
ful inveftigation,  which  fuch  fources  of  in- 
formation as  they  have  been  able  to  confult 
hitherto  have  afforded  them,  are  not  capable 
of  forming  any  certain  judgment  of  a  treaty 
fraught  with  fuch  magnitude,  novelty,  and 
variety  of  matter. 

That 


That  your  petitioners  cannot  but  be  feri- 
oufly  alarmed  at  hearing  that  this  Honourable 
Houfe  have  determined  to  come  to  a  decidve 
vote  upon  the  faid  treaty  this  day.  -^ 

That  your  petitioners,  remembering  with 
gratitude  the  favour  and  indulgence  which 
they  experienced  from  this  Honourable  Houfe 
on  a  former  occafion,  and  the  providental 
effccfts  which  were  then  univerfally  allowed 
to  have  refulted  from  delay,  humbly  con- 
ceive, that  they  have  at  prefent  ftili  ftronger 
reafons  to  requeft  time  for  the  purpofe  of 
enquiry  and  deliberation,  before  this  Honour- 
able Houfe  fliall  come  to]  any  refolution 
-which  may  be  decilfive  upon  this  great 
meafure ;  '     '* 

And  therefore  your  petitioners  mod  fiunr- 
bly  implore  this  Honourable  Houfe,  to  poft- 
pone  the  adoption  of  any  fuch  refolution — • 
for  the  important  reafons  above  ftated,  and 
for  fuch  time  as  to  the  wifdom  of  this  Ho^ 
nourable  Houfe  fliall  feem  meet. 

And  your  petitioners  fliall  ever  pray: 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  the  fame  b<j 
figned  by  the  Members  prefent,  and  prefented 
to  the  Honourable  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on 
Monday  next. 

THOMAS  WALKER,  Chairman^ 


ProL 


r  . 
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Proceedings  of  a  General  Meetings  held  February 
17, 1 7  87.  Jos.  Wedgwood,  ^{c^.int  he  chair, 

Thomas  Walker,  Efq.  reported  that  the  Peti- 
tion of  the  Chamber  was  prefented  to  the 
Honourable  the  Houfe  of  Conimons,  by- 
Mr.  Alderman  Newnham. 

Fart  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
1 6th  infl.  was  read,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy  : 

YOUR  Committee  having  been  dire^fhed  by 
2,  general  meeting,  held  on  the  10th  of  this 
month,  to  enquire  apd  to  report  how  far  th^ 
prefent  treaty  with  France  is  conflrucfted  oji 
certain  principles  then  unanimoufly  refolved, 
hav^  proceeded  with  all  diligence,  to  colle(5t 
what  authentick  information  they  could,  and 
in  purfuance  of  their  duty,  beg  leave  to  fub- 
mit  their  opinions,  feverally  and  in  order,  on 
the  refpecftive  heads  referred  to  their  copr 
fideration. 

The  firil  refolution  is  as  follows  :  **  That 
the  fair  equality  of  a  Commercial  Treaty 
does  not  confifl  in  flating  the  fpeciiick  articles 
of  one  kingdom  againfl  another,  under  reci- 
procal duties ;  but  in  admitting  goods  pf 
nearly  the  fame  v^lue  of  s^mount  into  each 
kingdom  refpe<5tively,  either  duty  free,  or 
,  under  fuch  duties  as  fhall  effedually  favour 
the  confumption."  And  here  your  comr 
inittee  are  forry  to  obferve  in  the  very  be- 
ginning, that  on  the  face  of  the  treaty  they 

4.  ^« 
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do  not  perceive  the  leafl  appearance  of  th« 
fair  equality,  required  by  this  Chamber. 
On  the  contrary  they  fee  much  feeming  ine- 
quality .  While  the  wines ,  brandies ,  vinegars , 
and  oils  of  France  are  to  be  admitted  under 
duties,  which  will  effecftually  favour  the  in- 
creafe  of  their  confumption  here  to  a  very 
confiderable  amount;  the  reft  of  the  tariff 
coniifts  wholly  in  that  which  this  Chamber 
has  repeatedly  pronounced  not  to  be  a  fair 
equality,  namely,  **in  ftating  the  fpecifick 
articles  of  one  kingdom  againft  another,  under 
reciprocal  duties.  Your  committee,  how- 
ever, do  not  mean  to  deny  that  under  fuch 
reciprocal  duties  fome  advantage,  for  the  pre- 
fent,  may  arife  to  this  kingdom  in  certain 
articles  ;  but  in  others,  exclufive  of  the  pro- 
dud;ions  above-mentioned,  the  gain  will  be 
as  decifive  on  the  fide  of  the  French,  parti- 
cularly in  glafs,  lawns,  and  cambricks,  richly 
ornamented  porcelain  of  Seve,  moft  probably 
in  fuperfine  cloths  of  certain  colours,  and 
in  light  fabrics  for  fummer  wear,  as  well  as 
in  the  extenfive  article  of  millinery;  which, 
as  your  committee  have  been  informed, 
comprehends  not  only  caps,  hats,  bonnets, 
ruffles  and  fuch  fmall  articles,-  but  neck- 
kerchiefs  alfo,  cloaks,  aprons,  and  fancy 
drefTes  of  every  kind,  fize,  and  defcription. 
With  refpe<ft  to.thefe  articles  which  your 
committee  have  enumerated  as  advantageous 
tp  France,  they  obferve  that  from  the  rilk 
.k  of 
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of  introducing  a  commodity  at  once  fo  brittle 
and  fo  bulky  as  glafs,  they  believe  it  not  to 
have  been   fmuggled  into  this  country  ;   and 
,the  premium  of   infurance    on    ready-made 
cloaths,     clandeftinely    imported,    being    at 
40I.  per  cent,   a  very  fmall  quantity  indeed 
(though  fome  little  your  committee  are  well 
ftfliired)  did  find  its   way    into   our  market. 
The   fame  too   may  be  faid   of  all  articles 
included  under  millinery  from  France.     The 
danger,  therefore,  in  thefc  branches  is  wholly 
new;     and   confequcntly    cannot   be    eafily 
afcertained.      Cambricks    and  lawns,    it   is 
true,  were  very  generally  fmuggled,   but  the 
premium  of  infurance  being  fo  high  as   16 
per  cent,  on  the  average,  our  Irifli  and  Scotch 
manufacftures  of  thefe   goods   did   notwithr. 
ilanding  increafe,  and  the  latter  more  efpe- 
cially,    as    your  committee   do  know,    was 
doubled   in  the  fpace   of  four^or  five  years 
from  1780  or  81  to  Michaelmas  1785.     But 
the  duty  of  the  tariff  being  very  much  below 
"what  the  article  would  bear,    and  what  was 
a(5lually  paid  to  the  fmuggler,   the  difficulty 
of   the  competition    in  the    Britifh    market, 
is  proportionably  increafed  to  the   prejudice 
of  our  own  manufa6tures,  and  a  new  danger 
incurred,    which  may   probably  be  fatal  to 
them.     On  the  other  hand,  your  committee 
prefume   it  to  be   notorious,    that  moft,    if 
not   all   our   articles   which  are  now  to  be 
directly  admitted,  did  before  get  into  France 
6  -  circuitoufly 
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circuitoufly  to  a  very  great  amount.  Large 
orders  were  fent  to  this  country  from  the 
free  ports  of  France  and  the  neighbouring 
territories ;  from  whence  your  committee 
have  good  reafon  to  be  perfuaded,  that  the 
goods  were  conveyed  into  the  interior  part 
of  France  by  fome  clandeftine  means  not 
particularly  known  to  your  committee;  anci 
as  far  as  your  committee  could  learn,  the 
aggregate  expences  of  this  illicit  importation 
did  not  enhance  the  price  of  the  goods  to  the 
confumer  in  France,  fo  much  as  the  duties 
tvi'll'  under  the  prefent  treaty :  fo  that  the 
French  manufacfturer  will  have  no  ne^V 
difficulty  of  competition  to  apprehend.  Frorh 
the  fame  caufes  too  it  will  be  found,  that 
the  extent  of  the  advantages  which  England 
will  receive,  are  fubjed:  to  much  uncertainty 
in  ^ny  calculation.  But  thofe  of  France  are 
fure  in  the  articles  above-mentioned,  and 
efpecially  in  the  encreafed  confumption  of 
her  wines,  brandies,  vinegars,  and  oils': 
and  your  committee  mull:  not  forget  to  add, 
that  in  all  thefe  particulars,  France  gains  here 
a  market  more  or  lefs  new^  without  the  lofs  of 
an  old  one,  while  England  at  leaji  hazards  the 
lucrative  markets  of  Portugal  and  Spain. 

To  the  fecond  refolution  your  committee 
will  not  anfwer  at  large,  as  the  effence  of  it 
is  included  in  thofe  which  follcrw,  and  pro- 
bably its   chief  objed   was  to   mark  more 

clearly 
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clearly  the  connediion  of  the  latter,  with  a 
principle  before  fancftioned  by  the  Chamber, 
in  their  refolutions  on  the  Irilh  proportions , 
Your  committee,  therefore,  will  content 
themfelves  with  obferving  that  wines,  bran- 
dies, vinegars,  and  oils,  are  undoubtedly 
♦*  articles  of  which  Great  Britain  can  never 
**  fend  any  return,"  iflhe  were  permitted  fo 
to  do,  which  fhe  is  not:  but  that  on  the 
other  hand,  **  no  articles  which  fhe  can  fend, 
are  admitted  on  fuch  terms,  as  may  effec- 
tually favour  the  confumption,/^r  ever:"  con- 
fequently  on  the  principle  eftablifhed  by  the 
Chamber  in  the  refolution,  **  no  real 
•*  equality  is  effected. ** 

The  third  refolution  your  committee  have 
more  fully  confidered.  They  perceive  the 
wines,  brandies,  oils,  and  vinegars  of  France, 
to  be  indifputably  *•  producflions  peculiar  to 
their  climate  and  foil,"  fo  as  to  be  generally 
efleemed  fuperior  to  the  fimilar  produce  of 
every  other  country.  It  follows,  therefore, 
tkiat  *'  the  advantages  which  will  arife  to 
France  from  the  admiflion  of  thefe  articles 
here  agreeably  to  the  tariff,  will  be  durable 
and  permanent  advantages,  and  muff  always 
continue  to  operate  in  favour  of  France againfl 
Great  Britain."  It  muff  alfo  be  recolleded, 
that  until  Great  Britain  fhall  be  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  ultimate  fate  of  her  trade 
with  Portugal  and  Spain,  flie  cannot  detei- 

minQ 
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mine  how    much    the  advantages  of  thefe 
articles  to  France,  may  or  may  not  exceed 
the  amount  of  that  boon  which  the  negocia- 
tor  of  this  country   may   have   intended   to 
give,   or   of  the  advantages  which   he  may 
have   confented  to   take  for  an  equivalent : 
neither  can  it   be  known,  what  facrifices  of 
our  own  exports    we  may  be  compelled  to 
make,    by     confequence     of   (hewing  this 
favour  to  France.     On  the  other  hand,  your 
committee  cannot   but   notice    with  regret, 
that  no  admiflion  is  given  to  the  produce  of 
ourfifheries,  which,  under  the  faith  of^Jreaties 
more  ancient  than  the  convention  of  1703, 
conftituted  fo  profitable    a   branch    of  our 
commerce  to  Portugal ;  if  we  ratify   any  a(5t 
which  that  power  may  think  a  violation  of 
that  treaty,  it  is  not  to  be  exped:ed  that  (he 
will  regard,  on  her  part,  her  own  prior  en- 
gagements towards  us.     There  is  alfo  one 
other  omifHon  which  your  committee  muil 
point  out,  the  omiflion  of  a  clafs  of  manu- 
factures formed    from  a  material  for  whicb 
this    ifland    was    pre-eminently    renowned 
from   its    firft    difcovery;    your    committee 
allude   to   our   manufad:ures  of  tin,  which 
has  of  late  been   worked  up  into  fo  many 
new  (hapes   by    the    invention    of  Engli(h 
artificers.      This  omidion    is  the   more  re- 
markable, becaufe  unwrought  tin  is  one  of 
the    articles   admitted    from  England   into 

France. 
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France,  even  by  the  prohibitory  edidl  of  July 
the  17th,  1785. 

Your  committee  hope  they  fhall  not  be 
deemed  to  have  digrelTed  from  the  purpofes 
of  the  enquiry,  entrufted  to  them,  by  thus 
remarking  what  is  not  in  the  treaty;  fince 
they  have  thus  fhewn  how  the  principle  re- 
folved  by  the  chamber,  might  have  been 
carried  into  execution.  They  will  now  pro- 
ceed, as  they  were  direcfted,  to  examine 
what  is  in  the  treaty. 

The  only  advantages  which  can  be  derived 
to  Great  Britain,  muft  arife  from  her  **  pre- 
fent  fuperiority  in  manufad:ures,  which  is 
variable  and  tranfient."  On  looking  over 
the  tariff,  your  committee  cannot  difcover  a 
lingle  manufadiure,  of  which  the  raw  mate- 
rial is  exclufively  our  own.  To  all  our  firil 
and  feeond  cloths,  more  or  lefs  Spanifli  wool 
is  indifpenfably  requifite;  and  if  at  any  fu- 
ture time  Spain  fhould  prohibit  the  expor- 
tation of  her  wool  to  us,  and  allow  it  to 
France  under  the  family  compad:,  which  is 
eflablilhed  by  the  prefent  treaty,  in  fuper- 
c/sflion  of  our  two  treaties  of  Paris  in  1763 
and  1783 — all  thefe  branches  of  our  great 
flaple  muft  be  transferred  to  our  rivals  ;  nor 
are  the  kinds  of  woollens,  which  are  made 
of  our  own  .fleeces,  of  a  quality  not  imitable 
by  the  wool  of  other  countries. 

In  regard  to  our  cotton  manufacflures,  we 

are 
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are  dependant  on  foreign  ftates  for  one  half 
at  leafl:  of  the  raw  material  confumed  therein. 
For  one  eighth  we  depend  on  France  herfelf, 
who  is  to  be  our  competitor  in  her  own 
markets  ;  and  for  as  much  more  of  the  fineft 
fort,  on  Portugal. 

If  thefe  fupplies  (hould  be  flopped,  how- 
ever we  may  ftill  be  able  to  fatisfy  our 
home  demand,  we  fhall  certainly  be  inca- 
pacitated from  pufhing  any  advantages  which 
other  wife  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  opened  to 
us  by  the  prefent  treaty.  And  here  your 
Committee  are  fincerely  grieved  to  add, 
what  they  have  heard  on  credible  authority, 
that  France  has  lately  laid  a  duty  equal 
to  4d.  per  lb.  on  the  exportation  of  her  own 
cotton  wool;  and  is,  befides,  negociating 
with  Portugal,  to  obtain  an  exclufive  right 
of  purchaiing  all  the  cotton  of  the  Brazils. 

As  to  our  hardwares,  your  Committee  find 
in  a  fummary  of  the  evidence  before  the 
Lords  on  the  Irifh  propofitions  (which  was 
publifhed  by  the  General  Chamber)  that  the 
iron  annually  imported  into  Great  Britain, 
is  no  lefs  than  55,000  tons,  while  only 
30,000  tons  are  faid  to  be  made  here.  The 
duty  on  iron  imported  is  2I.  i6s.  i4^d.  which 
appears  to  be  abfolutely  neceffary,  **  becaufe 
**  it  is  with  the  utmofl  difficulty  we  can 
••  keep  pace  with  the  Ruffian  iron,  and 
**  therefore  it  is  impoflible  foa:  us  to  lower 

**  our 
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•*  our  price."  In  France,  your  Committed 
learn  that  the  importation  duty  into  the 
provinces  of  the  Five  Great  Farms  is  no 
more  than  12s.  6d.  fterhngper  ton,  including 
the  10  five  per  cents:  iron  is  fubjedl  alfo  in 
thefe  Great  Farms  to  a  particular  ftamp  duty, 
&c.  amounting  to  il.  5s.  per  ton  more, 
which  makes  in  all  il.  17s.  6d.  But  this 
flamp  duty  is  not  levied  in  a  great  part  of 
France,  that  is  to  fay,  in  all  the  diftric^ls 
dependent  on  the  Parliaments  of  Aix, 
Bourdeaux,  Rennes,  Benfan9on,  and  Douai, 
as  well  as  within  the  Supreme  Councils  of 
Perpignan,  Arras,  Colmar,  and  Nancy; 
this  is  a  circumftance  of  confequence  in 
fettling  the  countervailing  duties  in  France. 
And  your  committee  think  it  not  improper 
here  to  remark,  the  danger  of  our  lofing  a 
conliderable  trade  in  anchors,  which  it 
appears  we  have  with  Portugal. 

Your  committee  think  it  unnecefTary  to 
reprefent  at  length,  that  hemp  and  flax, 
leather,  wood  for  cabinet  ware,  copper,  filk 
for  the  fabrick  of  gauzes,  clays  for  porcelain 
and  pottery,  and  the  raw  materials  for  glafs, 
are  not  peculiar  to  this  ifland. 

In  refpe6l  to  coals,  with  which  we  are 
fuppofed  to  be  peculiarly  fupplied ;  your 
committee  ought  not  to  omit  the  informa- 
tion delivered  by  one  of  our  members  at 
the  lail   General  Meeting,    *'  That  having 

**  lately 
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•*  lately  been  in  France,  he  knew  there  was 
**  a  fine  vein  of  coal  in  the  neighbourhood 
•*  of  Boulogne."  There  are  coals  alfo,  and 
iron  mines  in  various  parts  of  French 
Flanders.  To  which  your  committee  muft 
add,  that  by  the  '7th  article  of  the  treaty, 
being  intitled  to  all  the  indulgencies  of  the 
mo  ft  favoured  nation,  the  French  may 
demand  the  benefits  of  the  31ft  Geo.  II.  c. 
15.  and  the  13  Geo.  III.  c.  17.  by  which 
culm  may  be  exported  to  Lifbon  at  one 
fhilHng  ia-20ths  of  a  penny  the  chaldron. 
And  for  every  ufe  of  the  furnace,  though 
not  of  the  forge,  your  committee  have  been 
told  that  culm  is  as  ferviceable  as  coal  of 
any  other  defcription. 

In  none  of  thefe  manufactures  are  the 
French  intirely  ignorant:  and  fome  of  them 
we  ourfelves  received  from  that  country. 
But  your  committee  are  affured,  that  they 
have  labour  certainly  one  half-cheaper ;  and 
many  of  their  moft  induflrious  provinces 
(particularly  the  whole  of  French  Flanders) 
are  very  lightly  taxed,  not  above  twelve  or 
thirteen  (hillings  per  head  on  the  average^ 
and  fome  of  their  manufacturing  towns  have 
peculiar  and  extejifive  privileges  ;  and  above 
all,  they  are  exempted  from  the  *•  bad  policy 
and  deftru<ftive  effects  of  the  cxcife  laws, 
which  render  a  large  capital  necelTary  for 
the  manufacturer,  greatly  enhance  the  pric"> 
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of  finiflied  goods  to  the  confumef  Without 
producing  an  adequate  remedy  to  the  flate ; 
and  fubjed:  the  manufacturer  to  the  vexatious 
controul  of  revenue  officers ;  who  being 
at  the  fame  time  admitted  into  the  fecrets 
of  his  bufinefs,  a(5l  as  fpies  upon  all  his 
operations,  communicate  his  improvements, 
which  have  coft  him  great  labour  and 
expence,  to  others,  perhaps  Xo  foreign  rivals ^ 
and  thus  effecftually  check  the  exertions  of 
genius  and  invention.**  The  danger  of 
divulging  the  operations  of  the  Britifh 
manufac^turer  to  foreign  rivals  is  infinitely 
increafed  by  the  privilege  given  by  the 
treaty  to  French  fubjedls,  who  may  now 
openly  and  avowedly  commence  iimilar 
manufactlures  in  his  very  neighbourhood. 
.  There  remains  then  only  the  advantages 
of  capital  apd  fkill.  Comparatively  free 
from  taxes  as  France  is,  and  low  as  is  the 
price  of  her  labour,  considerably  lefs  thai^ 
the  capital  employed  here,  will  there  fuffice 
for  the  fame  operations.  Nor  is  France  in 
ivant  of  money,  though  her  wealth  has  not 
hitherto  been  generally  applied  to  the  pro- 
motion of  her  national  induftry,  from  the 
prejudices  of  her  nobility,  who  looked  on 
all  trades  as  dilhonourable  ;  prejudices,  how- 
ever, which  are  daily  vanilhing  before  the 
examples  of  the  king  and  the  princes  of 
the  blood,  who  are  ad:ual  partners  in  manu- 
|;fa<ftories  of  various  kinds.  The 
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The  principal  deficiency  of  France  is 
undoubtedly  in  Ikill.  But  in  this  our  rivals 
are  making  a  rapid  progrefs  every  hour. 
And  here  your  committee  cannot  but  refer 
the  Chamber  to  their  own  apprehenfions  at 
the  time  of  the  Irifh  proportions,  **  from 
the  vigorous  efforts  made  by  other  European 
nations,  both  openly  and  furreptitioufly,  to 
tranfplant  the  Britifh  manufa(ftures  into  their 
refpecftive  dominions,**  which  apprehenfions 
this  Chamber  is  confcious,  were  chiefly 
excited  by  Fraq^e.  An  evidence  on  the 
petition  to  the  Lords,  againfl  emigration, 
ftated,  **  that  ten  workmen  in  glafs  had 
been  feduced  into  France,  four  of  them  m 
the  latter  end  of  lafl  year ;  and  that  fince 
thofe  workmen  ha^d  left  us,  the  French  had 
made  a  very  confiderable  progrefs  in  this 
manufacflure  at  Seve:**  And,  **  another 
evidence,  a  currier  and  leather-cutter,  ftated, 
that  feveral  journeymen  in  that  bufinefs 
had  gone  over  to  France,  and  that  a  great 
jnanufadiory  is  carried  on  in  Normandy.** 
As  to  cottons,  a  member  of  this  committee 
affirmed  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that 
from  the  rivahhip  of  the  French,  his  manu- 
fa(5ture  had  fuffered  very  cqnfiderably  ;  and 
that  **  a  refpedtable  friend  of  his  had  been 
offered  his  own  terms,  if  he  would  fettle 
at  Rouen,  or  in  that  neighbourhood.**  And 
the  proficiency  of  the  French  in  this  branch, 
%  %  .  was 
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was  confirmed  by  another  refpedlable  gentle- 
man, who  being  afked  whether  the  French 
had  not  tried  to  eflabhfti  the  cotton  manu- 
facture in  their  country,  repHed,  *'  That 
they  not  only  had  tried,  but  were  increafing 
that  manufadture  very  faft."  The  fame  too 
was  afferted  by  another  refpecftable  member 
of  this  Chamber,  who,  in  addition,  produced 
to  the  Houfe  a  fpeci?}ien  of  French  rnanu- 
faBure.  In  the  article  of  fine  woollens  it  is 
notorious,  that  the  French  have  long  fince 
beaten  uis  out  of  all  the  ibuthern  markets. 
They  have  alfo  brought  their  coarfe  woollens 
ta  very  high  perfecStion,  and  are  daily  im- 
piroving  their  wool,  by  amending  their  mode 
of  managing  their  fheep.  They  have  a  large 
manufactory  of  hofiery  at  Moulins,  under 
Mr.  Jacquefon,  who  traces  his  defcent  from 
England.  H^  works  in  all  the  Nottingham 
branches,  and  fays,  that  he  has  made  many 
important  improvements,  which,  about  two 
months  fince,  he  went  to  lay  before  the 
Minifter  and  the  King  at  Fontainbleau, 
And  finally,  in  reference  to  the  iron  trade, 
your  committee  beg  leave  to  repeat  the 
information  given  by  a  member  of  this 
committee,  who  alTerts,  that  there  are  feveral 
manufa(ftories  of  iron  eflabliflied  in  Burgundy. 
It  is  to  our  machines,  prelfes,  dyes,  and 
tools,  that  we  are  indebted  for  prefent  fupe- 
riority.  **  In  proportion  as  thefe  are  ex- 
4  .       ported 
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ported  and  copied  in  foreign  countries  (faid 
a  refpe<5table  member  in  his  evidence  before 
the  Lords)  in  that  proportion  our  export? 
of  manufacflured  goods  to  thefe  countries 
muft  decreafe,  and  (as  he  afterwards  adds) 
the  uhimate  ruin  of  many  of  the  Britifli 
inanufad:ures  muft  follow."  In  their  laft 
report  your  committee  ftated  certain  doubts 
on  this  fubjedt,  which  had  been  entered  on 
their  books,  but  did  not  yet  appear  to  have 
been  fatisfied.  They  will  now  offer  fome 
remarks  on  the  Situation  of  the  Britifh  manu- 
facturers, fuppofing  that  the  fubfifting  laws 
againft  the  emigration  of  our  artifans,  and 
the  exportation  of  our  tools,  fhall  not  be 
formally  repealed. 

By  the\  treaty  a  mode  is  opened,  and  now 
exprefsly  to  be  legalifed,  in  which  all  our 
manufa(fluring  (kill  may  be  conveyed  away. 
A  French  manufacturer  on  a  fmall  capital, 
fupplied  by  Government,  may  come  hither 
with  his  workmen,  fet  up  his  trade,  by 
large  wages  draw  to  him  two  or  three  of 
the  beft  workmen  of  this  country,  mix  them 
with  his  own,  till  the  latter  have  acquired 
all  the  manual  practices  and  fecrets  of  tl^e 
former ;  and  if  he  cannot  feduce  our  men 
to  accompany  him,  he  may  at  leaft  return 
unmolefted  with  his  own. 

The  law  againft  aliens,  it  is  true,  has  not 
for  a  long  time  been  enforced,  becaufe  it 

would 
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would  have  been  bad  policy  to  prevent  the 
influx  of  real  capital,  and  real  induftry ;  but 
it  might,  and  your  committee  cannot  doubt 
but  it  would  );\ZNt.  been  occafionally  exerted, 
if  any  fuch  iinifter  pracflices  had  been 
attempted.  By  the  prefent  treaty,  every 
check  of  every  kind  is  totally  removed. 

After  this  detail  of  fa(fls  and  reafonings, 
your  committee  have  only  to  add,  on  this 
third  refolution,  that  they  do  not  find  in  the 
treaty,  that  w^hich  the  Chamber  unanimoufly 
refolved  to  be  expedient  ;  there  is  no  ftipu- 
lation  or  provifion  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  committee,  can  fecure  to  our  manufac- 
tures any  permanent  advantages. 

Refolutions,  February  I'jth,   1787. 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  I.  That  the  Chamber 
do  with  great  fatisfadlion  recoiled:,  and  mofl: 
cordially  recognize  and  confirm,  the  firfl: 
principles  upon  which  the  General  Chamber 
of  Manufacflurers  of  Great  Britain  was 
originally  formed,  viz.  **  To  watch  over  their 
interefl:s  at  large  as  one  aggregate,  and  to 
bepreparedtofurnifliGovernment,  if  required  J 
with  fuch  IMPARTIAL  and  true  information y 
as  they  may,  from  time  to  time,  fland  in 
need  of,  for  the  proteftion  of  the  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  of  the  Empire  at 
LARGE  i    for  the  want  of  whii:h,    or  by 

relying 
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relying  upon  the  infortnatioji given  by  interejlcd 
individuals y  the  true  intereft  of  the  whole 
has  been  often  unavoidably  miftaken."  And 
are  fully  determined  to  be  guided  in  their 
judgment  upon  the  French  Treaty,  by  the 
fame  juft  and  liberal  principles. 

II.  That  it  having  been  authentically 
ftated  by  a  member  of  this  Chamber,  that 
it  had  been  urged  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
on  Monday  laft,  as  an  inevitable  confequence 
of  the  prefent  treaty,  that  the  Britifh  -market 
muft  be  opened  upon  terms  of  a  limilar  re- 
ciprocity to  the  Irifh  trader,  and  manufad:urer; 
and  that  no  fatisfacflory  anfvver  having  been 
given  by  the  Miniver ;  that  the  Chamber, 
perceiving  the  weight  and  importance  of  this 
confideration,  apprehend  from  his  filence, 
that  it  is  intended  to  renew  the  Irifh 
Propofitions  when  the  prefent  treaty  fhall 
be  confirmed. 

III.  That  the  Chamber  have  received  and 
examined  the  report  of  their  committee, 
appointed  to  eqquire  how  f^r  the  prefent 
treaty  with  France  be  conftrucfted  on  fuch 
principles  as  had  been  previpufly  approved 
by  the  Chamber,  on  the  iQth  of  February, 
aqd  do  e;ntirely  admit  the  facfts,  and  concur  in 
the  reafoning  advanced  in  it,  fo  far  a^  \% 
expends. 

IV.  That  the  Chamber  are  more  than  ever 
CQP.yinced,  frorn  a  refle(5tion  on  the  important* , 

fiiggeflion^ 
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fuggeftions  thrown  out  in  the  fad  report,  of, 
the  indifpenfable  neceffity  which  exifts  for 
deep  confideration,  and  all  reafonable  delay 
in  this  great  fubjed:,  previous  to  a  decifion 
that  may  prove  elTentially  injurious  to  all  the 
commercial  interefls  of  this  country. 

V.  That  the  Chamber  are  determined  to 
perfevere  in  refpedtful  applications  to  Parlia- 
ment, whenever  they  fhall  be  neceffary, 
without  being  awed  or  rcprefled  by  any 
farcafms  thrown  upon  their  proceedings,  or 
reflecSlions  on  their  conducfl,  come  they  from 
what  quarter  they  may. 

VI.  That  the  thanks  of  the  Chamber  be 
given, to  Mr.  Alderman  Newnham,  for  his 
politenefs  and  attention  in  prefenting  their 
petition  to  Parliament,  and  for  the  zeal  and 
ability  fhewn  by  him  in  the  fupport  of  it. 

JOSIAH  WEDGWOOD,   Chairman. 


Proceedings  of  a  General  Meeting  held  March 
37,  17B7J  Tho.  Walker,  Efq.  in  the  Chair, 

The  conclufion  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  refolutions  of  the  loth  of  February, 
was  examined  and  received.  The  following 
is  a  copy  of  it : — 

THE  enquiries  of  your  committee  under 
the  fourth  refolution,  viz.  [**  That  the  duties 

under 
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nnder  which  the  manufaAures  forming  fuch 
balance  (hould  be  admitted,  ought  to  be 
lower  than  the  duties  on  the  fame  articles 
from  all  other  foreign  countries  ;  and  fo  low 
as  efFecftually  to  favour  their  confumption, 
even  againft  the  home  manufad;ures  of  the 
fame  kind  j  otherwife  the  fair  equality  is 
perpetually  liable  to  be  deftroyed,"]  naturally 
refolve  themfelves  into  two  points — whether 
by  the  tariff  the  Britifh  manufadcures,  from 
whence  alone  our  gain  is  to  arife,  are  fecured 
in  polTeflion  of  the  French  market  againft  all 
other  foreign  competitors  ;  and  whether  they 
are  fo  fecured  as  always  to  enfure  to  us  the 
fame  advantages  againft  their  own  manu- 
fadiures  of  limilar  articles  ? 

On  the  former  of  thefe  points  your 
committee  will  content  themfelves  with 
examining  the  duties  on  the  very  firft  article 
of  the  tariff^  which  can  be  imported  into 
France  from  this  country — the  article  of  beer. 

Your  committee  find  that  from  any  other 
foreign  country  but  England,  on  entering  the 
provinces  of  the  Five  Great  Farms,  beer  only 
pays  by  the  Paris  ton  of  216  Englifh  gallons 
— 4  Ih.  i6.r. 

On  this  duty  there  are  10  five  per  cents. — 
2  liv.  8/. 

Faffing  from  the  provinces  of  the  aids 
to  the  provinces  exempted  from   the   aids^ 

and 
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and   the  reverfe,  it  pays  a  fiibvention  duty 
of  j^liv.  IJ-. 

Ten  5  per  cents,  on  this — a  liv.  6d. 

Gauge  duty  on  the  fubvention  duty — * 
j'/h.'  'js. 

Ten  I  per  cents,  on  this — ly.  6d, 
Total — \^  liv.  6s. 

In  EngHfh    money    the    Paris    ton   pay^ 
< altogether  lis.  gd. 

If  the  beer  is  defigned  for  Lyons,  or  enters 
the  kingdom  of  Languedoc  or  Provence;  or 
if  it  paffes  in  whatever  manner  into  Dauphine, 
it  pays  alfo  the  local  duty  of  the  Douane  of 
Lyons  at  the  rate  of  1 5  fols  for  every  ance ; 
(a  meafure^ontaining  about  one  ninth  of  a 
ton)  this  malces  per  ton-r-6  liv.  1 5^. 

Two  5  per  cents,  on  this^ — ly.  6d. 
Total — "j/Iv.  Ss.  6d. 

Douane  of  Lyons  per  ton  in  Englifh  money, 
— 6s.  2^i. 

If  the  beer  paffes  through  Dauphine,  it  is 
alfo  fubjedl  to  the  Douane  of  Valence  of  1 2  fols 
the  ance  of  three  barrels,  of  which  barrels 
there  are  eight  to  the  ton,  this  makes  by  the 
ton —  I  liv.  I'xs. 

In  Englilh  money — ij-.  4^. 

Englijh  Beer  may  be  eftimated  at  rather 
more  than  ij*.  per  gallon,  if  we  average  the 
value  of  ftrong  beer,  ale,  and  porter.  A  Paris 
ton  therefore  will  be  worth  fairly  abput  216 
ihillings,  or  ^10.  16/. 

The 
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The  value  of  the  cafks  is  ftated  by  the 
brewers  in  their  evidence  before  the  Privy 
Council  on  the  Irifli  Propofitions,  to  be  about 
33r^'  P^r  cent,  fay  23  per  cent,  on  which  the 
ad  va/orem  duty  muft  be  paid,  as  well  as  on 
the  liquor.  The  cafks  then  will  be  an  addition 
of  about  70J".  gd, — ^^3.  los.  gd. 

Or,  this  added  together  will  make^i  4. 6j'.9^. 

And  on  this  fum  the  duty  to  be  paid  at  ^o 
per  cent,  will  amount  to  86j'.  and  a  fradlion, 
or  to  ^4.  6s. 

While  foreign  beer  imported  into  France 
from  any  other  country  may  pay  only  1 2s.  gd. 

And  at  moll  can  only  pay  £1 .  3^4  • 

It  is  demonftrable,  therefore,  from  thefe 
calculations,  which  are  taken  from  undoubted 
authorities,  that  the  duties  on  Englifli  beer 
entering  France  will  exceed  thofe  on  the 
beer  of  any  other  country  by  three  hundred 
fer  cent.  -  And  even  this  heavy  difproportion 
will  be  yet  highly  aggravated  by  the  addition 
of  the  countervailing  duties,  which  France 
has  referved  the  right  of  laying :  but  which 
your  committee  have  not  fufficient  information 
to  eftimate  with  precilion.  It  is  unneceflary  to 
remark,  that  there  is  no  natural  caufe,  why 
any  foreign  country  fhould  not  be  able  to  rival 
the  breweries  of  England. 

An  attention   to  brevity   will  not  permit 

your  committee  to  examine  all  the  articles 

ia  the  fame  manner :  they  will,  however, 

v-iH  -     t^    '^i  i  make 
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make  fome  fhort  obfervations  on  one  or  two 
more. 

Linens  from  Great  Britain  admitted  into 
France  pay  thp  fame  duties  as  Flemifh  or 
Dutch  linens  now  pay  in  England,  that  is  by 
the  ell  IJ-.  3^.  /^r^oihs.  and  a  fradiion  j  or  on 
the  piece  of  15  ells,  18/.  6d.  They  will 
alfo  be  fubjed:  to  the  duties  on  circulation, 
after  they  fliall  once  have  reached  their  place 
of  deftination,  if  they  are  then  moved  acrofs 
the  boundaries  of  the  Five  Great  Farms. 

Foreign  linens  in  general  on  the  piece  of 
15  French  ells  pay  only  8  liv^  Ten  5  pef 
cents,  on  this — 4  Ih. 

Jn  Englifn  money,  altogether,  ioj*. 

And  Swifs  linens  pay  only  half  this,  or  ^s, 

Befides  the  latter  are  exempted  from  alj 
duties  on  circulation,  this  will  effe(5tually 
exclude  Britifh  linens  from  France;  and 
how  far  it  will  operate  againft  the  flaple 
manufad:ure  of  Ireland,  your  committee 
truft  the  manufacturers  of  that  kingdom  wilf 
Jerioufly  coniider 

The  finefl:  kind  of  earthen  ware  pays 
in  France  by  the  hundred  weight--^20  liv. 

Ten  5  per  cents,  on  this  is — 10  liv. 

In  Englifh   money  altogether,    for  every 
hundred  weight  flerling — £\.  c^s. 

The  coarfe  kind  oi pottery  pays  an  uniform 
duty,  by  the  hundred  weight,  of — zliv.  lO/, 

Ten  5  per  cents,  on  this — i  liv.  5/. 

Altogether  inEnglilh  money — y,  id~. 

Your 


"^our  committee  are  foriythat  they  liad  not 
ar>  opportunity  of  learning  from  the  Prefident 
what  may  be  the  amount  of  the  1 1  per  cent. 
ad  valorem  duty  by  the  tariff  on  loolb.  weight 
of  the  finer  and  coarfer  forts  of  earthen  ware 
and  pottery.  They  havereafon,  however,  to 
heheve,  from  fuch  knowledge  as  they  could 
iolledt,  that  the  difference  of  duties  on  the 
goods  of  foreign  potters,  when  they  enter 
France,  -muft  be  fome  hundreds  per  cent. 
to  the  difadvantage  of  this  nation  in  all 
ornamental  articles. 

On  the  fecond  ^  point,  whether  we  are 
fecured  in  the  French  market  againfl  the 
French  manufa(5lures  ;  your  committee  will 
onlyobferve,  that  the  reciprocal  duties  are  fo 
high  as  to  be  virtual  prohibitions,  whenever 
there  (hall  be  any  thing  like  an  equality  c^ 
fkJll.  Our  manufactures  aie  liable  alfo  to 
be  unequally  burthened  by  various  internal 
regulations,  which  your  committee  will  more 
fully  confider  under  the  fixth  refolution. 

The  pofition  of  the  fifth  refolution, 
**  That  our  own  home  market  ought  to  be 
fecured  by  unequally  high  duties  on  thofe 
manufactures  which  form  the  balance  on  our 
i<ide,"  is  a  principle  palpably  difregarded 
throughout  the  treaty  ; — fince,  as  your  com- 
mittee have  before  remarked,  and  as  the 
molt  inattentive  reader  will  perceive,  all  the 
duties  of  the  tariff,    except   thofe   on   the 

produ(fts 


produdl:s  bf  France,  are  nicely  recipro(:a1. 
Thefe  duties,  however,  will  not  aifl  as  virtual 
prohibitions  in  our  favour,  in  the  fame  decifive' 
manner  as  they  will  protect  the  French 
manufa^ure,  fuppofing  the  Ikill  of  the  two 
nations  to  be  hereafter  equal ;  becaufe  the 
other  advantages  which  our  rivals  woyld  enjoy 
in  the  cheapnefs  of  labour,^  and  comparative 
immunity  from  taxes,  and  other  circumflances 
before  mentioned,  would,  in  mofl  cafes,  more 
than  counterpoife  the  import  duties  of  the 
tariff;  in  the  leather  trade  efpecially,  the 
excife  duty  on  the  drelTed  material  has  been 
computed  to  be  equal  to  the  tjd  valorem  duty 
of  15  per  cent.  And  this  excife  is  not  to  be 
countervailed.  Your  committee,  therefore, 
have  no  doubt,  that  from  the  gradual  pro- 
ficiency of  France  in  manufacturing  ikill, 
•*  It  may,  in  a  little  time,  happen  that  the 
advantages  which  were  atfirft  balanced  againft 
each  other,  may  all  fliifi  to  one  fide.'* 

Under  the  iixth  and  lafl  refolution,  your 
committee  have  endeavoured  to  learn  as 
accurately  as  they  could,  what  internal 
regulations  ftill  remain  in  France  ;  partially 
favourable  to  their  own,  and  oppreflive 
to  foreign  manufacftures :  for  in  our  own 
country  i;ip  fuch  regulations  do,  or  from  the 
nature  of  our  conflitution  can  exift.  And 
here  youi^  committee  proceeded  with  the 
more  caution ;  becaufe  they  have  been  in- 
'J  formed 
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formed  by  one  of  their  Members,  that 
n  perfon  of  very  high  authority  pubHcIy 
aiferted,  on  a  recent  occalion,  that  no  fuch 
regulations  exifl  in  France,  more  than  in 
our  own  ifland.  The  minifter  is  reported 
to  have  faid,  that  the  duties  on  circulation 
were  in  the  nature  of  a  toll,  and  were  equally 

^levied  on  all  fimilar  goods  of  whatever 
origin,  and  the  fame  information  was  deli-^ 
vered  to  the  committee  by  a  rnember  of  the 
Chamber  from  the  Lords  of  Trade.  Your 
committee,  therefore,  think  it  their  duty  to 
reprefent  on  what  authority  they  prefume  to 
Hate  the  contrary;  and  that  is,  a  French 
Book  of  Rates,  called  Recife//  Alphabetique 
des  Droits  de  Traites^  publiflied  at  Avignon 
in  1786,  and,  as  it  is  generally  underflood 
in  Paris,  under  fan<ftion  of  the  Farmer *s- 
General  themfelves:  A  work  from  which 
your  committee  have  'derived  confiderable 
alliftance,  as  to  the  French  duties,  which 
they  have  already  had  occafion  to  notice  in 
this  report. 

■  The  firft  partial' regulation  of  this  kind, 
refpe<fts  the  duties  on  goods  returned  to  France 
from  foreign  countries   to  which  they  may 

'  have  been  exported,  or  from  the  effectively 
foreign  provinces  of  Alface,  Lorraine,  and 
the  three  bifliopricks  as  well  as  the  free 
ports  of  Dunkirk,  St.  Jean  de  Luz,  Bayonne, 
L'Orient   and  Marfcilles.     That  is  to  fay, 

on 
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on  all  their  own  goods,  which  hive  a  marK 
diftinguilliing  them  to  be  of  the  national 
fabricks,  they  exa(ft  only  a  moderated  duty 
of  one  per  cent,  ad  valorem^  while  all  other 
goods  pay  the  full  duties  of  the  refpeftive 
tariffs,  by  which  the  different  cuftom-houfes 
of  France  are  regulated. 

With  refpedt  to  internal  circulation,  the 
|)rivileges  of  the  feveral  manufactures,  and 
even  of  the  feveral  manufactures  of  the  fame 
articles  confiderably  differ.  Your  committee 
cannot  undertake  to  point  them  all  out, 
becaufe  they  lie  difperfed  over  three  thick 
volumes  of  the  French  publication  above 
mentioned;  but  they  will  ftate  Aich,  as  they 
think  amply  fufficient  to  excite  the  alarm 
and  jealoufy  of  the  manufad:urcrs  of  Great 
Britain. 

All  cotton,  plain,  or  woven  with  dyed  yarn, 
if  of  the  national  fabrick,  circulate  duty  free 
throughout  the  realm.  All  cottons  of  foreign 
fabrick  were  entirely  prohibited  by  the  edi(5l 
of  July  the  loth,  1785;  that  prohibition 
is  now  taken  off  as  far  as  relates  to  England, 
and  we  are  confequently  to  be  on  the  footing 
of  other  nations  before  that  edi(5l.  Our 
cottons,  therefore,  muff  be  fubjed:  to  the 
duties  on  circulation,  eftabliflied  before  the 
1 0th  of  July,   1785. 

Woollens  at  the  Douane  of  Valence,  if  of 

the 
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the   national  fabrick,    pay,    by  the    loolb. 
weight  only — zliv.  6s.  Sd. 

Where  the  fame  articles  of  foreign  manu- 
facfture  pay — 6  /iv,  4.S.  3^. 

Difference   in     favour    of  their    own — 
3//1;.  17/.  'jd. 

Or  mote  than  150  per  cent. 

The  fame  diftincflion  too  is  made  at  the 
Douane  of  Lyo?is  in  favour  of  their  national 
woollens;  and  the  manufa(5tures  of  Sedan 
have  the  privilege  of  pafling  to  and  frotn 
Lyons  duty  free,  or  to  any  place  in  the 
realm. 

All  linens  of  France  (and  even  of  Switzer- 
land) circulatje  freely  all  over  France.  After 
having  arrived  at  their  firft  deftination,  all 
linens  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  cannot 
circulate  without  paying  the  full  duties. 

In  like  manner,  gauzes  of  their  own  na- 
tional manufadlories  have,  by  a  decilion  of 
council,  been  declared  to  be  free  of  all  duties 
on  circulation;  while  our  f^ibrics  of  this  kind 
muft  pay  the  full  entries. 

With  refped:  to  the  iron  trade. — The  forges 
of  Mr.  Chauflade,  which  now  belong  to  the 
King,  have  peculiar  privileges.  All  anchors 
and  grappling  irons  from  thofe  forges  circulate 
freely  after  paying  the  fmall  duty  of  id.  per 
lOolb.  weight,  and  Jiails  and  hardware  of  all 
kinds  pay  only  the  moderate  duty  of  4d.  the. 
lOolb.  with  10  five  per  cents  thereon.  Kitchen 
VOL.  II r.  A  .\  uteufilg 
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utenfils  too  of  hammered  iron  from  the  forges 
and  furnaces  of  Morlaix,  Pont-fur-faiilx,  He- 
rouville,  Pennemaire,  and  Coufance,  in  the 
dillrid:  of  Bar,  enjoy  the  privilege  of  paying 
only  three  fourths  of  the  ftamps  duty  on  iron, 
wherever  that  is  due.  On  the  other  hand, 
our  hardwares  muft  pay  the  full  duties  every 
time  they  pafs  the  Bureaux  after  their  firfl 
entry. 

Your  comnriittee  muft  alfo  remark,  that 
many  manufaftories  have  their  bar  and  pig- 
iron,  and  their  fteel,  either  duty  free  or  at 
Very  moderate  duties. 

It  muft  alfo  be  obferved,  that  many  manu- 
-fa(ftures,  which  have  no  advantages  in  refped: 
oi  internal  circulatioji  are  exported^  dutyfree 
to  foreign  countries,  and  to  the  elfe(5tively  fo- 
reign provinces  and  free  ports  of  France, 
while  our  goods  of  the  fame  fort,  fent  from 
any  interior  part  of  France,  would  pay 
heavy  duties* 

Your  committee  find  on  your  books,  that 
being  afked  by  fome  members  of  this  Cham- 
ber, whether  our  trade  with  France  was  to  be 
limited  to  certain  ports,  the  Lords  of  the  com- 
mittee of  council  replied,  **  That  fome  limi- 
tation would  probably  take  place  >  but  it 
would  be  rendered  as  convenient  as  pofli- 
ble.**  A  convention  has  fince  been  con- 
cluded ;  but  no  mention  whatever  is  made  of 

this  fubjed:. Your  committee,  therefore, 

muft 
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hrmfl:  acquaint  the  Chamber,  that  by  the  fub- 
fifting  laws  of  France,  (and  all  laws  refpe(ft- 
ing  trade  and  navigation  are  to  remain  in  full 
force,  where  they  are  not  exprefsly  abrogated 
by  virtue  of  the  prefent  treaty,)  two  kinds 
of  foreign  manufacflures,  namely,  woollens 
and  cottons,  are  to  be  imported  only  by  Calais 
and  St.  Valery,  whence  they  are  to  be  fent  to 
t*aris,  where  they  muft  be  infpe(fted  before 
they  can  be  forwarded  to  the  place  whither 

they  may  be  addrefled. This  limitation 

the  committee  apprehend,  the  French  have  a 
right  to  enforce,  as  it  is  neither  done  away 
by  the  treaty  or  the  convention,  and  how 
burthenfome  fuch  a  regulation  muft  be,  your 
committee  need  not  explain. 

Thefe  inftances,  which  might  be  confider- 
ably  multiplied,  if  the  very  extenfive  nature 
of  the  fubje<ft  would  permit  your  committee 
to  enter  into  it  at  large,  are  fufficient  to  war- 
rant the  affertion  that  internal  regulations  do 
exiji  in  France,  partially  favourable  to  their 
own,  and  oppreffive  to  foreign  manufacftures  ; 
and  confequently  that  no  fair  equality  can 
exift.  Your  committee  too  muft  add,  that  it 
is  not  only  the  prefent  exiftence  of  the  duties, 
but  the  poflible  augmentation  of  them  in  fu- 
ture, or  the  extension  of  immunity  to  their 
own  fabricks,  that  appears  truly  formidable  to 
the  fuccefs  of  our  competition  under  the  pre- 
fent treaty. 

A  A  2  Since 
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Since  the  time  that  the  prefent  report  was 
begun,  a  folemn  convention  of  perfons,  illuf- 
trrous  by  birth,  or  high  in  office,  called  the 
"Notables  of  France,  has  been  called  together 
at  Paris,  The  obje^  of  this  great  national 
aflembly,  is  a  reform  of  ancient  abufes  in  the 
revenue  fyftem  of  the  country.  Your  com- 
mittee mufi:  obferve,  that  we  are  not  very 
accurately  informed  what  has  yet  been  done, 
or  what  is  to  be  done  by  them*  This  only 
we  know  from  official  authority,  that  the 
T<:i//Z?upon  induftry  has  been  already  repealed ; 
the  general  Taille  has  been  reduced  o?ie-tenth ; 
and  the  **  fuppreffion  of  feveral  duties 
prejudicial  to  induftry,  or  too  liable  to  caufe 
vexations,"  is  yet  further  promifed.  Nor 
can  your  committee  think  it  out  of  place  to 
infert  here  the  recital,  which  Mr.  Calonne 
makes,  of  the  other  meafures  lately  taken  by 
the  Mofl  Chriftian  King  for  the  protedion 
and  extenlion  of  trade. 

*'  He  has  fuppreffed  (fays  Mr.  Calonne,) 
feveral  duties  detrimental  to  commerce, 
and  the  facrifice  which  he  has  thought  proper 
to  make  of  their  produce,  by  favouring  the 
exportation  of  our  commodities,  is  become  a 
new  fource  of  wealth. 

**  His  Majejiy  has  created^  fupported  and 

animated  various  hra?2eljes  of  indujiry,    which 

at  prefefit  fu-pply  tJoe  kingdom    ivith  a  great 

7  nu?nber 
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pn/mber    of  articles ^    that  were  formerly 

IMPORTED     FROM    ABROAD. 

**  Several  eftabliihments  of  great  confe- 
quence  have  been  added,  and  received  lig- 
nal  marks  of  a  vigilant  protection .  Such, 
amongft  others,  are  the  iron  works  at  Mount 
Ccnis,  the  mod  confiderable  of  their  kind 
that  exift ;  and  that  of  the  whale  filhery, 
which  originated  under  the  molt  fiivourable 
aufpices,  at  the  fame  time,  that  all  the 
other  fiiheries  of  the  kingdom  are  encouraged, 
and  whilji    they    pro/per,    are  preparing   for 

the  MARINE,    A   NURSERY  OF  SEAMEN.** 

There  are,  however,  fome*  points  of  re- 
form, to  be  fubmitted  to  the  Notables,  which 
may  be  thought  to  afted:  certain  of  the  pre- 
ceding arguments  of  your  committee  ;  name- 
ly, **  the  projected  arrangements  in  France, 
for  the  freedom  of  internal  circulation  ;  the 
removal  of  the  Cuftom-houfes  to  the  fron- 
tiers ;  and  the  eftablilhment  of  an  uniform 
tariff,  combined  with  the  interefts  of 
commerce." 

But  to  this  your  committee  have  to  an- 
fwer,  that  no  reafoning  relative  to  thefe 
points,  can  proceed  on  any  fure  ground,  till 
we  know  the  precife  extent  of  the  reform;  and 
we  have  no  right  to  expedt  from  fuch  a  rival, 
any  alterations  more  favourable  than  the  {yi^ 
tern  which  at  prefent  exilts.  The  unrertairty 
9f  the  new  regulations  which  are  to  be  pro- 

pofed 
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pofed  feems  to  your  committee  to  be  an  irre- 
iiflible  motive,  why  the  manufadurers  of 
Great  Britain  fhould  yet  further  think,  be- 
fore they  decide,  and  the  legiflature  paufe, 
before  they  carry  into  effed:  the  pending 
treaty.  As  to  the  duties  on  circulation  in 
particular ;  your  committee  cannot  but  re- 
mark, that  the  fame  meafures,  which  (hall 
remove  the  inequalities  flated  above,  mufl: 
alfo  generally  let  the  manufacturers  of  the  mofh 
induftrious  provinces  of  France,  where  labour 
and  living  alfo  are  loweft,  into  the  great  mar- 
kets of  that  kingdom ,  exonerated  from  the 
burthens  und«r  which  they  have  hitherto 
ilruggled  in  their  competition  with  foreigners. 
Your  committee  cannot  difmifs  this  enquiry 
Avithout  adding,  that  whatever  inequality  of 
duties  may  at  prefent  exifl:  to  the  difadvan- 
tage  of  the  Englifh  manufacfturer  in  his  com- 
petition with  the  French,  and  with  other 
foreign  manufad:urers  in  the  markets  of 
France;  this  inequality  will  yet  be  materially 
augmented  in  the  Jhort  /pace  of  four  years.. 
All  the  French  duties  in  this  report,  (excepting 
the  duties  on  Englifh  goods  under  the  tariff,) 
are  computed  with  ten  five  per  cents,  on  the 
original  fum  ,•  but  two  of  thele  five  per  cents, 
or  one  fifteenth  of  the  whole  duties,  as  they 
are  here  calculated,  will  expire  with  the  year 
1790.  On  the  other  fide,  the  duties  of  the 
tariff  are  *'  fixed  invariably'*  for  the  duration 
of  the  treaty.  •  Thefe 
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Thefe  fadbs  and  reafonings  contain  all  that 
your  committee  have  to  offer  under  the  heads 
referred  to  them  by  the  Chamber.  They 
cannot,  however,  forbear  to  repeat,  that  many 
very  important  confiderations  arife  from  the 
wide  entrance,  which  will  be  opened  by  the 
treaty,  to  many  old,  and  fome  new  branches 
pf  clandeftine  importation  ;  efpecially  of  filk, 
hofiery,  ribbons,  and  other  manufa(5lures  of 
the  fame  material. 

Your  committee  alfo  beg  leave  to  call  the 
ferious  attention  of  the  Chamber,  to  an 
interpretation  of  the  treaty,  which  (as  your 
committee  are  credibly  told)  was  given  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  bv  the  minifter  himfelf, 
namely,  that  the  reciprocal  duties  of  the 
tariff  are  to  be  the  terms  of  commercial 
intercourfe  as  well  between  France  and 
Ireland,  as  between  France  and  Great  Britain, 
Qa  the  queftion  of  the  Irifti  Propofitions, 
it  was  the  unanimous  and  fettled  opinion  of 
the  Manufadurers  of  Great  Britain,  that  lOf 
per  cent,  ad  valorem  (together  with  counter- 
vailing duties)  would  not  be  fufficient  to 
protecfl  our  home  markets  againft  the  manu-: 
fadturersof  Ireland;  how  then  are  we  to  ftand 
the  competition  againft  them  in  the  markets 
of  (France,  where  the  fimilar  commodities 
of  the  two  lifter  kingdoms  are  to  be  equally 
burthencd  with  the  fame  duties  on  importa- 
tion ?  nor  muft  it  be  forgotten  that  Ireland, 

treating 
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treating  France  at  this  moment  like  other 
nations,  will  give  little  or  nothing  in  retum; 
the  equivalent  to  France  can  only  be  found 
in  the  opening  of  the  Britifh  market  to  the 
producftions  and  induftry  of  her  ancient  rival; 
%vhile  Ireland  bids  fair  to  enjoy  much  the 
greater  part,  if  not  all,  of  the  emoluments 
to  be  gained  in  the  French  market ;  nor  is  this 
the  only  danger  which  appears  to  threaten 
us  from  this  new  explanation  of  the  tariff— 
an  explanation,  which  (we  cannot  but 
notice)  was  refufed  by  the  Privy  Council  to 
feveral  members  of  this  committee.  It  was 
fworn  by  the  manufadiurers  before  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  in  1785;  that  in  many  cafes  15, 
20,  30,  nay  50  per  cent,  with  countervailing 
duties,  would  not  keep  out  the  manufactures 
of  Ireland;  but  under  cover  of  the  prefent 
treaty,  Irifh  goods  may  be  eaiily  fmuggled 
into  this  country,  as  French  commodities,, 
at  the  duties  of  the  tariff,  with  only  the 
additional  expence  of  touching,  and  pro- 
curing the  neceflary  papers,  at  Dunkirk,  or 
fome  other  French  port ;  and  if  this  traffic 
be  carried  on  in  French  veiTels  there  can  be 
little  difficulty,  and  as  little  coft,  in  the 
pradiice  of  this  fraud ;  vyhich  at  the  fame 
time  could  not  fuffer  any  very  eflential  check 
from  any  regulations  which  the  legiflature 
j:nay  make  in  our  fyftem  of  revenue. 

On  thefe  points  your  committee  fhould  not" 

be 
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be  unwilling  to  enter  into  feme  detail ;  but 
they  think  themfelves  not  warranted  by  their 
inftrudtions  fo  to  digrefs.  Should  they  be 
diredled  by  a  general  meeting,  they  would 
chearfully  refume  their  enquiries.  In  the 
mean  time  they  muft  take  the  liberty  of 
repeating  their  recommendation  of  thefe 
fubjeds  to  the  anxious  difcuilion  of  the 
Chamber,  as  they  are  indifpenfable  to  the 
proper  underflanding  of  the  prefent  queftion, 
and  yet  more  particularly  indifpenfable  to 
the  jufl  prefervation  of  that  which  it  is 
hoped  the  Chamber  will  ever  be  jealoufly 
folicitous  to  guard,  their  own  cpnfiftency  an4 
Jionour. 

THOMAS  WALKER,  Chairman, 

RcfohaionSf  March  iy,   1787. 

RESOLVED  unanimoufly,  That  the  vari- 
ous reports  of  the  committee  upon  the 
fubjedt  of  the  French  treaty,  from  the 
9th  of  February  inclufive,  be  fent  to  thq 
members  of  the  Chamber.  '  > 

That  every  degree  of  additional  informa- 
tion which  can  be  obtained,  fhall  alfo  be  fent 
to  the  members,  in  order  to  enable  them  to 
form  their  judgments,  calmly  and  delibe- 
rately, on  the  great  queftion  of  the  French 
treaty,  previous  to  any  decifion  of  this 
Chamber. 

THOMAS  WALKER,  Chairman, 
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T^eYoRKsniK^  Question,  o/'Petition, 
or  Address  :  (Being  a  fhort  and  fair  JiaH 
of  the  Cafe,  upon  the  Principles,  the  Views ^ 
the  Means,  and  the  Obje6is  of  both  Parties 
(IS  confeffed  by  t he mf elves.)  Mojl  earnejily 
andferioufy  addrejfed  to  the  coNSiDERAr 
TioN  of  th?  People  of  England, 
ajfembled  in  their  feveral  Qounty,  Qi^y^ 
and  other  Meetings. 

JIN  all  public  difcuffion,  upon  public  affairs, 
it  has  been  ufual  to  guefs  at  the  views  and 
objed:s  of  thofe  who  propofe  any  meafure, 
and  of  thofe  who  oppofe  it ;  and  to  ftate 
their  intentions,  as  arguments  for  or  againf^ 
the  meafure  itfelf.  It  very  feldom  indeed 
happens,"  that  either  party  acknowledge  the^r 
intentions  to  be  what  their  adverfary  impute? 
to  them.  Hence  much  difficulty  of  judging 
between  the  competitors  for  public  trufl:  and 
confidence  arifes  to  the  people,  who  are  firfl 
diverted  from  an  examination  of  the  meafure 
advifed,  to  the  probable  intentions  of  the 
advifer  or  oppofer,  and  then,  a  greater  diffir 
culty  attends  the  fi:xing  with  certainty,  what 
that  intention  is  ;  neither  party,  as  has  been 
remarked,  confefling  the  motive  to  be  that, 
which  is  fuggefted  by  his  opponent. 

Much  benefit  is  expedled,  and  it  is  hoped 

that  much   indeed   will  be  derived,    from 

6  the 
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the  petition  of  the  county  of  York — from 
the  effed:  of  the  refolutions  there  entered 
into — -and  from  the  watchful,  prudent,  and 
well-dired:ed  labours  of  the  very  refpediable 
committee  of  that  great  county.  This  for 
the  future. — [A  copy  of  the  Petition^  and  the 
names  of  the  Committee^  are  annexed. '\ 

But  a  very  great  and  difFufive  good  has 
already  flowed  from  it.  In  that  meeting, 
the  contending  parties  have  fairly  owned 
their  principles ;  avowed  their  intentions, 
and  precifely  marked  their  objed:s.  All 
conje(5ture  as  to  motives  ;  all  inference  from 
the  oftenfible  end  to  the  occult  defign ;  every 
argument  from  prefumeable  or  probable 
intention  being  thus  done  away — the  parties 
come  fairly  with  their  meafures,  and  their 
means  before  the  people,  now  to  be  aflembled 
in  the  feveral  towns,  cities  and  counties  of 
this  kingdom;  and  thus,  that  people  are 
enabled  to  judge  with  certainty,  and  to 
chufe  for  themfelves,  without  the  leaft  dread 
of  being  deceived  in  the  nature  of  the  objecft, 
or  the  quality  of  the  means,  by  which  that 
pbje(ft  is  to  be  obtained. 

At  the  Yorkfhire  meeting  two  opinions 
were  given — very  different  indeed  ;  and  two 
meafures  propofed — abfolutely  contraditlory 
to  each  other.  Each,  however,  had  its 
advocates  and  fupporters.  All  other  than 
a  numerical  comparifon   of  thefe  fliall    be 

here 
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Jiere  abftained  from.  That  indeed  was 
remarkable ;  for  one  party  was  fo  fmall  as 
not  to  give  their  meafures  and  doctrines 
the  fupport  or  countenance  of  their  own 
vote.  The  propolitions  of  the  other  were 
carried  without  a  diffenting  voice.  The  jfirft 
of  ihe{e  ca/i  t^emfehcs  the  King's  Friends. 
The  other  party  was  compofed  of  the 
Gentlemen  and  Free-Holders  of  the 
county;  and  each,  by  their  fpokefmen, 
clearly  and  diftindily  avowed  their  objed:, 
and  recommended  the  means  by  which  they  ^ 
propofed  to  attain  it.  Let  thefe  be  flated  ; 
and  Jet  the  Country  Gentlemen,  for 
this  time,    have  the  precedence. 

The  Country  Gentlemen,  then,  by 
the  mouths  of  Mr.  JVyvili,  Mr.  Fritchard^ 
Mr.  Hilly  Sir  George  Savile,  Mr.  Stanhope^ 
Mr.  Turner y  and  feveral  others,  reprefented 
the  corrupt  dependence  of  Parliament  as  the 
grand  caufe  of  all  our  misfortunes ;  from 
Which  dependence  and  corruption,  they 
infiiled,  flowed  the  mofl:  improvident  and 
lavifh  grants  of  the  money  of  the  fubjedt, 
fqueezed  from  them  by  the  moft  opprefllve 
taxes  j  and  charged  the  mifapplication,  and 
profufe  fquandering  of  that  money,  as  owing 
to  the  neglecft,  or  refufal  of  Parliament  to 
examine,  or,  in  any  wife,  controul  the 
expenditure.  They  reprefented  the  undue, 
already  prodigious,  and  ftill  encreaiing  inlSu- 

ence 
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ence  of  the  Crown,  as  the  grand  corrupter  of 
Parliament  :  they  ftated  the  variety  and 
magnitude  of  places  and  emoluments  in  its 
gift  and  difpofal,  as  the  means  employed 
for  that  corruption ;  and  they  charged,  that 
the  public  money  was  laviflily  applied  to 
continue  and  forward  the  very  corruption 
from  which  it  flowed.  Thefe  were  the  ev//s 
and  their  caufes  as  reprefented  and  alledged 
by  the  Country  Gentlemen. 

To  remedy  thefe  was  their  objecfl.  The 
means  propofed  by  them  to  attain  that  objcd: 
were,  to  bring  the  influence  of  the  Crown 
within  fome  reafonable  bounds ;  and,  by 
removing  fome  of  the  mofl:  apparent  and 
obvious  caufes  of  the  corruption  of  Parlia- 
ment, to  refl:ore  that  body  to  fuch  a  Hate 
of  purity  and  health,  as  might  enable  it  to 
difcharge  its  funcftion ;  and  difpofe  it  to 
grant  the  money  of  the  fubjed:  with  fome 
degree  of  caution  j  and  to  controul  the 
expenditure  with,  at  leafl:,  fome  degree  of 
care. 

Thus  far  the  Country  Gentlemen  ; 

and     to    them    fucceeded    the King's 

Friends. 

The   Kings's   Friends,    then,    by   the. 

mouth  of  Mr.  Smelt, but  here  it  may 

not  be  amifs  to  make  thofe  who  are  not  yet. 

informed,  acquainted  with  Mr.  Smelt;  his; 

Jituaiion  and  conne^iions,  , 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Smelt  is  a  gentleman  of  the  county  of 
York  gf  decent  fortune,    and  of  a  family 
fufficiently  reputable.     In   himfelf,    in   his 
private  life,  not  only  unexceptionable,   but 
refpedable.     About  eight  years   fince,  this 
gentleman   was    appointed  Sub>  Governor  to 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  in  which  office  he  con- 
tinued fome  years;    during  which  time  his 
Majefty  paid  him  mod  particular  regard  and 
attention.     So  highly  was    he   in  the   royal 
favour,  that,  when  the  King  difcharged  Dr. 
Markham  (now    Archbiiliop  of  York)  and 
the  late  Lord  HoldernelTe,  together  with  an 
Oxford  fcholar,  whofe  name  does  not  occur^ 
from  the  government   and   education  of  the 
Prince,  he  earneltly  preffed    Mr.   Smelt   to 
remain.       From  what    motive   is   not  well 
known,  but  he  declined  the  offer,  and  even 
refufed,  though  much  preffed,  to  retain  the 
falary.     His  Majefty's  favour  and  approba- 
tion, fofar  from  ceafing,  has  every  day  en- 
creafed.     He  has  again  been  called  to  the 
King*s  prefence,  and  there  is  not  a  man  in  the 
kingdom,  who  enjoys  fo  much  of  the  appa^ 
rent   confidence    of  the   King  at   this  day ; 
and  certainly  there  is  not  a  man  of  any  rank 
or   condition  in  the  country,   who  was  ever 
honoured  with  fo  much  of  the  priv^ate  fociety, 
and  familiar  intercourfe  with  his  Majefty,  as 
Mr.  Smelt  is  at  this  very  time.  This  account 
of  Mr.  Smelt  is  intended  to  imprefs  on  the 

people 
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people  the  great  authority  with  which  he 
ipokej  the  certain  knowledge  which  he  had, 
from  longintercourfe  of  his  Majefty's^r^aW/ 
difpoJitionSy  and  princely  dejires;  and  the 
habitudes  of  thinking,  reafoning  and  wijhing, 
in  which  he  miift  have  been  quite  familiar  at 
the  Queen's  Houfe,  in  which  his  Majefty 
relides,  and  where  the  King's  friends  muft  of 
courfe  refort  and  confult. 

From  the  bofom  of  thefe, from  the  very 

interior  of  the  King  himfelf,  Mr.  Smelt  iffues 
to  the  Yorkfhire  meeting,  and  becomes  the 
mouth  oi  that  party. 

Mr.  Smelt  then  affirmed,  that  all  our  mis- 
fortunes arofe  from  the  King's  not  having 
more po^ver  and  injiuence  than  he  has.  As  a 
remedy,  therefore,  he  recommended  that  the 
power  and  influence  of  the  King  (hould  be 
encreafed.  The  firft,  he  plainly  aflerted; 
the  fecond,  he  direcftly  recommended.  The 
immediate  benefits,  which  he  expedled 
from  that  increafe  of  power  and  influence, 
he  did  not  ftate  in  words  equally  precife* 
But  it  was  impoflible  to  inijlake  him.  To 
remove  even  every  pofTible  infinuation  of 
unfair  conflrudlion,  the  people  of  England 
are  defired  to  attend  to  his  words,  which 
fhall  be  fairly  quoted.  The  people  will 
interpret  for  themfelves.  Thefe  are  his 
words  ; 

**  The  power  of  the  crown  is  by  no  means 

**  exorbitant; 
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**  exorbitant;  on  the  contrary,  it  \v^x\t%  gyeatly 
•*  to  be  increnfed;  the  King's  influence  as  too 
**  little;  his  hands  want  to  h^Jlrengthenedj  for 
"  he  is  not  able  to  curb  \.\^  Hcentioufnefs  with 
*'  which  he  is  every  day  talked  of  in  every 
**  company  y  and  every  Jlrcet,  nor  even  to  re- 
**  ftrain  the  infertion  of  a  newfpaper  para- 
**  graph.**  In  a  preceding  part  of  his  fpeech 
he  faid — **  The  ground  of  the  petition  feemed 
*'  to  be,  to  curb  the  injluence  of  the  crown, 
•*  and  to  prevent  the  Sovereign  ixoxn  difpojing 
**  of  the  revenues  granted  to  him  by  ParHa- 
*'  ment.** — It  is  hardly  neceflary  to  add,  that 
he  ended  by  a  moll:  earnefl  entreaty  to  the 
meeting  torejedt  the  petition.  For  the  fur- 
ther fat  is  fa  6t  ion  of  the  reader,  Mr.  Smelt's 
fpeech  is  annexed  to  this  addrefs. 

After  thefe  expreffions,  thu^  fairly  tranf- 
^  cribed  from  his  fpeech,  it  cannot  be  unfair  to 
obferve  that — to  lament  an  inability  to  do 
any  particular  thing,  is  to  affert  that  fuch 
particular  thing  fhould  be  done,  were  the 
power  equal  to  its- performance  ;  and  that  in 
no  form  of  government  whatfoever  can  any 
action  be  reftrained,  but  by  the  terror  of  the 
punifhment  annexed  to  its  commitlion.  Thefe 
remarks  cannot  be  fo  much  as  cavilled  at ;  to 
deny  their  truth,  is  impoflible. 

Under  the  authority,  then,  of  thefe  remarks 
(without  enquiring  what  company  Mr. 
Smelt  keeps,  in  which  the  King  is  conjlantly 

and 
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and  licentioujly  reviled)  the  immediate  benefits 
which  Mr.  Smelt  propofed  from  the  defired 
increafe  of  the  King's  power  and  influence, 
are — — 

Firft,  That  his  Majefty  would  regulate  all 
**  private ,  friendly  and  co?ivivial  fociety  at  his 
**  pleafure ;  and  either  reprefs  the  freedom  of 
•*  converfation  intirely,  or  punifh  it,  when  it 
**  tranfgrelTed  fuch  limits  as  he  may  be  pleafed 
•*  to  aflign  it."  This  is  the  unavoidable 
inference  from  Mr.  Smelt's  complaint,  that 
the  King  is  abufed  in  every  company,  and 
every  ftreet,  for  want,  as  he  afTerts,  of 
fujjicient  power  and  influence.  It  was  ridi- 
culous to  complain  of  want  of  power,  if  it 
was  not  intended  to  ufe  the  power  when  got, 
to  remedy  the  evil  j  and  there  is  no  poflible 
remedy  for  this  evil,  **  talking  licentioufly  of 
**  the  King  in  every  company,"  but  by  ufing 
the  delired  power  for  the  regulation  o{  private 
companies',  and  fuppreffing  the  freedom,  or 
punifhing  the  inadvertencies  of /)r/'L;/z/(f,y^/w/i^, 
friendly^  and  ^(?77^'/^7W/ converfation.  Another 
advantage  would  arife,  indifpenfably  necelTary 
to  the  exercifeof  this  power,  and  infeparable 
from  it,  which  it  is  odd  that  Mr.  Smelt  fhould 
pafs  over  in  filence — the  employment  of 
SPIES  1  The  neceflity  of  an  whole  hoft  of 
thefe  honourable  officers  is  felf-evident. 
How  otherwife  is  it  poflible  to  bring  the 
private  difcourfe  of  families  and  friends  into 
^  VOL.  HI.  .    Bb  judgment 
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judgment  before  the  magiftrate,  and  to  punlfli 
thofe  who  have  tranfgreffed  ?  Withcxit  the 
aid  of  fome  fuch,  even  now,  how  could  Mr. 
Smelt  know  that  the  King  was  evilly  fpoken 
of,  in  other  contpanies  than  thofe  which  he 
he  himfelf  keeps  ;  it  muft  be  through  the 
ininiftry  of  fpies  that  Mr.  Smelt  has  been 
able  to  affure  us  that  the  King  is  reviled  in 
every  company. 

Second  benefit.  *'  That  his  Majefty  would 
*f  prohibit  all  difcuffion  of  public  affairs,  and 
*'  political  controverfy  in  prints  even  to  the 
•*  infertion  of  2,  Jingle  paragraph  in  a  news- 
*'  paper,  or  punifh  feverely  thofe  who  Ihall 

*'  tranfgrefs.** The  fame  reafoning  which 

arofe  from  the  firft  benefit  is  applicable  to  this 
fecond  ;  as,  without  a  licenfer  of  the  prefs^ 
that  is,  without  making  it  criminal  by  the 
King's  authority,  to  publifh  any  thing  in 
print,  to  convey  the  fmallefl  information ; 
or  lay  any  fad:,  or  fubmit  any  reafoning  to 
the  people  through  the  prefs,  without  the 
King's  licence  Jirft  had  and  obtained ;  and 
inflicting  heavy  punifliments  on  thofe  who 
prefumed  to  do  other  wife  ; — without  this,  it 
is  impojjihle  to  devife  any  method  by  which 
the  King  fhall  be  enabled  to  fupprefs,  or 
prevent  the  infertion  of  fuch  paragraphs  as  he 
may  diflike,  in  a  news-paper. 

Third  benefit.  "That,  by  fuch  increafe 
**  of  power,    the  King,  would  be  enabled  to 

**  difpofe 
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**  difpofe  of  the  revenues,  granted  to  him  by 
•  *  Parliament,  according  to  his  will  arid  pie  afiire^ 
"without  controul,  and  without  account." 
This  is  the  obvious  and  unavoidable  fenfe  of 
the  fpeech  !  Mr.  Smelt  bitterly  lamented 
that  the  petition  tended  to  defeat  this  power. 
Let  the  following  exprefTions  taken  from  his 
fpeech  be  confidered,  and  not  even  a  fhadow 
of  doubt  can  remain  :  **  The  petition  tends, 
faid  he,  *'  x.o  prevent  the  Sovereign  from 
**  difpojing  of  the  revenues  granted  him  by 
**  Parliament."  The  petition  neither  afks 
nor  implies  any  fuch  thing.  The  King  now 
iias,  and  has  always  had,  the  difpofal  of 
the  revenue  j  the  bufinefs  and  duty  of  the 
Parliament  was  to  take  care  that  the  Minifters 
of  the  King  did  not  divert  it  from  the  objedts 
to  which  they  had  deftined  it,  and  to  punifh 
them  for  fuch  malverfation  when  it  hap- 
pened. This  the  petition  begs  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  confider  again  as  their  duty  and 
bufinefs,  and  to  perforin  that  duty.  It  afks 
this,  and  on  that  head,  it  afks  no  more. 
Again,  **  the  petition  tended  to  make  the 
*•  King  no  longer  2.  judge  of  his  own  benevo-^ 
**  lence  (with  whofe  money  pray  ?)  but  to 
**  conflitute  parliament  his  guardians."  Surely 
Mr.  Smelt  mufl  have  thought  the  people 
of  this  country  flrangely  altered,  if  not  de- 
generated, when  he  hopes  to  alarm  them  into 
aa  oppofition  to  any  meafureby  telling  them, 

B  B  2  that 
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that  **  it  tended  to  make  the  Parliament  the 
King's  Guardians."  But,  one  more  of 
Mr.  Smeh's  wiflies  laid  before  them,  the 
people  will  think  for  themfelves.  Left  the 
benevolence  of.  the  King  (hould  be  Jfinted, 
when  the  guardianship  of  the  Parliament 
was  ended ; — left  his  Majefty  might  not 
have  his  revenues  large  enough  when  entirely 
at  his  ozvn  diffofal^  Mr.  Smelt  exprefled  a 
itrons:  defire  **  that  all  war  taxes  and 
ESTABLISHMENTS  fhould  be  kept  to  their 
full  extent  in  times  of  peace."  This  indeed 
was  not  quite  fo  well  received  in  Yorkfhire. 
The  reft  of  the  kingdom  may  perhaps  like 
it  better,  efpecially  when  they  confider  with 
WHOM  Mr.  Smelt  is  in  the  moll  eonjidential 
iritimacy. 

Here,  then,  O  people  of  England,  you 
have  both  parties  before  you,  in  their  own 
words,  with  their  avowed  intentions,  with 
their  acknowledged  projects;  the  erkls  they 
defire,  and  the  means  by  which  they  propofc 
to  attain  thofe  ends,  openly  profefTed.  After 
this,  no  freeholder,  not  one  of  the  people, 
can  be  at  a  moment's  lofs  to  decide  on  the 
part  he  (hall  take  in  the  feveral  county  and 
other  meetings,  now  or  fhortly  to  be  called 
for  the  purpofe  of  prefenting  fuch  a  petition 
as  has  been  voted  in  Yorkfhire.  A  fhort 
recapitulation  will  remove  all  doubts. 

Whoevei'  thinks  that  the  power  and  infu^ 

iiice 
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tncc  of  the  crown  is  too  little^  and  ought  to 

be  E  NjC  R  E  A  S  E  D  ; 

Whoever  wifhes  that  the  King,  foencreafed 
in  power,  (hould  regulate  2\\ private  companies^ 
-and  punijh  fuch  converfation  as  be  does  not 
like ; 

Whoever  wifhes  and  defires  that  the  liberty 
of  the  Press  fhould  be  reflrained;  a  licenfer 
'  eftabUfhed ;  all  information  to  the  people,  in 
print,  concerning  national  di&^ixs y/fupp rejfed ; 
and  the  inferting  even  ?i  Jingle  paragraph  in  a 
news-paper,  without  the  King^s  leave,  feverely 
punifhed; ^ 

Whoever  thinks  that  the  Parliament  ought 
to  grant  whatever  money  the  King  ajks,'  and 
wifhes  that  the  King  fhould  difpofe  of  his 
people's  money  fo  granted,  according  to  his 
kdHI  and  pleafure,  without  controul  and 
without  account; 

All  thofe,  who  thus  think  and  wijh,  are 
defired  to  attend  at  their  refpedlive  county, 
city  or  other  meetings,  and  there,  with  the 
King's  Friends  and  Mr,  Smelt,  fupport 
an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty  for  the  attainment 
cf  fuch  dejirable  obje^s  ; — But 

Whoever  thinks  that  the  injluence  of  the 
Crown  is  already  /<?<?  ^r^;*^/, '  and  employed 
to  corrupt  the  parliament ; 

Whoever  thinks  that  corrupting  the  par- 
liament with  the  ;;7<?/z^^  of  the  people,  already 
granted,  a  means  to  make  that  parliament 
f^rant  more ; ^     Who- 
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Whoever  wifhes  to  fee  a  flop  put  to 
unmerited  penfions;  an  abolition  of  ufelefs 
places,  and  a  temperate  reform  of  all ;- 

Whoever  wifhes  that  parliament,  made 
lefs  corrupt,  fliould  grant  the  people's,  money 
with  caution  and  reluSlance,  and  fee  it  accounted. 
for  with  rigorous  punBuality ; 

All  men,  who  tbus  think  and  wifh,  will 
attend  at  the  county  or  other  meetings  ;  and, 
with  the  Country  Gentlemen,  fupport 
a  Petition  of  the  Jame  kind^.s  that  refolved 
on  in  the  County  of  York. 


T/)e  Speech  of  Mr.  Smelt,  lately  Sub-- 
Govemour  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  at  the 
Iforkfhire  Meeting ;  carefully  taken  dowfi 
at  the  time^ 

IVIr.  smelt  requeued  the  indulgence 
of  the  meeting,  and  their  candid  interpre- 
tation of  arguments,  which  his  want  of  Ikill 
and  experience  might  fail  to  arrange  with 
judgment,  or  place  in  their  proper  point  of 
view.  He  ^aid,  that  as  the  advertifement 
to  call  the  county  together  was  figned  by 
many  refpedlable  names,  he  came  to  York 
with  a  confident  hope,  that  their  intention 
was  to  propofe  fome  meafures  for  the  pro- 
^;nQtion  of  the  common  caufe,  and  to  unitQ 

th^ 
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the  minds  of  men  in  the  hour  of  diftrefs  j 
but  that  he  lamented  to  find,  that,  inftead 
of  contributing  to  the  fupport  of  government, 
the  intention  avowed  v/as  to  divide  its 
flrength  ;  for  that  the  ground  of  the  petition 
feemed  to  be  to  curb  the  inilLience  of  the 
Crown,  and  to  prevent  the  fovereign  from 
difpofing  of  the  revenues  granted  to  him  by 
Parhamentj  a  meafure  by  which  he  appre- 
hended the  lateft  poilerity  might  be  fenfibly 
affecfled. 

He  then  defired  to  (hew  his  own  confiH- 
ency,  by  a  detail  of  the  circumf^ances  of  his 
life,  and  related,  that  he  had  early  engaged 
in,  and  after  nineteen  years'  faithful  fervice, 
retired  from  a  profeflion,  without  accepting 
any  reward,  or  penfion,  as  an  illnefs,  not 
contra(5led  in  fervice,  but  which  had  grown, 
up  with  him  from  his  infancy,  had  occa- 
£oned  his  defire  to  refign. 

He  took  occafion  here  to  reflect  on  the 
negled:ed  ftate  of  the  navy,  and  weak  con- 
dition of  the  works  at  Plymouth,  when  h^ 
was  called  on  in  his  official  character,  to 
infped:  them  in  the  courfe  of  the  lafl  war. 
During  his  retirement,  of  which  this  city 
was  the  fcene,  he  affirmed  that  he  had 
dedicated  his  time  to  the  ftudy  of  our  con- 
ftitution,  and  other  national  obje^fts ;  that 
while  in  this  (ituation  he  received  a  call  to 
a  Sfioil  important    duty,    for    the    faithful 

thougU 
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inadequate  difcfcarge  of  which,  while  in 
employment,  he  was  well  pleafed  to  receive 
his  wages;  but  that  on  the  conclufion  of  his 
attendance  upon  the  Princes,  which  he 
refigned  from  a  fenfe  of  his  own  ability,  he 
had  declined  the  offer  of  an  annuity  for  the 
remainder  of  his  life;  that  he  therefore  once 
more  retired  to  his  own  natural  and  humble 
fituation,  whence  he  was  again  drawn  by 
the  commands  of  his  moll  gracious  mafler; 
that  whether  the  ftipend  he  had  from  that 
time  enjoyed  was  to  be  conftrued  into  a 
penfion  he  could  not  tell,  and  was  now  even 
indifferent,  for  that  from  this  moment  he 
refigned  it;  **  and  now,"  faid  he,  **  I  am 
an  independent  man." 

He  then  reprobated  the  petition  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  as  it  tended  to  make 
the  King  no  longer  the  judge  of  his  own 
benevolence,  but  to  conftitute  Parliament  his 
guardians ;  and  declared  it  even  illegal  for 
one  branch  of  the  conflitution  to  interfere 
with  the  operations  of  another.  He  affirmed 
that  the  power  of  the  Crown  was  by  no 
means  exorbitant;  that,  on  the  contrary,  it 
required  to  be  greatly  increafed :  that  the 
King*s  influence  was  too  little,  and  that  his 
hands  wanted  to  be  f^rengthened  ;  for  that  he 
is  not  able  to  curb  the  licent/oufnefs  with 
which  he  is  every  day  talked  of  in  every 
company   and   in  every    ftreet,  nor  even,,  to 

reftrain 
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Teftrain  the  infertion  of  a  news-paper  para* 
graph,  while  the  prefent  meafure  tended  to 
anarchy  and  confuiion,  and  to  fnatch  away 
that  facred  veil  which  the  conftitution  had 
wifely  drawn  round  the  Crown,  and  which 
only  the  greateft  occafion  fhould  remove 
from  before  the  fplendo^ur  of  Majefty.  That 
fuch  was  the  delicacy  of  the  legiflature,  at 
the  time  of  the  Revolution,  that  the  word 
Abdication  was  a  work  of  three  days*  delibe- 
ration, their  objedt  being  to  maintain  the 
immortality  of  the  Royal  Perfon,  a  perfon 
upon  which  the  law  had  beftowed  not  only 
an  exemption  from  death,  but  from  error; 
that  in  this  maxim,  **  the  King  can  do  no 
wrong,"  the  only  fafeguard  of  the  people  is 
contained,  and  that  from  his  proted:ion  alone 
their  liberty  is  to  be  derived  ;  he  therefore 
recommended  it  to  thofe  who  were  in  pur- 
fuit  of  liberty,  that  they  fhould  implore  the 
protecftion  of  the  King,  as  by  prote(5lion  and 
fecurity  liberty  was  to  be  underftood. 

He  now  entered  on  the  comparative  merits 
of  the  prefent  admin iftration,  and  thofe  who 
conducted  the  affairs  of  the  nation  on  Whig 
principles,  and  hence  again  deduced  the 
property  of  giving  greater  power  to  the 
crown.  He  averred  that,  in  the  days  of 
Whiggifm,  the  minifler,  diftin(ft  from  the 
crown,  formed  a  fourth  branch  of  legiflature, 
.  which  had  abforbed  within  itfelf  the  power 
%   .  and 
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and  office  of  the  crown,  and  that  leaving 
it  jure  royalty  to  be  pofTefled  by  the  Royal 
Perfon,  the  party  of  the  minifter  afTiinied 
and  e:^ercifed  the  office  of  King  de  faBo, 
The  narrow  principles  of  felf,  aSuated  the 
meafures  and  purfuits  of  Whigs :  hence  the 
complaints  of  our  brethren  in  Ireland  have 
been  fomented,  and  hence  the  rebellion  in 
America  grew  to  fo  flupendous  a  height,  that 
it  was  irrefiftible  almoft  at  the  firft.  Loi-d 
Chatham,  he  granted,  was  formed  to  glare 
a  meteor  in  a  ftorm,  but  by  no  means  to 
condu(ft  finances  in  the  time  of  peace ;  and 
declared  that  the  prefent  increafe  of  debt 
arifes  from  that  want  of  forefight,  which, 
in  peace,  never  looks  forward  towards  the 
exigencies  of  war;  adding,  that  one  of  the 
greateft  misfortunes  of  this  country  is,  that 
no  minifler  is  found  fufficiently  firm  to  keep 
up  the  taxes  on,  the  return  of  peace  to  the 
greatefl  height  of  a  war  eflablifhment :  {Here 
the  whole  meeting  expreff'ed  the  utmcji  difap^ 
probation.']  for  if  that  were  done,  provifion 
might  be  made  againfl  the  day  of  danger, 
and  we  fhould  not,  in  the  hour  of  prefling 
necefiity,  be  obliged  to  purchafe  every  requi- 
fite  article  at  the  moll  exorbitant  prices :  and 
here  recurring  to  the  crimination  of  Whig* 
gifm,  he  afHrmed,  that,  if  the  lafl:  war  had 
broke  out  two  years  after,  we  fhould  not 
have  had  a  fleet  fit  for  fcrvice. 
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He  then   direcftly  undertook   to  exculpate 
Government   from   the    charge    of    having 
occafioned  the  calamities  complained  of,  and 
transferred  the  blame  to  the   people,   whom 
he   called  the  Haves   of   felfillinefs,    vi'hich 
defcended  even  to  the  election  of  coroners : 
to  them  alone  he  afcribed   the  diforders  of 
the  country.      He  denied  the   exillence  of 
one  patriot.      After  admitting   the  poflil^le 
truth  of  Lord  Orford*s    affertion,    that   all 
men  had   their  prices,    he  affirmed  that  if 
there  be  a  patriot  in  this  country,  he  is  now 
upon  the  throne:   **  The  King   is  not  only 
the  greateft  and  the  beft,  but  he  was  forry 
tio  fay,    he    believed   him  to   be    the   only 
patriot  jn    this   country."       He    called    to 
recolledlion  a  former  meeting  of  the  county  of 
York,  and  lamented  that  the  affembly  prefent 
could  blow  both  hot  and  cold  in  that  room; 
for  that  nine  years  ago  they  confidered  the 
King  as  worthy  of  their  relpeft  ;  they  then 
called  on   him    to  diflblve   the  Parliament, 
for  excluding  a  man,  whofe  private  charadler 
none   would    be   fo    bold   as   to  vindicate ; 
whereas,  on  the  prefent  occalion,  Parliament 
is  to  be  called  on  to  rellrain  the  King ;  he 
therefore   befought  the   meeting,    by  every 
obligation  that  could   influence  the  lover  of 
his  country,  from  every  principle  of  public 
and  private  intereft,  from   the  loyalty   and 
?iffe(5tion  due  to   the  mofl  gracious  prince, 

engaged 
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engaged  in  a  war  the  moft  juft  that-^ver  was 
entered    into,  to  reje(5t   the  petition,  and  to 
feek  for  the  redrefs  of  our  calamities  from 
means  in  our  own  power  to  carry  into  effect. 
Let  reformation  begin  with  the  body  of  the 
people.      The  principles    of  ele(5tors    were 
corrupt :  let  them    return   to  virtue,  and   let 
them  choofe  for  reprefentatives  difcreet  and 
difpaflionate  men ;  fuch  men  as  are  recom- 
mended   to   their    choice    by    the   writ    of 
^le(ftion.     The  only  ground    on   which  the 
petition  could  pretend  to  propriety,  he  faid, 
was  an  opinion  that  the  Ring  is  the  fervant 
of  the  people;    and,   now  returning  to  the 
royal  attributes,    added,   that  it  is  a  narrow, 
a   little,    and  a  mean  idea:    he    is  not   the 
fervant  of  the  people,    he  is  their  foul ;   he 
is  the /oul   of  the  conftitution :  from    him 
and   him  alone,    the  conflitution  derives  its 
energy  j    from   him  alone  the  operations  of 
the  ftate  derive  their  efficacy  ;  he  is  the  life, 
the  foul,  the  very  exillence   of  the  confti- 
tution.     And  here,  recommending  once  more 
the  rejedtion  of  the   petition,   he   pro fefled 
his  readinefs    to  join   in  an  addrefs    to   the 
throne,   exprelTive    of    loyalty,     confidence, 
contribution   of  flrength,   and  co-operation, 
^c.  &c. 


Tark, 


^ 
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Tork^  December  30,  1779. 
At  a  very  numerous  and  refpedlable 
meeting,  of  the  firll  pcrfons  of  confideration 
and  property  in  this  county,  held  here 
this  day,  the  following  petition  and  refolu- 
tions  were  unanimoufly  agreed  to: 

7<?  the    Honourable  the   Commons   of  Great 
Britain  in  Parliament  ajfembled: 

The  Petition  of  the   Gentlemen^    Clergy y  and 
Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Tork^ 

Shewetb, 

X  HAT  this  nation  hath  been  engaged  for 
feveral  years  in  a  moil  expenfive  and  unfor- 
tunate war;  that  many  of  our  valuable  colo- 
nies, having  acftually  declared  themfelves 
independent,  have  formed  a  ftridt  confede- 
racy with  pTance  and  Spain,  tlie  dangerous 
and  inveterate  enemies  of  Great  Britain ;  that 
the  confequence  of  thofe  combined  misfor- 
tunes had  been  a  large  addition  to  the  national 
debt,  a  heavy  accumulation  of  taxes,  a  rapid 
decline  of  the  trade,  manufadures,  and  land^ 
rents  of  the  kingdom. 

Alarmed  at  the  diminifhed  refources  and 
growing  burthens  of  this  country,  and  con- 
vinced that  rigid  frugality  is  now  indifpenfably 
necelTary  in  every  department  of  the  State, 
your  petitioners  obferve  with  grief,  that 
notwithftanding  the  calamities  and  impo- 
6  veriflied 
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verifhed  condition  of  the  nation,  much  public 
nioriey  has  been  improvidently  fquandered, 
and  that  many  individuals  enjoy  liriecure 
places,  efficient  places  with  exorbitant  emo- 
luments, and  penfions  Unnierited  by  public 
fervice,  to  a  large  and  flill  encreafing  amount ; 
whence  the  Crown  has  acquired  a  great 
unconftitutional  influence,  which,  if  not 
checked,  may  foon  prove  ^atal  to  the  liberties 
of  this  country. 

Your  petitioners  conceiving  that  the  true 
end  of  every  legitimate  government  is  not  the 
emolument  ofANYiNoiviDUAL,  but  the  wel- 
fare of  the  commmunity;  and  confidering  that 
by  the  conflitution  of  this  realm,  the  national 
purfe  is  intruded  in  a  peculiar  manner  to  the 
cuftody  of  this  Honourable  Houfe  j  beg  leave 
further  to  reprefent  that  until  effedtual 
meafures  be  taken  to  redrefs  the  oppreflive 
grievances  herein  ftated,  the  grant  of  an 
additional  fum  of  public  money,  beyond  the 
produce  of  the  prefent  taxes,  will  be  injuri- 
ous to  the  rights  and  property  of  the  people, 
and  derogatory  from  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  Parliament. 

Your  petitioners  therefore,  appealing  to 
the  juftice  of  this  Honourable  Houfe,  do 
moft  earneftly  requeft,  that  before  any  new 
burthens  are  laid  upon  this  country,  effediual 
meafures  may  be  taken  by  this  Houfe  to  en- 
quire into  and  corred;  the  grofs  abufes  in  the 

exjJenditure, 
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expenditure  cf4)ublic  money;  to  reduce  all 
exorbitant  euioluments ;  to  refcind  and 
abolidi  all  iinecure  places  and  unmerited  pen- 
iions  ;  and  to  appropriate  the  produce  to  the 
necefSties  of  the  State  in  fuch  manner  as  to, 
the  wifdom  of  Parliament  Ihall  feem  meet. 
And  your  petitioners  fhall  ever  pray,  &c» 

After  which  the  following  refolutions  were 
propofed,  and  alfo  unanimoufly  agreed  to, 
viz. 

ift.  Refolved,  that  the  petition  now  read 
to  this  meeting,  addrefled  to  the  Houfe  of 
•Commons,  and requefting  that  before  any  new 
burthens  be  laid  upon  the  country,  effedlual 
meafures  may  be  taken  by  that  Houfe  to 
enquire  into  and  correcft  the  groFs  abufes  in 
the  expenditure  of  public  money  :  to  reduce 
all  exorbitant  emoluments;  to  refcind  and 
abolifh  all  finecure  places  and  unmerited 
penfions  ;  and  to  appropriate  the  produce  to 
the  neceffities  of  the  State,  is  approved  by 
the  meeting. 

2d.  Refolved,  that  a  committee  of  G.xty^ 
one  gentlemen  be  appointed  to  carry  on  the 
neceflary  correfpondence  for  effe(5tually  pro- 
moting the  objedt  of  the  petition,  and  to 
prepare  a  plan  of  an  alTociation  on  legal  and 
conftitutional  grounds,  tofupport  the  laudable 
reform,  and  fuch  other  meafures  as  may 
conduce  to  reilore  the  freedom  of  Parliament. 

The 
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The  following   gentlemen   compofed  th<J 
Committee : 

Sir.  G.  Armitage,    Mr.  Chaloner,  Sir  R. 
Hildyard,    Mr.   Morrit,    Rev.   Mr.  Zouch, 
Sir.  J.  Norcliffe,  Mr.  Strickland  of  Boynton, 
Dean  of  Ripon,  Mr.  J.  S.   Smith,  Mr.  P. 
Milnes,    Mr.   Croft,    Mr.   Bell,   Rev.   Mr. 
Wyvil,  Mr.  Hill,  Gen.  Hale,  Mr.  Smith  of 
Heath,  Rev.  Mr.  Mafon,  Mr.  Tooker,  Mr. 
H.    Dunconibe,   Mr.   H.    Thompfon»   Mr. 
Croft,   jun.    Mr.   Duncombe,   Mr.   Dalton, 
Mr.   Strickland   of    Beverley,   Sir  William 
Milner,   Mr.    Hawkfworth,    Mr.  Withers, 
Rev.  Mr.  Robinfon,   Mr.,  Foljamb©,  Major 
Ferrand,    Mr.   Farrer,   Mr.   James  Milnes, 
Mr.  Law,  Mr.  Edmunds,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr. 
Jackfon,  Rev.  F.  Dodfworth,  Mr.  Cradock, 
Mr.  Carver,  Rev.  Mr.  Michell,   Sir  Watts 
Horton,  Mr.    C.   St.   Quintin,  Dr.   Dring, 
Rev.  J.  Robinfon,   Mr.  P.  Wentworth,  Mr. 
S.  A.  Ward,   Rev.    Mr.    Cayley,   Dean  of 
York,  Rev.  Mr.  Bourn,  Rev.  Mr.  Comber, 
Mr.   Marriott,    Mr.    G.   Ellley,  Mr.  Pool, 
Alderman  Carr,  Mr.  Barlow,  Mr.  Thornton, 
Rev.  Mr.  Dealtry,  jun.  Mr.  F.  Smyth,  Rev. 
Mr.  Eyre,  Mr.  Baynes,  jun.  Mr.  Garforth, 
and  Mr.  Hildyard. 

The  above  meeting  was  the  moft  numerous 
and  refpecftable  ever  known  upon  any  occa- 
fion,  (ince  the  Revolution. 

Cafi 
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tlqfe  of  Lord  Holland. 


X^opy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Holland  to  the 
Lord  Mayor  (Samuel  Turner)  of  London, 
with  his  Lordjhip's  Anfwer  thereto. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor, 

MY   LORi), 

jLN  a  petition  prefented  by  your  Lordfhip  it 
is  mentioned  as  a  gx'\QV2LncQ—hifiead  ofpu?jiJJj^ 
ingy  conferring  honours  on  a  Pay-niajier,  the 
public  defaulter  of  unaccounted  millions,  I 
am  told  that  I  am  the  pay-mafter  here  cen- 
Tured :  May  I  beg  to  know  of  your  Lordfhip 
if  it  is  fo?  If  it  is,  I  am  fure  Mr.  Beckford 
hiuft  have  been  againft  it,  becaufe  he  knows, 
and  could  have  (hewn  your  Lordfhip  in  wri- 
ting, the  utter  falfehood  of  what  is  there  in- 
(inuated. 

I  have  not  the  honour  to  know  your 
Lordlhip,  fo  I  cannot  tell  what  you  may 
have  heard  to  induce  you  to  carry  to  our  So- 
vereign a  complaint  of  fo  atrocious  a  nature. 

Your  Lordfliip  by  your  fpeech  made  to 
the  King  at  delivering  the  petition,  has 
adopted  the  contents  of  it;  and  I  don't  know 
of  whom  to  enquire  but  of  your  Lordfhip 
concerning  this  injury  done  to  an  innocent 
man,  who  am  by  this  means  (if  I  am  the 

VOL.  Ill,  Cc  perfon 
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perfon  meant)  hung  out  as  anobjecfl  of  public 
hatred  and  refentment. 

You  have  too  n^uch  honour  and  juftice  not 
to  tell  me  whether  I  am  the  perfoa  meant, 
and  if  I  am,  the  grounds  upon  which  I  am 
thus  charged,  that  I  may  vindicate  myfelf, 
which  truth  will  enable  me  to  do  to  the  con- 
vi(flion  of  the  bittereft  enemy  ;  and  therefore 
I  may  boldly  fay,  to  your  Lordfhip's  entire 
fatisfadion,  whom  I  certainly  have  never 
offended, 

I  am,  with  the  greateft  refped, 
My  Lord, 
Your  Lordlhip^s  moft  obedient, 

And  moft  humble  fervant, 
miland-Houfe,  Kenfington,        HOLLAND. 
July  (^,  1769. 

The  Lord  Mayor's  Anfwer, 

The  Lord  Mayor  prefents  his  compli- 
ments to  Lord  Holland,  and  in  anfwer  to 
the  honour  of  his  Lordfhip's  letter  delivered 
to  him  by  Mr.  Selvvyn,  he  begs  leave  to  fay 
'that  he  had  no  concern  in  drawing  up  the 
petition  fjrom'  the  Livery  of  London  to  his 
•  Majefty  5  that  he  looks  on  himfelf  only  as 
the  carrier,  together  with  other  gentlemen 
charged  by  the  Livery  with  the  delivery  of 
ii ;  that  he  does  nof,  not  ever  did,  hold 
himfelf  accountable  for  th6  contents  of  it, 
and  is  a  ftranger  to  the  nature  of  the  fup- 
pofed  charge  againft  his  Lordfhip. 

ManJion^HouJe ^  "July  10,   1769.  From 
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J^rom  the  Gazetteer,  July  17,  1769. 


tVe  have  authority  to  give  thd  public  the 
following  authentic  copy  of  a  lettc7\  received 
yejlerday  by  a  Liveryman  of  London  :— 

•*  DEAR  SIR,         FonthiUy  Julyi^t  ^7^" 

A  AM  as  much  furprized  as  you  feem  to 
be,  at  feeing  my  name,  and  papers  in  my 
polTefTion,  appealed  to  by  a  Noble  Lord. 
You  and  my  friends  in  the  city  think  it 
incumbent  on  me  to  vindicate  (as  they  are 
pleafed  to  exprefs  themfelves)  my  honour 
and  charadter,  which  is  called  in  queftion. — 
The  only  proper  fatisfa(5ti^n  in  my  power  to 
give  you,  and  my  other  friends,  is,  to  relate 
plain  matters  of  fadl,  to  the  befl  of  my 
i^ecolleiftion. 

**  In  the  lafl  feflions  of  Parliament,   on  a 

queftion  of  revenue,  (as  far  as  my  memory 

ferves,)   I  did  declare  to  the  Houfe,   that  the 

public  revenue  had  been  fquandered  away, 

and  that  the  money  of  the  nation  had   not 

been  regularly  audited  and   accounted  for ; 

that  in  the  department  of  thePay-Office,  I  had 

been  informed,  there  were  upwards  of  forty 

millions  not  properly  accounted  for.     That 

the  Officers  of  the  K.ing*s  Exchequer  were 

bound  in  duty  to  fee  juftice  done  to  the  public. 

That  procefs  had  iffued  out  of  the  Court  of 

Exchequer,  and   that  all  proceedings  for  a 

c  c  a  certain 
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certain  time,  had  been  fufpended  by  the 
King's  iign  manual.  I  then  did  declare  that 
it  was  an  high  offence  for  any  minifter  to 
advife  the  King  to  flop  the  coiirfe  of  public 
juflice,  without  afligning  a  very  good  reafon 
for  fuch  his  advice.^ — I  defired  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  the  Lords  of  the 
Treafury,  who  fat  oppofite  to  me,  to  fet  me 
right  if  my  information  was  not  well  founded; 
but  not  a  fingle  word  was  uttered  in  anfwer, 
by  any  of  the  gentlemen  in  adminiflration. 

**  After  fome  days  had  elapfed,  I  met  my 
friend  Mr.  Woodhoufe  in  Weflminfler-hall  ; 
he  told  me,  I  had  been  mifinformed  as  to 
what  I  had  mentioned  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  j  and  that,  if  I  would  give  him 
leave,  he  would  fend  me  a  paper  from  a 
Noble  Lord,  which  would  convince  me  of  my 
miflake. — The  paper  alluded  to  is  in  London, 
I,  therefore,  cannot  fpeak  of  the  contents 
with  accuracy  and  precifion  ;  but  this  I 
recoiled: ,  that  the  perufal  of  the  papers  did 
720t  convince  me,  that  all  I  had  heard  was  falfe. 
It  was  a  private  paper,  and'I  do  not  recolletft' 
having  fhewn  it  to  more  than  a  fingle  perfon. 
I  have  no  doubt  Mr.  Woodhoufe  has  a  copy 
of  the  paper  by  him,  and  hope  he  will  fubmit 
the  contents  to  the  judgment  of  the  public,  in 
vindication  of  an  innocent  man. 

•*  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  ever  faithful 
*'  And  affedionate  humble  fervant, 

**  WILL.  BECKFORD.** 

From 
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'From  the  famCy   July  19,   1769. 


IVJUCH  having  been  faid  upon  the  fubjedb 
of  a  Paymafter's  accounts,  it  is  fit  that  matter 
Ihould  be  underflood;  and  the  pubHc  may- 
be aiTured  that  the  following  detail  is  true. 

When  there  is  an  account  to  be  taken  of 
any  debt  or  debts  due  to  the  Crown,  a  writ 
oi  Diftringas  ad  Computandum  iflues,  ex  officio, 
out  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer.  In  obedience 
to  this  procefs,  the  Sheriff,  where  there  is  a 
liquidated  balance,  returns  a  fhilling  in  the 
pound  ;  but,  where  there  is  no  liquidated 
balance,  the  Sheriff  returns  what  are  called 
IJfueSy  generally,  and  thefe  ilfues  are  more 
or  lefs,  according  to  the  quantum  of  the  debt 
or  demand.  To  come  now  to  the  cafe  of  a 
late  Paymafler.  A  Dijlringas  ad  Computandum 
wasiffued  againll  him,  diredled  to  the  Sheriffs 
of  London.  There  being  no  account  fettled, 
or  balance  liquidated,  the  Sheriffs  could  only 
return  IJfues,  and  they  returned  agair^l  the 
fame  Paymafter,  iffues  to  the  amount  of 
loool.  Thefe  iffues  were,  in  the  regular 
courfe,  carried,  by  the  proper  officer,  from 
the  Exchequer  into  the  P/^^-office. 

A  warrant  afterwards  came  from  the 
Treafury  to  flop  thefe  iffues.  The  iffues 
were  taken  back  from  the  Pipe-office. 

To 
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'To  the  Printer  of  the    Gazetteer, 

Kingfgate.'July  %o,   I'^i6g. 

JLORD  HOLLAND  feeing  in  your  paper  a 
Jetter  from  Mr.  Beckford  to  a  Liveryman,  of 
July  15,  1769,  and  Mr.  Woodhoufe  being  at 
Spa  in  Germany,  fends  you  an  authentic 
copy  of  the  .paper,  which  he  fent  by  Mr. 
Woodhoufe  to  Mr.  Beckford  :  he  hopes  the 
perufal  of  it  will  convince  the  reader  that  all 
is  falfe  that  can  be  imputed  any  crime  to 
Lord  Holland. 

The  reader  will  fee,  that  fome  of  Lord 
Holland's  accounts  were  then  before  the 
auditor  i  and  there  are  two  years*  accounts 
£nce  lodged  there. 

He  will  fee  that  Lord  Holland *s  account? 
(voluminous  and  difficult  beyond  example) 
have  not  been  kept  back  from  inclination,  but 
neceflity ;  and  not  longer  than  thofe  of  his 
predeceflbrs. 

He  will  fee  (and  is  defired  to  obferve 
particularly)  that  favings,  fo  far  from  re^. 
maining  all  in  Lord  Holland's  hands,  had 
•  been  given  in,  and  voted  in  aid  of  the  public 
'  fervice,  to  the  amount  of  910,541!.  and 
43,5331.  19s.  'jd.  (upon  fome  regimental  and 
other  accounts,  being  adjufled  this  lail  winter) 
liave  been  fince  paid  and  voted. 

He 


APPENDIX.  391 

He  will  read  in  it,  that  Lord  Holland 
defired  to  be  (hewn  how  he  could  proceed 
fader  than  he  did.  If  nobody  has  fhewn,  or 
can  fhew  how  that  might  have  been,  or  may- 
be done,  does  he  deferve  either  punifhment 
or  cenfure  ?  And  had  he  not  a  right  to  think 
himfelf  fure  that  Mr.  Beckford  mud  have 
been  againft  the  article  in  the  petition  relating 
to  him,  becaufe  Mr,  Beckford  knew,  ajid  couid 
have  Jhewn  the  Lord  Mayor  in  writings  the 
utter  falfehood  of  what  is  there  injifiuated. 

Lord  Holland  prints  the  memorial  examined 
by  the  Treafury,  and  the  iign  manual  it 
obtained  j  flopping  procefs  (not  accounts) 
for  fix  months,  which  neither  did,  nor  could 
fufpend  or  delay  the  Paymafler*s  accounts  an 
hour. 

HOLLAND. 


Obfervations  on  the  Accounts    of  the   Pay- 
mafter  General. 

Why  were  Lord  Holland's  Accounts  as 
Paymafter  General, yor  the  years  1757,  1758, 
and  1759,  not  delivered  to  the  Auditors,  before 
the  year  1768? 

Anfwer. 
The   Paymafter   General's   officers   being 
beft   acquainted    with   army   accounts,     are 
employed  in  making  up  the  account  of  the 

preceding 
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preceding  Paymafter.  The  accounts  of  tho 
Earls  of  Chatham,  Darlington,  and  Kin- 
noul,  and  Mr.  Potter,  were  made  up  by 
them,  and  regularly,  and  in  due  courfe 
delivered  to  the  auditors. 

Great  as  the  army  and  its  expences  were, 
during  the  lafl  war,  beyond  all  former 
example,  difperfed  in  all  quarters  of  the 
world ;  and  difficult,  as  it  evidently  muft 
have  been,  to  keep  the  accounts  in  any 
tolei-able  order;  it  will  be  found  upon 
examination,  that  the  accounts  of  Lord 
Holland,  as  Paymafler  General,  are  not 
'  further  back  than  thofe  of  his  predeceffors, 
and  that  his  Lordfhip's  accounts  are  not  kept 
back,  as  has  been  fuggefled,  from  inclination, 
but  neceflity. 

The  late  Mr.  Winnington's  accounts,  for 
two  years  and  a  half,  from  December  1743, 
to  the  14th  of  June  1746,  were  declared  the 
15th  of  May  1760.  The  Earl  of  Chatham's 
accounts,  for  nine  years  and  a  half,  from 
the  25th  of  June  1746  to  the  24th  of 
December  1755,  are  not  yet  declared.  The 
Earls  of  Darlington  and  Kinnpul,  for  the 
year  1756,  and  Earl  of  Kinnoul's  and  Mr. 
Potter*s,  for  fix  months,  to  the  24th  of  June 
1757,  are  now  before  the  auditors.  The 
accounts  of  Lord  Holland,  for  the  years 
1757,  1758,  and  1759;  likewife  the  accounts 
gf  his  deputies,   attending  the  army  in  Ger^ 

Riany^ 
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many,  from  the  commencement  to  the  end  of 
the  late  war,  are  alfo  before  the  auditors  for 
their  examination ;  and  his  Lordfhip's  account 
for  the  year  1760,  is  almoil  ready  to  be 
deHvered  to  them. 

From  the  nature  and  extenfion  of  army- 
accounts,  it  is  moft  evident,  to  thofe  that  are 
beft  acquainted  with  them,  that  it  is  tedious 
and  difficult  to  bring  even  regimental 
accounts  to  a  final  adjuftment ;  other  parts 
of  the  accounts  are  more  fo.  Lord  Holland 
in  the  courfe  of  the  years  1759,  1760,  1761, 
1762,  1763,  and  1764,  has  paid  to  regiments 
and  independant  companies,  320,3911.  9s. 
I  id.;  whofe  accounts  are  at  this  time,  unad- 
jufted,  for  want  of  proper  authorities;  and 
till  thofe  authorities  are  obtained,  the  auditor 
will  not  allow  one  (hilling  of  faid  fum,  in 
his  Lordlhip*s  accounts;  to  obtain  thofe 
authorities,  his  Lordfhip  has  often  repeated 
his  folicitations. 

What  is  the  Balance  of  Cajh  in  Lord 
Holland's  hands P 

Anfwer. 
The  meaning  of  this  queftion  can  be  no 
other  than.  What  are  the  favings  in  Lord 
Holland's  hands?  Or,  in  other  words.  How 
much  has  the  expence,  in  any  cafe,  fallen 
(hort  of  the  fum  voted  ? 

4  As 
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As  to  the  favings: — So  far  as  the  pay- 
office  has  been  able  to  ftate  the  army  accounts, 
they  have  been  given  into  parhament. 

From  fervices  that  have  fallen  (hort  of  the 
fums  voted ;  and  for  monies  paid  in  by  the 
army  accomptants.  Lord  Holland  directed 
accounts  to  be  made  up,  and  laid  before  the 
Houfe  of  Commons;  and  accordingly  (out 
of  thefe  favings  in  Lord  Holiand*s  hands) 
parliament  from  time  to  time  availed  itfelf  of 
the  following  fums,  viz. 

/.         J*,     d. 
Voted  in  aid   of  extraordi- 

naries,  to  Dec.  24,  1763,  239,966 
Voted  in  the  year  1764,   in 

aid  of  German   claims 
Voted  in  the  year  1765,  in 

aid  of  ditto  fervice,     - 
T'oted  in  the  year  1766,  in 

•aid  of  extra  fervices,     - 
Voted  in  the  year  1767,  in 

aid  of  extraordinaries,  and 

other  fervices 
Voted  in  the  year  1768,  in 

^id  of  fupply 

^.910,534  18     3 

His  Lordfhip  could  by  no  other  means 
afcertain  and  give  into  parliament  the  favings 
on  the  votes  for  the  army,  but  by  the  final 

adjuflment 
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adjuftment  of  army  accounts;  what  further 
favings  may  be,  is  very  uncertain,  as  they 
cannot  be  known  before  the  fervices  are 
abfolutely  determined  and  clofed. 

His  Lordfhip  is  very  forry  to  fay  it,  That 
in  the  years  J  759,  1760,  1761,  1763,  1763, 
and  1764,  there  are  not  lefs  than  fifty-fix 
regiments  and  companies,  now  ftanding 
open  and  unadjufled,  for  want  of  authorities  ; 
and  in  his  ledgers  there  are  accounts  to  a 
much  greater  extent,  as  the  pay  of  flafF- 
officers,  &c.  &c. 

It  may  be  feen  here,  that  though  Mr* 
Winnington  died  in  April  1746,  and  his 
€xecutor,  Mr  Ingram,  ufed  all  poflible  in- 
duftry  to  clofe  his  accounts,  they  could  not 
be  clofed  till  1760;  fourteen  years.  The 
Earl  of  Chatham  went  out  in  December 
1755;  yet  his  accounts  were  net  clofed  till 
1768  ;  thirteen  years.  The  Earl  of  Kinnoul's 
are  not  clofed  yet,  and  he  has  been  out  of 
office  eleven  years.  Lord  Holland  has  been 
out  three  years  and  a  half  j  Where  is  the  won- 
der his  are  not  clofed? 

If  thofe  who  complain,  will  (hew  Lord 
Holland  how  he  can  proceed  fafter  than  he 
does,  he  will  be  very  much  obliged  to  them. 
Let  it  be  obferved,  that  he  has  before  the 
auditors,  already,  accounts  for  more  years  than 
Mr.  Winnington  or  Lord  Kinnoul  had  to 
account  for. 

Memorial 
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Me  mortal  for  Lord  Holland  to  have  longer 
time  to  make  up  his  accounts,  as  late  Pay-' 
majier  General, 

MAY  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  LORDSHIPS, 

X  BEG  leave  to  inform  your  Lordfhips  that 
a  procefs  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Sheriffs  of 
Middlefex,  againft  me,  to  account  to  his 
Majefty  for  the  monies  intruded  to  me,  as 
Paymafter  General  of  his  Majefty 's  forces. 

I  moft  humbly  apprehend,  that  the  regular 
ordinary  courfe  of  accounting  in  the  Exchequer, 
was  calculated  (when  eftablifhed)  for  tranf- 
adtions  at  home,  which  are  eafily  and  readily 
to  be  colled:ed,  and  made  up  at  fhort  periods 
of  time. 

The  accounts  of  the  army,  when  employed 
abroad  particularly,  muft  unavoidably  be 
much  in  arrear,  from  the  nature  of  the  fer»- 
vice.  The  army  payments  are  neceflarily  in 
arrear;  and  articles,  from  accidents  inevitable, 
are  obliged  often  to  remain  open  a  very  long 
time  before  they  can  finally  be  clofed. 

The  accounts  of  the  laft  war  are  volumi- 
nous and  difficult  beyond  example.  The 
great  variety  of  operations,  and  the  very  great 
diftance  of  the  troops,  made,  and  muft  make, 
the  correfpondence,  and  adjufting  thofe  ac- 
counts, with  the  paymafters  and  accountants 
jittending  them,  very  fjow  and  tedious :  Thefe 

therefore. 
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thefefore,  tvill  require  longer  time  to  make 
up,  both  from  their  bulk  and  difficulty. 

During  the  courfe  of  a  war,  the  troops 
conflantly  changing  and  moving,  and  the 
fervice  in  the  utmoft  hurry,  it  cannot  tben  be 
done  with  the  order  and  regularity  abfolutely 
neceflary. 

Since  the  war  the  utmoft  diligence  has  been 
ufed  in  them.  The  great  intricate  article  of 
foreign  expence,  (viz.  the  German,)  has  been 
got  together  for  the  whole  time,  (which,  after 
the  former  war,  was  feveral  years  about); 
and  one  year  and  an  halPs  General  Account 
is  now  made  out,  and  ready  to  be  laid  before 
the  auditors  J  the  reft  will  regularly  be  laid 
before  them,  as  faft  as  it  is  well  poffible  to 
make  them  up.  Though  I  have  been  two 
years  out  of  employment,  the  payments  for 
my  time  are  not  yet  compleated. 

I  therefore  pray  your  Lordfliips  will  be 
pleafed  to  obtain  his  Majefty*s  warrant,  grant- 
ing me  longer  time  for  making  up  my  ac- 
counts as  Paymafter  General  of  his  Majefty*s 
forces; 

Which  is,  &c. " 

Pay-OJice,    Horfe^Guards,         HOLLAND. 
June,  i^th,  1767. 


King^s 
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■King^s  Warrant.     Stay  ofProcep  againji 
.  Lord  }:lo\\2t.nd  for  Jix  months^ 

(COPY.) 

GEORGE  H* 

Whereas  Our  Right  Trufty  and  Well- 
beloved  Henry,  Lord  Holland,  hath,  by  the  an- 
nexed Memorial  reprefented,  that  from  feveral 
unavoidable  caufes  and  difficulties  he  hath  been 
prevented  making  up  his   accompts,    as  late 
Paymafter  General  of  Our  forces:    And  we 
having  taken  the  fa  id  matter  into  our  Royal 
confideration,   are  gracioully  pleafed  to  grant 
unto  him  a  farther  time  for  making  up  of  his 
faid  accompts.     Our  will  and  pleafure  there- 
fore is,  and  We  do  hereby  dire(ft,  authorize, 
and  require  you  to  caufe  all    grocefs  againft 
the  faid  Henry,    Lord    Holland,  for  his  ac- 
compts, as   late   Paymafter   General   of  Our 
forces,  to  be  ftayed,  for  and  during  the  term 
of  fix  months,    computed   from   the    day   of 
the  date  hereof.  And  for  fo  doing  this  fhail 
b^e  your  warrant.  Given  at  Our  Court  at  St. 
James's,  the  eighth  day  of  July,    I767r   in. 
the  feventh  year  of  Our  reign. 

By  his  Majefty's  Command, 
GRAFTON, 
C.TOWNSHEND, 
THO.  TOWNSHEND. 
To  Our  Right  Trujly  and  WelU 

beloved  Samuel,  LordMar/hanty 

Our    Remembrancer    in    Our 

Court  of  Excheq^uer*  -      .  .  Mr. 
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Mr.  Burke's  Speeches  at  Bristol. 


r 

Brijloly  OBoher  1 8, 1 774, 
The  following  is   Mr,  Barkers  Speech  to  the 
EleBors  ofBriJlol,  from  the  Hujlings, 

•  GENTLEMEN, 

J.  am  (fome  hither  to  folicit  in  perfon,  that 
favour  which  my  friends  have  hitherto  en- 
deavoured to  procure  for  me,  by  the  moH: 
obliging,  and  to  me  the  moit  honourable 
exertions. 

•  I  have  fo  high  an  opinion  of  the  great 
truft  which  you  have  to  confer  on  this  occa- 
fion,  and  by  long  experience,  fo  jufl:  a  diffi;. 
dence  in  my  abilities,  to  fill  it  in  a  manner 
adequate  even  to  my  own  ideas,  that  I  fliould 
never  have  ventured  of  myfelf  to  intrude  into 
that  awful  fituation.  But  fince  I  am  called 
upon  by  the  defireoffeveralrefpe(5tabIe  fellow 
fubje(fl:s,  as  I  have  done  at  other  times,  I  give 
up  my  fears  to  their  wiflies.  Whatever  my 
other  deficiencies  my  be,  I  do  not  know 
what  it  is  to  be  wanting  to  my  Friends. 

•  I  am  not  fond  of  attempting  to  raife 
public  expe(ftation  by  great  promifes.  At 
this  time  there  is  much  caufe  to  confider, 
and  very  little  to  prefume.  We  feem  to  be 
approaching  to  a  great  Crifis  in  our  affairs, 

which 
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"which  calls  for  the  Whole  wifdom  of  tn6 
tvifeil  among  us,  without  being  able  toaffurt* 
ourfelves,  that  any  wifdom  can  preferve  us 
from  many  and  great  inconveniencies.  You 
know  I  fpeak  of  our  unhappy  conteft  with 
America.  I  confefs  it  is  a  matter  on  which 
I  look  down  as  from  a  precipice.  It  is  dif- 
ficult in  itfelf,  and  it  is  rendered  more  intri- 
cate by  a  great  variety  of  plans  of  condud:.. 
I  do  not  mean  to  enter  into  them.  I  will 
not  fufpecH:  a  want  of  good  intention  in 
framing  them.  But  however  pure  the  inten- 
tions of  their  authors  rhay  have  been,  we 
all  know  that  the  event  has  been  unfortu- 
nate. The  means  of  recovering  our  affairs 
are  not  obvious.  So  many  great  queflions 
of  commerce,  of  finance,  of  conflitution, 
and  of  policy,  are  involved  in  this  American 
deliberation,  that  I  dare  engage  for  nothing, 
but  that  i  (hall  give  it,  without  any  predi- 
led:ion  to  former  opinions,  or  any  finifl:er 
bias  whatfoever,  the  honefl  and  impartial 
confideration  of  which  I  am  capable.  The 
public  has  a  full  right  to  it;  and  this  great 
city,  a  main  pillar  in  the  commercial  inte* 
reft  of  Great  Britain,  riiuft  totter  on  its  bafe 
by  the  llighteft  miftake,  with  regard  to  our 
American  meafures.  Thus  much  however, 
I  think  it  not  amifs  to  lay  before  you :  That  I 
am  not,  I  hope,  apt  to  take  up  or  lay  down 
my  opinions  lightly.     I  have  held,  and  ever 

fhall 
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fiiall  maintain  to  the  bed  of  my  power,  un- 
impaired and  undiminifhed,  thejuft,  wifd 
and  necelTary  conftitiitional  fuperiority  of 
Great  Britain.  This  is  necefTary  for  Ame- 
rica, as  well  as  for  us.  I  never  mean  to 
depart  from  it.  Whatever  may  be  loft  by  it^ 
I  avow  it.  The  forfeiture  even  of  youf 
favour,  if  by  fuch  a  declaration  I  could  for- 
feit it,  though  the  iirft  objed:  of  my  ambition, 
never  will  make  me  difguife  my  fentiments 
on  this  fubjedt. 

*  But  I  have  ever  had  a  clear  opinion,  and 
have  ever  held  a  conftant  correfpondent  con- 
dud:,  that  this  fuperiority  is  confiftent  wit!) 
all  the  liberties  a  fober  and  fpirited  Ameri-' 
can  ought  to  defire.  I  never  mean  to  put 
any  colonift,  or  any  human  creature,  in  a 
iituation,  not  becoming  a  free-man.  To 
reconcile  Britifli  fuperiority  with  American 
liberty  (hall  be  my  great  object,  as  far  as 
my  little  faculties  extend.  I  am  far  front 
thinking  that  both,  even  yet,  may  not  be 
preferved. 

*  When  I  firft  devoted  myfelf  to  the  pub- 
lic fervice,  I  confidered  how  I  (hould  render 
myfelf  fit  for  it;  and  this  I  did  by  endea- 
vouring to  difcover  what  it  was,  that  gave 
this  country  the  rank  it  holds  in  the  world  ; 
I  found  that  our  profperity  and  dignity  arof«' 
principally,  if  not  folely,  from  two  fources; 
our  conftitution  and  commerce.  Both  thefe 
I  have  fpared  no  ftiidy  to  underftand,  and' 
to  endeavour  to  fupport.        -  rMivjr..   xv  '^iti 

roL.  III.  Dd  i  *  The 
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•  The  diftinguifhing  part  of  our  cotidU 
tution  is  its  liberty.  To  preferve  that  hberty 
inviolate  feems  the  particular  duty  and  proper 
truft  of  a  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
But  the  liberty,  the  only  liberty  I  mean,  is  a 
liberty  connecfted  with  order :  that  not  only 
exifts  along  with  order  and  virtue,  but  which 
cannot  exift  at  all  without  them.  It  inheres 
irugood  fleady  government^  as  in  its  fubflance 
and  vital  principle. 

The  other  fource  of  our  power  is  com- 
merce, of  which  you  are  fo  large  a  part,  and 
which  cannot  exift,  no  more  than  your  li* 
berty,  without  a  conned:ion  with  many  vir- 
tues. It  has  ever  been  a  very  particular  and 
a  very  favourite  objedl  of  my  ftudy  in  its 
Principles,  and  in  its  details.  I  think  many 
here  are  acquainted  with  the  truth  of  what  I 
fay.  This  I  know,  that  I  have  ever  had  my 
houfe  open,  and  my  poor  fervices  ready  for 
traders  and  manufad:urers  of  every  denomi- 
nation. My  favourite  ambition  is  to  have 
thofe  fervices  acknowledged.  I  now  appear 
before  you  to  make  trial,  whether  my  earneft 
endeavours  have  been  fo  wholly  opprefled  by 
the  weaknefs  of  my  abilities,  as  to  be  rendered 
infignificant  in  the  eyes  of  a  great  trading 
city  j  or  whether  you  chufe  to  give  a  weight 
to  humble  abilities,  for  the  fake  of  the  honeft 
exertions  with  which  they  are  accompanied. 
This  is  my  trial  to-day.  My  induftry  is  not 
on  trial  ;  of  my  induftry  I  am  fure,  as  far  as 
my  conftitution  of  mind  and  body  admitted » 
v..        3  ,   >^  '  When 
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*  When  I  was  invited  by  many  refpedlable 
merchants,  freeholders^  and  freemen  of 
this  city,  to  offer  them  my  fervices,  I  had 
juft  received  the  honour  of  an  elecflion  at 
another  place,  at  a  very  great  di fiance  from 
this.  I  immediately  opened  the  matter  to 
thofe  of  my  worthy  conftituents,  who  were 
with  me,  and  they  unanimoufly  advifed  me 
not  to  decline  it;  that  they  had  eled:ed  me 
with  a  view  to  the  public  fervice;  and  that 
as  great  queftions  relative  to  our  commerce 
and  colonies  were  imminent,  that  in  fuch 
matters  I  might  derive  authority  and  fupport 
from  the  reprefentation  of  this  great  com- 
mercial city;  they  delired  me  therefore  to 
fet  off  without  delay,-  very  well  perfuaded 
that  I  never  could  forget  my  obligations  to 
them,  or  to  my  friends  for  the  choice  they 
had  made  of  me.  From  that  time  to  this 
inftant  I  have  not  flept,  and  if  I  (hould  have 
the  honour  of  being  freely  chofen  by  you; 
I  hope  I  fhall  be  as  far  from  llumbering  or 
fleeping  when  your  fervice  requires  me  to 
be  awake,  as  I  have  been  in  coming  to  offer 
myfelf  a  candidate  for  your  favour.' 

7b  the   Gentlemen,    Clergy,    Freeholders  and . 
Freemen  of  the  City  of  BriJloL  * 

GENTLEMEN, 

I  HUMBLY  requefl  your  acceptance  of 
my  mofl  hearty  thanks  for  the  high  honour 
u,  •   .  . '  I  have 
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I  have  this  day  received,  in  being  ele(5led 
one  of  your  Reprefentatives  in  Parliament. 

Whatever  advantage  my  public  character 
may  derive  from  the  weight  of  fo  refpedtable 
z  reprefentation,  you  may  be  affured,  Ihall 
be  employed  in  promoting  to  the  beft  of  my 
judgment,  the  true  interefts  of  thofe  from 
■whom  it  is  derived.  I  hope,  that,  by  your 
frequent  advice  and  feafonable  alliftance,  I 
may  be  enabled  to  execute  the  great  truft 
you  have  repofed  in  me,  in  a  manner  in  fome 
degree  equal  to  its  -importance  and  your 
wifhes. 

To  my  particular  friends  I  owe  the  fincereil: 
affedtion ;  to  this  city  the  moil  inviolable 
duty ;  to  the  Sheriffs,  who  prefided,  my  full 
teftimony,  that  they  have  conducted  them-* 
felves,  through  the  whole  of  this  long 
election,  with  the  moft  liberal  impartiality } 
with  all  the  dignity  of  magiflrates  j  with 
^11  the  politenefs  of  gentlemen. 

It  is  natural,  that  an  object,  fo  important 
as  the  honour  of  reprefenting  this  great  city, 
fiiould  not  be  abandoned  without  relu(ftance. 
The  Gentleman,  who  has  been  unfuccefsful 
in  his  purfuit,  threatens  a  petition.  I  fub- 
mit,  with  great  chearfulnefs,  my  preteqfions, 
and,  what  are  more  important,  your  rights, 
to  the  committee  of  elecflion ;  the  clcareft 
caufe  to  the  juftefl:  tribunal.  That  tribunal, 
I  am  confident,  will  never  authorife  an, 
<ittempt  to  yonder,  contrary  tq  the  clear  and 

^xprefa 


APPENDIX.  405 

exprefs  law  of  the  land,  the  original,  inhe- 
rent, corporate  rights  of  thofe  entitled  to 
freedom  in  this  great  city,  dependent,  for 
their  valid  exofcife,  on  the  occafional  pleafure 
of  a  Minifter,  by  dating  their  efFed:  from 
the  iiluing  of  the  writ.  The  time  for  iffuing 
the  writ  is  entirely  in  the  power  of  the 
Minifter  j  and  he  may  communicate  his 
intentions  to  thofe,  and  thofe  only,  whom 
he  is  inclined  to  favour;  and  upon  this  new 
doftrine  enable  them,  and  difable  all  others, 
from  takingadvantage  of  the  right  of  freedom. 

No  care  of  mine  Ihall  be  wanting  to  fup-r 
port  the  rights  even  of  thofe  freemen  whom 
the  gentleman  who  threatens  a  petition,  was 
the  firft  to  produce  and  encourage,  and  when 
they  can  no  longer  ferve  his  purpofe,  now 
endeavours  to  disfranchife  by  a  retrofped". 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  higheft 
veneration,  efteem,  and  gratitude,  Gentlemen, 
your  moft  obedient,  and  everobhged  humble 
fervant, 
Bripi,  Nov.  3,  1774.  EDMUND  BURKE, 

To  the   Gentlemen^  Clergy,    Freeholders ^  and 
Freemen  of  the  City  of  BriJioL 

GENTLEMEN, 

MY  general  condu(5t  in   Parliament,  and 

my  humble   endeavours   to   ferve  the   city, 

and  the  citizens  of  Briftol  in  their  particular 

affairs,  having  been  honoured  by  the  unani- 

4  mous 
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moiis  approbation  of  a  very  large  and  very 
l-efpedtable  meeting  at  the  Guildhall  this 
day ;  in  conformity  with  the  defire  of  that 
meeting,  and  under  the  faitcSion  of  their 
weighty  authority,  I  beg  leave  to  renew  to 
you  my  humble  felicitation  for  your  votes 
at  this  election,  and  the  favour  of  your 
early  appearance  at  the  poll  on  Friday  next; 
and  if  I  have  the  honour  of  being  again 
chofen  to  reprefent  you,  I  trufl:  that  I  Ihall  not 
fhew  myfelf  lefs  deferving  of  your  favour  than 
formerly,  or  lefs  lincerely  grateful  for  it. 
-I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  moft 
perfedl  refpedt  and  efteem.  Gentlemen,  your 
moft  obedient  and  moft  obliged  fervant,        ) 

Br/fio/,  Sept.  6,  1780.  EDMUND  BURKR 

Mr.  Burke  made  the  following  Jpeech  on  the 
hujlings  at  Brijlol  when  he  declined  the  poll; 

•*   GENTLEMEN, 

V'l  DECLINE  theeleaion.  It  has 
ever  been  my  rule  through  life,  to  obferve 
a  proportion  between  my  efforts  and  my 
objefts.  I  h(iv^  never  been  remarkable  for 
a  bold,  adlive,  and  fanguine  purfuit  of  advan- 
tages that  are  perfonal  to  myfelf, 
bi  **  I  have  not  canvafted  the  whole  of  this 
city  in  form.  But  I  have  taken  fuch  a  view 
of  it,  as  fatisfies  my  own  mind,  that  your 
choice  will   not   ultimately    |all  upon  ..me. 

...     Your 
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Your  city,  gentlemen,  is  in  a  flate  of  mife- 
rable  diftradtion:  and  I  am  refolved  to  with- 
draw whatever  fliare  my  pretenfions  may 
have  had  in  its  unhappy  divifions.  I  have 
not  been  in  hafte;  I  have  tried  all  prudent 
means;  I  have  waited  for  the  efFedt  of  all 
contingencies.  If  I  were  fond  of  a  conteft, 
by  the  partiality  of  my- numerous  friends 
(whom  ye  know  .to  be  among  the  moil 
weighty  and  refpedlable  people  of  the  city) 
I  have  the  means  of  a  fharp  one  in  my 
hands.  But  I  thought  it  far  better,  with 
my  ftrength  unfpent,  and  my  reputation 
unimpaired,  to  do,  early  and  from  forefight, 
that  \yhich  I  might  be  obliged  to  do  from 
neceflity  at  laft. 

**  I  am  not  in  the  leaft  furprized,  nor  in 
the  leaft  angry  at  this  view  of  things.  I 
have  read  the  book  of  life  for  a  long  time, 
and  I  have  read  other  books  a  little.  Nothing 
has  happened  to  me  but  what  has  happened  to 
men  much  better  than  me,  and  in  times  and  in 
nations  full  as  good  as  the  age  and  country 
that  we  live  in.  To  fay  that  I  am  no  way 
concerned,  would  be  neither  decent  nor  true. 
The  reprefentation  of  Briftol  was  an  objecft 
on  many  accounts  dear  to  me ;  and  I  certainly 
ftiould  very  far  prefer  it  to  any  other  in  the 
kingdom.  My  habits  are  made  to  it ;  and  it 
is  in  general  more  unpleafant  to  be  reje(51:ed, 
after  long  trial,  than  not  to  be  chofen  at  all. 

••  But,  gentlemen,  I  will  fee  nothing  except 

your 
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your  former  kindnefs,  and  I  will  give  way  to 
no  other  fentiments  than  thofe  of  gratitude. 
I^rom  the  bottom  of  my  heart  I  thank  you  for 
what  you  have  done  for  me.  You  have  given 
me  a  long  term,  which  is  now  expired.  I  have 
performed  the  conditions,  and  enjoyed  all  the 
profits  to  the  full  ;  and  I  now  furrender  your 
eftate  into  your  hands,  without  being,  in  a 
iingle  tile,  or  a  fingle  ftone,  impaired  or 
wafted  by  my  ufe.  I  have  ferved  the  public 
for  fifteen  years.  I  have  ferved  you  in 
particular  for  fix.  What  is  palled  is  well 
ftored.  It  is  fafe  and  out  of  the  power  of 
fortune.  What  is  to  come  is  in  wifer  hands 
than  ours  ;  and  he,  in  whofe  hands  it  is,  heft 
knows  whether  it  is  beft  tor  you  and  me,  that 
I  fliouid  be  in  Parliament,  or  even  in  the 
world. 

**  Gentlemen,  the  melancholy  event  of 
yefterday  reads  to  us  an  awful  lellon  againft 
being  too  much  troubled  about  any  of  the 
objeSs  of  ordinary  ambition.  The  worthy 
gentleman,  (Mr.  Combe,)  who  has  been 
fnatched  from  us  at  the  moment  of  the  election, 
and  in  the  middle  of  the  conteft,  whilft  his 
defires  were  as  warm,  and  his  hopes  as  eager 
as  ours,  has  feelingly  told  us,  what  fliadows 
we  are,  and  what  Ihadows  we  purfue. 

**  It  has  been  itfual  for  a  candidate  who 
declines,  to  take  his  leave  by  a  letter  to  the 
Sheriffs  ;  but  I  received  your  truft  in  the  face 
of  day,  and  in  the  face  of  day  I  accept  your 

difmiflion. 
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difmiflion.  I  am  not — I  am  not  at  all  afhamed 
to  look  upon  you  :  nor  can  my  prefence 
difcompofe  the  order  of  bufinefs  here.  I 
humbly  and  re fped fully  take  my  leave  of  the 
Sheriffs,  the  candidates,  and  the  electors, 
wifhing  heartily  that  the  choice  may  be  for 
the  beft,  at  a  time  which  calls,  if  ever  time 
did  call,  for  fervice  that  is  not  nominal.  It  is 
no  plavfhing  you  are  about.  I  tremble  when 
I  connder  the  trull  Ihave  prefumed  to  alk. 
I  confided  perhaps  too  much  in  my  intentions. 
They  were  really  fair  and  upright ;  and  I. am 
bold  to  fay,  that  I  afk  no  ill  thing  for  you, 
when,  on  parting  from  this  place,  I  pray, 
that  whoever  you  choofe  to  fucceed  me,  may 
refemble  me  exadlly  in  all  things,  except  in 
my  abilities  to  ferve,  and  my  fortune  to 
pleafeyou," 

T<?  th(  Gentlemeriy   Clergy^    Freeholders ^    and 
Freemen  of  the  City  of  Brijiol. 

GENTLEMEN,  BriJiol,  Sept.  9,  1780. 
A  VERY  large  and  moft  refpecftable  meeting 
of  the  principal  citizens  of  Briflol  did,  by  an 
unanimous  vote,  authorife  me  to  offer  myfelf 
once  more  to  your  fervice.  My  deference  to 
that  authority  was  my  fole  motive  for  giving 
you  one  moment's  trouble,/  On  my  canvafs, 
fo  far  as  it  has  proceeded,  I  found  that  my 
pretenfions  were  well  received,  and  even  with 
a  degree  of  warmth  in  many  of  the  ele<^prs. 
VOL.  m.  E  E  But 
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But  on  a  calm  and  very  deliberate  view  of  the 
flate  of  th6  city,  I  am  convinced  that  no  other 
confequence  can  be  reafonably  expected  from 
my  continuing  a  candidate,  than  a  long, 
vexatious,  and  expen five  con teft.  Confcious, 
that  no  difference  between  my  fervice  and 
that  of  any  other  man,  can  be  worth  the 
inconveniencies  of  fuch  a  flruggle,  I  decline 
the  ele(5lion. 

I  return  you  my  heft  thanks  for  having  at 
any  time,  or  for  any  period,  condefcended  to 
think  of  me  for  your  reprefentative.  I  have 
done  my  duty  towards  you,  and  towards  the 
nation,  as  became  me.  You  difpofe  of  the 
future  truft  (as  you  have  a  right  to  do) 
according  to  your  difcretion.  We  have  no 
caufe  of  corriplaint  on  either  fide.  By  being 
returned  into  the  mafs  of  private  citizens,  my 
burthens  are  lelTened,  my  fatisfad;ions  are  not 
deftroyed.  There  are  duties  to  be  performed, 
and  there  are  comforts  to  be  enjoyed  in 
obfcurity,  for  which  I  am  not  without  a 
difpofition  and  relifh.  I  am  fure  there  is 
nothing  in  the  retrofpecft  of  my  public  condud", 
which  is  likely  to  difturb  the  tranquillity  of 
that  fituation,  to  which  you  reftore  me. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  utmoft 
pofiible  refped:,  gentlemen,  your  much 
obliged,  and  mofl;  obedient  humble  fervant, 

EDMUND  BURKE, 

FINIS. 
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"We 
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and  proofs  to  bare  affertion,  we  cannot  conceive  ourfelves  biafTed  by  any  kind 
of  prejudice,  when  we  pronounce  that  this  publication  conuins  a  complete 
and  folid  anfwer  to  Mr,  Erlkine.**  £riti/h  Critic,  kSpril,  1797. 

1 1.  A  SECOND  LETTER  to  the  Honourable  THOMAS 
ERSKINE.     By  JOHN  GIFFORD.  Efq.     Price  2s. 

11.  A  DEFENCE  of  the  FRENCH  EMIGRANTS. 
Addrcfled  to  the  People  of  France.  By  Trophime  Gerald 
De  Lally-Tolendal.  Tranflated  from  the  French  by 
)OHN  GIFFORD,  Efq,  In  one  Volume,  8vo.  Price  7s.  in 
Boards. 

««  We  do  not  here  propofe  to  announce,  or  recommend  to  public  notice,  a 
'>0ork  which  was  known  all  over  Europe  as  foon  as  it  was  publifhed,  and  of 
which  the  numerous  editions  are  difpofed  of  with  a  rapidity  eijual  to  that  with 
which  they  fucceed  each  other ;  but  we  would  willingly  pay  that  tribute  of 
homage  and  good  wifhes  which  is  due  from  ever)-  man  who  commiferates  the 
unfortunate,  oris  fenfibleof  the  claims  of  juftice,  and  the  interefts  of  focial 
order. 

'  <<  If  ever  a  man  could  be  fitted,  by  a  trainof  cireumftancet,  to  undertake 
the  defence  of  a  caufe  fo  great,  and  it  the  fame  time  fo  difaihous  and  fo  difficult* 
it  Is  undoubtedly  the  noble  advocate  who  has  taken  it  up.-~ 

<i  Undoubtedly  thote  is  not  among  all  the  French  Emigrants  a  man  more 
proper  to  undertake  their  defence,  tbax  he  whom  fortune  had  placed  in  fuch  a 
fituationj  than  he  on  whom  Providence  had  impofcd  fuch  duties,  endowing 
him  with  fuch  fentiments  and  faculties,  and  had  forced  and  indrufted  from  kit 
Vifancy  to  purfue,  to  unma(k,  to  combat,  to  difarm,  and  beat  dowif  fraud, 
injuftice,  and  violence. 

*«  We  coafefs  that  under  each  of  thefe  points  of  view,  the  champion  of  the 
tnugrants  has  fylfilled,  perhaps  furpaOed,  what  we  had  promifed  ourfelves 
from  his  undertaking.  We  (hall  not  praife  the  eloquence,  the  force  of 
teafoning,  the  touching  fsnfibility  which  charafterife  every  page  of  the 
Defence  cf  the  Emigrants.  We  fhall  only  repeat  what  has  been  faid  aihou- 
fand  times  in  FraaCC  and  out  of  Franc,  •«  I;  was  what  every  body  expeftcd 
"  from  him."  fiririJhCrUk,  Junt,  1797. 

13,  SECRET 


flEM^  PUBLICATIONS  PRINTED  FOR  T.  N.  LONGMAJJ. 

13.  SECRET  HISTORY  of  the  FRENCH  REVOLU- 
TION, from  the  Convocations  of  the  Notables  in  1787, 
to  the  FiRSTof  November,  1796;  containing  a  vaft  Number 
of  Particulars  but  Kttle  known ;  together  with  Extracts  of  the 
moft  remarkable  Publications  on  the  Revolutiwi,  which  have 
appeared  in  France,  Germany,  and  tngland.  Tranftated  from 
the  Frencbof  Francis  Page*.  In  two  Volumes,  8vo.  Price 
145.111  Boards. 

14.  An  HISTORY,  or  ANECDOTES  of  the  REVOLU- 
TION  in  RUSSIA,  in  the  Year  1762.  Tranflated  from  the 
French  of  M.  DE  RULHIERE.  With  an  elegant  Head  of  the 
late  Empress,     Second  Edition.     Price  4s.  fewed. 

This  work  was  written  by  the  author  /horrly  after  the  tranfadtions  whick 
he  relates,  of  which  he  was  an  eye  witnefs.  Great  efforts  were  made  by 
Catharine  at  lh€  Court  of  France,  to  fupprefs  the  publication.  Bribes 
and  menaces  were  made  ufe  of,  but  ilie  could  (ucceed  no  further  than  to  obtain 
a  promifc  that  it  Should  not  appear  in  her  life  time. — The  Empress  being, 
now  dead,  it  isjuft  publifhed  in  France,  by  the  Heir  of  M.  De  Rulhiire.- 

*'  The  grounds  of  M.  Ds  Rui.hiere's  information  feem  indifputabie,  and 
his  readers  appear  to  have  every  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  his  difcernment,  in 
unfolding  tiie  motives  and  circuatltances  that  concurred  in  bringing  about  tbi^i 
ftriking  event.  He  is  no  fervile  copier,  but  has  drawn  his  chatadlers,  ar.sf 
defcribed  his  fcenes.  With  the  hand  of  a  mafter. — Such  is  the  account  now, 
for  the  firft  time  delivered  to  the  public,  of  the  circumftances  attending  the 
melancholy  end  of  Peter  III.  the  abfolute  monarch  of  a  vaft  empire  j  and 
who,  with  all  his  infirmities,  performed,  during  his  fhort  reign  of  only  fit 
months,  fo  many  adls  of  humanity  and  mercy,  and  fhewed  fuch  difpofitionst* 
promote  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  that  his  defeats  m  point  of  prudence 
iemand  from  the  fympathizing  heart  a  tear  upon  his  afbes. 

«*  We  fhall  only  add,  that  we  have  feldom  met  with  more  interefling  origlnat 
anecdotes,  than  thofc  that  are  contained  in  the  little  work  which  we  have  now 
reviewed."  ^fp.  t»  Monthly  Review,  Vol.  27 1, 

15.  A  LETTER  to  a  MINISTER  of  STATE  on  the 
CONNECTION  between  the  POLITICAL  SYSTEM  of  the 
FRENCH  REPUBLICK,  and  the  PRiNCIPLES  of  the 
FRENCH  REVOLUTION:  Containing  an  Expofition  of  the 
Refolution  and  Projects  of  the  French  Government,  on  the 
important  Subjeiil  of  PEACE.  ^y  Mallbt  Du  Pan. 
Tranflated  from  the  French.     Price  is. 

"  Taereis.no  political  writer  in  Europe  to  whofe  produftions  wc  are  more 
inclined  to  pay  attention,  than  thofe  of  M.  Mall£t  Du  Pan. 

<*  Of  a  pamphlet  fo  very  important,  we  could  not  content  ourfelves  with 
giving  uniy  a  Uiort  account  j  we  have  therefWe  laid  before  the  reader  fuch 
fpccimens  as  will  evince  its  general  nature,  and  will,  doubtlefs,  induce  many 
to  confidcr  more  at  large  a  meraoiial  containing  fo  many  proofs  of  political 
fagjKicy  and  wildom.'*  Britl/h  Critic,  Juljff  1797* 
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